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TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

STRENGTHENING TRANSPARENCY 
AND PARTICIPATION
Todd Mercer
Assistant Secretary, Free Trade Agreement Division



WHY TRANSPARENCY? 
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• To inform policy development

• To inform the public

• To build support for trade and 
investment liberalisation



WHO ARE WE TRYING TO ENGAGE?
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₋ Business
₋ Civil Society
₋ Parliament or Congress
₋ Provincial or State Governments



INFORMING OUR APPROACH TO TRADE 
NEGOTIATIONS

• Prioritising products or sectors

• Understanding sensitivities

• Market access barriers

• Market insights
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INFORMING STAKEHOLDERS

• Explaining negotiating priorities

• Providing regular updates

• Managing expectations

• Two-way flow of information
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BUILDING SUPPORT FOR TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT AGENDA

• Promoting the benefits of trade and investment

• Governments can’t do
it on their own
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HOW ARE WE CURRENTLY GOING ABOUT IT?
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• Website updates and fact sheets

• Public stakeholder meetings 
between negotiations and at 
negotiating rounds

• Ongoing day-to-day contact with 
industry and civil society groups



ENGAGEMENT DURING NEGOTIATING ROUNDS
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• Indonesia Australia Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement Business Forum
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• Consultation with State and 
Territory Governments through 
SCOT and SOTIG

• Targeted stakeholder meetings 
with industry and interest 
groups



ADVOCATING THE BENEFITS OF TRADE AND 
OPEN MARKETS
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• FTA Roadshows

• Seminars for customs brokers and freight 
forwarders



FTA OUTREACH AND ADVOCACY: FTA PORTAL
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https://ftaportal.dfat.gov.au/




