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APEC Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance 
2nd Meeting 

Cebu, Philippines 
29-30 August 2015 

 
 

Minutes of the Meeting  
 
The Second Meeting of the Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) for 2015 was held 
on 29 - 30 August 2015 at Radisson Hotel, Cebu City, Philippines. 
 
The meeting was chaired by Ms. Lilian G. Salonga from the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI)-
Consumer Protection Group (CPG) of the Philippines and vice-chaired by Peru and China, respectively.  
 
The meeting was attended by representatives from Australia; People’s Republic of China; Chile; Hong 
Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; 
Peru; the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States; Viet Nam; the Asia Pacific 
Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) and Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC).The APEC 
Secretariat was also present. 
 
The Economic Committee (EC) Chair, the Small and Medium Enterprises Working Group (SMEWG) 
Chair Representative and a representative from Policy Partnership on Science, Technology and 
Innovation (PPSTI) also participated in SCSC 2.  
 
1. Opening 
 
The SCSC Chair welcomed all the guests and delegates to the Second Sub-Committee on Standards 
and Conformance Meeting for 2015.  
 
The Chair reviewed the SCSC recent works relevant to the 2015 priorities and the continuing SCSC 
agenda. The review highlighted major programs of SCSC on the area of technical infrastructure 
development, standards education,good regulatory practices including transparency and developing 
cross-fora collaboration. 
 
The Chair highlighted that the endorsement of the “Boracay Action Agenda to Globalize Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)” strengthens the APEC’s focus in providing MSMEs wider opportunities in 
the global economy as well as harnessing synergies across APEC work streams to maximize the 
expertise of relevant committees and sub-fora in furthering efforts geared at promoting MSME growth. 
 
Aside from Small and Medium Enterprises Working Group (SMEWG) collaboration, the Chair also called 
for SCSC’s support to explore cooperative initiatives with other APEC fora. This approach could bring a 
wider scope in contributing to the APEC goal of strengthening cross-fora collaboration with the end view 
of maximizing resources and expertise of different existing APEC groups. 
 
2. Adoption of the Agenda  

 
SCSC reviewed the Draft Agenda (2015/SOM3/SCSC2/001) and proposed the following changes: 

 
The Chair informed the meeting that the APEC Secretariat received information that the CTI 
Chair could not attend SCSC 2, hence, she requested that Committee on Trade and Investments 
(CTI) Chair’s presentation be removed from Agenda Item 3. 
 
Peru informed the meeting that instead of presenting two new concept notes in Agenda Item 5, 
Peru will only be presenting one concept note for submission to Session 1 2016. 
 
The Chair requested that for Agenda Item 9, the title be changed from Adoption of SCSC 2 
Summary of Decisions to Summary of Highlights to align with the nature of the documents in 
SCSC 2.  
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The SCSC adopted the agenda after considering these changes.  
 

3. Business Arrangements, Reports on Activities and Developments since SCSC 1, 2015 
 

The Chair briefed SCSC on the meeting program and other arrangements. On the preparation of the 
minutes, members were requested to submit interventions to the drafting committee at the end of the 
meeting. The summary of the interventions should highlight key points made and actions requested from 
SCSC.  
 
The Chair proposed that instead of producing the minutes at the end of the meeting, the Sub-committee 
shall come up with the Summary of Highlights. The SCSC concurred with the Chair, noting that this will 
be the basis of the report for the CTI on 01 September 2015. The minutes will be circulated within 48 
hours after SCSC 2, for subsequent review and endorsement intersessionally of SCSC members at most 
two weeks from the dates of the meeting. 
 
The Philippines briefed on the meeting arrangements and the SCSC social activity.  
 
APEC Secretariat Report 
 
The APEC Secretariat presented updates in APEC that may be relevant to SCSC, including on the 
Boracay Action Agenda, Global Value Chain, Supply Chain Connectivity, APEC Trade Repository, 
Connectivity Blueprint and Internet/ Digital Economy. The Secretariat also informed the Sub-Committee 
on important changes of APEC funding sources and dates to be noted for the project funding session 2, 
and highlighted the gender related issues in the fora’s work (2015/SOM3/SCSC2/002). 

 
4. SCSC Work Program for 2015 and Related Issues 

 
4.1. Trade Facilitation  

 
Collective Action Plan on Trade Facilitation (CAP-TF) 
 
Viet Nam briefly reported on the implementation of the SCSC’s Collective Action Plan (CAP) on 
Trade Facilitation (TF) for 2015 in as detailed in 2015/SOM3/SCSC/003. SCSC members are 
invited to make comments, provide inputs and updates by sending directly to Viet Nam. The 
updated report on implementation of the SCSC CAP 2015 will be submitted to APEC Secretariat 
by the end of December 2015 (2015/SOM3/SCSC2/004). 
 

The United States thanked Viet Nam for its work to update the CAP-TF.  Noting that the 
SCSC would discuss the Terms of Reference later in the meeting, the United States 
suggested that the SCSC may wish to consider editing the document to focus on more 
recent work.  Information on previous work (some of which is 15 years old) would always 
be available through the APEC document system, but the edited CAP-TF document 
would contain the most up-to-date information. 
 
Australia echoed the same concern.  
 
Noting that revision of the format as suggested by the US and Australia may take time, 
the Chair sought the endorsement of the updated CAP-TF as of 11 August 2015. SCSC 
agreed to endorse the updated CAP-TF (2015/SOM3/SCSC2/003).  
 
The Chair, reiterating Viet Nam’s request, enjoined SCSC members to update the CAP-
TF 2015 on the implementation of SCSC projects by end of December 2015. 

 
Technical Barriers to Trade  
 
Japan reported on the WTO TBT Committee Meetings held in March and June 2015 including the 
Specific Trade Concerns raised, the Thematic Session especially for the Seventh Triennial 
Review, and the schedule of the future TBT Meetings (2015/SOM3/SCSC/005). 
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Sanitary and Phyto-sanitary Measures  
 
China reported on the Meeting of the WTO SPS Committee held on 26-27 March, 2015 
(2015/SOM3/SCSC/038). 
 

4.2. Alignment with International Standards and Active Participation in International 
Standardization 
 
Voluntary Action Plan (VAP) Alignment Work 
 

Japan reported on the results of the inputs of member economies to the questionnaire for the VAP 
survey (2015/SOM3/SCSC/006) and proposed a revised survey format. Member economies are 
encouraged to provide comments on the revised survey format (2015/SOM3/SCSC/007). 
 

The Chair underscored the need for the inputs of SCSC members (through the survey 
questionnaire) in making the VAP work more efficient and comprehensive.  
 
Mexico inquired on how to propose other standards to be included in the list of VAP 
survey. 
 
Japan responded that the list of standards for this term is already fixed but Mexico can 
suggest standards for the VAP for the next term. 
 
Malaysia suggested that Japan identify a list of voluntary standards that would be 
beneficial to SCSC.  It also suggested for Japan to verify if the status of alignment (IDT, 
MOD and NEQ) is reflective of the latest version of the standard on the adoption of 
international standard as national standards. 
 
Peru pointed out that standards and technical regulations are good tools to facilitate trade 
and that the VAP also consider standards for products of interest to SCSC members 
other than electrical and electronic products. 
 
Japan shared that previous VAP work covered different standards and sectors. 
 
The Philippines indicated its continued support in the alignment work of SCSC. 
 
The Chair encouraged SCSC members to provide comments on the proposed format 
prior to SCSC 1 2016 taking into consideration the new elements to be included in format. 
 
 

 SCSC Related Projects  
 

Japan reported on Multilateral Recognition Arrangements (MLA) Readiness Project in Energy 
Management System, ISO 50001.The project which included four workshops has been 
completed in August 2015 and the final report of the project is available on the APEC Publication 
Database. Japan thanked PAC for its cooperation on the project (2015/SOM3/SCSC/008). 
 

PAC thanked Japan for its work in coordinating and presenting this project over the past 
two years, and advised that the PAC MLA for Energy Management Systems (EnMS) 
would commence receiving applications in the near future. 
 
The Philippines expressed its appreciation on APEC initiatives on this area. 

China updated on Harmonizing Standards and Enhancing Technical Capacity in Measurement 
and Verification of Energy Savings (CTI 13 2014A). Members were encouraged to submit 
nominations by the timeline, 31 August 2015 (2015/SOM3/SCSC/039). 

 
Malaysia reported on the APEC Workshop on Capacity Building for Providing Medical External 
Quality Assurance (EQA) Programme (CTI 24 2014A) to be held on 27-29 October 2015 in Kuala 
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Lumpur, Malaysia. Members were encouraged to submit nominations by the timeline, 01 
September 2015 (2015/SOM3/SCSC/043). 
 

4.3. Good Regulatory Practice 
  
 8th Conference on Good Regulatory Practice (GRP) 
 

The Philippines reported on the results of the 8th Conference on Good Regulatory Practice (GRP) 
held on 27-28 August 2015 in Cebu City. It shared the highlights from the conference relevant to 
the key issues and recommended actions on: single online location for regulatory information; 
Periodic Review and Prospective Regulatory Planning; Capacity Building on GRP; Best Practices 
and the Challenges faced by MSMEs for Inclusive Growth (2015/SOM3/SCSC/045). It further 
shared that the report for the project will be circulated to SCSC for endorsement. The Philippines 
expressed its appreciation for all the support extended by member economies to ensure success 
of the conference. It underscored the positive response from the participants on the topics 
discussed, speakers and discussants.  

 
The United States and Malaysia thanked the Philippines for the organization of the 
conference and highlighted the positive outcome of the said event. 
 

Update on the 2011 Baseline Study on Good Regulatory Practice (GRP) 
 
On behalf of the United States, Mr. Scott Jacobs provided an overview of the 2015 update of the 
2011 Baseline Study.  He described some of the key findings of the initial 2011 study and the 
2013 update.  He highlighted the importance of transparency in GRP.  Mr. Jacobs reported that 
the United States, through the APEC Secretariat, had recently distributed the questionnaire for 
use in the 2015 update (2015/SOM3/SCSC/037).  The U.S. delegate highlighted the connection 
between GRP and positive economic outcomes, including increased trade and investment and 
expanded opportunities for SMEs.  The United States noted that the use of a single online portal 
could facilitate transparency.  The United States also asked delegates to complete and return the 
survey in a timely manner. 

 
The Philippines thanked the United States for their support to the 8th GRP Conference 
and for presenting the update on the baseline study at the conference. 
 
The Chair encouraged members to provide inputs by 15 October 2015 to the 
questionnaire circulated by the United States through the Secretariat as requested by the 
United States.  
 

Economic Committee Work on GRP  
 
The Economic Committee (EC) Chair briefed SCSC on the current initiatives of the committee in 
terms of good regulatory practices (GRPs) particularly on its strong focus on RIA, use of new 
technology to further transparency and regulatory cooperation. He also shared the AEPR 2014 
report and recommendations for actions. A possible way forward in the GRP work is the 
implementation of GRP in specific sectors. For the 2016 GRP Conference, the meeting was 
informed that the Structural Reform Ministerial Meeting (SRMM) will be requested to endorse the 
identified topics as well as the discussion of EC 2 on the following potential topics: (1) Building 
political will for GRP (also covering regulatory cooperation) and (2) Services and GRP. He 
requested SCSC to provide views on the proposal either in the meeting or through the 
Secretariat (2015/SOM3/SCSC/044). 
 

The United States thanked the EC Chair and noted that his presentation of work under 
the EC included elements common to SCSC work on GRP.  It encouraged the EC to 
consult and work with the SCSC as the EC begins its work on the 9th Conference on 
GRP as there is a great deal of  expertise and institutional knowledge among the SCSC 
members. 
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In response to the United States, the EC Chair pointed out that the committee is happy to 
provide information on the organization of the conference. 

 
Members’ Reports on the Progress of GRP Implementation in their Economies 
 
The United States shared to the meeting the implementation of Executive Order 13609 
(Promoting International Regulatory Cooperation), in particular, the June 2015 publication of the 
guidelines of the Regulatory Working Group. 
 

4.4. Technical Infrastructure Development  
 

The United States reported on its multi-year project on the Role of Standards and Conformity 
Assessment Measures in Enhancing the Performance of the Commercial Building Sector. 
Member economies were encouraged to study how their economies can utilize building codes to 
increase building performance (2015/SOM3/SCSC/010). 
 
The United States updated SCSC on its activities on Aligning Energy Efficiency for ICT Products 
– Implementing a Strategic Approach that seeks to reduce barriers to trade on computer 
products. The United States noted that China had agreed to conduct a comparison of its national 
testing form against the testing form for IEC 62623, and said that it had asked regulators in other 
APEC economies to conduct a similar comparison.   The United States said that the project could 
facilitate the development of transportable testing between APEC economies 
(2015/SOM3/SCSC/009). 

 
The Chair requested US to prepare updates on the proposed actions in the next meeting. 
She also highlighted the importance of a developed technical infrastructure to fuel growth 
in the region as well as to gain the benefits of the measures being pursued by APEC. 

 
4.5. Food and Product Safety  

 
Chinese Taipei provided updates on the results of the project entitled  “APEC Conference on 
Management and Related Scientific Detection of Food Additives in Foods( SCSC 02 2015S)” 
held on 29-30 April 2015. Chinese Taipei thanked the participation of SCSC in the project 
particularly on identifying speakers. Other economies were also invited to evaluate their post 
market surveillance plans. It was mentioned that there are economies that will provide 
opportunities for visits and participation for food training programs. Chinese Taipei shared its 
plan to submit related conference proposals to CTI for consideration (2015/SOM3/SCSC/011). 
 
The Chair welcomed Australia to share its report on the APEC FSCF 2nd Expert Workshop on 
Harmonisation of Pesticide Maximum Residue, 23-24 August 2015 (SCSC 01 2015S). 
 
Australia shared that the Expert Workshop on Harmonisation of Pesticide Maximum Residue is a 
self-funded project by Australia to advance and complement the work of the APEC Regulatory 
Cooperation work in pesticide Maximum Residue Limits for imported foods within APEC 
economies.  The aim of the self-funded project is to develop a guideline for the harmonization of 
pesticide MRLs for imported foods.  
 
The 2nd Expert Workshop which was held in the margins of the Food Safety Cooperation Forum 
on 23 and 24 August 2015, focused on the background and principles of the project and 
highlighted progress made since the 1st workshop held in April in Sydney where delegates 
identified trade barriers and key factors contributing to the differing MRLs amongst member 
economies.  
 
In working towards an agreement to the draft guideline, delegates at the 2nd Expert Workshop 
reviewed the principles and recommended processes to harmonize pesticide MRLs for imported 
foods.  Delegates also discussed ideas towards the development of the implementation plan for 
the guideline document between member economies. 
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The Chair expressed gratitude to Australia for leading the work on MRLs and looks 
forward to the implementation of identified work streams. 

 
The United States reported on the recently conducted APEC FSCF PTIN Workshop on Effective 
Industry - Regulator Cooperation, 24-25 August 2015 (M CTI 03 2012A). The objective of the 
roundtable was to build the capacity of trade associations locally to be effective in helping their 
governments develop workable, sustainable national food safety policies, laws and regulations. 
At the end, the roundtable identified the following next steps to capacitate trade associations: (a) 
Development of a “Industry Associations: Their Role and Value” document; (b) Establish a 
mentoring program such as big brother/little brother concept; and (c) Map APEC resources to 
identify trade associations, infrastructure, and educational materials and establish contact 
network (2015/SOM3/SCSC/035). 

 
The Chair commended the US, its partner economies, and PTIN in pursuing such 
collaboration as stronger partnerships ensure wider buy in of regional initiatives. 

 
Australia reported on the 5th Meeting of the APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum, 26 August 
2015. The FSCF acknowledged the continued support and direction provided by the SCSC, CTI, 
and Ministers for Trade and APEC Economic Leaders. The FSCF continues to make significant 
progress towards the goals and capacity building priorities of the Forum, and the work 
undertaken in partnership with PTIN. Significant progress was also made on implementing action 
plans in its two priority areas: export certificates and pesticide maximum residue limits. The 
FSCF commended the contributions made by the Wine Regulatory Forum and the efforts that the 
World Bank Global Food Safety Partnership has contributed towards food safety capacity 
building in the region. At the 5th FSCF meeting on 26 August the ‘Cebu Statement’ was finalized 
and signed.  The Cebu Statement reflected the outcomes of the meeting and the report of FSCF 
will be submitted once finalized.  
 

The United States expressed its appreciation to China and Australia, as co-chairs of the 
FSCF, for their hard work on the FSCF activities and the excellent results of the week’s 
workshops. 
 
The Chair stressed that a strong food safety regulatory system ensures a safer, resilient 
and sustainable APEC region. 
 

Chile provided a progress report on Facilitating Trade through Updates on Food Safety 
Regulatory Standards of APEC Economies (CTI 18 2014A) (2015/SOM3/SCSC/041).  
 

The Chair encouraged nomination to the workshop to be held on 23 - 25 September 
2015 in Santiago, Chile as well as the participation to the survey. 

 
Chile updated the meeting on its plan for the project entitled “Food Safety on Coordinated 
Research Initiative for the Implementation of Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) Control Strategies” 
(CTI 25 2014A). It encouraged SCSC members to attend the workshop in Santiago, Chile on 28-
30 October 2015 and to complete and submit the survey (2015/SOM3/SCSC/042). 
 

The Chair reiterated the request for the SCSC’s nomination of competent officials to the 
workshop. 

 
The United States provided updates on the project “Preparing Trainers to Deliver Sustainable 
Education to Prevent Food Safety Concerns Threatening Aquaculture Development including 
Related Concerns for Disease Management – A Joint Food Safety Cooperation Forum 
Partnership Training Institute Network (FSCF PTIN) and World Bank Global Food Safety 
Partnership (GFSP) Program”. The workshop will be held on 21-24 September 2015 in Hanoi, 
Vietnam using a train the trainer format (2015/SOM3/SCSC/036). 

 
The Chair stressed that this initiative is contributory to the on-going work under the 
Mainstreaming Oceans Initiative (MOI) that focuses issues on oceans including food 
safety. 
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With regard to the APEC Survey on Packaging and Labelling Requirements for Pre-Packaged 
Food Products (SCSC 03 2015S), the Philippines reported its partial results. This project is a 
follow-through to the Boracay Action Agenda (BAA) to Globalize Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) endorsed by the Ministers Responsible for Trade in May 2015. It shared 
that it welcomes submissions until 15 September 2015 from member economies to ensure that 
comprehensive information will be gathered and later on shared with relevant stakeholders 
(2015/SOM3/SCSC/012). 

 
4.6. EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative 

 
Japan as the JRAC Chair reported on the JRAC seminar held on 25th August 2015. Fifteen 
economies and IEC participated in the seminar and four presentations related to JRAC were 
made (2015/SOM3/SCSC/032). 
 
Report on the 20th JRAC meeting was also delivered by Japan where fifteen economies and IEC 
participated. Eight (8) economies gave their Economy Updates during the meeting. JRAC 
members also reviewed past actions and discussed the work plan of JRAC. Japan informed 
SCSC that Korea had confirmed being the next JRAC Chair and Malaysia as JRAC Secretary. 
The 21s JRAC meeting will be held in Peru back to back with SCSC 2 2016. 
 

The Philippines thanked Japan on leading the work on JRAC for 2015. With regard to the 
implementation of the APEC EE MRA, The Philippines suggested for JRAC to consider 
also including exchange of information on the implementation of Part 2 and Part 3 of the 
MRA in each JRAC meeting to increase awareness. This approach may encourage wider 
participation on Parts 2 and 3 by other member economies. 

 
4.7. Standards and Conformance Education 

 
No further updates were given on Inspiring Next Generation of Standards Professional 
Development (CTI 07 2013T) as the final report was provided in SCSC 1 2015 by Korea. 
 
Instead, Korea provided the results of the 10th International Cooperation for Education about 
Standardization (ICES) Conference that the World Standards Cooperation (ISO, IEC and ITU) 
organized on 24-26 August 2015 in Seoul, Korea. It was underscored that ICES reaffirmed and 
decided to continue the need for collaboration to promote standards education activities in 
schools and universities, and also in on-the-job training programs. ICES will also explore better 
mechanisms to involve more industry representatives as speakers and participants to future 
ICES programs (2015/SOM3/SCSC/040). 
 

The Chair commended the excellent work Korea has done on standards and 
conformance education. She stressed the important role education plays in developing 
human capital in the region. She noted that a robust human capital has a direct relation 
to economic growth as it promotes efficiency, invention and innovation. 
 
The United States thanked Korea for the excellent and ground-breaking work it had 
conducted in the area of standards education. It shared that the standards education 
materials ranked as one of most accessed documents on the APEC website. 
 
Peru thanked Korea on its excellent work for standards education in SCSC. It shared that 
Peru has started the work on a National Olympiad on Standards. It also shared its plan to 
participate in the Olympics to be held in Korea. 

 
Recent progress in standards education activities in Member Economies 

 
Indonesia shared that it continued its cooperation with the universities in the field of education on 
standardization. In 2015, Indonesia has conducted web conferences on Standardization Lecture 
with nine (9) universities and will also launch web e-learning program on standardization. 
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Japan echoed its support to the standards education initiative in SCSC.  
 

Mexico shared that they have done many work on IT tools development in term of standards 
education. It cited its current work with GS1. 

 
The Chair thanked Members for sharing information on their standards education 
programs. She sought the SCSC’s support in continuing the standards and conformance 
education agenda in the Sub-committee as well as to explore the possibility of 
harnessing cross-fora collaboration with other working groups that also work on 
education to further enhance dissemination of information on standards and conformance. 

 
4.8. Interaction with Business 

 
The United States encouraged economies to participate in the work of the WRF, particularly the 
November 2015 meeting in Australia and the efforts to develop a model export certificate.  In 
addition, the United States noted that the vast majority of firms engaged in wine production were 
SMEs, and so the work to facilitate trade for these companies would address elements of the 
Boracay Action Agenda (2015/SOM3/SCSC/014). 
 

Chile thanked US and Australia on their great efforts on this initiative. 
 

Chinese Taipei shared its view that consolidating the requirements into one form saves 
resources and prevents troubles on import administration. It shared that it is positive that 
WRF goal for 2018 will be achieved.  
 
The United States thanked Chile and Chinese Taipei on their support to this initiative.  

 
Australia updated the meeting on the inter-sessional meeting of World Wine Trade Group 
(WWTG), its current works and future plans and meetings. It shared that five APEC member 
economies are part of WWTG (Australia, Canada, Chile, New Zealand and the United States). It 
shared that WWTG is working closely with FSCF and WRF to enhance collaboration on issues 
that affect wine trade in the region (2015/SOM3/SCSC/015). 
 
The Chair encouraged members to forward new proposals on how to increase business 
engagement in SCSC activities. She noted the importance of a strong partnership in furthering 
APEC goals of sustainable and innovative Asia Pacific region. 

 
5. SCSC Projects  
 

Concept Notes submitted for Session 2, 2015  
 
Japan reported on the project on the Capacity-building and Awareness Project on Enhancement 
of Total Environmental Efficiency (Energy/ Carbon and Material Efficiency) through MFCA, ISO 
14051. The reported highlighted benefits of MFCA and the objectives it pursues.  The meeting 
also noted that the MFCA project was approved by CTI for funding in Session 2 2015 
(2015/SOM3/SCSC/016). 

With respect to the implementation of the project, the Philippines welcomed this regional 
training program as it views that this will continue the momentum on the understanding 
and possible adoption and implementation by business of MFCA. 

Malaysia presented its project on APEC Guidelines on Online Business Retail Dispute 
Resolution Mechanism. It informed that meeting that the project was submitted in Session 2 
project cycle in 2015 and was not approved.  Malaysia plans to revise it for submission to 
Session 1 2016 and requested for member economies support to the revised proposal 
(2015/SOM3/SCSC/048). 

Peru reported the objectives, components and timelines of its project entitled “Supporting 
MSMEs trade facilitation through Standardization activities”. Among the objectives of the project 
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is to exchange information among NSBs on standardization activities implemented with MSMEs. 
Peru thanked SCSC members support as co-sponsors (2015/SOM3/SCSC/017). 

The Philippines shared that it looks forward on the implementation of the project as 
standardization is one the key driver in enhancing competitiveness of MSMEs at the 
same time allowing them to access wider markets. 

Peru presented its plan for the 11th Conference on Standards and Conformance, another concept 
noted submitted for funding in Session 2 2015. It noted that the project intends to share 
experiences among member economies on how standards will promote innovation 
(2015/SOM3/SCSC/018). 

The United States and Japan expressed its support for the two projects proposed by 
Peru. 

The Philippines thanked Peru for its informative presentation and the Philippines looks 
forward to the further development of the project. It suggested that as the project 
espouses an area of collaboration with science and technology that Peru may wish to 
coordinate with the Policy Partnership on Science Technology and Innovation (PPSTI). 

New Concept Notes to be submitted for Session 1, 2016  

Peru presented its concept note entitled “Workshop on Good Animal Husbandry Practices 
(GAHP) for Efficient and Safe Milk Production based on Pastures in APEC Developing 
Economies” (2015/SOM3/SCSC/019). 

The United States asked Peru if it intended the proposal to be part of the FSCF work. 

In respond to the query, Peru shared that as of the moment the project is being proposed under 
SCSC.  

 

 

6. SCSC Support to Other APEC Committees, Sub-fora or Working Groups  
 
Policy Partnership on Science, Technology and Innovation (PPSTI)  
 
The PPSTI through, Mr Jun Wei (Richard) Wang, provided updates on the PPSTI project on Internet 
of Vehicles - IOV Project Phase 2: A Global Exhibition with a Symposium in the Asia-Pacific 
Region.He pointed out that the project directly responds to 2015 theme of building inclusive and 
resilient economy. He also presented on the implementation of the Phase 1 of the project in 2014 
and the future plans for Phase 2 such as the updating of the APEC Internet of Vehicles White Paper 
and mounting of exhibitions in an annual basis. He also requested if SCSC can consider being a co-
sponsor to the next phase of the project so the initiative can be considered for a multi-year project 
(2015/SOM3/SCSC/020). 
 

Malaysia suggested for PPSTI to collaborate with ISO/IEC/ITU as these organizations have on-
going work on Fully Networked Car. It shared that SCSC memberships are mostly National 
Standards Bodies (NSBs) that are members of said organizations.  Korea echoed that there are 
already on-going initiatives in the international level.  

 
SCSC-SMEWG Collaboration 
 
 Friends of the Chair (FoTC) on SCSC-SMEWG Collaboration 
 

The Philippines reported on the meeting of the Friends of the Chair (FoTC) on SCSC-SMEWG 
Collaboration held on 28 August 2015. The Philippines reported the attendance of 31 delegates 
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from eleven economies (Australia, Japan, Malaysia, Peru, USA, Vietnam, Chile, Singapore, 
Indonesia, Mexico, Philippines) and the APEC Secretariat.  Aside from SCSC members, the 
SMEWG Chair Representative and SMEWG Representatives from the Philippines and Peru also 
participated in the meeting. Ways forward identified are information sharing and strong 
coordination between SCSC and SMEWG in both the APEC and economies’ levels as keys in 
furthering the initiative. Details on the meeting are outlined in documents 
(2015/SOM3/SCSC/046). 

 
The United States said that it appreciated the work of the Philippines on the FoTC 
process. It requested that documents used for the FoTC meeting be shared with 
SMEWG.  

 
SMEWG Initiatives of Relevance to SCSC 
 
The SMEWG Chair Representative updated the meeting on the chain of events held at the 
margins of the 40th SMEWG Meeting particularly on the Global Supply Chains for SMEs and the 
Non-tariff Measures Workshop. The SMEWG Chair Representative shared possible areas of 
SCSC-SMEWG collaboration such as information sharing, exploring build-in scalability for 
SCSC-related technical training and outputs to reach more SMEs (2015/SOM3/SCSC/031). 

 
The United States thanked the SMEWG Chair for his presentation and for the successful 
workshops held on the margins of the 40th SMEWG meeting.  It observed that some of 
the areas for cooperation described in the presentation are already being addressed.  For 
example, Peru had proposed a concept note to facilitate SMEs in standards development 
and the FSCF discussion on mentoring already addresses the proposal of SMEWG on 
building up the technical training.  

 
The Philippines thanked the SMEWG Chair Representative for his presentation and looks 
forward to the current and future collaborative work with SMEWG. 

 
The Chair highlighted that the endorsement of the Boracay Action Agenda to Globalize MSMEs 
envisages stronger cross-fora collaboration within APEC to tap expertise and resources in the 
region towards a common goal of enhancing MSMEs competitiveness. This is where standards 
and conformance comes in, as a facilitative tool to reinforce the goals of the BAA. 
 

APEC Trade Repository (APEC TR) 
 

The Philippines updated on the launching of an APEC Trade Repository (APEC TR) 
(2015/SOM1/SCSC/021). The meeting also took note of the deadline of 13 October 2015 for the 
contributions to the APEC TR (2015/SOM3/SCSC/022). The Philippines emphasized the need to 
closely coordinate with CTI representatives on the updating of the URLs. The APEC TR is 
intended to be launched during the Ministers Week in November 2015.The Philippines shared 
that the APEC TR received endorsement from MAG and SCCP. 
 

Boracay Action Agenda to Globalize MSMEs (BAA) 
 

The Philippines shared that the BAA implementation plan is directed towards achieving the 
common goal of building dynamic and global APEC MSMEs.  The goal is to increase by 2020 the 
direct and indirect participation of MSMES in international markets and global value chains. 
SCSC activities were pointed out to contribute to action point no. 3 on providing timely and 
accurate information on export and import procedures and requirements. The members of SCSC 
were informed that BAA is a living document and APEC fora can include more action plans 
(2015/SOM1/SCSC/023). 

 
7. SRBs Report 

 
The Specialist Regional Bodies’ (SRB) Forum Chair (PAC) advised that the Forum had met 
immediately before the SOM 1 SCSC meeting.  The SRB’s 2015 Work Program was circulated at 
that meeting for comment by SCSC members and subsequently adopted without change. The Forum 
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will meet again in the margins of SOM 1 in Peru and, following the positive response to the open 
session at Clark, will once again host a half-day open session.  It is planned that each SRB will make 
two presentations.  The first of these will be targeted at new SCSC delegates and regulators, 
explaining who we are and what we do. The second will be subject-specific, with the theme of the 
session to be determined shortly, in line with current APEC priorities. In order to enhance SRB 
contributions to SCSC activities, the SRBs again requested that project proposers contact the SRBs 
during the development of proposals in which their involvement is sought or anticipated.  

 
8. Review of SCSC Terms of Reference  
 

Draft Terms of Reference 
 
Australia informed the meeting that it will lead the discussion on the draft SCSC Terms of Reference 
and Appendix1 - Member Economies Principles for Cooperation   while New Zealand will cover the 
Thematic Priorities to the Terms of Reference. It drew the attention of the members to TOR 
Discussion Paper (2015/SOM3/SCSC/026) which was developed to provide guidance on the 
discussion of the TOR.  
 
Australia updated the meeting that comments were received from Malaysia, Mexico, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and the APEC Secretariat. It would be valuable to link the objectives of the TOR 
and the activities in Appendix 1. 

 
Australia shared to the meeting that the contents of Appendix 1 were extracted from existing TOR 
which has 16 objectives and a number of areas of work. The revisions are made to provide some 
clarity and structure to the actual TOR. The draft TOR itself is clear and concise in terms of direction 
to SCSC, while Appendix 1 provides the scope of activities where SCSC operates. Appendix 3 
captures the current existing priorities in APEC and SCSC. 

 
The United States, Japan and Singapore provided some comments on the draft SCSC TOR 
(2015/SOM3/SCSC/027). 

 
Australia suggested that SCSC members submit their written comments instead of having their 
comments during the meeting. New Zealand supported the proposal. 

 
SCSC agreed for the members to take the document back to their capitals for further review.  
 

Appendix 1 - Member Economies Principles for Cooperation 
 

Australia presented to the meeting comments received on the draft Appendix 1 - Member Economies 
Principles for Cooperation (2015/SOM3/SCSC/028). The discussion focused on the areas where 
prior comments were received. 
 
Appendix 3.2 - Thematic Priorities of the TOR (2015/SOM3/SCSC/029) 

 
New Zealand discussed Appendix 3.2 - Thematic Priorities of the TOR (2015/SOM3/SCSC/029) 
which is a reconciled version of members’ comments as well as Australia, and New Zealand’s texts. 
The rationale of 3.2 is to provide some high level accessible guidance to SCSC when developing 
projects that fall under SCSC. The document also aligns priorities of SCSC with CTI and APEC 
priorities. 

 
The United States, Japan and Korea expressed their concern that the thematic priorities should 
not be used as an additional criterion to evaluate a project for funding.  

 
Australia commented that the thematic priorities will provide strategic guidelines on the 
development of the projects based on the overall APEC priorities. It said that drawing the 
linkages among these priorities will assist in the designing of the projects.  
 
On the lead economies, Malaysia and Korea expressed their concerns that it is better to leave 
decisions on this area for the meeting to decide instead of putting it in the TOR.   
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The United States suggested that New Zealand explore the possibility of moving items 5 and 6 to 
the TOR instead of incorporating this in the Appendix. 

 
Australia inquired from the members if there is appetite to remove paragraphs 5 and 6.   
 
The United States supported the removal as paragraphs 5 and 6 do not fit directly in the thematic 
priorities. 
 
New Zealand took note of the SCSC decision on this regard. 

 
SCSC agreed to working intersessionallly on the endorsement of the TOR and its appendices. The 
meeting also agreed that endorsement to the CTI of the revised TOR and its appendices is targeted 
by 23 October 2015. Comments are agreed to be submitted by 30 September 2015. Australia and 
New Zealand are to revert back to SCSC for confirmation of the revised documents with SCSC 
comments. 
 

9. Adoption of SCSC 2 Summary of Highlights  
 
SCSC adopted the Summary of the Highlights that will be the basis of report to be prepared to CTI 
by the SCSC Chair. Meeting minutes are to be circulated intersessionally for the subsequent review, 
additional comments and endorsement by SCSC members as agreed in agenda 3. 
 

10. Next Meeting 
 
Peru informed the meeting of its intention to host the next SCSC meeting in Peru. 
 

11. Meeting Documents 
 
SCSC confirmed the document classification list of the meeting. (2015/SOM3/SCSC/000) 
 

12. Other Business 
 

13. Adjournment 


