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RATIONALE	AND	MAIN	
FEATURES	OF	CHINA‐KOREA	

FTA

HAN,	Yi

Ministry	of	Commerce	of	China

China‐Korea	FTA	Timelines	

2004
Unofficial

Feasibility	Study

2006
Government‐

Industry‐University

Feasibility	Study

May	2012
FTA	Negotiation

Launched

February	2015
FTA	Negotiation

Completed

June	2015
Agreement	Signed

2015/2016
Expected	to

Come	into	Force
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Motivations	(1)

PARTNERS	FOR

Common

Development

Safeguarding

Peace

Revitalizing

Asia

Promoting

Global	Prosperity

Geo‐Political	
Relations

Geo‐Political	
Relations

Motivations	(2)

Economic	
Relations
Economic	
Relations

Bilateral	Trade	
Value	≈	300	Billion	

USD

China	is	the	Largest	
Trade	Partner	

Country	of	Korea

Korea	is	the	3rd

Largest	Trade	
Partner	Country	of	

China
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Motivations	(3)

Industry	Supply	ChainsIndustry	Supply	Chains

Motivations	(4)

Regional	
Economic	
Integration

Regional	
Economic	
Integration

China‐
Korea	FTA

China‐
Japan‐
Korea	FTA

RCEP

FTAAP
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Zero	Tariff

CHINA KOREA

Tariff	Lines Import	Value Tariff	Lines Import	Value

Agriculture	and	
Fishery	
Products

93% 56% 70% 40%

Manufactured
Products

90% 85% 97% 94%

Total 91% 85% 92% 91%

Highly	Sensitive	Products

CHINA
• Chemical	Product
• Steel
• Machinery	and	Electronic	
Products

CHINA
• Chemical	Product
• Steel
• Machinery	and	Electronic	
Products

KOREA
• Agricultural	and	Fishery	
Products

• Apparel	&	Textiles
• Wood	and	Paper	Products

KOREA
• Agricultural	and	Fishery	
Products

• Apparel	&	Textiles
• Wood	and	Paper	Products
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Address	Sensitivities	(1)

Long	Transition	
Period	&
Non‐Linear

Tariff	Reduction

Long	Transition	
Period	&
Non‐Linear

Tariff	Reduction
LCD	Panel

Kimchi

Address	Sensitivities	(2)

Partial	Tariff	Reduction	Partial	Tariff	Reduction	

Shampoo
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Address	Sensitivities	(3)

Country‐Specific	QuotaCountry‐Specific	Quota

• APPENDIX	2‐A‐1
The	aggregate	quantity	of	originating	goods	of	China	that	shall	be	
permitted	to	enter	free	of	customs	duty	is	specified	below.	

HSK	2012 Product
Annual	Quantity	
(Metric	Tons)	

… … …

1605542091	 Seasoned	Squid	 980

… … …

Address	Sensitivities	(4)

ExclusionExclusion
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More	Information

FTA.MOFCOM.GOV.CNFTA.MOFCOM.GOV.CN
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