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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The write-up on the Yearly Review Framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint 2015-2025 is a
compilation on completed and on-going initiatives related to the 3 connectivity pillars, i.e. physical,
institutional and people-to-people. Input on initiatives are contributed by Economies and relevant subfora.

Required Action/Decision Points
It is recommended that Senior Officials:
1. Note the 2018 Yearly Review Framework for the APEC Connectivity Blueprint.

2018 YEARLY REVIEW FRAMEWORK
FOR APEC CONNECTIVITY BLUEPRINT 2015-2025

The information provided in this report based on the submission of domestic and APEC initiatives
received from member economies and fora through a request for information from 26 September
to 12 October 2018. This year, the APEC Secretariat has received submissions from 16
Economies and 16 fora, comprising a series of on-going and new initiatives for physical
connectivity, institutional connectivity and people-to-people connectivity, which details elaborated
in the Annexes.

This year’s review highlighted the following, among others:

1) Physical Connectivity
-

Improves supply chain performance by strengthening regional integration and
transportation connectivity (air, land and maritime), building or development of
transportation infrastructure and corridor, and expand the benefits of telecommunication
and e-commerce facilities;

-

Improving regulatory framework and trade facilitation for power interconnection and
energy trade; and

-

Strengthening economic and disaster resiliency management through improvement of
institutional, legal and regulatory framework.

2) Institutional Connectivity
-

Advances regulatory and procedural co-operation across economies in customs and
border authorities through public-private partnership and structural reform;

-

Promoting e-commerce and harmonization of standards for the smooth and secure
movement of data; and

-

Intensify efforts to facilitate business to promote inclusive and innovative growth.

3) People Connectivity
-

Initiative on transport and logistics occupational standards development;

-

Enhancement of tourism services; and

-

Mobility of professionals and scholars.
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PHYSICAL CONNECTIVITY

A1.

INITIATIVES BY APEC FORA

Several initiatives are being enforced by the following groups for better supply chain performance
by joining and integrating logistics, transport, energy, and telecommunications infrastructure in
the APEC region.

i)

Chemical Dialogue
Further from Policy and Practice Recommendations for Overcoming Barriers to Financing
Waste Management Systems and Reducing Marine Litter which was endorsed by APEC
Ministers in 2016, Chemical Dialogue (CD) and Oceans and Fisheries Working Group
(OFWG) have established a cross-fora virtual working group to bring together government
and industry stakeholders in promoting innovative solutions to marine debris through the
development of solid waste management infrastructure. The initiative has achieved the
following progress:

(1)

Initiated collaboration with the APEC Finance Ministers Process and presented at
the APEC Finance and Central Bank Deputies meeting.

(2)

Collaborated with the Ocean and Fisheries Working Group through funding project
OFWG 01 2018A which seeks to promote implementation of the Policy and
Practice recommendations and specifically work on innovative financing
mechanisms

for

infrastructure

development

and

improving

institutional

coordination between national level agencies as well as national and local level
agencies.
ii)

Economic Committee (EC)
Economic Committee (EC) and APEC Finance Ministers' Process (FMP) have established
a cross-fora working group in preparing the 2018 APEC Economic Policy Report on
Structural Reform and Infrastructure (AEPR) that ensuring quality infrastructure requires an
integrated, interlinked approach across a range of policy areas. The main report consists of
two parts: 1) Infrastructure Needs and the Impact of Investment in Physical and Digital
Infrastructure for Growth and Connectivity and 2) The Role of Structural Policies in Enabling
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the Efficient Provision and Management of Infrastructure which was endorsed by the
EC/SFOM and welcomed by the APEC Finance Ministers Meeting and will be submitted to
CSOM and APEC Ministerial Meeting (AMM);
A series of discussion on policy were put forward in advancing Physical Connectivity within
the area of Structural Reform and Infrastructure as well Provision of Public Services in
Electronic Format. Both policies highlighted that the APEC region has a high need for further
infrastructure development, respectively, to support private sector financing and also to
underline the role of governments-led digital transformation and public e-services in
particular in fostering greater connectivity
iii)

Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG)
As an output to APEC Project EPWG 01 2016 – Enhancing Rural Disaster Resilience
through Effective Infrastructure Investment, the compilation of case study for six economies
(Chinese Taipei, Indonesia, Japan, Philippines, the United States, and Viet Nam) was
published in June 2018. The Casebook provides a guide for economies in need of planning
for infrastructure recovery and Build Back Better (BBB) approaches which focus is placed
on non-metropolitan and rural areas facing growing demands for infrastructure. The
Casebook is accessible through online, which has also been circulated to all economies.

iv)

Energy Working Group (EWG)
EWG is implementing 36 projects as of October 2018, which are relevant to Physical
Connectivity. All projects are related to sub-pillar 6, i.e. Energy infrastructure development
and ensuring quality electricity supply for all APEC Economies. Among others, the projects
are:

(1)

Creating a regulatory framework negotiation for power exchange as agreed by both
Chile’s and Peru Minister’s Study for Economic Dispatch (220kV) power
interconnection between Chile and Peru, which is an important step towards a power
interconnection between both Economies. Both Chile’s and Peru’s Ministries of
Energy and Regulatory Authorities agreed on the terms of reference for an updated
study focused on the benefits of the economic dispatch for the 220kV power
interconnection among the frontier cities of Arica and Tacna. The Inter-American
Development Bank (IADB) is financing the study, and it is expected to deliver its
results by early 2019. Subsequent by the first meeting in November 2017, second
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meeting on March 2018 allowed both parties to agree on the general rules as a
common basis for the future regulatory framework agreement. Both countries are now
making efforts for continued discussion;
(2)

Two-day Workshop on Electromobility: focused on issue related to infrastructure and
workforce development held in Chile in February 2018. The workshop has
successfully achieved its aim as a medium to share best practices and addressing
issues towards greater use and increase regional trade of electric vehicles in roadtransport fleets. The full report is now available on APEC website;

(3)

Energy Smart Communities Initiative (ESCI) Best Practices Awards Program, which
has contributed greatly to the advancement of green growth, sustainable
development, long-term job creation and APEC’s goal of energy intensity reduction of
at least 45 percent by 2035 with 2005 as the reference. As the information hub of
ESCI network, the Knowledge Sharing Platform (KSP) has helped disseminate and
share best practices of ESCI’s areas of focus in a systematic manner. Following the
success of 2013, 2015 and 2017, the ESCI-KSP management team, with the support
from APEC member economies, will host 2019 ESCI Best Practices Awards Program.
This to ensure the continuation of the momentum of regional efforts in developing new
methods, technologies and applications;

(4)

The Oil and Gas Security Initiative (OGSI) is a succeeding project of the Oil and Gas
Security Exercise (OGSE) to put forward the directive of the 11th APEC Energy
Ministers' Meeting (EMM11) held in Beijing, China, on 2 September 2014.
The OGSI has a broader coverage consisting of three major pillars: Oil and Gas
Security Exercise (OGSE), Oil and Gas Security Network (OGSN) and Oil and Gas
Security Studies (OGSS). OGSE established "Oil and Gas Security Exercise Model
Procedure (OGS-EMP)" as a guiding framework for the economies. The 4th OGSE
which planned to be held in Malaysia in September/October 2018 has to be cancelled
due to change of the Government. It is now being proposed to be held in Chile
tentatively in March 2019. The 4th OSGN Forum was held successfully in Tokyo,
Japan in March 2018. Whilst OGSS has published “Investments in Natural Gas
Supply Chain under the Low Price Environment”, “Energy Security of APEC
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Economies and Changing Downstream Oil Environment”, “Investments in Natural
Gas Supply Chain under the Low Price Environment” from June to September 2018.

(5)

APEC Workshop on LNG Trade Facilitation. Expected to be implemented from 8/2018
– 12/2019, the workshop is planned to be held in Taipei, Chinese Taipei, 6th to 7th of
December 2018. The workshop is aiming to provide a platform for deeper dialogues
on policies, regulatory frameworks and market mechanisms related to the region’s
LNG development and trade facilitation among current and future LNG suppliers and
consumers of the region.

(6)

APEC Peer Review on Energy Efficiency (PREE) Phase 7 and it comprises of two
parts. The first part is the Follow-up PREE, which is designed to assist a former PREE
host economy in implementing the recommendations of a PREE review team and was
conducted in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 25th March 2018. The second part is Energy
Efficiency Policy (EEP) Workshop, which succeeds Cooperative Energy Efficient
Design for Sustainability (CEEDS) project as a forum to further discuss key issues in
the previous PREEs and was held in on 10 April 2018 in Washington DC. The
summary of the workshop was completed and endorsed by EWG in June 2018.

(7)

APEC Workshop on Promoting Resilience in the Energy Sector was held in Cebu,
Philippines from the 31st of July to the 2nd of August focusing on capacity-building
training on the methodology for evaluating climate change risks to energy
infrastructure.

v)

Telecommunications and Information Working Group (TELWG) has been working on the
following initiatives related to the physical connectivity:

(1)

Innovation Roundtable on Universal Broadband Access to identify and share best
practice approaches to enhance digital literacy and the improvement of citizens’
capability to fully participate in the Digital Economy. The Roundtable held on 4 June
2018 and attended by about 40 participants. A total of eight presentations was shared
by PNG, Japan, Russia, Viet Nam, US, Australia, ISOC, DataCo on approaches in
providing universal broadband access;
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(2)

Industry Roundtable on Facilities Sharing and Open Access Regimes within APEC to
explore ways to increase availability, accessibility and affordability of ICTs for the
underserved or unserved APEC groups. The Industry Roundtable was held on 5 June
2018 and attended by 10 economies;

(3)

Regulatory Roundtable on Best Practices for Promoting Universal Broadband Service
to facilitate information and opinion exchange on best practices for promoting
universal broadband service among economies The roundtable was held at TEL58 on
2 October 2018, attended by 60 participants. This session included 8 speakers from
7 economies; and

(4)

Pipeline law and regulations published and enforced in April 2018 towards fostering
healthy competition among telecommunications service provider. It provides the
standard that determines free access for owners or tenants, allowing users to choose
freely among different telecommunications service provider.

vi)

Transportation Working Group (TPTWG)
On August 2018, the Civil Aviation Authorities of Chile and Thailand signed a Memorandum of
Understanding allowing airlines of both countries to operate between their territories. This applies
to exercising traffic rights up to the 6th freedom of the air for passenger and combination flights,
and up to the 7th freedom of the air for only cargo flights. This initiative is to increase the quality
of APEC transport networks
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A2.

INITIATIVES BY INDIVIDUAL APEC ECONOMY

APEC economies have also undertaken substantial amounts of work to improve connectivity, both
at the domestic and regional levels.
i)

Canada together with over 115 countries and jurisdictions collaborate on the
implementation of the OECD/ G20 Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) in which the
action equip governments with the domestic and international instruments needed to
tackle BEPS. With the Launch of the APEC-BEPS Community of Practice created under
the Knowledge Sharing Platform for Tax Administrations (KSPTA), in July 2018 this
online capacity-building tool aims to help APEC members to share experiences,
approaches and best practices in BEPS implementation.

ii)

The Government of Chile proposed the creation of a new Infrastructure Fund, which was
approved by Congress in January 2018. The Fund main goals are to:


Develop a strategic multi-year infrastructure plan separated from the
political cycle;



Safeguards against fiscal risks;



Leverage existing infrastructure assets for development of new projects;
and


iii)

Strengthen partnerships with the private sector.

China is advancing physical connectivity by strengthening the regional quality
transportation network through The Belt and Road Initiative, which aims to promote the
connectivity of Asian, European and African continents and their adjacent seas, establish
and strengthen partnerships among the countries along the Belt and Road. During the
past 5 years, total trade between China and other Belt and Road countries has exceeded
US$5 trillion, and China’s direct investment in these countries has surpassed US$70
billion. Chinese companies have set up 82 economic cooperation zones, investing
US$28.9 billion and creating 244,000 jobs for them. The Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank has provided US$5.3 billion of loans for 28 projects in the Belt and Road countries.
The Silk Road Fund has made US$6.4 billion of investment.
As the expansion of maritime transport has been crucial for the growth of global trade,
China sets up a port alliance with Malaysia through China-Malaysia Port Alliance. With
the objective to conduct capacity building, information sharing, technical support and
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other cooperative projects to enhance maritime connectivity between China and
Malaysia, meeting in Shanghai was convened on March 28, 2018, and an agreement on
‘Exchanging Port Personnel Communication and Study Program’ was signed. As the
follow-up activity, Guangzhou Port Authority will organize a training course in December.
The 3rd China-Malaysia Port Alliance Annual Meeting will be held in Tianjin, China on
November 20, 2018.

China also advanced in ICT development on the following initiatives:

(1)

2018 Annual special action to speed up the network upgrading, promote the
construction of network city, deepen the coverage of 4G network. By the second
quarter of 2018, the number of Fiber to the home (FTTH) port reached 717 million,
accounting 86.4% of broadband ports; the proportion of 20Mbps and above
broadband users reached 93.6%, 4G users in China accounted 73.5%;

(2)

APEC Port Service Network (APSN), a non-profit self-funded organization
established under the auspices of the APEC on May 18, 2008 to bring together the
port and port-related industries with senior representatives in APEC member
economies; and

(3)

China-ASEAN Port Cities Co-op Network, which brings together the port and portrelated industries with senior representatives in China and ASEAN countries. The
objectives are to promote the liberalization and facilitation of trade and investment
and enhance supply chain connectivity by strengthening economic cooperation,
capacity building, information and personnel exchange among port and portrelated industries and services in China and ASEAN Countries. There are currently
31 members in the Co-op Network. The 3rd Working Conference of the ChinaASEAN Port Cities Co-op Network was held in Nanning, Guangxi, China on May
24, 2018, which the outcomes of information platform development of the ChinaASEAN Port Cities Co-op Network were released during the conference.
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iv)

Hong Kong, China has strengthened its physical connectivity by offering an efficient
transport infrastructure for rail, land and air connectivity as follows:

(1)

The Hong Kong Section of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail
Link (XRL) is 26 km high-speed passenger rail line, connecting HKC to the
People’s Republic of China’s current 25,000 km-long and ever-expanding highspeed rail network. It enables passengers to travel to Guangzhou, Dongguan and
Shenzhen by rail within an hour, it commenced operation on 23 September 2018;

(2)

Three-Runway System of the Hong Kong International Airport expected to
contribute substantively to the development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area and the promotion of the country’s Belt and Road Initiative. It is
estimated by The Airport Authority Hong Kong (AAHK) will have the capacity to
handle air traffic demand in future upon full commissioning which the annual
passenger volume is expected to increase to around 100 million from 72.9 million
in 2017. The whole project would take approximately eight years to complete; and

(3)

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge is a direct land transport infrastructure, will link
HKC directly with Zhuhai and Macao. The entire HZMB project consists of two
parts: (i) the HZMB Main Bridge; and (ii) the link roads and boundary crossing
facilities of the three sides. HKC and Macao are striving to improve the clearance
conditions of the boundary crossing facilities.

v)

Japan has been a strong advocate in strengthening physical connectivity in the region
through various initiatives and proposals:

(1)

Japan proposed the development of the Mekong Industrial Development 2.0
(MIDV2.0). Mekong Industrial Development Vision (MIDV) was adopted at the
Mekong-Japan Economic Ministers Meeting in 2015. The first vision (MIDV)
expects GDP increase of USD20BN in Mekong, i.e. 2% of the region’s GDP, by
2020. The new vision (MIDV2.0) will be adopted at the Mekong-Japan Economic
Ministers Meeting in 2019.
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(2)

Japan-Mekong Connectivity Initiative, which was adopted at the 8th Mekong-Japan
Summit Meeting in 2016 is expected to develop infrastructure to fill the missing
links of the East-West and Southern Economic Corridors and to promote the
development along the Corridors and improve access from a neighboring area to
Corridors. The progress was reviewed by The Government of Japan and Mekong
and successfully contributed to reducing travel time by half and doubling or tripling
traffic volume on part of the Southern Economic Corridor. This effort received great
recognition by The Government of Japan and was newly adopted under Tokyo
Strategy 2018 at the 10th Japan-Mekong Summit Meeting in October 2018;

(3)

Japan is leading the reviewing of the APEC Multi Year Plan on Infrastructure
Development and Investment (MYPIDI) to explore APEC projects focusing on the
quality of infrastructure development and investment. The stock take covers past
three years’ APEC projects in infrastructure development and investment and will
explore to what extent APEC projects were implemented and what kind of
challenges remain. This project is hoped to give APEC economies ideas of
baseline for future discussions and further efforts on promoting infrastructure
development and investment; and

(4)

Japan initiates a peer review mechanism through the development of ‘The
Reference Guide for Peer Review and Capacity Building on APEC Infrastructure
Development and Investment’ which was endorsed at CTI3 and SOM3 in 2015.
The proposed mechanism is expected to assist member economies to implement
the cross-sectoral issues on Physical Connectivity as identified in the APEC
Connectivity Blueprint for 2015-2025. The outcome of peer review and capacity
building activities will contribute to mutual learning of “quality of infrastructure” and
“people-centered investment, and good practices and principles as well as PPP”
among APEC economies. The Philippines, Viet Nam and Indonesia participated
this exercise in 2016, 2017 and 2018 respectively.

vi)

Malaysia is strengthening its physical connectivity with other APEC Economies and
countries in the region through several high-impact projects, through creation of Digital
Free Trade Zone (DFTZ). DFTZ will provide physical and virtual zones to facilitate SMEs
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to capitalise on the convergence of exponential growth of the internet economy and
cross-border eCommerce activities.

vii)

Mexico is actively pursuing a seamless and connected APEC region through various
initiatives leveraging on information and communication technologies (ICT) infrastructure
among other as follows:

(1)

Annual Program of Use and Exploitation of Frequency Bands 2018 intended to
contribute to the infrastructure to expand coverage and improve the quality of
public services, telecommunications and broadcasting;

(2)

General Rules that establish the terms and requirements for the granting of
authorizations in matter of telecommunications; and

(3)

Microsite for the Indigenous Communities and Peoples as a tool for the
empowerment of the indigenous communities and peoples regarding their
constitutional rights to telecommunications services.

viii)

The Philippines have expanded digitally which brought the Philippine fishery sector to
a new frontier as it aims at registering fihserfolk across the country through FishR
(National Fisherfolk Registration). Through the FishR database, it aims to provide access
and support to the sector for the vulnerable and disadvantage groups, especially women
to fisheries’ support. In addition to that, as part of ensuring that gender-mainstreaming
efforts are continuously pursued, Gender and development (GAD) electronic portals
were introduced as an effort to promote its advocacies on economic, social and political
empowerment of women through electronic portals.

ix)

In 2016, Russia proposed a new comprehensive APEC initiative “Bridging Gap in
Economic Development and Integration of Remote Areas for Sustainable Growth in the
APEC Region”, which aimed at ensuring social and economic development of remote
areas, and boost the participation of the population in the remote areas in the economy
and global trade.
Russia plans to hold a "Public-Private dialogue on the development of remote territories
in the digital age" in 2019 within the framework of the relevant self-financed project
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approved by the APEC economies in July 2018. Co-sponsors of the event received
strong support by Chile, Indonesia and.Thailand
x)

Thailand initiated the Laem Chabang Port Phase III Development Project has been
initiated in order to increase port throughput capacity from 11 million TEUs./year to 18
million TEUs./year.

xi)

Chinese Taipei continuously promotes to unleash the Potential of SMEs through Digital
Transformation for a Shared Future. Through project SME 01 2017A, APEC Online-toOffline (O2O), Chinese Taipei introduces the third phase of O2O initiatives focusing on
capacity building for SMEs’ digital transformation. Chinese Taipei cooperates with Brunei
Darussalam, Vietnam, Malaysia, Thailand, and Philippines in holding 10 serial O2O
Forums and Digital Resilience Training Workshops. An APEC Guidebook on SME Digital
Resilience that has been translated into Thai, Vietnamese, Russian, and traditional
Chinese, reviewed and endorsed in the 45th APEC SMEWG and the 24th SMEMM and is
published on APEC Publication.

12

B. INSTITUTIONAL CONNECTIVITY
The following groups and economies under APEC have been conducting efforts to enhance their
“soft infrastructure” that covers trade and investment policies and agreements as well as
institutional links to support greater coherence of regulations and regional cooperation. The
discussion paper on connectivity framework defines institution connectivity includes behind-theborder issues that cover structural and regulatory reforms. As APEC economies are in the
different state of development, it is also vital for APEC to attend to issues and ignite an initiative
to ensure better financial market connectivity as well as supply-chain, which is crucial to the
economic success for the APEC region.

B1.

INITIATIVES BY APEC FORA

i)

Business Mobility Group (BMG)
(1)

BMG initiated a Pacific Alliance: Interoperability system to exchange migratory
information. It is aiming at facilitating the delivery of information about permanent
resident foreigners among the border control authorities of the member countries
of the Alliance. So, they benefited with visa tourist exemption; and

(2)

Besides that, a system of interoperability among border authorities for migratory
control over negative antecedents is being developed. This tool is expected to
allow efficient migratory control, especially for people who register a criminal
record.

ii)

Chemical Dialogue (CD)
(1)

The CD primary focus in recent years has been leveraging its unique public-private
participation to promote regulatory cooperation efforts. It is promoting deeper and
more consistent implementation of its Best Practice Principles of Chemical
Regulation and the Associated Implementation Checklist through pre-meeting
trainings and capacity building workshops;

(2)

The CD has also been working to promote broader and more consistent
implementation of the Globally Harmonized System on the Classification and
Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) to reduce unnecessary variations in GHS
implementation

across

APEC
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economies.

Annual

report

pertaining

the

implementation of GHS was submitted to Ministers Responsible for Trade (MRT);
and
(3)

In addressing unnecessary customs barriers to imports of chemicals, CD joins
forces with the Subcommittee on Customs Procedures (SCCP) to reduce any
unnecessary divergences related to the import requirements for industrial
chemicals. Finalized result of the joint survey was presented at SOM3 and capacity
building was scheduled during session SOM 1/2019 to begin addressing these
divergences.

iii)

Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI)
CTI has been advancing its works related to addressing institutional aspects to improve
connectivity including regulations and procedures on customs and border agencies, as
well as formulating a framework. The framework will guide priorities and directions for
further improvement of supply chain performance as follows:

(1)

Transitioning APEC Member Economies to ISO/IEC 17011:2017 for Accreditation
on facilitating the transition of APEC Member Economy accreditation bodies (ABs)
to the new edition of ISO/IEC standard 17011:2017 – Conformity Assessment –
Requirements for accreditation bodied accrediting conformity assessment bodies
to improve awareness of APEC delegates and other public policy officials about
the role that accreditation plays in economic efficiency, trade and good regulatory
practice;

(2)

In ensuring the modernization of customs and border agency, CTI through SubCommittee on Customs Procedures (SCCP), established a Single Window (SW)
system with ambitious aims at achieving:

(3)



2013: 14 economies used the SW system; and



2020: 21 economies introduced SW system.

Both CTI and SCCP were involved in the development of the study Promote Single
Window Systems International Interoperability serve as an input to discuss future
actions regarding international interoperability within the region. Enhancing trade
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facilitation, institutional connectivity as well as regional economic integration
efforts.
iv)

Economic Committee (EC)
(1)

Economic Committee (EC) is implementing the 2016-2020 Renewed APEC
Agenda for Structural Reform (RAASR), under which economies have pledged to
undertake robust, comprehensive and ambitious structural reforms to reduce
inequality and stimulate growth in their economies, and contribute to APEC’s
overarching goal to promote balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative and
secure growth. RAASR comprises specific APEC-wide instructions under five
headings, and is complemented by 21 Individual Action Plans detailing unilateral
structural reforms to be taken by members. EC endorsed the RAASR Mid-Term
Review Report, which was then presented to the High-Level Structural Reform
Officials’ Meeting (HLSROM) in August 2018;

(2)

For Ease of Doing Business Phase II, the agenda focuses on 5 of the World Bank
metrics: starting a business, enforcing contracts, trading across borders, getting
credit and dealing with construction permits. The Interim Assessment targeted for
10% of overall improvement). Final assessment will take commence in 2019; and

v)

Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG)
The Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG) promotes the development and use of
electronic commerce by supporting the creation of legal, regulatory and policy
environments in the APEC region that are predictable, transparent and consistent. The
ECSG’s work is geared towards enabling economies across all levels of development as
action follows:

(1)

Expansion of APEC Cross Border Privacy Rules (CBPR) System. In 2018,
Singapore joined the APEC CBPR system while Australia and Chinese Taipei have
submitted its application to join the system. In existence, five APEC member
economies i.e. Canada, Japan, Korea, Mexico and the United States have aligned
their privacy laws with the APEC Privacy Framework;

(2)

The CBPR system balances the flow of information and data across borders while
at the same time providing effective protection for personal information, essential
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to trust and confidence in the online marketplace. The system is one by which the
privacy policies and practices of companies operating in the APEC region are
assessed and certified by a third party verifier (known as an “Accountability Agent”)
and follows a set of commonly agreed upon rules, based on the APEC Privacy
Framework. To ensure the smooth flow of the information, under the CapacityBuilding activities, work is in progress to enhance the existing CBPR.org website
was launched in 2018. APEC-funded project, “APEC Cross-Border Privacy Rules
System Fostering Accountability Agent Participation for Participants, Developing
Economies, and MSMEs Benefit Workshop”, has been approved by BMC during
Project Session 2, 2018 to be implemented in 2019;
(3)

In order to provide better recommendations on how to promote cross-border etrade under RTAs/FTAs, ECSG hosted a Workshop on Promote Cross-Border ETrade under the Framework of RTAs/FTAs. Project report to be finalized by end2018;

(4)

In the context that APEC boasts a diverse range of markets, with varying levels of
digital/ Internet economy maturity and technology adoption, the gap between
developed and developing members has historically been a challenge to market
access, particularly for MSMEs. Few initiatives are carried out to promote the
participation of MSMEs in the regional market to bridge the digital divide in APEC
economies through a series of awareness program about the benefit of ecommerce and digital trade, identify the necessary collaborations among
economies to facilitate e-commerce and trade related digital economy and
overcome the barriers; and

(5)

In 2018, ECSG launched IDEAS Show, which serves as a significant annual event
to cultivate entrepreneurship of innovative services based on ICT. 2018 IDEAS
Show@APEC was hosted in July 2018, which served to set up a stage for member
economies to share their experience and future applications of the e-commerce
market.

.
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vi)

Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG)
(1)

EPWG conducted a workshop was held in Santiago, in December 2017. The key
objectives of the project are to to build capacity for all participants from APEC
Economies, not only considering the advances in Tsunami Threat Assessment, but
also to share the experiences of each Tsunami Warning Center and to understand
that technical expertise on Tsunami Threat Assessment; and

(2)

EPWG with Chinese Taipei has conducted a capacity building on Emergency
Preparedness for Sustainable Development in Agricultural Communities through
“Plant Back Better” (PBB) Initiatives. In 2018, the implementation of this project
was focused on the implementation of pilot projects in three phases to build PBB
disaster-resilient APEC community and encourage the public-private partnership
with cross-fora collaborations for food supply chain as part of disaster risk
management.

vii)

Finance Minister’s Meeting under ASEAN's efforts to further integration of financial
services, ASEAN spearheads the ASEAN Banking Integration Framework (ABIF) which
seeks to facilitate the entry and operation of qualified ASEAN banks (QABs) in other
ASEAN Member States (AMS). AMS have agreed on the following aspirational targets:

1.

To establish one QAB in any of the ASEAN-5 countries (Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand) by 2015;

viii)

2.

For all ASEAN-5 countries to host at least one QAB by 2018; and

3.

For other AMS to conclude or finalize at least one (1) ABIF agreement by 2020.

Group on Services (GOS)
Group on Services (GOS) will conduct a Capacity Building Workshop on Information
Gathering Techniques for Assessing the Services Environment to be held on 5-6
November 2018, in Manila, Philippines. This self-funded project proposed by the US and
co-sponsored by Australia, was endorsed at the last GOS meeting on 11 August 2018.
The workshop will focus on a mix of policy and practical elements aimed at improving the
technical capacities of trade policy officials from APEC economies to effectively collect,
measure and analyze data on the scope and impact of measures on cross border services
and investment in specific sectors including digitally enabled services. This aims to
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improve the quality and availability of internationally comparable information in the APEC
region.

ix)

Human Resource Development Working Group (HRDWG)
HRDWG with Chile conduct a Study of Public Services in the Pacific Alliance and their
role in the area of regional mobility of labor cooperation between the Public Employment
Services of the Pacific Alliance, in order to facilitate international labor mobility in the
region. The report is completed and submitted for consideration by the members of the
Pacific Alliance Labor Technical Group for validation and subsequent approval.

x)

Investment Experts’ Group (IEG)
IEG is working towards strengthening the institutional connectivity in the Region through
the following activities:

(1)

The Work Plan for the Next Generation Trade and Investment Issues (NGeTI)
which allows members to track the progress of work within IEG in examining the
investment aspects and implications of the existing and potential NGeTIs. Ten
economies have already chosen the topics to work on as of IEG2 in 2018 and
members continue the implementation of the IEG Work Plan on NGeTIs; and

(2)

Investment Facilitation Action Plan, with PSU’s assessment of the outcomes of
implementation of the three priority themes (e-transparency, reducing investor risk,
and simplifying business regulation). Members decided to continue on IFAP
modalities. Members will decide on which priorities their focus with a view to
reaching consensus at IEG1 during SOM1/2019.

xi)

Life Science Innovation Forum (LSIF)
(1)

LSIF initiated a public consultation in the health and life sciences sector and held
a policy dialogue on transparency and stakeholder consultation in health and life
sciences policymaking during SOM3 2018. This to examine the application of good
regulatory practices in the health and life sciences sector, identify gaps and
challenges, and develop capacity building programs to address those challenges.
The LSIF will circulate by SOM1 2019 a survey to APEC member economies to
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see how GRPs are specifically being applied in the health and life sciences sector
and what gaps and challenges remain; and

(2)

LSIF initiated regulatory harmonization and convergence for medical products.
This initiative brings together regulators, industry, academia and other
stakeholders to help build capacity of regulators in the region and achieve
convergence for regulatory approval procedures for medical products. LSIF RHSC
identified a set of performance indicators for measuring progress towards the 2020
goal of regulatory convergence for medical products.

xii)

Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures (SCCP)
As the key agency handling the movement of goods at the border, customs administrations
play a vital role and the tasked by handle, by the Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures
(SCCP) with series of initiative as follows:

(1)

SCCP with Singapore introduced Networked Trade Platform (NTP). The official
launch event for NTP was held on 26 September 2018 and was graced by Minister
for Finance, Heng Swee Keat. NTP is a one-stop trade and logistics ecosystem,
which supports digitalization efforts and connects players across the trade value
chain – in Singapore and abroad;

(2)

SCCP with Thailand introduced a new notification for Importer/Exporter and
Customs broker announced in May 2018;

(3)

SCCP conducted a Workshop on the Implementation of APEC Customs Transit
Guidelines. The objectives are to align the transition rules of each APEC Economy
with the APEC CTGs in order to make them foreseeable for international trade
operators and facilitate customs clearance, promoting regional integration and
leading to reduced time, costs, and increased trade efficiency for the benefit of both
the trade community and government entities. The Workshop was carried out in
11-12 September 2018; and
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(4)

APEC Trade Repository (APECTR), an online platform, administrated by the
Philippines. This online portal contains trade and tariff-related information for each
APEC member economy, in furtherance of APEC’s work towards trade facilitation,
transparency, information dissemination and connectivity.

xiii)

Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC)

(1)

Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) has been conducting a
survey of Voluntary Action Plan (VAP) on its members as an effort to achieve
alignment of member economies national standards with international standards.
Japan presented the results of the 6th Voluntary Action Plan (VAP) Project at
SCSC2 during SOM3 in 2018.

Number of introducing target standard had

increased, and the ratio of IDT was bigger than that of MOD in most economies.
The ratio of mandatory standards or “Reference in TR” was low in general. Japan
also announced to introduce the details of 7th VAP in APEC 2019 SCSC1. Japan
suggested to prepare a summary report of past VAP activities, which will be used
as a basis for the future VAP, and to be shared at different occasions as a valuable
outcome of SCSC activities;

(2)

SCSC has succeeded in implementing its APEC Model Wine Export Certificate,
which will reduce administrative burdens for wine producers. The measure will
allow for the bundling of export certificates for traders of wine that are currently
required by individual APEC economies and frequently cover areas like product
origin, authenticity, and health and sanitation. The U.S. updated on the Model Wine
Export Certificate at SCSC2 during SOM3 in 2018 and highlighted the development
and implementation of the Model Wine Export Certificate, which Chile is currently
accepting. This is a tremendous example of how APEC work has moved from idea
to real result. The certificate is actually being used by an APEC economy, which
is an important result; and

(3)

SCSC in collaboration with the EC, also hosted the 11th Good Regulatory Practice
workshop held by Mexico at the margins of SOM3/2018 on 12th – 13th of August
2018 in Port Moresby.
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xiv)

Telecommunications and Information Working Group (TELWG)
(1)

ICT development has been a focus of APEC work, as increased information
sharing and improved communication technology to allow for faster connection
between people in the Asia-Pacific, facilitating trade and economic growth the
APEC region. APEC under TELWG trough a self-funded project with Thailand as
Project Overseers (PO) developed a framework for Securing the Digital Economy.
By having this framework, it aims at facilitating APEC economies to improve their
understanding and awareness of work going on across the region and in relevant
international bodies, promote discussions of best practices for addressing key
issues on the topic and begin to identify common themes and frameworks in
regional and global approaches to secure, safe and trustful online environment;

(2)

In addressing the issue on security and resiliency of the internet infrastructure,
TELWG also conducted an APEC Workshop on Internet Infrastructure Security.
This workshop was held on 4 June 2018, attended by 50 participants from 10
economies. The resounding message from these presentations pointed towards a
greater need to tighten our internet infrastructure security, which is critical to
building trust and confidence in a digital economy;

(3)

With the increasing digitalisation of businesses and trade, it is critical for APEC
Economies to develop the necessary strategies to stay globally competitive and to
provide sufficient growth opportunities for its people. Therefore, Strategies and
Measurements on Digital Economy was formed. Besides enhancing the
understanding on how the progress of such a strategy can be effectively measured,
it helps to drive the adoption and development of an effective and coherent
Internet/ Digital Economy Strategies among APEC economies. A Workshop for the
project was held on 3 October 2018 and attended by 50 participants from more
than 10 APEC Economies; and

(4)

The Workshop on IoT Security Workshop was held on 6 June 2018 by TELWG
addressing the growing IoT-related threats. The workshop aims to raise awareness
of IoT Security, share the updates of policy and regulations for IoT development
and security, do the lessons learned from IoT it related incidents, and share best
practices on the solutions for the IoT security.
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B2.
i)

INITIATIVES BY INDIVIDUAL APEC ECONOMY
Australia is one of the lead Economies in developing an Asia Region Funds Passport
(ARFP), which facilitates greater cross-border movement of funds and better integration
financial markets in APEC. As of 30 June 2016, Australia, Japan, Republic of Korea,
New Zealand and Thailand have signed the Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC), which
commits signatories to implementing the ARFP arrangements domestically, and sets out
the internationally agreed rules and cooperation mechanisms between securities
regulators. MoC signatories are currently undertaking legislative changes in their
respective jurisdictions in order to meet ARFP regulatory and membership requirements.
A Joint Committee made up of representatives from the MOC signatory economies meet
regularly to oversee the implementation and operation of the ARFP. Targeted capacity
building is being delivered to assist developing economies improve their regulatory
systems in order to potentially join the ARFP in the future;

The Renewed APEC Agenda for Structural Reform (RAASR) is one of the APEC’s major
initiatives, which Australia advocates for, among others through its AU$2 million for the
RAASR Sub-fund;

Australia is also championing a project on the Role of Standards and Innovation in
Driving APEC’s Silver Economy, which brings together government officials, industry,
academia, and technology organisations in addressing challenges and opportunities
associated with Silver Economy. To better prepare APEC member economies for this
multifaceted societal challenges, Standards Australia and the Australia’s Department of
Industry, Innovation and Science in association with national standards bodies across
the Asia Pacific region has commenced a project to examine how standards and
innovation can support APEC’s Silver Economy. Standards Australia has recently
completed this project with the publication of an APEC Silver Economy Workshop and
Recommendations Report, with key recommendations endorsed by APEC SCSC;

Australia is also leading the development of two tools to facilitate the implementation of
the APEC Guideline for import Maximum Residue Limits (MRL) for pesticide residues.
Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and Papua New Guinea’s
Department of Health is already planning a Workshop, which will be held in 2018; and
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As part of the Food Safety Modernisation Project, a first expert meeting on food safety
regulators governed in Ha Noi in Nov 2017 achieved the aim to outline a draft and key
principles of the framework and roadmap to achieve an exchange of information
approached with food safety and identify a challenge from implementation of food
control.

ii)

Chile conducted Study on Public Services in the Pacific Alliance and their role in the
area of seeks to analyze the Public Employment Services of the countries of the Pacific
Alliance, their role in the management of the mobility of people, the capacities of these
institutions, formulating recommendations for cooperation in the short, medium and long
term. The report is completed and submitted for consideration by the members of the
Pacific Alliance Labor Technical Group for validation and subsequent approval.

iii)

China has been an active player in the Asia Pacific Model E-port Network (APMEN),
which

focuses on advancing APEC agendas for trade facilitation, regional economic

integration and supply chain connectivity via a PPP-facilitated platform for cross-border
trade data and documents sharing and system interoperability. APMEN has launched
Sea Freight Visibility Project of Asia-Pacific Model E-port Network. Shanghai E-Port and
Xiamen E-Port has respectively signed MoUs on March 16, 2018, with NSW Ports and
APMEN Operational Center (AOC), with the aim of promoting the data exchange for sea
freight logistics visualization. The parties have organized a workshop on March 15, 2018,
to discuss the implementation approach. . On the second workshop held on September
9th, 2018, the parties agreed on the implementation method and timeframe of the project
phase 1, which is to be completed by the end of October 2018; and
China also has adopted a series of measures to strengthen administration of the ABTC
scheme. It focuses more on integrity within the ABTC Scheme and aims to ensure the
quality of Chinese ABTC applications and strengthen standardized and transparent
management of the ABTC.
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iv)

Hong Kong, China is very committed in modernizing its customs and border agency
with through the implementation of the few initiatives as follows::

(1)

Capacity-building workshop on “the Use of Modern Technology for Dispute
Resolution and Electronic Agreement Management (particularly Online Dispute
Resolution)” on 3-4 March 2018 in

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. The

workshop aims to discuss and exchange views on how the use of relevant
international instruments may provide legal certainty and predictability in crossborder trade and address potential issues in the use of technology for dispute
resolution

(particularly

ODR)

and

electronic

agreement

management.

It is also aims to build capacity of APEC economies to consider the application and
implementation of the relevant international instruments for ODR. Successfully
completed in the First Economic Committee Meeting in 2018;

(2)

Policy discussion on Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) (“Policy Discussion”) was
hosted by SELI, organized and chaired by HKC on 14 August 2018 in Port
Moresby, Papua New Guinea. Its aims to encouraging the development of
automated data exchange system(s) to exchange preliminary information on the
movement of shipments between border customs authorities of APEC Economies.
The resolution successfully concluded in the Second Economic Committee
Meeting in 2018; and

(3)

In addressing the relevant measures to promote the development of HKC
reinsurance industry, to conduct an equivalence assessment on the insurance
solvency regulatory regimes of China and HKC, the former China Insurance
Regulatory Commission and the former Office of the Commissioner of Insurance
signed the Equivalence Assessment Framework Agreement on Solvency
Regulatory Regime. The Insurance Authority (IA) seeks support from the China
Banking and Insurance Regulatory Commission (CBIRC) for lowering the capital
requirements of China insurers on the business they cede to HKC reinsurers. In
July 2018, the IA reached a consensus with the CBIRC that under the “China Risk
Oriented Solvency System” (C-ROSS), when a China insurer cedes business to a
qualified HKC professional reinsurer, the capital requirement of China insurer will
be reduced.
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v)

Japan will further promote infrastructure development in the Mekong region and make
efforts to enhance institutional connectivity. As this initiative is updated under Tokyo
strategy, Japan has been actively conducting a series of meetings to strengthen the
effort. The Second Workshop on Connectivity Enhancement in the Mekong Region in
March, 2018 was held to exchange views on the latest situation on the development of
regional connectivity among Japanese public and private sectors and government
officials of Mekong countries The Third Senior Level Working Group (SLWG) meeting
was held to strengthen hard and Soft Connectivity and industrial structures and human
resource development in April, 2018; and
Japan with TPTWG will conduct an APEC Workshop/Seminar on Capacity Building for
Preventing Accidents in Maritime Dangerous Goods & the Containers Transportation
workshop on 13-15 November in Tokyo. The content of the workshop concerning
regulations for dangerous goods transportation such as the IMDG code and case studies
of relative accidents, which is for the capacity building of APEC economies’
administration in order to reduce the number of accidents caused, by the transportation
of dangerous goods.

vi)

Malaysia established the APEC Peer Review on Public Consultation Initiatives to identify
gaps and provide recommendation to implement an effective public consultation practices.

vii)

Mexico has hosted an International Seminar for the Development of the Natural Gas
Market on 16 and 17 October at Mexico City. This seminar aims to 1) Provide a space for
analysis of the current and prospective natural gas market in the APEC region; 2) foster
the understanding of international public experiences of energy security regarding this
commodity; and, 3) allow for a rich discussion and development of collaboration
mechanisms.
In line with the goal in enhancing dialogue as to increase the knowledge of the relation
between standards, technical regulations and gender equality, the workshop, which was
approved in July 2018, will be held in November 2018 in Mexico City during two days. The
Roadmap on Mainstreaming Gender Equality into Standard-Setting will be developed
based on the material during the event expected to be completed by May 2019. The followup survey will then be distributed on December 2020 as part of the long term evaluation.
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viii)

The Philippines, under ASEAN's efforts to further integration of financial services, is
spearheading the ASEAN Banking Integration Framework (ABIF) which seeks to facilitate
the entry and operation of qualified ASEAN banks (QABs) in other ASEAN Member States
(AMS). AMS have agreed on the following operational targets:

a)

To establish one QAB in any of the ASEAN-5 countries (Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand) by 2015;

ix)

b)

For all ASEAN-5 countries to host at least one QAB by 2018; and

c)

For other AMS to conclude or finalize at least one (1) ABIF agreement by 2020.

Russia also actively leverages on the empowerment of institutional connectivity, among
others, by conducting a series of workshop and research as follows:

(1)

Hosted the Russian Energy Week on 3-6 October 2018, an international forum on
oil and gas, nuclear energy, renewable energy and energy efficiency. The event
demonstrated the prospects of the Russian fuel and energy sector and realized the
potential for international cooperation;

(2)

In improving cooperation in the field of transport, education for the benefit of
transport connectivity in the APEC region, Russia organised a conference, which
was held on 7-8 February 2018 in Moscow. The participants concurred on the need
to encourage working out a Comprehensive Program of Transport Human
Resourcing for APEC economies, and adopted a number of recommendations for
consideration by the APEC TPTWG; and

(3)

Russia also conducted a workshop on high growth, innovative firms (HGIFs)
acceleration which enables public and private participants and stakeholders to (1)
develop high-tech, innovative entrepreneurship, (2) share best practices of the
formation of HGiFs of support systems, (3) empower HGiF to enter APEC markets,
(4) promote cooperation among HGIF, (5) improve business environment for
innovative companies. The project has started on 1st January 2018 and expected
to end in February 2019.
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x)

Singapore has introduced its Networked Trade Platform (NTP) as a one-stop trade and
logistics ecosystem, which supports digitalisation efforts and connects players across the
trade value chain – in Singapore and abroad. NTP has been live since Dec 2017. As of
26 September 2018, close to 800 companies from various industries including wholesale
trade and logistics, have signed up as NTP users. NTP taps on new technologies to serve
the evolving business needs of the trade and logistics community and better connect
players in the trade value chain in Singapore and onward to their counterparts abroad.

xi)

Thailand signed AEO-MRA with Singapore during the Council Meeting at the WCO in
Brussels, Belgium on 29 June 2018. This is the first AEO-MRA signed by ASEAN Member
States, which will definitely stimulate awareness of mechanism for cooperation among
ASEAN Member States.

xii)

Chinese Taipei produced Guidelines on the Best Licensing Practices of CMOs to MSMEs
by conducting a 2-day workshop from 23 - 24 October 2018. The project aims to facilitate
more accessible licensing models for MSMEs while promoting the use of copyrighted
works, in the hope of bringing greater economic benefits and creating more values for the
industrial sector; and

Chinese Taipei conducted the aforesaid project, ‘A Study of Best VGM (Verified Gross
Mass) Practices to Maintain and Enhance the Supply Chain Connectivity in the APEC
Region’ as to reduce trade costs across supply chains and to improve supply chain
reliability and connectivity in supporting the competitiveness of business in the APEC
region. The project started in May 2017 and is expected to end by December 2018.

In addressing the coherent and consistent motorcycle crash, Chinese Taipei developed
‘Guidelines for Motorcycle Crash Data Collection and Reporting in the APEC Region’. The
project started in August 2018 and is expected to end by August 2019, which consists of
4 stages, which are:


Stage 1: Review literature and current practices;



Stage 2: Inputs from APEC economies, select data elements that are: (1)
informative, (2) implementable, and (3) transferable;
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Stage 3: A workshop to select and discuss the “minimum” set of data elements and
their definitions; and



C.

Stage 4: Feedback from APEC economies/Final report.

PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE CONNECTIVITY

People-to-people connectivity is distinct from physical and institutional connectivity in that it not
only aims to facilitate the movement of people across borders, but also facilitate the exchange of
innovative ideas. People-to-people connectivity endeavors to bridge thoughts and knowledge,
eventually building a sense of affinity among the peoples in the APEC region.

C1. INITIATIVES BY APEC FORA

i)

Business Mobility Group (BMG)
The BMG continued to contribute to the APEC Connectivity Blueprint through constant
innovation and development of ABTC features. Some initiatives are as follows:
(1)

Launched the consolidated BMG website (https://www.apec.org/Groups/Committeeon-Trade-and-Investment/Business-Mobility-Group)

that

integrates

updated

information on the ABTC;

(2)

Modernization of the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) to the fullest extent
possible by proposing a BMG workshop dedicated to exploring high-level options for
developing the ABTC Scheme in a manner that will ensure the ABTC remains a
competitive and attractive product, and

(3)

Consider broader developments in business mobility and their interaction with the
ABTC (e.g. Increased e-channels, biometrics, and e-visa related technology) in order
to inform avenues for development of business travel facilitation (including of the
ABTC) in future years.
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ii)

Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI)

(1)

CTI through SCSC initiated a transitioning APEC Member Economies to ISO/IEC
17011:2017 for Accreditation. The project commenced in February 2018 and was
completed in August 2018. This workshop aims to improve awareness of the APEC
region about the role that accreditation plays in economic efficiency, trade and good
regulatory practice. It also to enable the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation
Cooperation (APLAC) and Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) to update,
moderate and train regional peer evaluators in order consistently and fairly evaluate
the application of the new edition of ISO/IEC 17011; and

(2)

CTI works across subfora to develop an APEC Labor Mobility Framework. The
purpose of this project is to establish a policy platform for regional cooperation on
labor mobility issues, and to serve as a guide for economies as they consider the type
of actions that can be taken to address labor force imbalances and complexities
associated with the international movement of workers.

iii)

Economic Committee (EC)
Joint EC-HRDWG establishment of 2017 AEPR “post-Core Team”, which will track progress
on implementation of the AEPR recommendations and report to the EC and HRDWG in
2019 and 2021.

iv)

Group on Services (GOS)
(1)

GOS undertake research in volunteer economies to develop case studies and conduct
a workshop on Improving Professional Licensure. Project starts in September 2018
and expected to end by June 2019; and

(2)

GOS conducted a workshop on Promoting Regional Connectivity of Professionally
Qualified Engineers in APEC Region. This workshop aims to address to revitalize the
APEC Engineers Agreement to facilitate greater connectivity for professionally
qualified engineers. Online Databank was Developed and launched at the workshop
held on 13 August 2018.
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v)

Telecommunications and Information Working Group (TELWG) strengthen their efforts
in connecting people-to-people through the following:

(1)

Extension of ICT Application for the People with Special Needs, which includes
research on harmonization between e-ageing and health care through ICT
applications as well as Smart Silver city concept for older persons and people with
disabilities. The project organized by Waseda University with support of Singapore.
The main goal of this project is to create an effective platform for knowledge exchange
on innovation for assistive ICT applications for elderly and disabled people. Japan,
Singapore, China proposed continuing this project for 2020. This project is a multiyear project and self-funded by Japan;

(2)

Built on the Seminar held at TEL 53 on Social Inclusion of People with Disabilities
through Access to Telecommunications, TELWG performed a survey t to learn about
their policies, legislation and initiatives to promote access to ICTs for people with
hearing and/or speech impairments. The draft report was circulated in June 2018 and
the final report was presented at TEL58, in October 2018. This project is a multi-year
project and self-funded by Australia; and

(3)

ICT skills Framework project (self-funded by PNG) with the objective to addresses the
problem of current barriers to the mobility of ICT professionals throughout the AsiaPacific region by developing a common understanding of ICT skills. This project will
develop and promote a “Common ICT Skills Recognition Framework” within the Asia
Pacific Region and aims to benefit the majority of APEC economies.

vi)

Tourism Working Group (TWG)
TWG is contributing to the APEC Connectivity Blueprint include the following:
(1)

Participation in the APEC Competitiveness Services Roadmap to further the
objectives of expanding trade and investment in services in APEC economies via
improvements in physical, institutional, and people-to-people connectivity and
creating, among others, jobs and growth while promoting social inclusion and human
development; and
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(2)

Supported projects that promote physical, institutional, and people-to-people
connectivity.
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C2.
i)

INITIATIVES BY INDIVIDUAL APEC ECONOMY
Australia continues to promote better movement of people across borders through various
projects in spearheading education, women empowerment, and human resource
development, among others:

(1)

Regional Collaborations Program (RCP) is part of the Australian Government’s Global
Innovation Strategy under the National Innovation and Science Agenda. Second
round of the RCP in Singapore on 27 September 2018. The round will provide over
$1.5 million in new grants for Australian researchers and businesses to undertake
science-based projects and workshops with partners from the Asia Pacific region that
seek solutions to shared regional challenges. Projects and workshops awarded
funding under this new round are expected to commence after 1 April 2019 and must
be completed by 31 December 2020;

(2)

Australia undertakes Economic Study on the Impact of Cruise Tourism: Fostering
MSME Growth and Creating Sustainable Communities. To quantify and map the

expenditure received by local community based MSMEs. A progress report will
be provided at the APEC TWG53 in Manila in October 2018;
(3)

APEC Women in STEM Initiative: Conducting workshop, led by the US in partnership
with Australia, to explore best resolution to provide favorable framework conditions
for vulnerable groups (women; indigenous; rural; young) across APEC that enable
these groups to make full use of their STEM and entrepreneurship skills; and

(4)

Australia-APEC Women in Research Fellowships, which provides financial assistance
for high-achieving female researchers from developing APEC economies to pursue
research opportunities in partnership with the Australian education and research
institutions. Up to 10 fellowships will be awarded each year for 5 years (2015 – 2019).
Further information is available on the Australia-APEC Women in Research
Fellowships website.
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ii)

Chile is leveraging the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC). Currently, Chile is a full
member of the ABTC system, until this date; there are 2,372 active cards for Chilean
cardholders;

In facilitating the movement of national business people and permanent residents of
member countries of the Pacific Alliance, Chile implemented at tourist visa exemption for
nationals and permanent residents within the Pacific Alliance’s region. A temporary Visa of
opportunities for Workers and for entrepreneurs and investors wishing to come to the
country for these purposes was established in August 2018, which is requested at Chilean
consulates abroad. This to provide better regulate the income of migrants who wish to enter
the country in order to work or undertake or invest and facilitate the request of these permits
from abroad;
Chile conducted ‘APEC – MINEDUC CHILE project “Developing Technical Skills for All in
APEC Economies’. Experts and delegates from 14 APEC economies were able to share for
three days around the issue of professional and technical education;

Chile evaluates strategies regarding the mobility of young apprentices in the formative
stage at a technical level. Develop a joint program among the countries of the Pacific
Alliance in order to facilitate the mobility of young apprentices in the formative stage at a
technical and technological level The Group of Experts on youth mobility is integrated,
whose objective is the preparation of a road map for the development of the project;
Chile formed a Digital Agenda 2020, roadmap to advance towards digital development, in
an inclusive and sustainable way through information and communication technologies by
adopting concrete measures. The Digital Agenda has 5 pillars, which set strategic
guidelines that should conform 60 measures. The pillars are:
a)

Rights for the Digital Development;

b)

Digital connectivity;

c)

Digital Government;

d)

Digital Economy; and

e)

Digital Competences.
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iii)

China has been organizing several programs towards empowerment of people-to-people
connectivity as follows:

(1)

Cultural Performance in APEC Economies: China Disabled People’s Performing
Arts Troupe staged performance in the U.S. in February, in Korea in March, in
Thailand in April, and in Hong Kong in September and will stage more
performances in the U.S. and Canada in November;

(2)

Internet Training for Persons with Disabilities, which to introduce the skills and
opportunities brought by e-commerce to persons with disabilities and thus increase
their employment and productivity;

(3)

APEC GVC & CBET Workshop: In October 2018, over 25 across 10 economies
have been selected to fly over to China, to attend initiative by ABAC China, to
promote digital innovation and entrepreneurship;

(4)

Developed a Cross-Border E-commerce Platform for Assistive Technology, The ecommerce platform developed by China Assistive Devices and Technology Centre
for Persons with Disabilities and China International Electronic Committee Center
aims to make assistive technology more accessible and affordable for persons with
disabilities; and

(5)

The Lancang-Mekong Multilateral Cooperation on Assistive Technology to
enhance exchanges among China, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and
Vietnam in the field of assistive technology.

iv)

Hong Kong, China widens its tourism industry by creating of tourism co-operation. HKC
will organise the International Tourism Convention (“Convention”) under the themes of the
Belt and Road Initiative and Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
development on 12 December 2018 to foster tourism exchanges and collaboration along
the Belt and Road and within the Greater Bay Area.
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v)

Japan conducted various tourism facilitation initiatives, including introducing multiple entry
visas, relaxation of visa requirements. As well as applying the visa waiver for APEC
Economies as follows:
(1)

Easing visa requirements as well as applying the visa waiver for APEC economies
up to date. For example, Japan relaxed the visa requirements for Philippines’
business persons, cultural and intellectual figures on August 1, 2018. On the same
day, further relaxation of the requirements of the multiple entry visa was introduced
for nationals of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea;

(2)

In promoting mutual trust and understanding, and to build a basis for future
friendship and cooperation, Approximately 5,100 people participated in the
programs JENESYS2018 as of March 2018; and

(3)

Japan utilised Passenger Name Records to Facilitate Travel. Japan’s Customs
Law mandates airlines to provide PNR data to Japan Customs upon request as
well as authorizing the bureau to request PNR data on outbound passengers,
which allows pre-screening of passengers.

vi)

Korea through APEC and its own efforts has been implementing the following initiatives
and relaxing its measures to facilitate the movement people across the region:

(1)

Initiative to Expand Visa Waiver to 15 out of 20 APEC members besides itself to
travel to Korea for short-term visits without a visa through Bilateral agreement or
reciprocity (Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Hong Kong, Japan, Malaysia,
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Russia, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand., 4 APEC
members who hold valid diplomatic and/or official and/or service passports, Korea
enables virtual free movement in its territory for the nationals of APEC members;

(2)

Expanding the use of Smart Entry Service (SES) the which allows mutual use of
automated immigration clearance service agreement between Economies
including with Hong Kong, China and the United States. The program which has
contributed to enhanced safety and efficient border control has registered 104,277
users (as at September 2018);
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(3)

Conducting APEC. APEC economies have been steadily developing education
policy and curriculum as well as accumulating innovative experiences. In this
connection, APEC Community for Education Innovation (CEDI) meets a need
among APEC economies to share innovative experiences. In 2018, six researchers
and experts from four economies composed the CEDI Group to conduct an
international joint research, which is the basis of the pilot program that would begin
from 2020; and

(4)

Korea expanded Issuance of Electronic Visa policy enables profession As of
September 2018, approximately 114 thousand foreign nationals received Korean
visas through Korea Visa Portal without visiting diplomatic Missions, such as
professor, researcher, and medic group tourists to apply visa online.

vii)

Malaysia has launched a pilot project of MyAPEC Youth Connect, a short-term youth
employment program in APEC economies which highlights the importance of people-topeople connectivity through the mobility of talents and exchange of cultures and skills.
Youths from APEC Economies are placed at various Multinational Companies operating
in Malaysia, and vice versa. 54 companies such as Air Asia, Axiata, Celcom, CIMB, Digi,
General Electric, Maybank, Nestle, Price Waterhouse Coopers, Sime Darby and United
Engineering Malaysia have participated in this program.

viii)

Mexico actively involved in connecting people within the region. Among others are two
representatives from the Mexican Ministry of Energy in the 4th APEC Oil and Gas Security
Network and in the Expert Group on Clean Fossil Energy 2018 Meeting on Oil and Gas,
both held on March 7, 8 and 9, 2018 in Tokyo, Japan. Expose the main indicators of the
oil and gas sector in Mexico, inform the status of actions in security of supply matters,
propose collaboration means and implement best practices, considering the experience
of other member economies.

Mexico also conducted a Capacity Building for Community-Based Long-Term Care
Supported by High-Tech Low-Cost Resources in addressing the benchmarking of
available resources and best practices in Japan and Thailand through 4 main activities:
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a) Identify and prioritize needs and specific areas of focus and collect information for
comparison on existing LTC initiatives;
b) Assessment of existing training in LTC, aiming to build on past experiences;
c) The preliminary adaptation of training programs and standards of care, and
d) The design of a proposal for pilot intervention in Mexico.

ix)

Peru initiated to Promote Single Window Systems International Interoperability. The
initiative, which developed by PSU aims to a study on the key issues to implement SWS
International Interoperability according to APEC economies´ experiences The study could
serve as an input to discuss future actions regarding international interoperability within
the region. Both CTI and SCCP were involved in the development of the study and its
results.

x)

The Philippines collaborated with APEC economies and other countries:
(1)

ASEAN MRA on Tourism Professionals with the objective to ease the mobility of
tourism professionals within ASEAN;

(2)

MOU for Cooperation in the Field of TVET between the Government of the
Republic of the Philippines and the Government of the Republic of Indonesia
(TESDA and Indonesia’s Ministry of Education and Culture);

(3)

MOU on Cooperation in TVET between TESDA and the Department of Education
and Training of the Government of Australia;

(4)

MOA on Labor Cooperation between the Republic of the Philippines and the
Government of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea; and

(5)

xi)

RP-Saudi MOU in the field of TVET (TESDA-TVTC Agreement.

Russia is implementing various initiatives with its APEC counterparts, aiming at crossborder educational cooperation among others:
(1)

The State Program “Development of Education”: aimed at the comprehensive
development of the Russian education system;
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(2)

Program “Global Education” to facilitate human capital development in Russia and
solve the problems related to shortage of highly skilled professionals;

(3)

Years of Russian-Chinese interregional cooperation (years of cooperation
between Russia and Chinese regions - 2018-2019): Within the framework of this
joint project, which was opened on February 7, 2018 in Harbin, it is planned to hold
several hundred events aimed accordance with the agreement reached by Russian
President Putin and Chinese President XI Jinping, 2018 and 2019 have been
declared

Years

of

Russian-Chinese

interregional

cooperation

at

the

comprehensive promotion of interregional trade and economic relations; and
(4)

"Festival of Russian culture in Japan - 2018": Moscow hosted the Official opening
ceremony of the Year of Russia in Japan and the year of Japan in Russia in 2018
- In connection with it in June started the "Festival of Russian culture in Japan 2018".

xii)

Thailand initiated Single Window for Visas & Work Permits System. It is a is a new eservice channel provided by the BOI, the Immigration Bureau and the Department of
Employment.

xiii)

Chinese Taipei proposed ways to cooperate with other APEC economies, sharing
practical experience to solve the regional common problems to enhance people-to-people
connectivity, cross-border education cooperation with APEC member economies, and
youth global mobility, through initiative as follows:

(1)

Chinese Taipei has been supporting the APEC Skills Development Capacity
Building Alliance projects that would enhance people-to-people through APEC
Skills

Development

Capacity

Building

Alliance

(ASD-CBA):

Fostering

Connected APEC through Upskilling;

(2)

Conducted a 2-day workshop on November 8-9. By holding the workshop,
Chinese Taipei will collect the practical experience and policies from APEC
economies in promoting Sustainable and Inclusive Growth by Enhancing Social
Protection in the Digital Age;
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(3)

Chinese-Taipei also Advancing Career Development of Athletes in the APEC
Region. The 2018 APEC Workshop on Career Development of Sport Talents in
Digital Age was held in Chinese Taipei on May 16, 2018, focusing on finding
positive approaches to prepare sport talents for the future world of work; and

(4)

In calculating development of youth, Youth Innovation & Entrepreneurship:
Inclusive Growth & Collaborative Connectivity for Young Entrepreneurs. This
program, address the issue of APEC youth innovation and entrepreneurship
beneficial to the regional economy, the event for students, young entrepreneurs,
and entrepreneurs-to-be was held in Oct. 2018 in Chinese Taipei. There were
100 youth delegates from countries in the Asia-Pacific region, sharing their
experiences about startups and innovation.
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Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex A)
Note: Recognizing that women and the economy has been identified as an area of APEC cooperation by APEC Leaders’, including in 2014, and
that the APEC Connectivity Blueprint encompasses inclusive growth and commits to leveraging the Internet Economy to foster an enabling
environment for empowering vulnerable and disadvantaged groups especially women, youth, people with disabilities, and the poor, APEC
economies are also invited to report on initiatives that contribute to these objectives.

A1.

Initiatives relevant to Physical Connectivity being implemented/completed in 2018 (by Fora)

Group

Chemical Dialogue
(CD)

Title

Preventing Marine
Litter Through the
Development
of
Solid
Waste
Management
Infrastructure

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

APEC’s Chemical
Dialogue, Oceans,
and Fisheries
Working Group
have developed a
cross‐fora virtual
working group to
bring together
government and
industry
stakeholders to
promote innovative

Implement the Policy and
Practice Recommendations
for Overcoming Barriers to
Financing
Waste
Management Systems and
Reducing Marine Litter
endorsed in 2016 by APEC
Ministers.

1

Description of progress or achievement

(1) Initiated collaboration with the
APEC Finance Ministers Process and
presented at the APEC Finance and
Central Bank Deputies meeting.
(2) Collaborated with the Ocean and
Fisheries Working Group on an APEC
funded project OFWG 01 2018A which
seeks to promote implementation of
the Policy and Practice
recommendations and specifically

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

solutions to marine
debris.

Economic Committee 2018
APEC
(EC)
Economic
Policy
Report
on
Structural Reform
and Infrastructure
(AEPR)

Description of progress or achievement

work on innovative financing
mechanisms for infrastructure
development and improving
institutional coordination between
national level agencies as well as
national and local level agencies.

The annual policy
report on a specific
part of structural
reform, which is
presented to AMM.
The 2018 AEPR
makes the case
that ensuring
quality
infrastructure
requires an
integrated,
interlinked
approach across a
range of policy
areas. The report is
prepared by the EC
in collaboration
with FMP.

The report is endorsed by
the EC/SFOM and welcomed
by the APEC Finance
Ministers Meeting. To be
submitted to CSOM and
AMM.

2

The main report consists of two parts:
1) Infrastructure Needs and the
Impact of Investment in Physical and
Digital Infrastructure on Growth and
Connectivity; 2) The Role of Structural
Policies in Enabling the Efficient
Provision and Management of
Infrastructure. All economies provided
individual economy reports that form
an annex to the main report with
some economies also submitting
specific case studies. ABAC provided a
companion report on Structural
Reform and Digital Infrastructure.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Economic Committee Policy Discussion on The
Policy
(EC)
Structural Reform Discussion allowed
and Infrastructure
the exchange of
views on the role of
structural reforms
in provision and
management
of
quality
infrastructure.

Emergency
Preparedness
Working Group
(EPWG)

The Policy Discussion was
held at EC 2 Plenary during
SOM 3 (August 2018) with
participation of SFOM Cahir,
PSU and ABAC.

Casebook
of  The casebook
was published in
Infrastructure Build
June 2018 as an
Back Better from
output of the
Natural Disasters
APEC Project
EPWG 01 2016 –
Enhancing Rural
Disaster
Resilience
through Effective
Infrastructure
Investment, co‐
sponsored by

Description of progress or achievement

The policy discussion highlighted that
the APEC region has a high need for
further infrastructure development.
Public sector management frameworks
and
creating
institutional
environments that support private
sector financing are therefore
important structural reform issues.
Infrastructure resilience, including to
climate change, disasters and security
risks in the digital age were also
highlighted.

This casebook is intended to The casebook has been disseminated
help guide economies in online and hard copies to economies.
need
of
planning
infrastructure recovery and
Build Back Better (BBB)
approaches. Focus is placed
on non‐metropolitan and
rural areas facing growing
demands for infrastructure
investing in the coming
decades.

3

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

Viet Nam,
Philippines,
Chinese Taipei,
USA, and Japan.
 The casebook
compiles
knowledge
mainly from the
case studies of
six APEC
economies
namely Chinese
Taipei,
Indonesia, Japan,
Philippines, the
United States,
and VietNam.
Energy Working
Group (EWG)

APEC Energy
Working Group
projects

As of October
2018, there are
currently a total of
36 APEC projects in
implementation
under the Energy
Working Group
(EWG). Most of

Objectives of these projects
variously use capacity
building, information
sharing and technical
cooperation to promote
energy security, energy
efficiency, new and
renewable energy, clean
4

Over 28 APEC publications released in
2018 and over 17 technical
cooperation workshops held (see
https://www.apec.org/Groups/SOM‐
Steering‐Committee‐on‐Economic‐
and‐Technical‐Cooperation/Working‐
Groups/Energy).

Group

Energy Working
Group (EWG)

Title

Study for economic
dispatch – 220kV
power
interconnection
between Chile and
Peru (Arica‐Tacna)

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

these are relevant
to Physical
Connectivity –
particularly Sub‐
pillar 6 (Energy
Infrastructure
Development and
ensuring quality
electricity supply
for all APEC
members). A
selection from
these range of
projects are
presented below.

fossil energy and low carbon
cities.

Both Chile’s and
Peru’s Ministries
for Energy and
Regulatory
Authorities agreed
on the terms of
reference for an
updated study
focused on the

This study is an important
step towards a power
interconnection between
Chile and Peru.

5

Description of progress or achievement

Delivery of final results is expected in
early 2019.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

benefits of the
economic dispatch
for the 220kV
power
interconnection
among the frontier
cities of Arica and
Tacna.
The study is being
financed by the
IADB, and it is
expected to deliver
its results in early
2019.
Energy Working
Group (EWG)

Regulatory
framework
negotiation
for
power exchange

Both Chile’s and
Peru’s Ministers for
Energy agreed to
begin
the
regulatory
framework
discussions for the
power
exchange

The discussions aim at
agreeing upon the
necessary regulatory
framework for an eventual
power exchange between
Chile and Peru, according to
the corresponding
regulations.

6

The first meeting of the bilateral
working group took place in Lima in
November 2017. A second meeting
was undertaken in March 2018, which
allowed both parties to agree on the
general rules as a common basis for the
future
regulatory
framework
agreement.
Both countries are
currently making efforts to set an

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

between Chile and
Peru.
Energy Working
Group (EWG)

Electromobility:
Infrastructure and
Workforce
Development
(EWG 10/2017A)

Energy Working
Group (EWG)

APEC Energy Smart
Communities
Initiative (ESCI) Best
Practices Awards
Program

Description of progress or achievement

upcoming meeting to continue this
discussion.

Two‐day workshop
on electromobility
focused on issues
related
to
infrastructure and
workforce
development.

This workshop was held in
Chile in February 2018 and
focused
on
sharing
information/best practices
on two key issues that must
be addressed in order to
allow for a greater use and
increase regional trade of
electric vehicles in road‐
transport
fleets:
infrastructure and workforce
development.

The workshop was successfully
completed in February 2018.
A
summary report was prepared and
endorsed by the EWG, and it is now
available on the APEC website.

Launched in 2010,
the Energy Smart
Communities
Initiative (ESCI) has
contributed greatly
to the
advancement of
green growth,

The project aid in sharing
policy information and best
practices that are developed
for green growth,
sustainable development,
green jobs, energy

To be implemented from 9/2018 –
12/2019.

7

The ESCI best practices award will be
held in conjunction with EWG58 in
Chile.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

sustainable
conservation, and carbon
development, long‐ reduction.
term job creation
and APEC’s goal of
1 Oct
Submission of
energy intensity
2018‐ 31 cases
reduction of at
Mar
least 45 percent by
2019
2035 with 2005 as
1 Apr
Scoring and
the reference. As
2019
evaluation of
the information
participating
hub of ESCI
cases
EWG58, Award
network, the
2019
Ceremony and
Knowledge Sharing
Presentation
Platform (KSP) has
helped disseminate
and share best
practices of ESCI’s
areas of focus in a
systematic manner.
Following
the
success
of
2013 ,2015 and
2017 Annual ESCI
Best
Practices
8

Description of progress or achievement

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

Awards Program,
the
ESCI‐KSP
management team,
with the support
from APEC member
economies,
will
host the 2019 ESCI
Best
Practices
Awards Program in
order to continue
the momentum of
regional efforts in
developing
new
methods,
technologies and
applications.
Energy Working
Group (EWG)

Oil and Gas
Security Initiative:
2018
(EWG 04 2017S)

The Oil and Gas
Security Initiative
(OGSI)
is
a
succeeding project
of the Oil and Gas
Security Exercise
(OGSE) to put
forward
the

The OGSE established “Oil
and Gas Security Exercise
Model Procedure (OGS‐
EMP)”
as
a
guiding
framework
for
the
economies. The 4th OGSE
using the OGS‐EMP is
planned to be held in
9

The 4th OGSE Malaysia in
September/October 2018 had been
cancelled due to the regime change in
Malaysia. The 4th OGSE is being
proposed to be hosted by Chile
tentatively in March 2019.

Group

Energy Working
Group (EWG)

Title

APEC Workshop on
LNG Trade
Facilitation

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

directive of the
11th APEC Energy
Ministers’ Meeting
(EMM11) held in
Beijing, China on 2
September 2014.
The OGSI has a
broader coverage
consisting of three
major pillars: Oil
and Gas Security
Exercise (OGSE), Oil
and Gas Security
Network (OGSN),
and Oil and Gas
Security
Studies
(OGSS).

Malaysia
in
September/October 2018.
The OGSN will continuously
release
a
bi‐monthly
newsletter and will hold the
4th Oil and Gas Security
Network Forum in Tokyo,
Japan in March 2018.
Meanwhile, the OGSS will
also publish studies/reports
on the identified possible
research themes.

This project, by
means of hosting an
APEC
workshop,
aims to provide a
platform for deeper
dialogues
on
policies, regulatory

The key objectives are:

10

(1)To identify current
challenges of LNG
development and trade in
this region.

Description of progress or achievement

The OGS newsletter was released bi‐
monthly. The 4th Oil and Gas Security
Network Forum was held successfully
in Tokyo, Japan in March 2018. The
OGSS published “Investments in
Natural Gas Supply Chain under the
Low Price Environment”, “Energy
Security of APEC Economies
and Changing Downstream Oil
Environment”,
“Investments
in
Natural Gas Supply Chain under the
Low Price Environment” in June‐
September 2018.

To be implemented from 8/2018 –
12/2019.

The workshop is planned to be held in
Taipei, Chinese Taipei, on 6th and 7th

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

frameworks
and
market
mechanisms
related to the
region’s
LNG
development and
trade
facilitation
among current and
future
LNG
suppliers
and
consumers of the
region. Experts of
member
economies,
international
organizations, and
regional
LNG
trading hub will be
invited to share
their views on the
challenges
and
prospect of LNG
trade in the region.

11

(2)To enhance consensus
and consistency of policies
affecting development and
trade in this region by
seeking business
communities’ input.
Aug‐
Sep
2018
Oct‐
Dec
2018

Compose
meeting agenda
and invite experts
Host the
Workshop and
deliver conclusion
and report to
EWG

Description of progress or achievement

of December 2018. The workshop
agenda was composed.

Group

Energy Working
Group (EWG)

Title

APEC Peer Review
on Energy
Efficiency (PREE)
Phase 7 (Follow‐Up
PREE)

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

APEC Peer Review
on Energy
Efficiency (PREE)
Phase 7 has two
parts.

The key objectives of the
PREE are to:

(EWG 08 2017A)
The first part is the
Follow‐up PREE,
which is designed
to assist a former
PREE host economy
in implementing
the
recommendations
of a PREE review
team. The key
objective is to
assist the host
economy to obtain
in‐depth
knowledge on how
to implement the
best practice
12

a) Share information on
energy efficiency
performance, as well as
policies and measures for
energy efficiency
improvement;

b) Explore how energy
efficiency goals could be
effectively formulated in
each APEC economy under
review, taking into account
the diversity of the
strategies and
circumstances of individual
economies;

c) Monitor progress toward
attaining energy efficiency
goals and the

Description of progress or achievement

Under the PREE Phase 7, one follow‐
up PREE was conducted in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia 25th March 2018.

The 3rd EEP Workshop was held
alongside the EGEE&C 51 meeting on
10 April 2018 in Washington DC. The
summary of the workshop was
completed and endorsed by EWG in
June 2018.

A Peer Review Report on Energy
Efficiency detailing achievements and
recommendations was produced,
circulated and approved by EWG.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

recommended by
the review team in
previous PREE for
the host economy.

implementation of action
plans. The monitoring
process serves to identify
recommendations that
require more focus;

The second part is
Energy Efficiency
Policy
(EEP)
Workshop, which
succeeds
Cooperative Energy
Efficiency Design
for Sustainability
(CEEDS) project as a
forum to further
discuss key issues in
the previous PREEs.
Energy Working
Group (EWG)

APEC Workshop on
Promoting
Resilience in the
Energy Sector
(EWG 09 2017A)

Description of progress or achievement

There is an urgent
need in the APEC
region to enhance
the resilience of
energy
infrastructure
to
13

d) Improve capability on
energy efficiency policy
across APEC member
economies; and

e) Help economies that is still
in the early stage of
establishing
energy
efficiency action plan.
A major goal of the project
will be to incorporate ideas
and lessons learned from
past experience into
national disaster resource

The Workshop on Promoting
Resilience in the Energy Sector was
held in Cebu, Philippines from the 31st
of July to the 2nd of August.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

reduce the impact
from natural and
man‐made
disasters,
and
climate
change.
APEC economies
face 70 percent of
all global natural
disasters. Energy
systems are further
stressed
by
exploding growth
and urbanization
across the APEC
region. This project
supports a three
day
workshop
focusing
on
capacity‐building
training on the
methodology for
evaluating climate
change risks to
energy
infrastructure, with
14

plans and government
procurement systems.
The key objectives are:
1) To build capacity on the
methodology for evaluation
climate change risks to
energy infrastructure;

2) To build capacity on
integrated resource and
resilience planning; and

3) Work with workshop
participants to develop and
disseminate a framework for
climate‐resilient
energy
decision‐making that leads
to secure growth through
disaster risk reduction to
enhance resilience against
natural calamities.

Description of progress or achievement

The report including best practices,
policies and approaches, presented at
the workshop as well as summary
recommendations that are applicable
to all APEC economies was completed
and endorse by EWG in October 2018.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

guidelines
on
policymaking, for all
relevant
stakeholders.
Energy Working
Group (EWG)

APEC Low‐Carbon
Model Town
(LCMT) Project,
Phase 7
(EWG 02 2016A)

The LCMT project
directly responds
to the declaration
at the 9th APEC
Energy Ministers
Meeting (EMM9),
held in Fukui, Japan
on 19 June 2010,
which focused on
“Low Carbon Paths
to Energy Security”.
The LCMT Project
Phase 7 seeks to
promote low‐
carbon town
development in
order to manage
rapidly growing
energy
15

1) To disseminate LCT
through utilizing the
"Concept of the Low‐Carbon
Town in the APEC Region
(Concept)" and the "APEC
Low‐Carbon Town Indicator
(LCT‐I) System" which helps
evaluate the progress and
the status of low‐carbon
development;
2) To provide Feasibility
Study and Policy Review of a
low‐carbon development
project selected for LCMT
Phase 7; checking CO2
emissions reduction goals;
verifying how to develop
attractive and innovative
development plans through

Three Volunteer towns were selected
through EWG members: Banda Aceh,
Indonesia; Hang Tuah Jaya, Malaysia;
Shah Alam, Malaysia.
To disseminate low‐carbon towns, the
1st LCMT Symposium was held in
Jakarta, Indonesia in 14‐15 September
2017.
40 delegates from six economies,
including the above three volunteer
towns,
attended;
four
review
experts/guest speakers were invited,
and
five
from
international
organizations joined the Symposium.
The Sixth Edition of the ‘Concept’ and
the First Edition of the LCT‐I System
Guideline were distributed to the
attendees through the Symposium.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

consumption
especially in
residential or
industrial areas in
the APEC region.
The key activities
are; 1) to assess
both technical and
policy aspects of
real low‐carbon
town development
projects; 2) to
disseminate low‐
carbon towns in
the APEC region
through utilising
the Concept of
Low‐Carbon Town
and APEC Low‐
Carbon Town
Indicator (LCT‐I)
System.

the Feasibility Study; and
making recommendation on
low‐carbon measures
through the Policy Review;
3) To share best practices
and real‐world experiences
of LCT design with planners
and
policymakers
throughout the APEC region.

Feasibility Study will
be conducted by
16

Description of progress or achievement

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

qualified
urban
design consultants.
Policy Review of a
selected
low‐
carbon
development
project will be
conducted
by
experts
from
interested member
economies
and
relevant
Expert
Groups under the
APEC
Energy
Working
Group
(EWG).
The
nomination of low‐
carbon
town
development
project is on a
voluntary basis. A
low‐carbon town
development
project for the
Feasibility
Study
17

Description of progress or achievement

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

and the Policy
Review will be
selected through
the EWG.
Energy Working
Group (EWG)

APEC Low‐Carbon
Model Town
(LCMT) Project
Dissemination,
Phase 1
(EWG 03 2017A)

The APEC Low‐
Carbon
Model
Town
(LCMT)
Project
Dissemination
Phase 1, which
succeeds
LCMT
Project Phases 1‐7,
seeks to accelerate
the dissemination
of
low‐carbon
towns in order to
manage
rapidly
growing
energy
consumption in the
APEC region. The
key activities are: 1)
to hold the 2nd
LCMT Symposium
for
the
18

The key objectives of the
project are:

1) To disseminate the basic
ideas and effective
approaches of the Concept
through utilizing the LCT‐I
System, which helps
evaluate the progress and
status of low‐carbon
development of various
areas in the APEC region;
2) To provide Feasibility
Studies of a specified area
of low‐carbon development
projects selected as the LCT‐
I volunteer towns in the
LCMT Project Phase 7 and

Two Volunteer Towns were selected
through EWG members: Da Lat, Viet
Nam; Davao, the Philippines.

The 2nd LCMT Symposium was held in
Da Nang, Viet Nam on 20‐21
September 2018. 19 delegates from
seven economies, including the above
two volunteer towns, attended; four
review experts and two guest speakers
from international organizations were
invited.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

dissemination
of
the “Concept of the
Low‐Carbon Town
in the APEC Region
(Concept)” through
utilizing APEC Low‐
Carbon
Town
Indicator
(LCT‐I)
System; and 2) to
conduct Feasibility
Studies
for
a
specific area of
three
towns
participated as the
LCT‐I
volunteer
towns in the 1st
LCMT Symposium
in the LCMT Project
Phase
7.
The
nominations of the
LCT‐I
volunteer
towns are on a
voluntary basis and
three
LCT‐I
volunteer
towns

identify how to improve the
low‐carbon development
plans through the Feasibility
Studies;

19

3) To share best practices
and real‐world experiences
of low‐carbon town design
with
planners
and
policymakers
throughout
the APEC region.

Description of progress or achievement

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

are planned to be
selected through
the EWG.
Energy Working
Group (EWG)

Refrigerator/
Freezer Energy
Efficiency
Improvement in
APEC Region:
Review of
Experience and
Best Practices
(EWG 07 2017A)

This project aims to
build the capacity
to implement high
efficient
refrigerator
/freezer
technologies and
policies
in
developing APEC
economies,
meeting
APEC
energy
intensity
reduction
goals,
and the directives
in 2014 Ministerial
Meeting
to
“enhance
cooperation among
member
economies, get a
deeper
20

The objectives of the project The Seminar on Energy Saving
are listed below:
Technology was held on November
2017 in Chinese Taipei.
1) To evaluate energy
efficiency management
system and policy of
refrigerators and provide
policy suggestions for
economies in APEC region.

The 1st workshops on case studies of
refrigerators/freezers design and
implementation under energy
efficiency regulation was held in
Washington DC, USA on the 9th of
April.

2) To evaluate the available
energy saving technology
The project investigated result of the
related to refrigerator under case studies of refrigerators/freezers
EE regulation
design and conducted an investigation
report, which was released 27 April
2018.
3) To select best practical
case for studying the
method for improving

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

understanding of
their R&D needs,
build information
platforms, develop
Asia‐Pacific
intellectual
networks,
share
R&D results and
strengthen
practical
project
cooperation”. This
work will establish a
technical experts
group to review and
investigate
the
energy efficiency
promotion
for
refrigerator/freezer
and to manifest the
causal effect of
policy guidance on
energy
saving
performance. This
project will also
initiate
the
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market share of high
efficiency refrigerators

4) To establish a refrigerator
energy saving knowledge
sharing platform and to
integrate refrigerator
network of EGEE&C to
provide energy saving
design information

5) To spread project
experience, sharing the best
practice
and
collect
comments within APEC
region.

Description of progress or achievement

The 2nd workshop was held on 11
September 2018 in Chiang Mai,
Thailand.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

experience sharing
platform
of
domestic
refrigerator/freezer
design for energy
issue to improve
the
information
exchange
mechanism
and
technical training
among
APEC
region.
Through
holding
the
workshops
to
disseminate study
results and collect
available opinions,
this
project
is
expected to create
a roadmap to
enhance efficiency
management in the
future.
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Description of progress or achievement

Group

Energy Working
Group (EWG)

Title

Integrated Energy
System Planning for
Equitable Access to
Sustainable Energy
for Remote
Communities in the
APEC Regions using
North Sulawesi as a
Pilot Project/Test
Bed
(EWG 13 2017A)

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

The APEC region is
experiencing rapid
growth in energy
consumption
through economic
development
of
remote locations.
Bitung/
North
Sulawesi is one of
those regions. The
local government is
committed
to
clean, efficient and
sustainable energy
for
all,
while
attracting
new
investment in new
industries.
The
project builds on an
APEC funded LCMT
study for Bitung
and develops an
innovative
low‐
carbon
energy
roadmap resulting

The project will develop an
open‐source techno‐
economic model to be used
and further developed by
the local university and
other APEC universities.

23

Description of progress or achievement

A workshop was held on 28th March
2018 in Manado, Indonesia, to engage
with relevant stakeholders to discuss
project development as well as roles
and responsibilities.

The final outcome workshop is planned
The objectives of the project to be held on 5 November 2018.
are listed below:
1) Framework for integrated
low cost, low emissions
energy system planning for
remote communities.

2) Attract new clean local
and foreign investment.

3) Capacity building.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

in
practical
information
for
local government,
energy providers,
businesses
and
finance institutions
to
support
investment
decisions,
implementation of
projects, and policy
development. The
project
delivers
APEC‐wide benefits
via
1. Modelling
of
optimal least‐
cost,
energy‐
efficiency based
electrification
scenarios based
on community
needs;
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Description of progress or achievement

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

2. A public web‐
based forum for
sharing
learnings
and
data;
3. Policy relevant
action plans for
electrification of
grid‐edge APEC
towns
and
communities,
focusing
on
Bitung as a case
study.
Collaboration
with
PPFS,
Ocean
and
Fisheries
and
Tourism WG on
food‐energy‐
water nexus will
be included.
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Description of progress or achievement

Group

Group of Services
(GOS)

Title

Pipeline law and
regulations (Ley de
ductos y
Reglamento)

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Both
regulations
establish
the
technical
and
regulatory
standards
that
determine the free
access
to
telecommunication
s
services
for
owners or tenants,
allowing the users
to freely choose
among
different
telecommunication
s
services
providers.

Both laws have been
published and enforced
during April 2018:
‐ Supreme Decree N° 167
Ministry of Transport and
Telecommunications,
published in April 23rd 2018
in the official gazette (DS
167 del Ministerio de
Transportes y
Telecomunicaciones (MTT)
del 15 de septiembre de
2016, que Reglamenta la
Forma y Condiciones para
Garantizar la Libre Elección
en la Contratación y
Recepción de Servicios de
Telecomunicaciones en
Loteos, Edificaciones y
Copropiedad Inmobiliaria).
‐ Exempt Resolution No.
766, published in April 27rd
2018 in the official gazette.
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Description of progress or achievement

Both laws have been published and
enforced during April 2018, fostering
competition among
telecommunications services
providers by giving the users the
freedom among different
telecommunications services
providers.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

Undersecretary
of
Telecommunications
(la
Resolución Exenta N° 766 de
la Subtel que fija la norma
técnica del Reglamento
“Norma Técnica”).
Telecommunications
and Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Extension of APII
Testbed Project

The
proposal
promotes
the
construction and
expansion of Asia
(Multi‐year project, Pacific Information
self‐funded, Korea) Infrastructure (APII)
to realize the vision
of Asia Pacific
Information Society
and
common
prosperity of APEC.

The proposal aims to
improve
the
interconnectivity
and
interoperability
of
intra/inter‐regional
networks
to
enhance
regional
and
global
connectivity.

The project will be extended until
2020 and will continue promoting joint
research and application on the APII
links and other research Networks
connected to APII. The recent events
that had been run under the APII
include 5G verification test at
PyeongChang, e‐Learning in wifi
network zone, Korea‐Indonesia ICT
workshop, and others.

Telecommunications
and Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Innovation
Roundtable on
Universal
Broadband Access

To identify and share best
practice approaches to
enhance digital literacy and
improvement of citizens’
capability to fully participate
in the Digital Economy.

The Roundtable was held on 4 June
2018 and attended by about 40
participants. A total of eight
presentations were shared by PNG,
Japan, Russia, Viet Nam, US, Australia,

The main problem
that the project
would seek to
address is the
challenges
of
implementing
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Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

(TEL57, self‐
universal
funded, Papua New broadband access
Guinea)
in
the
APEC
developing
economies.
Telecommunications
and Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Industry
Roundtable on
Facilities Sharing
and Open Access
Regimes within
APEC

Telecommunications
and Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Regulatory
Roundtable on Best
Practices for
Promoting

Description of progress or achievement

ISOC, DataCo on approaches in
providing universal broadband access.

To explore ways to increase
availability, accessibility and
affordability of ICTs for the
underserved or unserved
APEC groups.

The Industry Roundtable was held on 5
June 2018 and attended by 10
economies. PNG share its experience
on achieving a degree of open access
and facilities sharing in its ICT sector.
The Pacific ICT Regulatory Resource
Centre (PiRRC) shared a case study on
Common Facilities Sharing Regime for
Small Pacific Island States. Russia also
shared principles and the associated
impact of Spectrum and Infrastructure
Sharing (SIS) with references to its work
with the ITU.

This
Roundtable To facilitate information and
allow participants opinion exchange in best
to share the vision practices for promoting
and missions of

The roundtable was held at TEL58 on 2
October 2018, attended by 60
participants. This session included 8
speakers from 7 economies from

The main problem
the project seeks to
address is the
challenges
that
were faced when
trying to implement
the facilities sharing
and open access
in
our
(TEL57, self‐funded, regime
Papua New Guinea) economies.
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Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

national plans for universal broadband service Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, New
Zealand, United States and Chinese
broadband access, among economies.
Taipei sharing views on: 1) Vision and
experience
of
various
policy
policy plan for broadband access, 2)
for
Effective and viable policy instruments
(TEL58, self‐funded, instruments
broadband
for
accelerating
broadband
Chinese Taipei)
deployment, and
deployment, and 3) Broadband
ideas of digital
strategies
for
socio‐economic
economy
development and supporting the
development via
digital economy.
broadband
applications
through
three
sessions.
Universal
Broadband Service

Telecommunications
and Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Recommendations
for implementation
of smart
sustainable city
(SSC) ICT
infrastructure in
APEC region

This project aims to
find a space for
cooperation
to
promote
the
development of SSC
ICT infrastructure
by carrying out a
survey,
case‐
29

To ensure workshop
participants will be able to
identify prerequisite
conditions to deploy SSC ICT
infrastructure in a certain
city/urban geographical
area in APEC region and to
create a framework for

The project will be started from
October 2018 and ended by December
2019. A workshop is planned back‐to‐
back with APEC TEL meeting held in
2019. The project outcomes will
contain mid‐term and final reports on
these issues for boosting SSC based on
innovative ICTs for APEC region.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

studies
and analyzing factors to develop
organizing
SSC ICT infrastructure in the
(APEC‐funded, Viet
workshop on this APEC region
Nam, approved by
issue. Based on
BMC for Session 1,
study
and
2018 )
discussion,
the
policy frameworks,
technical solutions,
and best practices
to resolve the
challenges
in
deploying
ICT
infrastructure
of
SSC for the APEC
region
will
be
proposed.

Telecommunications
and Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Domestic initiatives Improving
undertaken
by connectivity
Malaysia

RMK‐11 (2016‐2020),
Chapter 7 on Improving
Connectivity:
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2018:
‐ High speed broadband (HSBB) with
100 Mbps: 4.6 mil premises passed
‐ Sub urban broadband (SUBB) with
20 Mbps: 710000 premises passed

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

Under this chapter, digital
‐ Universal Service Provision (USP)
initiatives and outcomes:
connectivity will be
‐ Fixed line broadband‐
expanded through
Provisioning of broadband
broadband infrastructure
infrastructure with speed up to
roll‐out in non‐urban areas,
20Mbps in rural and suburban
bringing connectivity and
areas: 421,024 connections
choice to even more regions
available
and households.
‐ Fibre optic network expansion‐
Upgrading of existing backhaul
network to fiber optic to
4 strategies to address this:
accommodate high‐speed mobile
services: 759km completed
1. Expanding and upgrading
‐ Domestic submarine cable
broadband infrastructure
system‐ Installation of submarine
through deploying
fibre optic cables that connect
broadband as an
Peninsular Malaysia to Sabah and
essential service,
Sarawak with 4Tbps capacity:
improving connectivity
3,819km completed
from international to
‐ 852 internet centres nationwide
last‐mile connections,
‐ Rolling out of new
and integrating digital
communication towers and
infrastructure planning;
upgrading existing towers to
2. Increasing affordability
improve 3G coverage: 5811 sites
and protection for
completed nationwide
consumers through an
improved Access Pricing
31

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
Framework (APF) and
setting standards for
consumer protection;
3. Migrating to DTT by
implementing the
second phase of DTT
and introducing value‐
added services; and
4. Strengthening
infrastructure for smart
cities through better
connectivity and
seamless integration of
urban services
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Description of progress or achievement

‐ Offering of smart devices at
lower price compared to RRP:
2,437,300 units activated
More information for achievements in
2017:
http://www.mcmc.gov.my/skmmgovm
y/media/General/pdf/IPR‐2017‐_22‐
May.pdf

‐ The telecommunications service
providers, both fixed and mobile,
have invested a total of RM6 billion
in capital expenditure as part of
their continuous efforts to provide
better connectivity.
‐ Out of this, 49% was invested by
the fixed service providers for
submarine cables and fibre
deployment. A milestone for the
industry in 2017 is the completion
of a new submarine cable system in
May 2017, ahead of targeted

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

timeline of 30 June 2017, which
was funded by MCMC under Public‐
Private Project and deployed by
Telekom Malaysia Berhad.
‐ The initiative involved construction
of a submarine fibre optic cables
network systems spanning over six
submarine cable landing stations
connecting Peninsular Malaysia
with Sabah and Sarawak. The
submarine fibre optic cable
provides lit capacity of 4Tbps
bandwidth infrastructure using
100Gbps Dense Wavelength
Division Multiplexing technology.
‐ Malaysia broadband initiatives
namely, High Speed Broadband
Project (HSBB1) and High Speed
Broadband Project Phase 2 (HSBB2)
projects have connected 4.27
million premises to high speed
broadband up to 100Mbps.
Meanwhile, the Suburban
Broadband project (SUBB) connects
589,000 premises to broadband
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Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or achievement

services with speeds up to 20Mbps
in rural areas.
‐ In terms of service quality, all
mobile service providers complied
with Mandatory Standards for
Public Cellular Service in their
nationwide performance by
maintaining Call Setup Success Rate
between 98% and 99% as well as
Dropped Call Rate between 1% and
2%.
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Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex A)
Note: Recognizing that women and the economy has been identified as an area of APEC cooperation by APEC Leaders’, including in 2014, and that
the APEC Connectivity Blueprint encompasses inclusive growth and commits to leveraging the Internet Economy to foster an enabling environment
for empowering vulnerable and disadvantaged groups especially women, youth, people with disabilities, and the poor, APEC economies are also
invited to report on initiatives that contribute to these objectives.

A2.

Initiatives relevant to Physical Connectivity being implemented/completed in 2018 (by economies)

Economy

Title

Brief description

Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)
Canada

Implementation of
the OECD/G20 Base
Erosion and Profit
Shifting
(BEPS)
Actions

Canada has supported the
launch of the APEC‐BEPS
Community of Practice
under the Knowledge
Sharing Platform for Tax
Administrations (KSPTA)
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Launch of the APEC‐BEPS
Community of Practice created
under the Knowledge Sharing
Platform for Tax Administrations
(KSPTA), a platform developed by
the Canada Revenue Agency.
This new online capacity‐building
tool will help APEC members
share experiences, approaches
and best practices on BEPS

Description of progress or
achievement

implementation,
and
was
officially launched during the
BEPS workshop in July 2018.
Chile

Arturo
Merino On April 21, 2015, the
Benítez
Airport Arturo Merino Benítez
Remodeling
airport
20‐year
management contract was
awarded
to
Nuevo
Pudahuel, a group formed
by Groupe
ADP (45%), VINCI
Airports (40%) and Astaldi
Concessioni (15%).

One of the main objectives
is to increase the capacity
from 2014’s 16 million
passengers to 30 million by
2020, with an overall
potential of 45 million.
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The project considers a total The Project is expected to be
investment of over 900 million finished on 2020.
dollars. The new terminal –of
over 200.000 square meters‐ will
be ready for 2020 and the
current building will be destined
for domestic flights. This means
that AMB capacity will increase
from 16 million to 30 million
passengers a year. At the end of
the process of construction of
new
infrastructure
and
remodeling of existing spaces,
Santiago Airport will have more
than 265,000 M2. Thus, the flow
of people will grow from
receiving 2,400 passengers an
hour to more than 5,000 an hour.
Current airlines will be able to
strengthen operations, offer
higher frequencies and new
routes, and new airlines will find
a reason to fly to the country
offering new destinations.

Chile

Infrastructure Fund

In 2015 the Government of
Chile
proposed
the
creation
of
a
new
Infrastructure Fund, which
was approved by Congress
in January 2018. The Fund
is tasked to develop, build,
maintain and finance
public
multi‐purpose
infrastructure
via
cooperation with third
parties.

In terms of corporative
governance, Chile’s
Finance Ministry will hold
99% of equity and Corfo
(Agency for Economic
Development) will hold
1%.

Fund’s administration will
fall to a five‐member
board of directors
appointed by the
executive; two members
will be proposed by the
public works ministry, and
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The objective is to attract private
sector capital through public‐
private partnerships to deliver
crucial infrastructure, through an
autonomous entity, with modern
corporate governance and its
own assets. These should be
used to promote different
financial engineering strategies
and thus channel private
resources towards large public
infrastructure projects, to be
carried out through different
forms
of
public‐private
partnership (PPP).
The Fund main goals are to:







develop a strategic multi‐
year infrastructure plan
separated from the
political cycle;
safeguards against fiscal
risks;
leverage
existing
infrastructure assets for
development of new
projects; and
strengthen partnerships
with private sector.

We expect that this new Fund could
play an important role in
strengthening Chile’s infrastructure
development.

In depth, forward looking, and
expert‐based
screening
processes provide credibility of
final plans and reassure investors
and potential future private
counterparts.

each member will serve
four years

Finally, projects would be
individually costed and assessed
for their social merit by the
Ministry of Social Development.
Upon implementation, only non‐
loss making projects can be
executed. This implies that for
non‐self‐financing projects (e.g.,
schools, hospitals), transfers
from the public sector have to be
secured beforehand through the
regular budget process.
China

The Initiative of the
Silk Road Economic
Belt
and
21st‐
Century
Maritime
Silk Road (The Belt
and Road Initiative)

The Silk Road Economic
Belt aims to bring together
China, Central Asia, Russia
and Europe (the Baltic),
and linking China with the
Persian Gulf and the
Mediterranean
Sea
through Central Asia and
West Asia; and connecting
China with Southeast Asia,
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The Belt and Road Initiative aims
to promote the connectivity of
Asian, European and African
continents and their adjacent
seas, establish and strengthen
partnerships
among
the
countries along the Belt and
Road, set up all‐dimensional,
multi‐tiered and composite
connectivity networks, help align

The Belt and Road Initiave was well
supported and actively responded
by the international society, with
the involvement of more than 100
countries
and
international
organizations. A number of
cooperation projects have been
launched.
The
network
for
infrastructure connectivity has been
preliminarily framed. The industry
cooperation along the Belt and Road

South Asia and the Indian and coordinate the development
Ocean.
strategies of the countries along
the Belt and Road.
The 21st‐Century Maritime
Silk Road is designed to
start from China's coast to
Europe across the South
China Sea and the Indian
Ocean in one route, and
from China's coast through
the South China Sea to the
South Pacific in the other.

China

Accelerate
the
construction of high‐
speed
broadband
network, implement
2018 annual special
action of facilitating

1. Speed up the network
upgrading, promote
construction of
network city, deepen
the coverage of 4G
network, balance the
coordinated
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To the end of 2020, strive to
basically achieve the full
coverage of optical fiber network
in all urban areas; the proportion
of 20Mbps and above broadband
users will exceed 50%. Strive to

routes is booming up. The policy
coordination among participating
countries has been strengthened.
The cooperation under the Belt and
Road Initiative are benefiting people
and fostering people‐to‐people
bond.
During the past 5 years, total trade
between China and other Beld and
Road countries has exceeded US$5
trillion,
and
China’s
direct
investment in these countries has
surpassed US$70 billion. Chinese
companies have set up 82 economic
cooperation
zones,
investing
US$28.9 billion and creating
244,000 jobs for them. The Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank has
provided US$5.3 billion of loans for
28 projects in Belt and Road
countries. The Silk Road Fund has
made US$6.4 billion of investment.
By the second quarter of 2018, the
number of FTTH port reached 717
million, accounting 86.4% of
broadband ports; the proportion of
20Mbps and above broadband users

faster and more
affordable Internet
connections

development of urban achieve the goal that optical fiber reached93.6%, 4G users in China
and rural.
broadband users accounted for accounted 73.5%.
more than 90%; generally
2. Promote the network provide 100 trillion broadband
inter‐connection,
access capability.
enhance the overall
performance of the
network.
3. Facilitate high‐speed
broadband
applications, expand
the network economy
space.

China

4. Promote the
broadband market
competition, reduce
the cost of network
use.
Telecommunications On the basis of voluntary
universal
service application,
preferred
compensation pilot
recommendation
from
Provinces
(autonomous
regions and municipalities),
implement 2018 annual
telecommunications
universal service pilot
work,
support
the
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Promote
broadband
construction
of
the
administrative villages without
broadband or the administrative
village whose broadband access
capacity is no more than 12Mpbs
before 2020. Among them, in
2018, For remote administrative
villages, key frontiers and islands
without 4G network coverage,

Has carried out pilot in four batches,
provide central government subsidy
fund more than RMB 4 billion
totally.

broadband construction of take priority of population‐
rural and remote areas.
populated
areas,
public
institutions, places and key areas
to cover 4G network.
China

China‐Malaysia Port This initiative is going to
Alliance
set up a port alliance
between China and
Malaysia.

The objectives is to conduct
capacity building, information
sharing, technical support and
other cooperative projects to
enhance maritime connectivity
Key stakeholders: central
between China and Malaysia.
governments and port
authorities of China and
Malaysia.

China and Malaysia Port Alliance
secretariats hold the Meeting in
Shanghai, China on March 28, 2018,
and signed an agreement on
Exchanging
Port
Personnel
Communication
and
Study
Programme. As the follow‐up
activity, Guangzhou Port Authority
will organize a training course in
December. The 3rd China‐Malaysia
Port Alliance Annual Meeting will be
held in Tianjin, China on November
20, 2018. More cooperation will be
explored between China and
Malaysia port companies.

China

Northeast
Asia It is Logistics information
Logistics Information sharing and exchange
Service Network
platform.

The 20th Northeast Asia Logistics
Information Service Network
(NEAL‐NET) Technical Meeting was
held from 16‐17 March 2017 in
Tokyo, Japan. The 21st NEAL‐NET
Technical Meeting was Held in
Busan, People's Republic of Korea
on 13 July 2017. The 22nd NEAL‐
NET Technical was held in

The objectives is to facilitate
logistics information sharing and
exchange amongst different
transport modes and between
Key stakeholders: central
transport
operators
and
governments
and
terminals, so as to enhance
transport enterprises of
logistics connectivity in the
China, Japan and Korea.
region.
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Hangzhou, China from 8‐11
November 2017.

The NEAL‐NET China semi‐annual
conference was held in Beijing,
China on 9 August 2017. The NEAL‐
NET Chinese Council Meeting was
held in Hangzhou, China on 8
November 2017.

NEAL‐NET has facilitated logistics
information exchange sharing and
promoted regional connectivity for
the transport logistics sector in
Northeast Asia.
China

APEC Port Service APSN is an international
Network (APSN)
organization established
under the auspices of the
APEC on May 18, 2008 to
bring together the port
and port‐related industries
with senior
representatives in APEC
member economies.
Key stakeholders: APEC
member economies joining
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The objectives is to promote the
liberalization and facilitation of
trade and investment and
enhance
supply
chain
connectivity by strengthening
economic cooperation, capacity
building,
information
and
personnel exchange among port
and port‐related industries and
services in the region.

The APEC Port Connectivity Forum
will take place on 15‐16 November
in Singapore, with a theme of “Port
Connectivity: Positioning Asia‐
Pacific Ports for the Future”. This is
in response to the APEC
Connectivity Blueprint, aim to bring
the APEC region closer together by
enhancing dialogue and
cooperation, and promoting

the APSN
Members

as

Council

technical exchanges in the port and
related sectors.
The 4th Maritime Silk Road Port
International Cooperation Forum
was held in Ningbo, China on 11
July 2018. Around 400 experts from
the port, shipping and logistics
industries from over 40 economies
along the Maritime Silk Road
exchanged ideas under the theme
“a shared platform, co‐creation, co‐
discussion and collaboration” and
explored multilateral cooperation
for a new blueprint for co‐
development.

China

China‐ASEAN
Port China‐ASEAN Port Cities
Cities Co‐op Network Co‐op
Network
was
established under the 10th
anniversary of China‐
ASEAN
strategic
partnership
on
3
September, 2013 to bring
together the port and port‐
related industries with
senior representatives in
China
and
ASEAN
countries.
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The objectives is to promote the
liberalization and facilitation of
trade and investment and
enhance
supply
chain
connectivity by strengthening
economic cooperation, capacity
building,
information
and
personnel exchange among port
and port‐related industries and
services in China and ASEAN
Countries.

The GPAS Workshop 2018 was
successfully held on 17‐18 April in
Beijing, China, which was hosted by
APSN and China Waterborne
Transport Research Institute.
Participants emphasized the
importance of keeping balance
between ports’ economic
development and sustainable
development and enhancing best
practices sharing of green ports in
Asia‐Pacific.

The 3rd Working Conference of the
China‐ASEAN Port Cities Co‐op
Network was held in Nanning,
Guangxi, China on May 24, 2018.
Government representatives and
port administrative and operational
authorities of coastal port cities of
China and the ASEAN countries as
well as representatives from
international shipping companies
attended the conference. Plagues
were awarded to the 6 new
members and project signing
ceremony was held.
Besides, outcomes of information
platform development of the China‐
ASEAN Port Cities Co‐op Network
were
released
during
the
conference. So far, the Network has
accepted 31 members, which
include major ports of China,
Cambodia, Malaysia, Singapore and
Thailand. In October 2017, China‐
ASEAN Port Cities Cooperation
Network was listed as a priority in
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China‐ASEAN
cooperation.
China

ABAC China proposal
to promote smart
city construction for
sustainable
development

Although urbanization
brings many economic
benefits, it also poses a
threat to sustainable
development.
Infrastructure in cities
around the world is
struggling to support
massive surges in
population, and basic
services like education and
healthcare aren't equally
available to all citizens –
especially in developing
countries.
Smart Cities enabled by
Information and
Communication
Technology provide a
platform for addressing
these challenges. The
rapid development and
convergence of new
technologies like 4G/5G,
IoT, cloud, big data
analytics, and AI is
45

To raise the awareness of the
role ICT plays in building smart
sustainable city and advise how
to build smart city:

ABAC should encourage relevant
government agencies to explore
Smart Cities as a solution to
specific sustainability challenges.

Smart Cities should start with
top‐down design, but with
bottom‐up involvement from
public and private organizations
in specific domains (such as
transportation, healthcare,
public safety, etc.). This,
combined with long‐term
collaboration models like PPP, is
key to success.

transportation

ABAC China (Huawei) did three
smart city presentations at ABAC 1,
ABAC 2 and ABAC 3. The subject was
well received in ABAC and all agreed
to
include
relevant
policy
recommendations into the ABAC
report to leaders.

enabling cities around the
world to:
 Optimize traditional
infrastructure (e.g.,
transportation and
utilities)
 Make public services
more convenience and
accessible (e‐
government)
 Drive business
competitiveness (digital
transformation of
industry)
 Improve quality of life

Hong Kong,
China

The Hong Kong
Section of the
Guangzhou‐
Shenzhen‐Hong
Kong Express Rail
Link (XRL)

The 26 km Hong Kong
Section of the XRL is a
high‐speed passenger rail
line, connecting HKC to the
People’s Republic of
China’s currently 25,000
km‐long and ever‐
expanding high‐speed rail
network.

The Hong Kong Section of the
XRL was commissioned on 22
September 2018 and
commenced operation on 23
September 2018.
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The Hong Kong Section of the
XRL enables passengers to
travel to Guangzhou,
Dongguan and Shenzhen by
rail within an hour, realising
the vision of “one‐hour living
circle” in the Pearl River Delta
in the People’s Republic of
China.
Apart from providing the
aforesaid short‐haul service,

the Hong Kong Section of the
XRL also offers direct long‐haul
service and greatly shortens
the travelling time by rail
between HKC and various
major cities in the mainland of
the People’s Republic of China
(e.g. Beijing, Shanghai,
Kunming, Guilin, Guiyang,
Shijiazhuang, Zhengzhou,
Wuhan, Changsha, Hangzhou,
Nanchang, Fuzhou, Xiamen
and Shantou etc).
Hong Kong,
China

Three‐Runway
System of the Hong
Kong International
Airport

In 2015, HKC affirmed the
need for the Three‐Runway
System (3RS) project in
maintaining HKC as a global
and regional aviation hub,
and for sustaining HKC’s
long‐term economic and
development needs. The
3RS project comprises
reclamation of some 650
hectares of land north of
the existing airport island,
the construction of a third
runway, a Third Runway
Passenger Building, a new
automated people mover
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This important infrastructure
development for HKC will not
only strengthen HKC’s strategic
position as a global and regional
aviation hub, but also contribute
substantively
to
the
development of the Guangdong‐
Hong Kong‐Macao Greater Bay
Area and the promotion of the
country’s Belt and Road
Initiative. The Airport Authority
Hong Kong (AAHK) estimates that
upon full commissioning of the
3RS, Hong Kong International
Airport will have the capacity to
handle air traffic demand in

With the completion of the
relevant statutory procedures
relating to reclamation and town
planning, the AAHK commenced
the 3RS construction works in
August 2016. The AAHK
anticipates that the whole project
would take approximately eight
years to complete and the current
stage of works focuses on
reclamation of around 650 hectares
of land north of the existing airport
as well as design and tendering
works of relevant airport facilities.

system, a new baggage
handling system, as well as
modification
and
expansion of the existing
Terminal 2 into a full
service‐processing
terminal. The scale of
works is similar to the
construction of a new
airport.

Hong Kong,
China

Hong Kong‐Zhuhai‐
Macao Bridge

future. The annual passenger
volume is expected to increase
from 72.9 million in 2017 to
around 100 million, and the
cargo volume will increase from
4.92 million tonnes to around 9
million tonnes. The 3RS will bring
long‐term economic and social
benefits
to
HKC,
create
considerable
employment
opportunities for various sectors,
promote
HKC’s
overall
competitiveness
and
bring
substantial benefits to the well‐
being of our community.

The Hong Kong – Zhuhai – (a) The HZMB is strategically
important. It will facilitate
Macao Bridge (“HZMB”), a
the
further
economic
direct
land
transport
development
of
HKC,
infrastructure, will link HKC
Macao and Western Pearl
directly with Zhuhai and
River Delta, and will
Macao. The entire HZMB
significantly
reduce
project consists of two
transportation costs and
parts: (i) the HZMB Main
time for travellers and
Bridge; and (ii) the link
goods on roads of Hong
roads
and
boundary
Kong. Its commissioning will
crossing facilities of the
benefit various sectors in
three sides. The Main
HKC, such as tourism,
Bridge will become the
finance and commerce.
longest bridge‐cum‐tunnel
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Having regard to the progress of
the HZMB, the governments of
Guangdong, HKC and Macao are
striving to improve the clearance
conditions of the boundary crossing
facilities. The commissioning date
of the HZMB will be announced
once confirmed.

sea crossing in the world,
totalling 29.6 km in length
(b) With the connection by the
(including 6.7 km of
HZMB, the Western Pearl
underwater tunnel). As a
River Delta will fall within a
major strategic cross‐
reachable
three‐hour
boundary project, the
commuting radius of HKC,
HZMB is unprecedented in
enhancing
the
city's
terms of scope, scale and
position as a trade and
logistics hub as goods from
complexity.
the Western Pearl River
Delta, Western Guangdong
and Guangxi can better
make use of the airport and
container ports in HKC. The
HZMB will accelerate the
economic integration of the
Pearl River Delta and its
neighbouring provinces.
Japan

Transport Land
Transpotation

Mekong Industrial
Development Vision
(MIDV) was adopted at the
Mekong‐Japan Economic
Ministers Meeting in 2015.
The Work Programme was
adopted at the Mekong‐
Japan Economic Ministers
Meeting in 2016 and this
covers cooperative
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The first vision (MIDV) expects
GDP increase of USD20BN in
Mekong, i.e. 2% of the region’s
GDP, by 2020.
And the new vision (MIDV2.0)
will be adopted at the Mekong‐
Japan Economic Ministers
Meeting in 2019.

Mekong Development Roadmap
(Work Programme) under the
Mekong Industrial Development
Vision has been enhancing hard
and soft connectivity in the Mekong
region of Southeast Asia.
Japan proposed the development
of the Mekong Industrial
Development 2.0 (MIDV2.0) with its
early implementation measures in

projects planned or
performed by the
governments of Mekong
countries and Japan, as
well as regional developing
partners.

response to changes and challenges
surrounding Mekong countries on
30 August 2018 in Singapore.

In addition, Japan
proposed the
development of the
Mekong Industrial
Development 2.0
(MIDV2.0) with its early
implementation measures
in response to changes
and challenges
surrounding Mekong
countries on 30 August
2018 in Singapore.
Japan

Mekong‐Japan
Connectivity
Initiative
[New Existing
Initiative]

Japan will further promote
infrastructure
development in both
“hard” and “soft” areas in
the Mekong region and
make efforts to enhance
physical and institutional
connectivity (e.g. filling the
missing links of the East‐
West
and
Southern
50

This initiative which was
adopted at the 8th Mekong‐
Japan Summit Meeting in 2016
is expected to develop
infrastructure to fill the missing
links of the East‐West and
Southern Economic Corridors
and to promote the
development along the
Corridors and improve access

The Third Senior Level Working
Group (SLWG) Meeting on this
initiative was held to strengthen
hard and soft connectivity and
industrial structures and human
resource development in April
2018. The Second Workshop on
Connectivity Enhancement in the
Mekong Region in March, 2018 was
held to exchange views on the

Economic Corridors etc.) by
realizing “vibrant and
effective connectivity”, so
that the whole region can
benefit from the growth.
This initiative also aims to
strengthen the ASEAN
Community by promoting
regional integration.

from neighboring area to
Corridors.
The Governments of Japan and
Mekong countries reviewed the
qualitative and quantitative
progress in the field of hard
infrastructure under the
initiative at the 11th Japan‐
Mekong Foreign Ministerial
Meeting (Eg. Japan’s ODA
projects contributed to reducing
travel time by half and doubling
or tripling traffic volume on part
of the Southern Economic
Corridor.).
Japan’s efforts under this
initiative will be updated under
Tokyo Strategy 2018, which was
newly adopted at the 10th Japan‐
Mekong Summit Meeting in
October 2018.
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latest situation on the development
of regional connectivity among
Japanese public and private sectors
and government officials of
Mekong countries. The
Governments of Japan and Mekong
countries reviewed the qualitative
and quantitative progress in the
field of hard infrastructure under
the initiative at the 11th Japan‐
Mekong Foreign Ministerial
Meeting.

Japan

Review of APEC
Multi Year Plan on
Infrastructure
Development and
Investment (MYPIDI)
[New Existing
initiative]

Led by Japan and PNG, the
project aimed to
investigate the extent of
application of MYPIDI,
which touches upon the
quality of infrastructure, to
APEC projects/documents.

The project aimed to give APEC
economies ideas of baseline for
future discussions and further
efforts on promoting quality
infrastructure development and
investment.

It was identified that 271
documents related to
infrastructure, supply chain
connectivity, and Public‐Private
Partnership (PPP) were submitted
to APEC fora for the period of 2014‐
2016. 60% of the 271 documents
were in conformity with the
MYPIDI. However, the number of
the documents in conformity with
the MYPIDI was decreasing year by
year in 2014‐2016.
In this regard, Japan encouraged
APEC economies to constantly
implement measures that could
improve and promote connectivity
such as through quality
infrastructure projects, in line with
the APEC Connectivity Blueprint
2015‐2025.
The outcome report was endorsed
by IEG and Japan presented the
findings of the review at IEG 2 and
FotC on Connectivity held in August
2018.
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Japan

Cross‐sectoral Issues
Quality of
Infrastructure
[New Existing
initiative]

APEC Guidebook on
Quality of Infrastructure
Development and
Investment was developed
and endorsed by CTI and
welcomed by the Ministers
in November 2014.
Since then, the importance
of ensuring the quality
infrastructure has been
recognized
in
the
international arena. APEC
Ministers welcomed an
initiative to upgrade the
Guidebook in 2017.

Japan

Cross‐sectoral Issues
Quality of
Infrastructure
[New Existing
initiative]

Japan proposed a peer
review and capacity
building mechanism that
deals with policies and
practices, including
relevant laws, regulations
and procedures, of
member economies with
respect to the selection
and implementation
process of infrastructure
projects in 2015.
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This initiative mainly aims at
upgrading the Guidebook, which
provides model approaches and
procedure for government
officials and stakeholders of
APEC economies for
implementing quality
infrastructure projects.

APEC agreed to upgrade the
Guidebook on Quality of
Infrastructure Development and
Investment, with the aim to also
develop a guideline specifically for
the water and sewage sector (APEC
Guideline for Quality of Water
Infrastructure) in 2017.

In addition, this initiative also
aims at developing a guideline for
the water and sewage sector, as
one of the prominent sectors
mentioned in the Guidebook
2014.

[The Guidebook and the Guideline
are endorsed by CTI and welcomed
by the Ministers in November
2018.]

This proposed mechanism is
expected to assist member
economies to implement the
cross‐sectoral issues on Physical
Connectivity as identified in the
Connectivity Blueprint for 2015‐
2025. The outcome of peer
review and capacity building
activities will contribute to
mutual learning of “quality of
infrastructure” and “people‐
centered investment, and good

i) The Philippines announced to
participate in the peer review as
reviewed economy and Japan
announced to participate in as a
facilitating economy at CTI1 in
2016.
The review work completed in 2017
and the final report was finalized at
CTI2 in 2017. Japan provided
exclusive capacity building program
in Philippines in 2017 (expert

Japan developed “the practices and principles as well as
Reference Guide for Peer PPP” among APEC economies.
Review
and
Capacity
Building
on
APEC
Infrastructure
Development
and
Investment’, and it was
endorsed at CTI3 and
SOM3 in 2015.

dispatch) and in Japan in
2018(invitation program).
ii) The Viet Nam announced to
participate in the peer review as
reviewed economy and Japan
announced to participate in as a
facilitating economy at CTI1 in
2017. The review work completed
in 2018 and final report was
finalized at CTI2 in 2018. Japan will
provide exclusive capacity building
program to Vietnam within 2018.
iii) Indonesia announced to
participate in the peer review as
reviewed economy and Japan
announced to participate in as a
facilitating economy at CTI2 in
2018. The review work will start
within 2018.

Japan

Cross‐sectoral Issues
Quality of
Infrastructure
[Existing initiative]

With a view to developing
high quality electric power
infrastructure in the Asia‐
Pacific region, Japan has
launched an Initiative for
Enhancing
Quality
of
Electric
Power
Infrastructure.
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This Initiative is mainly aimed at
formulating a guideline which
provides important elements to
be considered when developing
individual high‐quality electric
power infrastructure.

Since the guideline was endorsed
by EWG in October 2016, it has
been introduced in training
programs for Asian emerging
economies and so on conducted by
Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry. In 2017, Japanese electric
After the guideline being
utility company provided training
finalized, capacity building for

disseminating the guideline will programs to power plants in Viet
be conducted.
Nam and Malaysia regarding
improvement of operation and
maintenance of power plants,
including the guideline.
Japan

Promoting Quality
Infrastructure
Investment in rapidly
urbanizing APEC
Region
[New Existing
initiative]

Japan

Promoting Quality
Infrastructure
Investment
[New Existing
initiative]

As a follow up of the APEC
Connectivity Blueprint, this
project aims to further
deepen and brush up the
discussions on quality
infrastructure
(QI)
investment in cooperation
with
multilateral
development banks and
related
International
Organizations.

To contribute to the capacity
building among officials in charge
of infrastructure and promote QII
activities in APEC region, Japan is
planning a meeting based on the
suggestions
stated
as
“continuing efforts” in the
“Report on the Outcomes” of the
previous meeting in October
2017.

International meetings to
discuss and share the
importance of quality
infrastructure investment.

This initiative is aimed at ‐
promoting the importance of
quality
infrastructure
investment.

In April 2018, Japan and OECD
Development Centre co‐held
the Seminar on promoting
quality infrastructure.

‐

In September 2018, at the UN
General Assembly, Japan, EU
and UNOPS (The United
Nations Office for Project
Services) co‐held the high level
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This project was endorsed by CTI as
APEC’s funded project. Japan will
hold the “Conference on Quality
Infrastructure” next year (2019).

side event on promoting
quality infrastructure .
Japan

Expanded
Partnership for
Quality
Infrastructure
[Existing initiative]

Mexico

Annual Program of
Use and Exploitation
of Frequency Bands
2018

Provision of infrastructure
financing through ODAs
and private financing
investment in order to
meet the growing demand
for
infrastructure
development.

The provision of approx. USD 200 On‐ going
billion in financing as a target for
the next five years for
infrastructure projects around
the world including the Asia‐
Pacific.

With the issuance of the
2018 Program, it is
intended to contribute to
the
infrastructure
to
expand coverage and
improve the quality of
public
services
telecommunications and
broadcasting. In addition,
the Program seeks to
promote efficiency in the
use and exploitation of the
radio spectrum, in benefit
of
end
users
of
telecommunications and
broadcasting services, at
the lowest cost possible for

Among the objectives are:

Published in 03/04/2018.

To increase the availability of
radio spectrum as one of the
necessary actions to foster
greater competition, coverage,
plurality and inclusion,
connectivity and accessibility to
telecommunications and
broadcasting services.

http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detall
e.php?codigo=5517944&fecha=03/
04/2018
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Develop actions to determine
and promote the efficient use of
radio spectrum in the country.

them, meeting demand,
coverage and quality.
Mexico

The publication of
the Fundamental
Technical Numbering
Plan, the
Fundamental
Technical Signaling
Plan and the
modification to the
Numerical Portability
Rules, published on
November 12, 2014

Issuance
of
a
Numbering Plan.

new Among the objectives are:
Guarantee the availability of
geographic numbering in the
country; establish dialing
procedures more simple and
homogeneous; simplify the
procedures before the Institute
for the allocation of resources
numerical and signaling;
improve the management of
numerical and signaling
resources and count

The new Numbering Plan
was designed to define the
technical
conditions
necessary
for
the
interoperability
and
interconnection of public
telecommunications
networks to be provided
efficiently,
always
promoting
flexible
mechanisms that allow and
With detailed information with
encourage
new
the use of assigned numbering
technologies,
for
the
and signaling resources.
benefit of users.
New Signaling Plan. The
new
Signaling
Plan
comprises the modification
of the formats for the
exchange of digits of the B
number
(telephone
number that identifies the
destination of the call) in
the signaling between
57

These Plans guarantee the
efficient provision of public
services of general interest in the
field of telecommunications and
broadcasting.
Because it responds to the
Institute's powers to guarantee
the
minimum
technical

The decree was published in
11/05/2018

http://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php
?codigo=5522388&fecha=11/05/20
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public telecommunications conditions necessary for the
interoperability
and
networks.
interconnection
of
public
Modification
to
the
telecommunications networks to
Portability Rules. Because
be provided efficiently, always
of the issuance of the new
promoting flexible mechanisms
Numbering and Signaling
that allow and encourage new
Plans,
the
current
technologies, for the users
Portability
Rules
are
benefit.
modified in order to
replace the references to
the ABC code, by the IDO
code.
Mexico

Guidelines that set
the terms under
which the
predominant
economic agent in
the
telecommunications
sector or with
substantial power
must have a physical
presence at Internet
traffic exchange
points in the national
territory and enter
into agreements that
allow service

The purpose of these
guidelines is to establish
the terms under which the
predominant
economic
agent
in
the
telecommunications sector
or with substantial power,
has to have a physical
presence at Internet traffic
exchange points in the
national territory and to
enter into agreements that
allow Internet service
providers internal traffic
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Through these guidelines we
seek to achieve:
• Reduction of operational costs
associated with the exchange of
national Internet traffic between
the networks connected to the
IXP.
• Reduction of latency (and
consequently, better quality) by
keeping the national traffic
exchange local.
• Better control and more
autonomy of the resources of
the network when

Published in 24/06/2017.
http://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php
?codigo=5491665&fecha=24/07/20
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providers of Internet
the internal
exchange of traffic
more efficiently and
less expensive.

exchange more efficiently interconnecting in a centralized
and less expensive.
point.
• Promotion of competition by
eliminating barriers to the
entry of new Internet service
providers.
• Reduction of dependence on
foreign IXPs, as well as
greater security in the
information by avoiding the
exchange of local traffic
abroad.
• Promotion of the creation of
local network infrastructure,
which is an important
component in the creation of
local digital content.

Mexico

General Rules that
establish the terms
and requirements
for the granting of
authorizations in
matter of
telecommunications
established in the
Federal
Telecommunications

The purpose of these Rules
is to establish the
requirements and
deadlines that must be
observed by those
interested in obtaining the
Federal Institute of
Telecommunications
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Modifications are made to the
General Rules in order to
streamline and simplify the
processing of authorization
requests.

[UPDATE] The original rules where
published in 24/07/2015 and the
modification where published on
published in 7/06/2018.

http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detall
e.php?codigo=5401777&fecha=24/
07/2015

and Broadcasting
Law of Mexico,

Authorization to carry out
the following activities:
 Establish and operate
or use
telecommunications
services without the
status of
concessionaire;
 Satellite Earth stations
to transmit signals;
 Install
telecommunications
equipment and means
of transmission that
cross the country’s
borders;
 Use the right to
broadcast and receive
signals and frequency
bands associated with
foreign satellite
systems that cover and
can provide services in
the country, and
 Use temporarily
spectrum bands for
diplomatic visits.
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http://www.ift.org.mx/sites/default
/files/conocenos/pleno/sesiones/ac
uerdoliga/dofpift230518375.pdf

Mexico

Technical Provision
IFT‐011‐2017:
Technical
specifications of
mobile terminal
equipment that can
make use of the
radio electric
spectrum or be
connected to
telecommunications
networks. Part 2.
Mobile terminal
equipment operating
in the 700 MHz, 800
MHz, 850 MHz, 1900
MHz, 1700 MHz /
2100 MHz and / or
2500 MHz bands

This provision establishes
the technical specifications
as
well
as
the
corresponding
test
methods
of
Mobile
Terminal Equipment that
can make use of the radio
spectrum or be connected
to
telecommunications
networks, providing that
when they operate they do
not
cause
harmful
interference to other
authorized
operating
equipment, nor to the
telecommunications
networks and services
authorized by the Federal
Telecommunications
Institute.

This technical provision seeks
the following benefit:

The technical provision was
published in 03/01/2018

i) provide legal certainty
regarding the technical
specifications and test methods
of Mobile Terminal Equipment
that can make use of the radio
spectrum (in the 700 MHz, 800
MHz, 850 MHz frequency bands,
1900 MHz, 1700 MHz / 2100
MHz and / or 2500 MHz) or be
connected to
telecommunications networks,
providing that when they
operate they do not cause
harmful interference to other
authorized operating
equipment, nor to
telecommunications networks
and services authorized by the
Federal Institute of
Telecommunications;

And was modified in 30/37/2018

This provision will be reviewed by
the Institute at least 5 years after
its entry into force.
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The modification allows
strengthening the test methods of
the regulation, thus strengthening
the process of the conformity
assessment of the technical
provision. Without generating costs,
procedures or additional
obligations.

http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detall
e.php?codigo=5480872&fecha=27/
04/2017

Mexico

The calculator of
probabilities of
adoption of ICT and
Internet uses in
Mexico

The calculator is based in a
study that presents an
analysis of the influence of
the
main
sociodemographic
characteristics of the
population (sex, age, and
income level, state of
residence,
city
of
residence,
educational
level and occupation) on
the
adoption
of
Information
and
Communication
Technologies (ICT) and on
certain Internet uses. The
adoptions of the ICTs that
are
analyzed
are
Computer,
Internet,
Mobile Phone and Internet
through a smart phone
(Smartphone); while the
Internet uses that are
examined are interaction
with the government,
purchases, payments and
banking operations. All
calculations are made
using the National Survey
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This interactive calculator makes The tool was presented in
possible
to
know
the 15/08/2018
probabilities of using ICT and
Internet in a personalized way,
according to the different http://calculadoraprob.ift.org.mx/
sociodemographic
characteristics available. It is
expected, that it would be a
useful tool for the generation of
public
policies
regarding
connectivity and coverage of
telecommunications and radio
broadcasting services in the
country.

on Availability and Use of
Technology of
Information in the Homes
(ENDUTIH)
Mexico

Microsite for the
Indigenous
Communities and
Peoples

This microsite is dedicated
to provide informative
materials that are available
in
nine
indigenous
languages
(Mixteco,
Huichol, Nahuatl, Otomi,
Tarahumara, Maya, Mayo,
Purépecha and Zapoteco).
The materials include the
summary of the Letter of
Minimum Rights of Users,
infographics related to the
tools that the IFT has made
available to users of
telecommunications
services, as well as various
videos with topics such as
What does the IFT for you?,
"My Rights, My Allies", and
the "IFT Users Portal". As
well as the important
information
for
the
processing of broadcasting
concessions for social,
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This microsite is a tool for the
empowerment of the indigenous
communities
and
peoples
regarding their constitutional
rights to telecommunications
services.

This microsite was released and
presented
on
09/08/2018
http://www.ift.org.mx/comunidade
s_pueblosindigenas

community and indigenous
use.
Mexico

Guidelines that set
the indexes and
quality parameters
to which the mobile
service providers
must adhere and
abrogates the
Fundamental
Technical Quality
Plan for the Local
Mobile Service
published on August
30, 2011, as well as
the measurement
methodology of the
Fundamental
Technical Plan of
Quality of the Local
Mobile Service
published on June
27, 2012.

Establish the indexes and
quality parameters of the
mobile service that must
be met by providers, as
well as the methodology of
measurements of the
established parameters.
With the emission of
guidelines, it will
possible to adjust
existing regulations to
new
services,
accordance
with
current technology.

the
be
the
the
in
the

These guidelines establish
the parameters to evaluate
the mobile services offered
in Mexico (voice, short
message service ‐ SMS and
data transfer), as well as a
methodology to measure
the proposed parameters.
For this methodology, a
two‐step statistical model
is
established
using
64

Considering the current state of
the networks in Mexico and the
evolution
of
the
telecommunications
sector
described, with these Guidelines,
quality
parameters
are
established according to the
technologies and the needs of
the users. Therefore, the
guidelines promote the offer of a
better service, thus guaranteeing
the right of users to ensure that
telecommunications services are
provided in quality conditions.

The guidelines were published on
17/01/2018
https://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.ph
p?codigo=5510754&fecha=17/01/2
018

stratified random sampling
in the first step to select
the geographic locations
where it will be measured
and a simple random
sample in the second step
to determine the sample
size for each service to be
evaluated.
Mexico

Public Tender to
concession the use,
exploitation and
commercial
exploitation of 120
MHz of radio
spectrum available in
the 2500‐2690 MHz
frequency band (Bid
No. IFT‐7).

With this public tender, it is
planned to concession the
use, exploitation and
commercial exploitation of
up to 130 MHz of radio
spectrum available in the
Frequency Band 2500‐
2690 MHz, for mobile
wireless access services.

Expand the spectral availability
for mobile broadband services,
so
that
the
established
concessionaires
and
new
participants have the possibility
of having sufficient amounts of
spectrum at the national level for
the deployment of next
generation mobile networks. This
will continue to expand the
coverage and especially the
capacity of mobile services, in
particular the access to mobile
broadband, while providing
services with higher data transfer
speeds for end users.

The call for the public tender was
published
on
13/02/2018
https://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.ph
p?codigo=5512943&fecha=13/02/2
018

The public tender concluded in
07/08/2018 in favor of AT&T
Comunicaciones Digitales, S.A. of
C.V. (ATT) and Pegaso PCS, S.A. of
C.V. (TEF or Telefónica).

http://www.ift.org.mx/industria/esp
ectro‐
radioelectrico/telecomunicaciones/
With the spectrum assigned in
2018/licitacion‐no‐ift‐7‐servicio‐de‐
this tender, users will be able to
acceso‐inalambrico
have mobile broadband services
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of higher speed and better
quality. There will be new
investments in the sector and
greater coverage throughout the
country, as well as the possibility
of deployment of 5G technology.
It is important to consider that
the winning participants of this
tender will have coverage
obligations that include the
provision of services in at least
200 of the 557 populations of
1,000 to 5,000 inhabitants that
do not yet have mobile service;
cover at least 10 of the 13
metropolitan areas of the
country with more than one
million inhabitants, with its own
infrastructure in the 2.5 GHz
band; and cover trunk roads
associated with five special
economic zones decreed by the
Federal Government, within a
maximum period of four years.
Malaysia

Digital Free Trade  DFTZ
will
provide  March 2017 (operationalized On‐going
physical and virtual
in phases) with 2 objectives:
Zone (DFTZ)
zones to facilitate SMEs
to capitalise on the
66

convergence
of
exponential growth of
the internet economy
and
cross‐border
eCommerce activities.

i. Establish Malaysia as a
regional e‐Commerce e‐
fulfillment hub; and
ii. Drive export of Malaysian
SMEs via eCommerce.

 The Government of  DFTZeServices Platform ‐ to
Malaysia is the key
deliver
expedited
and
stakeholder of DFTZ and
seamless
cross
border
eCommerce fulfillment
is supported by other
agencies and local key
industry players as well
as Alibaba Group. DFTZ  Process improvement ‐ to
accelerate
end‐to‐end
is operated through a
turnaround time for cargo
public‐private
clearance:
partnership.
i. real time cargo tracking;
and
 There
are
three
ii. efficient
enforcement
components comprising
through data analytics and
both physical and virtual
machine learning.
zones:
- eFulfilment Hub : To

help SMEs/businesses
in exporting their
goods easily, with the
help of leading
fulfilment service
providers.
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 DFTZ will be a boost to
Malaysia’s
eCommerce
Roadmap that was introduced
in 2016, which aims to double
the nation’s eCommerce
growth and increase the GDP
contribution to RM211 billion

- Satellite Services Hub :

To connect
SMEs/businesses with
leading players who
offer services like
financing, last mile
fulfilment, insurance
and other services
which are important
in cross‐border trade.
- eServices Platform : To
efficiently manage
cargo clearance and
other processes
needed for cross‐
border trade.
The
Philippines

FishR
(National The National government's
Fisherfolk
program on the municipal
Registration)
registration, dubbed as
FishR, has brought the
Phillippine fishery sector to
a new frontier as it aimed
at registering fihserfolk
across the country.
The Bureau of Fisheries &
Aquatic Resources of the
Department of Agriculture,
as the lead agency pushing
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(approximately
US$47.68
billion) by year 2020.

Increase access and opportunity Digitalizing
for
the
vulnerable
and database.
disadvantage groups, especially
women to fisheries’ support.

fisherfolk

profile

its implementation, shares
this milestone with the
local governent units
(LGUs) and other
govenment and non‐
government organizations
(NGOs).
Through
the
FishR
database, access and
support to the sector,
including the vulnerable
and disadvantage groups
has become more defined.
The
Philippines

Support to free
internet
access
program in public
places in the country

Has started collaboration
with appropriate agencies
for
the
effective
institutionalization
of
internet connectivity and
establishment of sites for
fisheries.

The
Philippines

Gender
and As part of ensuring that
development (GAD) gender‐mainstreaming
electronic portals
efforts are continuously
pursued, gender and
development (GAD) efforts
continue to promote its
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Provide full support in
implementation and operation
of the program to bring a better
quality public service through
the internet connectivity.

Availability of internet connection
within
fisheries
public
establishment and providing access
to the location of Wi‐Fi access point

Facilitate
exchange
of Maintaining and updating GAD
information and promote GAD website with relevant information,
awareness
through
GAD which is accessible to everyone.
electronic portal.

advocacies on economic,
social and political
empowerment of women
through electronic portals.
Russia

Bringing Gap in
Economic
Development
and
Integration
of
Remote Areas for
Sustainable Growth
in the APEC region

The initiative supports the
implementation of the
APEC
Connectivity
Blueprint 2015‐2025 in
terms of strengthening the
cooperation
of
APEC
economies,
sharing
experiences and best
practices on infrastructure
development in remote
areas, improve the quality
of life of the population in
remote areas and increase
their participation in the
economy and global trade,
and support traditional
crafts
and
small
entrepreneurship among
the indigenous population
of the APEC economies.
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The implementation of the
initiative has no time limits. It
serves as a basis for a
comprehensive
study
of
problems of remote areas of
APEC, the development of a
coordinated policy, studies of
best practices and methods of
development of such areas of
APEC economies.

In August 2017, Russia held a
Political dialogue in Vietnam to
bridge the gap in economic
development and integration of
remote areas for sustainable growth
in the APEC region, which resulted in
a decision on the need to continue
work in this direction and develop a
Common plan containing possible
further steps and potential areas of
cooperation
between
APEC
economies.
The APEC Leaders and Ministers
recognised the importance of
economic integration of rural and
remote areas to innovative,
integrated,
inter‐connected,
sustainable and inclusive growth in
the APEC region, and urged
economies to increase their
collaboration in this area (2017
AELM declaration, paragraph 23;

2017 AMM statement, paragraph
18).
In 2018 Australia has proposed to
create an APEC Support Fund Sub‐
fund for Economic Development in
Remote Areas (EDRA).
By the end of 2018, a study of the
APEC strategic planning Department
(PSU) should be published on the
definition of the term "remote
territories" in the APEC economies,
identifying the main problems and
opportunities in the development
and integration of remote territories
in the APR, as well as studying the
work of international organizations
in this area.
In order to get a more complete
picture of the approaches and best
practices in the APEC economies for
the development of remote areas,
Russia prepared a questionnaire on
the development and integration of
remote areas (Questionnaire on
Remote Areas Development and
Integration) in 2018 – 14 APEC
economies participated in the
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questionnaire. The analysis of the
questionnaire allowed to identify
promising areas for further work on
the development of remote areas in
APEC.
In
2019,
the
Russian
Federation plans to hold a "public‐
Private
dialogue
on
the
development of remote territories
in the digital age" within the
framework of the relevant self‐
financed project approved by the
APEC economies in July 2018 (co‐
sponsors of the event: Thailand,
Chile and Indonesia).

Thailand

Laem Chabang Port
In
regards
to
the
Phase III Development approximate
growth
of throughput at Laem
Chabang
Port,
the container growth is
expected to exceed the
capacity in 2024, hence,
the Laem Chabang Port
Phase III Development
Project has been initiated in
order to increase port
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‐ In order to serve and meet
with increasing demands in the
future,
the Port Authority of Thailand
(PAT)
has imperatively developed the
remaining terminals in Phase I
and Phase II
in an effort to fully utilize the
existing assets.

The international bidding process
will
be
begun
by the end of October 2018.
Potential terminal operators will be
invited to submit documents for
selection process.

throughput capacity from ‐ Regarding the total capacity of
11 million TEUs./year to 18 the
million TEUs./year.
Laem Chabang Port (LCP), Phase
I and Phase II would provide
10.8 million TEUs per year.
According to the forecast,
the demands for transportation
in LCP would likely exceed 10.00
million TEUs by the year 2024.
Therefore, the Master Plan for
LCP Phase III Development
has been planned to cope with
the container cargo demand.

‐ The feasibility study of Phase III
has also been conducted, and is
expected to finish by the year
2018.

‐ Meanwhile, the search for
terminal operator should begin
within the first quarter of 2019,
according to the Joint Venture
Act’s procedure.
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‐ The construction of the Port’s
basic infrastructure is expected to
finish in 2021. After that, the
superstructure will be invested
by the terminal operator and
the first terminal of LCP Phase III is
expected to start operating in
2023.
Chinese
Taipei

The 3rd phase of APEC O2O This year, Chinese Taipei
Initiative was proposed by introduces the third phase of
APEC
Online‐to‐
O2O initiatives – Unleash the
Chinese Taipei.
Offline
(O2O)
Potential for SMEs through
Initiative – Unleash 1. In response to APEC
Digital Transformation for a
Leaders and Ministers’ Shared Future, focusing on
the Potential of SMEs
instruction regarding
through
Digital
capacity building for SMEs’ digital
digital
economy
in
transformation. Chinese Taipei
Transformation for a
2016
and
the
2017
cooperates
with
Brunei
Shared Future
theme “Creating New
Darussalam, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Dynamism, Fostering a Thailand, and Philippines in
Shared Future”, this
holding 10 serial O2O Forums
capacity‐building
and Digital Resilience Training
initiative, as the 3rd
Workshops. The deliverables are
phase of the O2O
listed as the followings:
Initiative, aims to :
 1 APEC O2O Summit, 4 SME
i. Optimize the digital
O2O Fora and 5 Digital
innovation
Resilience Training Workshops
ecosystem.
were co‐hosted by Chinese
Taipei with partner economies
to increase the connectivity
SME 01 2017A
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In 2018, 5 APEC SME Digital
Resilience Training Workshops were
co‐hosted by Chinese Taipei with
Malaysia, Thailand, Viet Nam, and
the Philippines.

APEC Guidebook on SME Digital
Resilience has been translated into
Thai, Vietnamese, Russian, and
traditional Chinese, which are to be
circulated within SMEWG for
approval.

ii. Enhance SME
competitiveness and
resilience.
iii. Capitalize on O2O
opportunities and
prepare for
challenges.
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and inclusion of SMEs through
enhancing
digital
competitiveness,
resilience
and transformation.
APEC Guidebook on SME Digital
Resilience has been reviewed
and endorsed in the 45th APEC
SMEWG and the 24th SMEMM
and is published on APEC
Publication.
https://www.apec.org/Publicatio
ns/2017/11/APEC‐Guidebook‐
on‐SME‐Digital‐Resilience

Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex A)
Note: Recognizing that women and the economy has been identified as an area of APEC cooperation by APEC Leaders’, including in 2014, and
that the APEC Connectivity Blueprint encompasses inclusive growth and commits to leveraging the Internet Economy to foster an enabling
environment for empowering vulnerable and disadvantaged groups especially women, youth, people with disabilities, and the poor, APEC
economies are also invited to report on initiatives that contribute to these objectives.

B1.

Initiatives relevant to Institutional Connectivity being implemented/completed in 2018 (by Fora)

Group

Business Mobility
Group (BMG)

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Study on Public
Services in the
Pacific Alliance
and their role in
the area of
regional mobility
of labor

The study seeks to analyze
the Public Employment
Services of the countries of
the Pacific Alliance, their
role in the management of
the mobility of people, the
capacities of these
institutions, formulating
recommendations for
cooperation in the short,
medium and long term.
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Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
Its objective is to define a
proposal for a scheme for
cooperation between the
Public Employment
Services of the Pacific
Alliance, in order to
facilitate international
labor mobility in the
region.

Description of progress or
achievement
The report is completed and
submitted for consideration
by the members of the Pacific
Alliance Labor Technical
Group for validation and
subsequent approval

Group

Chemical Dialogue
(CD)

Chemical Dialogue
(CD)

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Promoting
regulatory
cooperation in
chemical
regulation

APEC’s Chemical Dialogue’s
primary focus in recent
years has been leveraging
its unique public‐private
participation to promote
regulatory cooperation
efforts.

Promoting more Since receiving Trade
Minister instruction in
consistent
implementation 2002, APEC’s Chemical
Dialogue has been working
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Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

Promote deeper and
more consistent
implementation of the
Chemical Dialogue’s Best
Practice Principles of
Chemical Regulation and
the associated
implementation checklist.

The CD has agreed to host
four technical webinars on
priority topics identified by
member economies including:

Reduce unnecessary
variations in GHS
implementation across

Endorsed and submitted an
annual report regarding
implementation of the
Globally Harmonized System

(1) regulatory impact
assessments in the
chemical sector;
(2) evaluating comments
received during public
consultations on chemical
regulation
implementation or
revision;
(3) principles‐based chemical
regulation; and
(4) tools for collecting
exposure information to
enable implementation of
risk‐based approaches to
chemical management.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

of the Globally
Harmonized
System on the
Classification
and Labeling of
Chemicals
(“GHS”) .

to promote broader and
more consistent
implementation of the GHS
throughout the region.

APEC economies /
ongoing

for the Classification and
Labeling of Chemicals (“GHS”)
to the Ministers Responsible
for Trade (“MRT”).

Chemical Dialogue
(CD)

Address
unnecessary
customs barriers
to
chemical
imports

In collaboration with the
APEC Sub‐committee on
Customs Procedures
(SCCP), to identify the
current divergences in
import requirements
applicable to industrial
chemicals across the region.

Reduce any unnecessary
divergences related to
the import requirements
for industrial chemicals /
ongoing.

Finalized the results of a joint
survey on current import
requirements, endorsed a
summary report and
recommended next steps
(2018/SOM1/CD/010) and
scheduled a capacity building
session for SOM1 2019 to
begin to address these
divergences.

Committee on Trade
and Investment (CTI)

Transitioning
APEC Member
Economies
to
ISO/IEC
17011:2017 for
Accreditation

The project overseer was
the Department of Industry,
Innovation and Science. The
project was funded through
the APEC SCSC.

The project commenced
in February 2018 and was
completed in August
2018.

The project held a series of
five events to facilitate the
comprehensive and consistent
implementation of the new
edition of ISO/IEC 17011:2017
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Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

(APEC
Sub‐
Committee on
Standards and
Conformance
(SCSC) – CTI 31
2017A – project
link here)

The project focused on
facilitating the transition of
APEC Member Economy
accreditation bodies (ABs)
to the new edition of
ISO/IEC standard
17011:2017 – Conformity
Assessment – Requirements
for accreditation bodied
accrediting conformity
assessment bodies – which
replaced a 2004 edition of
the standard.

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
The project’s objectives
were:

across APEC Member
Economies:

1. To improve
awareness of APEC
delegates and other
public policy officials
about the role that
accreditation plays in
economic efficiency,
trade and good
regulatory practice.

‐ One day high‐level briefing
and strategy session (2
March 2018, Singapore)
‐ Two day workshop for
quality/technical/accreditati
on managers (4‐5 April
2018, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia)

‐ Two day workshops for
2. To provide knowledge
APLAC and PAC peer
about the new edition
evaluators (2‐3 June 2018,
of ISO/IEC 17011 to
Kyoto, Japan)
APEC delegates and
‐ High‐level briefing for APEC
accreditation bodies
in APEC Member
delegates (7 August 2018,
Economies.
Port Moresby, PNG).

This project provided
capacity building through
workshops to the regional
accreditation community
(CEOs and Senior Managers, 3. To enable the Asia
Pacific Laboratory
Quality/Technical/Accredita
Accreditation
Cooperation (APLAC)
and Pacific
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Description of progress or
achievement

The project has allowed
APLAC and PAC to increase
the number of peer evaluators

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
tion Managers, and Peer
Evaluators).

Committee on Trade
and Investment (CTI)

Asia
Pacific An Asia Pacific metrology
Metrology web web portal is in
portal
development by two of
APEC’s Specialist Regional
Bodies, the Asia‐Pacific
Metrology Programme
(APMP) and the Asia Pacific
Legal Metrology Forum
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Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
Accreditation
Cooperation (PAC) to
update, moderate
and train regional
peer evaluators so
they can consistently
and fairly evaluate the
application of the
new edition of
ISO/IEC 17011 by
accreditation bodies
within the region.

The portal is intended to
provide guidance,
resources and sectoral
case studies on regional
quality infrastructure and
measurement’s role in,
eg, addressing sectoral
challenges as well as
supporting governments

Description of progress or
achievement
that have been trained in the
new standard (15 for APLAC
and 20 for PAC). Now more
than half are trained and
available for peer evaluation
activities.

The specific medium‐term
changes facilitated by this
project will be the gradual
peer evaluation of all APLAC
and PAC Members over the
coming 4 years in accordance
with the new edition of
ISO/IEC 17011.
The portal has been presented
to both APMP and APLMF
forums through its
development stages; case
studies are currently being
sought to highlight issues and

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
(APLMF), with outputs
including sectoral case
studies in eg, food safety,
energy efficiency, climate
change, health and in
support of reducing TBTs.
Key stakeholders include
APEC forums, in particular
the APEC SCSC.

Committee on Trade
and Investment (CTI)

The Role of
Standards and

The National Measurement
Institute (NMI) (as
Australia’s official
representative to APMP)
and its New Zealand
counterpart for legal
metrology are developing
the portal, working with
APMP and APLMF members
and supported by the
German national metrology
institute.
The project brought
together key APEC
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Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

in reducing TBTs. The
portal is expected to be
launched in late
2018/early 2019. Its
anticipated impact is to
enable stakeholders in
government, industry,
science and technology
and the general
community to readily
access measurement
expertise as relevant to
priority cross‐border
sectoral challenges in the
APEC region.

success stories relevant to
member economies.

The project commenced
in June 2016 and was

Standards Australia has
recently completed this

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Innovation in
Driving APEC’s
Silver Economy
(APEC Sub‐
Committee on
Standards and
Conformance
(SCSC))

representatives and experts
including; NSBs,
government, regulators,
industry, academic,
consumers and
innovation/technology
organisations to collectively
look at the challenges and
opportunities associated
with the Silver Economy.

To better prepare APEC
member economies for this
multifaceted societal
challenge, Standards
Australia and the Australian
Government – Department
of Industry, Innovation and
Science in association with
national standards bodies
across the Asia Pacific
region have now finalised a
project to examine how
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Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
completed in August
2017.

The project underwent
the following steps:
1. Establish an informal
Project
Steering
Group of stakeholders
from
Australia,
Canada, Singapore,
Peru & Thailand
2. Standards Australia
organised and hosted
a
kick‐off
meeting/teleconferen
ce for the project
Steering Group to
consider the survey
questions
and
approach –26 August
2016.
3. Standards Australia
designed
and
undertook a survey –

Description of progress or
achievement
project with the publication of
an APEC Silver Economy
Workshop and
Recommendations Report.
(See media release here).

APEC SCSC has endorsed all
four key recommendations of
the report, with those being:
‐

‐

Recommendation One ‐
APEC should accelerate
and mainstream efforts in
supporting ageing
societies.
Recommendation Two ‐
APEC SCSC should develop
a 3‐5 year Standardization
and Innovation Roadmap
to identify gaps, priorities
and actions (at the
member economy and
regional level) to chart the
way forward.

Group

Brief description

Title

(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
standards and innovation
can support APEC’s silver
economy.

The project has:
‐

‐

‐

Examined how
standards and
innovation can support
APEC’s silver economy.
Undertaken a regional
dialogue to deepen
regional collaboration
and connectivity to
address the challenges
that APEC member
economies face.
Delivered a silver
economy standards and
innovation framework
to assist APEC in
coordinating efforts to
identify and capitalise
on the increasing
demand for innovative
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Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
the APEC SCSC SOM 3 ‐
meeting in Peru 20‐21
August 2016 was used
to
promote
participation in the
survey.
4. Standards Australia
then hosted second
project steering group
meeting to consider
and discuss the raw
data collected from ‐
the survey data –
before October 2016.
5. Standards Australia
analysed
survey
results and draft
Issues
Paper
for
consideration
by
Steering Group –
January/February
2017.
6. Standards Australia
hosted third project
steering
group
meeting to view and

Description of progress or
achievement
Recommendation Three ‐
APEC should commit more
funding and resources to
support silver economy
initiatives that harmonize
standards and conformity
assessment procedures,
foster innovation,
disseminate knowledge
and promote good
regulatory practices.
Recommendation Four ‐
Develop a Standards
Information Portal within
APEC’s website to
promote standardisation
activities, exchanges of
information, research and
sharing of resources to
support the silver
economy opportunity.

Group

Title

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
products and services to
support ageing
populations in the APEC
region.
7.

comment on the draft
issue paper –March
2017.
Standards Australia
finalised Issues Paper
– ahead of the APEC
SCSC SOM1 Meeting
of February 2017.
8. Standards Australia
finalised the program
for the workshop to
include speakers with
balanced
representation from
APEC
economies,
industry, NSBs and
other government –
March 2017
9. Standards Australia
hosted fourth project
steering
group
meeting to consider
the
workshop
program,
speakers
and focus topics –
March 2017.
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Description of progress or
achievement

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

Development of an APEC
Silver Economy Workshop
and Recommendations
Report.
Committee on Trade
and Investment (CTI)

Food Safety
Modernisation
project

The first Expert Meeting in
This project aims to:
Ha Noi, Viet Nam will be
‐ exchange information
held from 15 to 17
approaches to food
November 2017. It will aim
safety modernisation
to outline a draft and key
through transparent,
principles of the Framework
risk‐based
and roadmap to achieve the
approaches to food
project outcomes.
safety, and identify
challenges resulting
(APEC project number SCSC
from the application
04 2017S)
of food controls that
have a risk level
applied
‐ develop a framework
on the food safety
modernisation, the
Framework, built
upon principles and
standards of Codex
that seeks to
encourage food
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The first expert meeting
arrangements are well
advanced. Relevant agencies
across APEC economies are
aware of the project and have
shown interest and support
for the project to go forward.

Group

Committee on Trade
and Investment (CTI)

Title

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Trade
Facilitation
through
harmonisation
of maximum
residue limits for
pesticides –
Phase 3:
Development of
two
Implementation
tools

The purpose of this
Australia self‐funded
project is to develop two
implementation tools to
facilitate the
implementation of
principles described in the
Import MRL Guideline for
Pesticides ‐ a guideline on
possible approaches to
achieve alignment of
international MRLs.

modernisation in
APEC in economies in
parallel with trade
facilitation
consult APEC member
economies to reach
consensus on the
Framework and have the
Framework endorsed by
APEC FSCF
The objectives of the
project are to:

‐

‐
(SCSC 05 2017S)
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Develop two practical
tools that will
facilitate trade of
food products
through
harmonisation of
MRLs for pesticides in
food
Conduct dedicated
consultation with
APEC member

Description of progress or
achievement

This project is being facilitated
by two expert workshops. The
first workshop was held in
Haikou, China, April 2018. The
Haikou workshop successfully
developed and reached
consensus on the core
elements for the two
implementation tools.
The tools have been drafted
by the Australian team, and
are currently being finalised,
in consultation with the
electronic working group

Group

Title

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
Successful development of
these two tools and their
adoption by APEC member
economies will facilitate the
reduction of technical
barriers to trade arising
from different pesticide
MRLs for the same
combination of a pesticide
and a food commodity
among APEC member
economies.

‐

‐

Committee on Trade
and Investment (CTI)

Trade
Facilitation
through an APEC
Food Safety
Modernisation
Framework

This Australia self‐funded
project will develop an
APEC Framework that will
guide member economies’
enhancement or
modernisation, of food
safety regulatory systems.
Specifically, it aims to
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economies to ensure formed by representatives of
that practicality of the APEC member economies.
tools to users
The tools will be finalised at
the 2nd workshop scheduled
Maximize information for 11‐12 October 2018 in
sharing by APEC
Brisbane, Australia.
member economies
about the economy’s
process of
assessment of
approval of an
request for an import
MRL for pesticides
Reach consensus on
the tools
development

The objectives of this
project are:

‐

Description of progress or
achievement

To exchange
information of APEC
economies’

The 1st Expert Meeting was
held in Ha Noi, Viet Nam from
15‐17 November 2017. The
workshop developed an
outline draft framework and
established the purpose,

Group

Title

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

(SCSC 04 2017S)

ensure that food trade in
the APEC region is
facilitated through
transparent and risk‐based
applications of food safety
controls.

approaches to the
enhancement or
modernisation on the
economies’ food
safety regulatory
systems, and identify
challenges that may
not be in compliance
with internationally
recognised principles
such as the WTO’s
SPS Agreement and
TBT Agreement and
having a negative
impact on food trade.
‐
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To develop an APEC
Food Safety
Modernisation
Framework that
facilitates trade, is
built upon principles
and standards of
Codex and seeks to
guide APEC
economies enhance

Description of progress or
achievement
scope, principles and key
elements of the Framework.

A 2nd Expert Meeting was held
in Port Moresby, Papua New
Guinea in May 2018. The
expert meeting discussed the
3rd Draft Framework and
agreed that it should focus on
food safety regulatory
systems, acknowledged that
fraudulent and misleading
practices of non‐food safety
nature can negatively impact
consumer confidence and
agreed that an integrated
government administration
arrangement is import to the
success of development and
implementation of an
economies food safety
regulatory system.

Group

Title

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

or modernise their
domestic food safety
regulatory systems.
‐
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To consult APEC
member economies
to reach consensus
on the APEC Food
Safety Modernisation
Framework that
Facilitates Trade and
have the Framework
endorsed by APEC
Food Safety
Cooperation Forum
(FSCF).

Description of progress or
achievement

The 3rd Expert Meeting will be
held in Shanghai, China from
5‐6 November 2018. This
expert meeting will finalise
the Framework and road test
the key principles described in
the APEC Food Safety
Modernisation Framework.

A roadshow workshop will be
held at the 2019 APEC FSCF
Conference to communicate
the Framework to all APEC
economies and seek
endorsement by FSCF. This
workshop will also explore
practical steps that APEC
member economies can take
to facilitate the
implementation of the
Framework.

Group

Title

Economic Committee Renewed APEC
(EC)
Agenda
for
Structural
Reform (RAASR)

Economic Committee Ease of Doing
Business Action
(EC)
Plan (Phase II)

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
APEC’ current ministerial
mandate on structural
reform. RAASR comprises
APEC‐wide instructions and
is complemented by 21
Individual Action Plans
detailing unilateral
structural reforms to be
taken by members.

APEC’s EoDB agenda
focuses on 5 of the World
Bank metrics: starting a
business, enforcing
contracts, trading across
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Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
2016‐2020
Overall Quantitative
Indicators for RAASR
agreed in 2016
Individual Action Plans
contain both qualitative
and quantitative
indicators

2016‐2018
Target of 10% overall
improvement

Description of progress or
achievement
In 2018, the EC endorsed
RAASR Mid‐Term Review
Report prepared by PSU,
which was then presented to
the High‐Level Structural
Reform Officials’ Meeting
(HLSROM) in August.
Members made good
progress in implementing
their RAASR Individual Action
Plans ‐ including through
capacity‐building projects
funded under the RAASR sub‐
fund. HLSROM produced 10
Structural Reform Priorities
and Gaps to Fill, which will be
used by the EC to guide its
work for the remaining two
ears of the RAASR mandate.
The EC considered and
approved the Interim
Assessment of the APEC’s
Ease of Doing Business Second
Action Plan 2016‐, prepared

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

borders, getting credit and
dealing with construction
permits.

Economic Committee 11th
APEC Annual conference
SOM 3 (March)
(EC)
Conference on organized alternately by the
Good Regulatory EC and SCSC
Practices
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Description of progress or
achievement
by PSU. The combined
progress for the period 2016‐
2017 was equal to 7.3%,
above the pro‐rata target of
6.6%.The final assessment will
be prepared in 2019.
The conference focused on
regulation in the digital
economy, including exploring
the role of digital technology
in supporting regulatory
transparency and
engagement, and exploring
how economies can work
together to ensure that
regulatory frameworks
account for a more digitalized
world and support emerging
companies and innovation in
the digital economy.
Economies discussed recent
successes in international
regulatory cooperation and
ways to implement GRP in the

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement
APEC economies, particularly
the adoption of regulatory
impact analyses to promote
evidence‐based regulations.
Economies discussed GRP and
inclusion and presented their
best practices on the digital
economy regulatory
frameworks.

Electronic Commerce Expansion of the The CBPR system balances
Steering Group
APEC
Cross the flow of information and
(ECSG)
Border Privacy data across borders while at
Rules
(CBPR) the same time providing
effective protection for
System
personal information,
essential to trust and
confidence in the online
marketplace. The system is
one by which the privacy
policies and practices of
companies operating in the
APEC region are assessed
and certified by a Third
party verifier (known as an
“Accountability Agent”) and
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In 2018, Singapore joined
the APEC CBPR system
while Australia and
Chinese Taipei have
submitted its application
to join the system.

Currently, six (6) APEC
member economies ‐ Canada,
Japan, Korea, Mexico,
Singapore and the United
States ‐ have aligned their
privacy laws with the APEC
Privacy Framework.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

follows a set of commonly
agreed upon rules, based
on the APEC Privacy
Framework. By applying
this commonly agreed‐upon
baseline set of rules, the
CBPR system bridges across
domestic differences that
may exist amongst
domestic privacy
approaches.
Electronic Commerce Capacity
Steering Group
Building
(ECSG)
Activities on the
APEC
CBPR
System

Ongoing capacity building
activities to support the
expansion of the CBPR
system.

Work to enhance the existing
CBPR.org
website
was
launched in 2018 using the
remaining funds from the
multi‐year project.
One APEC‐funded project,
“APEC Cross‐Border Privacy
Rules
System
Fostering
Accountability
Agent
Participation for Participants,
Developing Economies, and
MSMEs Benefit Workshop”,
has been approved by BMC
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Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement
during Project Session 2, 2018
to be implemented in 2019.

Electronic Commerce Workshop
on Workshop will be
Steering Group
Promote Cross‐ conducted in 2017 share
(ECSG)
Border E‐Trade experiences and review e‐
under
the trade measures and cross‐
Framework of border e‐trade measures
RTAs/FTAs
– under the framework of
RTAs/FTAs with a view to
Based on Best
provide recommendations
Practices in the
on how to promote cross‐
APEC Region
border e‐trade under
RTAs/FTAs.

1）
Review e‐ Project report to be finalized
trade measures and by end‐2018
furthermore
cross‐
border
e‐trade
measures currently
under the framework
of RTAs/FTAs in the
APEC region; analyze
the
leading
authorities,
service
modes,
concrete
projects,
technical
barriers and other
core elements;
2) Research the TPP
(Trans‐Pacific
Partnership), NAFTA
(North American Free
Trade
Agreement),
AFTA (ASEAN Free
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Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
Trade Agreement) and
other
RTAs/FTAs
which are under
implementation (e.g.
China‐ASEAN
FTA,
Chile‐Canada
FTA,
Peru‐USA FTA), to
collect best practices
by exploring the
development of cross‐
border
e‐trade,
collecting
actual
experience,
addressing challenges,
etc.;
3）Provide
recommendations on
how to promote
cross‐border e‐trade
under the framework
of RTAs/FTAs to
further reduce trade
barriers and enhance
economic growth,
including but not
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Description of progress or
achievement

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

limited to perfection
of laws and
regulations,
interconnection,
breakthrough of
technical trade
barriers, mutual
recognition of
standards,
information sharing,
document exchange,
etc.
Electronic Commerce Promoting the
Steering Group
participation of
(ECSG)
MSMEs in the
regional market
to bridge the
digital divide in
APEC economies

The growth of e‐commerce •
and
fast
digitalization
promise to increase export
opportunities for MSMEs by
connecting producers and
consumers located at great
distances at a comparatively
low cost, giving them a
global presence previously
reserved
for
large
multinational companies. In
the context that APEC
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To issue a research Approved by BMC during
report on policies, Project Session 2, 2018 to be
initiatives and best implemented in 2019.
practices to develop
the e‐commerce and
trade related digital
economy among APEC
economies through
desk research, and
interview to provide
suggestions on how to

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

boasts a diverse range of
utilize benefits of the
markets, with varying levels
digital revolution;
of digital/ Internet economy
• To build support for the
maturity and technology
developing economies
adoption, the gap between
in APEC region to build
developed and developing
appropriate policies for
members has historically
the development of e‐
been a challenge to market
commerce and trade
access, particularly for
related
digital
MSMEs. However, the
economy;
digital economy is quickly
bridging this divide and • Enhance awareness of
allowing MSMEs to access
the
business
new markets through e‐
community about the
commerce
previously
benefit of e‐commerce
unavailable
to
them.
and digital trade;
Therefore,
the
core
• Identify the necessary
objective of this project is to
collaborations among
expand
the
economies
and
internationalization
between governments
opportunities for MSMEs by
and
governmental
helping
developing
support organizations,
economies
to
design
public and private
appropriate policies to
partnership to facilitate
develop
the
digital
97

Description of progress or
achievement

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
readiness, and hearing best
practices in developed
economies which have
spurred the growth of their
own domestic industries.

Electronic Commerce 2018
IDEAS Launched in 2008, IDEAS
Steering Group
Show@APEC
Show serves as a significant
(ECSG)
annual event to cultivate
entrepreneurship
of
innovative services based on
ICT. As the event progresses
it is shaped to align with the
actual market requirements
and trends, such as the
development
of
e‐
commerce
and
other
technologies. In the past 3
years, IDEAS Show also
partners with international
accelerator and global
98

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

e‐commerce and trade
related digital economy
and overcome the
barriers;
 Promote
existing
mechanisms for cross‐
border trade that
benefit MSMEs.
The objective of IDEAS
Show is to set up a stage
for member economies
to share their experience
and future applications of
the e‐commerce market,
as well as its opinions on
whether there are
benefits to resource
integration in the e‐
commerce application
mechanism; The startups
are invited to discuss the
related topics and issues,
find out the critical

2018 IDEAS Show@APEC was
hosted in July 2018 and ECSG
has received the report on the
event from the Project
Overseer during SOM3, 2018.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
venture capitals, allowing
the nascent start‐up to gain
international
exposure,
foreign investment and
potentially
international
market. The aim is to
provide the best support for
startups and facilitate their
development globally.

Emergency
Preparedness
Working Group
(EPWG)

The workshop
on
Tsunami
Threat
Assessment for
Tsunami
Warning Centers
of
APEC
Economies

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
factors that hinder
consumers from this
region to use this
technology, and establish
the most practical data
through this event.

The workshop was held in
 The main objective was
to build capacity for all
Santiago, in December
participants from APEC
2017, which gathered some
Economies, not only
of the most renowned
considering
the
specialist on Tsunami
advances in Tsunami
Threat Assessment,
Threat Assessment, but
independent researchers
also to share the
and Tsunami Warning
experiences of each
Center Directors, such as
Tsunami
Warning
PTWC form the United
Center, presenting not
States of America,
only the strengths of
Australian Tsunami Warning
each system but also
& Ocean Services from
the weaknesses.
Australia, JMA from Japan,  The
secondary
to
objective
was
GeoNet and MCDEM from
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Description of progress or
achievement

The most significant effect of
this workshop was on the
improvement of knowledge
and skills about Tsunami
Threat Assessment.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
New Zealand and SHOA
from Chile.

Emergency
Preparedness
Working Group
(EPWG)

Capacity
Building
and
Emergency
Preparedness
for Sustainable

In 2018, the
implementation of this
project was focused on the
implementation of pilot
projects in three phases to
100

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

understand
that
technical expertise on
Tsunami
Threat
Assessment would be
ineffective during an
emergency, without a
proper governmental
structure
and
representatives
to
ensure an accurate and
timely decision‐making.
Increasing
the
cooperation between
agencies
involved
during an emergency
and optimizing the
decision‐making
process within the
Sendai Framework was
of outmost importance.
The PBB initiative aims at
community‐based
capacity building and
preparedness for quick
recovery of micro

Guiding principle on selecting
a voluntary pilot community
for Plant Back Better

Group

Finance Minister’s
Meeting

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Development at
Agricultural
Communities
through “Plant
Back
Better”
(PBB) Initiatives

build PBB disaster‐resilient
APEC community and
encourage the public‐
private partnership with
cross‐fora collaborations for
food supply chain as part of
disaster risk management in
coping with future
challenges by natural
disasters and climate
change.

economic activities
through public private
partnership if disasters
hit. Vegetables are cash
crops with offering
quality nutrition. PBB
initiatives incorporates
the implementation of
the best practices and
toolkits with sharing local
knowledge and regional
resources to facilitate
livelihood recovery
planning before or after
disasters.

ASEAN Banking
Integration
Framework
(ABIF)

Under ASEAN's efforts to
further integration of
financial services, ASEAN
spearheads the ASEAN
Banking Integration
Framework (ABIF), which
seeks to facilitate the entry
and operation of qualified
ASEAN banks (QABs) in

AMS have agreed on the
following aspirational
targets:
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1. To establish one QAB
in any of the ASEAN‐5
countries (Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines,

Description of progress or
achievement

Bilateral negotiations between
Bank Negara Malaysia (BNM)
and the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) were concluded
in 2017. Meanwhile, the BSP
also signed the respective
letter of intent with the
Otoritas Jasa Keuangan (OJK)

Group

Title

(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

other ASEAN Member
States (AMS).

Singapore, and
Thailand) by 2015;

Brief description

ABIF aims to promote equal
access and treatment
among ASEAN banks and
expand intra‐regional trade,
which, in turn, promote
regional growth and
financial stability. QABs
have the following
characteristics:
a. Strong and well‐
managed banks – which
means they are
effectively supervised
and following the Basel
Core Principles for
Effective Banking
Supervision;
b. Indigenous ASEAN bank
– the Bank should be
established/incorporated
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2. For all ASEAN‐5
countries to host at
least one QAB by
2018; and
3. For other AMS to
conclude or finalize at
least one (1) ABIF
agreement by 2020.

Description of progress or
achievement
of Indonesia and Bank of
Thailand in 2017.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

in any of the ASEAN
countries;

c. Supported by the Home
Country as a QAB
candidate in the Host
Country; and
Meets the prudential
requirements of the Host
Country.
Group on Services
(GOS)

Capacity
Building
Workshop on
Information
Gathering
Techniques for
Assessing the
Services
Environment

The objective of the two‐
day self‐funded workshop is
to improve the quality and
availability of
internationally comparable
information in the APEC
region, by building the
technical capacities of APEC
economies to collect,
analyze, measure and
present information on
their services regulatory
environment, focusing on
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The workshop will focus
on a mix of policy and
practical elements aimed
at improving the
technical capacities of
trade policy officials from
APEC economies to
effectively collect,
measure and analyze
data on the scope and
impact of measures on
cross border services and
investment in specific

To be held in Manila, the
Philippines
from
5‐6
November 2018.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
both regulatory barriers
and trade and investment
flows.
This workshop builds on the
outcomes of the APEC
Trade in Services Index
Workshop held in Kuala
Lumpur in 2017.
The aims of the workshop
are strongly aligned with
APEC’s commitment under
the APEC Services
Competitiveness Roadmap
(ASCR) and the APEC‐wide
Action to support the
“development of services‐
related statistics to measure
and support the
implementation of the
roadmap and improve
tracking of services trade
and investments”, and
supports GOS‐endorsed
104

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
sectors including digitally‐
enabled services

Description of progress or
achievement

Brief description

Title

Group

(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

actions to develop an APEC
index to measure the
services regulatory
environment in APEC
economies.
Human Resource
Development
Working Group
(HRDWG)

Study on Public
Services in the
Pacific Alliance
and their role in
the area of

The study seeks to analyze
the Public Employment
Services of the countries of
the Pacific Alliance, their
role in the management of
the mobility of people, the
regional mobility
capacities of these
of labor
institutions, formulating
recommendations for
cooperation in the short,
medium and long term.

Its objective is to define a
proposal for a scheme for
cooperation between the
Public Employment
Services of the Pacific
Alliance, in order to
facilitate international
labor mobility in the
region.

The report is completed and
submitted for consideration by
the members of the Pacific
Alliance Labor Technical Group
for validation and subsequent
approval

Investment Experts’
Group (IEG)

Measure for
Improvement of
Production
Efficiency

‐ To upgrade technology
and machinery
for manufacturing in
order to improve
production efficiency,
reduce environmental

Being implemented

(IEG)

‐

Measure to promote
improvement in
production efficiency by
upgrading technology
and machinery for
manufacturing
105

Group

Brief description

Title

(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

‐

Measure to promote
investment
in research and
development
and advanced
engineering designs
for efficiency
improvement

Each measure is used with:
‐

Existing projects,
whether BOI
or non‐BOI promoted. In
the case of
non‐BOI promoted
projects, the activity
must be eligible for
investment promotion
by the Board of
Investment.

‐

BOI‐promoted projects
can also apply for this
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Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
impact, and reduce
workforce.
‐ To encourage research
and development, and
advanced engineering
design involvement to
improve production
efficiency.

Description of progress or
achievement

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

measure when the
corporate income tax
exemption or reduction
period expires, or in case
the respective project(s)
does not receive
a corporate income tax
exemption.
Life Sciences
Innovation Forum
(LSIF)

Transparency
and public
consultation in
the health and
life sciences
sector.

This initiative brings
together regulators, health
officials, industry, and other
stakeholders to examine
the application of good
regulatory practices in the
health and life sciences
sector, identify gaps and
challenges, and develop
capacity building programs
to address those
challenges.
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Application of good
regulatory practices in
the health and life
sciences sector is critical.
The initiative looks to
help economies
implement GRPs starting
with work on
transparency and
improving the process of
public consultation on
new and/or revised
regulations according to
international best
practices and through the
use of digital tools.

The LSIF held a policy dialogue
on transparency and
stakeholder consultation in
health and life sciences
policymaking during SOM3
2018.

The LSIF will circulate by SOM1
2019 a survey to APEC
member economies to see
how GRPs are specifically
being applied in the health and
life sciences sector and what
gaps and challenges remain.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

The LSIF intends to
identify gaps and
challenges in 2019 and
explore potential targets
for improving
transparency and
stakeholder consultation
in the health and life
sciences sector by the
end of 2020.
Life Sciences
Innovation Forum
(LSIF)

Regulatory
harmonization
and
convergence for
medical
products

This initiative brings
together regulators,
industry, academia and
other stakeholders to help
build capacity of regulators
in the region and achieve
convergence for regulatory
approval procedures for
medical products.
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In 2011, APEC established
a goal of regulatory
convergence of medical
product approval
procedures by 2020. The
LSIF Regulatory
Harmonization Steering
Committee (RHSC) and
the APEC Harmonization
Center (AHC) have been
working to accelerate
regional regulatory
convergence by growing
a sustainable network of
APEC Regulatory Science

In 2018, the LSIF RHSC
identified a set of performance
indicators for measuring
progress towards the 2020
goal of regulatory convergence
for medical products.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

Centers of Excellence
(CoE) for building human
capacity and promoting
cooperation across a
series of priority work
areas.
Sub‐Committee on Networked
Customs Procedures Trade Platform
(SCCP)
(NTP)
(Singapore)

The
Networked
Trade
Platform (NTP) is a one‐stop
trade
and
logistics
ecosystem, which supports
digitalization efforts and
connects players across the
trade value chain – in
Singapore and abroad.
Traders, logistics service
providers, carriers and
banks can leverage a one‐
stop trade platform that will
serve as the trade info
ecosystem to help digitalize
and streamline their trade
processes. The NTP will
connect players in the trade
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By bringing players across
the trade value chain onto
a single platform, the NTP
enables end‐to‐end digital
trade. Traders can tap on
a range of trade‐related
value added services
(VAS) such as cargo freight
booking, trade financing,
cargo insurance, customs
declarations and payment
reconciliation.
These
services will allow them to
arrange shipments easily,
improve cash flow, and
better manage trade

NTP has been live since Dec
2017. As of 26 September
2018, close to 800 companies
from
various
industries
including wholesale trade and
logistics, have signed up as
NTP users. At the same time,
we have also on‐boarded 19
commercial service providers
who collectively offer 25
different value‐added services
on NTP.

The official launch event for
NTP was held on 26 September
2018 and was graced by

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

value chain in Singapore and compliance, all on one Minister for Finance, Heng
onward
to
their platform.
Swee Keat.
counterparts abroad.
NTP
taps
on
new
technologies to serve the
evolving business needs of
the trade and logistics
community. Designed as an
open digital platform, NTP
enables service providers to
develop new applications
and foster innovation within
the trade ecosystem.

Besides linking “digital
islands”, the NTP also
aims to help traders
achieve
greater
operational
efficiency
through
digitalization.
One such way is through
the sharing of key digital
documents, such as,
invoices and permits, to
facilitate the application
for trade financing and
cargo insurance. By going
completely paperless in
their trade transactions, it
helps traders save time,
cost, and improve data
accuracy.
NTP is a multi‐year project
and we progressively
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Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

releasing
new
functionalities on it. We
are working with key
stakeholders to build up
an ecosystem around
NTP.
Sub‐Committee on Mutual
Customs Procedures Recognition
(SCCP)
Agreement
(MRA)
of
Authorized
Economic
Operators (AEO)
in the Pacific
Alliance

The Pacific Alliance trade
bloc formed by Chile,
Colombia, Mexico and Peru
signed a Mutual Recognition
Agreement
of
their
respective
Authorized
Economic Operators. This is
the
first
multilateral
agreement of its kind, and
introduces a greater degree
of
harmonization
and
standardization of AEO
programs
among
the
Members.

Key stakeholders are the
private sector (certified
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This MRA will enhance
competitiveness in trade,
strengthening the AEO
programs and broadening
the application scope of
the benefits in four
countries.
Access to
international markets will
become easier and more
dynamic through the
establishment
and
recognition of safe supply
chains while providing for
simpler
customs
procedures and controls.
There are over 1000 AEO

This MRA was signed on 22
July 2018 in the framework
of the XII Pacific Alliance
Summit.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

AEOs) and the customs certified
companies
administrations of each of within the bloc.
the Member countries.
Sub‐Committee on Workshop
on
Customs Procedures the
(SCCP)
Implementation
of APEC Customs
Transit
Guidelines
CTI 30 2017A

The Customs Administration
of Chile organized a
Workshop for customs
administrations and private
sector participants in order
to
analyse
the
implementation of APEC
Customs Transit Guidelines
within the APEC Region.

The Workshop’s objective
was to align the transit
rules of each APEC
Economy with the APEC
CTGs in order to make
them foreseeable for
international
trade
operators and facilitate
customs
clearance,
promoting
regional
integration and leading to
reduced time, costs, and
increased trade efficiency
for the benefit of both the
trade community and
government entities.
Surveys for the private
and public sectors of
each Economy were
circulated in order to
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The Workshop was carried
out on 11‐12 September
2018, and its findings and
conclusions will be circulated
later in 2018.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

assess
the
implementation of the
guidelines and address
relevant issues during
the Workshop.
Sub‐Committee on Alignment with
Standards
and International
Conformance (SCSC) Standards and
Active
Participation in
International
Standardization.

Voluntary Action Plan (VAP) To achieve alignment of On‐going
alignment work (Led by member
economies’
Japan)
national standards with
international sards.

Sub‐Committee on Wine Regulatory ‐ To increase wine
Standards
and Forum (WRF)
production.
Conformance (SCSC)
‐ To expand trade

Multi‐Year Project (2013 ‐ ‐ In May 2016, the APEC
2018)
Model Wine Export Certificate
has been endorsed.

‐ To create jobs in the
region,
and commit to eliminating
unnecessary export
certification for wine by
2018 and instruct officials
to advance
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One economy has introduced
the Certificate in its domestic
procedure in 2017.
‐ In 2018, APEC WRF meeting
will be held on 10‐11 October
in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

this work. (Led by United
States)

Telecommunications
And Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

APEC
Framework for
Securing the
Digital Economy

(TEL57 & TEL58,
self‐funded,
Thailand)

The project initially aimed
to develop the APEC
Cybersecurity Framework.
The project TOR was
endorsed by the TELWG in
2015 to be used as a
primary reference for
developing the framework.
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To help APEC economies
improve
their
understanding
and
awareness of work going
on across the region and
in relevant international
bodies,
promote
discussions
of
best
practices for addressing
key issues on the topic
and begin to identify
common themes and
frameworks in regional
and global approaches to
secure, safe and trustful
Online environment.

The Cybersecurity Framework
workshops were held at TEL56
and TEL57 to review and
discuss the draft framework
presented by Thailand. At
TEL57, the meeting agreed to
rename the Framework as
‘APEC Framework for Securing
the Digital Economy’, which
brings forth a different and
niche direction than the
initially
intended
comprehensive Cybersecurity
Framework.
The
draft
Framework is expected to be
finalized and endorsed by
TELWG in 2018.

Group

Telecommunications
And Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Title

(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
APEC Workshop
on Internet
Infrastructure
Security

(TEL57, self‐
funded, Papua
New Guinea)

Telecommunications
And Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Brief description

Digital Economy:
Strategies and
Measurements
(self‐funded,
Singapore)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

The workshop addressed
the security and resiliency
of the internet
infrastructure, particularly
the DNS and routing which
are the core of the Internet,
considering security
initiatives, strategies,
polices and capacity
development opportunities.

To learn from internet
experts and leading ICT
economies the practical
measures and approaches
of effective internet
infrastructure
security
that ensures a secure
cyber environment for
growing
the
digital
economy
in
APEC
economies.

This workshop was held on 4
June 2018, attended by 50
participants from 10
economies. A total of 5
presentations were delivered
by APNIC, PNG, Thailand,
Australia, and ITU on securing
the Internet Infrastructure.
The resounding message from
these presentations pointed
towards a greater need to
tighten our internet
infrastructure security which
is critical to building trust and
confidence in a digital
economy.

With the increasing
digitalisation of businesses
and trade, it is critical for
APEC Economies to develop
the necessary strategies to
stay globally competitive
and to provide sufficient
growth opportunities for its

The key objective of the
project is to drive the
adoption and
development of an
effective and coherent
Internet/ Digital Economy
Strategies among APEC
economies. It also aims

A Workshop for the project
was held on 3 October 2018
as part of the APEC TEL58
activities. 50 participants
attended the Workshop from
more than 10 APEC
Economies. The Workshop
had seven expert speakers
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Group

Telecommunications
And Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

IoT Security
Workshop (self‐
funded, China)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

people. The project is
aligned with the priorities
of APEC TEL, the 2014 APEC
Initiative of Cooperation to
Promote Internet Economy,
and the 2016 APEC
Roadmap on Internet and
Digital Economy. The
project is also relevant to
the activities of the APEC E‐
Commerce Steering Group
(ECSG).

to enhance
understanding on how
the progress of such a
strategy can be
effectively measured to
enable identifying areas
of improvement.

The project was proposed
against the backdrop of
growing IoT‐related threats
and sought to enhance the
IoT security by holding a
workshop to bring policy

The key objectives of this
project are to raise
awareness
on
IoT
Security,
share
the
updates of policy and
regulations
for
IoT
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Description of progress or
achievement
from Japan, Korea, Malaysia,
Singapore, the Chinese Taipei,
Thailand, and the US.

The first phase of the
project
has
been
implemented in October
2018
through
a
Workshop, and will be
followed by the second
phase, which comprises a
final report which will be
developed and submitted
in 2019.
The Workshop was held on 6
June 2018 during APECTEL 57
in Port Moresby of Papua New
Guinea. The half‐day event
attracted nearly 50
participants from 11

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
makers, government
officers, industry groups
and researchers/analysts
together to share best
practices and experience of
IoT policy updates, IoT
solutions and lessons
learned from IoT incidents.
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Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
development
and
security, do the lessons
learned from IoT related
incidents, and share best
practices on the solutions
for the IoT security. The
project proposal was
submitted in December
2017, implemented in
June 2018 and completed
inter‐sessional in July
2018, with co‐sponsorship
from Malaysia, Hong Kong
China
and
Mexico.
Through
a
half‐day
workshop of informative
presentations and lively
on‐site discussions, the
project
has
brought
sustained benefits to all
APEC member economies
by
inspiring
each
participant with valuable
perspectives
and
experiences which could

Description of progress or
achievement
economies and 2 invited
guests, consisting of 10
presentations by speakers
from CNCERT, Antiy,
Kaspersky Lab, EverSec,
APNIC, METI of Japan,
Huawei, ISOC, TopSec and UL,
who shared their own IoT‐
related experience and best
practices ranging from general
situational overview, policy
and framework insights, to
such technical solutions and
countermeasures as
fragmented devices, cloud‐
channel‐device solution and
honey net data etc.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)
be well adapted and
incorporated into each
other's own conditions to
seek common progress
and ensure a secure
environment.
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Description of progress or
achievement

Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex A)
B2. Initiatives relevant to Institutional Connectivity being implemented/completed in 2018 (by economies)
Economy

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral coverage and
key stakeholders)

Australia

Supporting
women’s access to
global markets by
implementing
gender‐responsive
Trade Promotion
Policies
and
Programs.

This Australia‐led initiative
assists Trade Promotion
Organisations (TPOs) to
overcome the policy and
institutional challenges they
face in providing gender‐aware
services to women
entrepreneurs.
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Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

2015 APEC Leaders:
Committed to advancing
women’s full
participation in the
economy.

Building on earlier workshops in
Malaysia, Peru and Vietnam and
the toolkit released by Australia
at the APEC Ministerial Meeting
in 2017, in May 2018 Australia
led a capacity building workshop
in the Philippines focused on
identifying barriers faced by
women‐led MSMEs, and
supporting their businesses to
become export‐ready, meet
export requirements, and
successfully market goods
internationally.

APEC Boracay Action
Agenda to Globalize
MSMEs

Australia

Data + Privacy Asia The conference discussed the
Pacific Conference relationship between privacy
and digital innovation and the
challenges and opportunities it
presents for both the private
and public sector.

Conference was held in
July 2017.

In July 2017 the Office of the
Australian Information
Commissioner hosted a two day
Data + Privacy Asia Pacific
conference in Australia. Privacy
regulators and specialists from
across the Asia Pacific region
came together to discuss the
relationship between privacy
and digital innovation and the
challenges and opportunities it
presents for both the private
and public sector. The
conference covered the latest
privacy and data protection
trends, regulation and policy
developments, and new
technologies.

Australia

Sharing
and This project seeks to improve
reporting
labor the availability of comparable
market
labor mobility data and
information in the reporting of labor market
APEC region
information in the region. It will
build a baseline study of data
gathering and reporting, and
convene a consultative forum to
discuss plans for improving the
availability of data in the region.
The forum will bring together

One of the key objectives
of the project is to
develop regional
principles for collecting
and sharing labor market
and mobility data. The
project will also identify
and seek to address
institutional capacity
building needs to
strengthen data
collection practices. It

In July 2018, the Human
Resources Development
Working Group endorsed the
self‐funded Concept Note
submitted by Australia. The
International Labour
Organization has agreed to
conduct the Baseline Study on
behalf of Australia, the Project
Overseer.
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stakeholders from APEC national
statistical offices and ministries
of labor/employment,
academics and experts from
international organisations.

aims to foster
institutional cooperation
among APEC national
statistical offices and
ministries of
labor/employment on
data sharing.
Improving data
availability and sharing
has many benefits as the
region seeks to address
increasing demand for
new skills, persistent
high youth
unemployment, and the
impact of population
ageing on labor supply.
These challenges have
generated new demands
and needs for timely,
reliable and comparable
data.
The project begins with a
Baseline Study of data
collection practices in
October 2018 followed
by a Consultative Forum
in early 2019.
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Chile

Enhancing
ChileCompra

Chile

Chile
Digital

Chile

Bill of law (bulletin
11882‐06) that
modifies the Law
that establishes
the Basis of
Administrative
Procedures,

This project aims to strengthen Increase efficiency in
the operation of ChileCompra public
procurement
(Institution that manages Chile's processes.
public procurement platform,
and operates with a unique
regulatory framework, based on
transparency,
efficiency,
universality, accessibility and
non‐discrimination.), in order to
improve the services offered by
this institution. It also aims to
increase the efficiency of public
procurement, specially, through
the Public Market web portal.

Atiende A single window system, which
aims to achieve interoperability
with other single window
systems in the Public Sector.

The general objective is to
achieve a digital transformation
of the State through the
modification of various legal
bodies, in order to become an
efficient State.
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It seeks to reduce costs
related to procedures
and paperwork in the
Public
Sector,
strengthening
the
integrated system of
digital services delivery.

According to the “Modernization
of the Public Sector" program of
the Ministry of Finance, to date,
the progress made regarding the
execution of this project is
77.3%.

According to the “Modernization
of the Public Sector" program of
the Ministry of Finance, to date,
the progress made regarding the
execution of this project is
80.8%.

Increase
This bill is being discussed in
competitiveness,
Congress.
productivity levels and
regulatory environment
in order to facilitate
doing
business
(regulatory

Chile

regarding
electronic
documents

harmonization,
paperwork, etc).

less

E‐Single Window Project between the countries of
interoperability
Pacific Alliance (Perú, Mexico
Colombia, Chile) to integrate the
single window systems in order
to facilitate trade.

To position each country
in a better competitive
level within international
markets,
improving
processing times and
decreasing
costs
of
foreign trade operations.

Results:
1. Phytosanitary certificate
interoperability among the e‐
single windows of Colombia,
Peru, Mexico and Chile (2016).
2. Certificate of Origin
interoperability among the e‐
single windows of Colombia,
Peru, Mexico and Chile (2018).
In progress:
Customs Declaration data
interoperability between the SW
of Colombia, Peru, Mexico and
Chile
Main definitions 2017‐2018
Implementation 2019‐2020
Next steps:
To
define
the
documents/processes that will
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be
included
interoperation.
China

Sea
Freight
Visibility Project of
Asia‐Pacific Model
E‐port Network

The traditional paper‐based The objectives of this
information
exchange
is project are as follows:
expensive, burdensome and
inefficient, which cannot satisfy o Realize the port‐to‐
port information
the business needs of importers,
sharing on product
exporters, traders and agents
location/situation,
that are involved in the cross‐
including arrival,
border supply chain. Therefore,
discharge,
it is indispensable to realize
inspection,
cross‐border and cross‐port
clearance,
information sharing in digital
departure, etc.
form to improve custom o Build a data‐sharing
clearance and logistics services.
framework, which
can be expanded
The Asia‐Pacific Model E‐port
without major
Network (APMEN) has been
changes to other
promoting pilot project of sea
data sharing
freight logistic data exchange,
frameworks.
with the objective of enhancing
o
Explore the solution
the traceability of the whole
to achieve
supply chain, increasing the
interconnection
efficiency
of
border
between/among E‐
management and lifting the level
Port systems,
of trade facilitation. Under this
mutually agree on
project, member ports can give
the data format and
mutual access to the dynamic
the interface for
data on cargo location/situation,
data exchange.
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for

SW

On March 16, 2018, Shanghai E‐
Port and Xiamen E‐Port have
respectively signed MoUs with
NSW
Ports
and
APMEN
Operational Center (AOC), with
the aim of promoting the data
exchange for sea freight logistics
visualization. On March 15,
2018, the parties have organized
a workshop to discuss the
implementation approach. Since
then, GS1 has been invited to
assist with this project and
parties
hold
weekly
teleconferences to carry forward
the project. On the second
workshop held on September
9th, 2018, parties agreed on the
implementation method and
timeframe of the project phase
1, which is to be completed by
the end of October 2018.

including arrival, discharge,
check, clearance, departure, etc.
Their collaboration on the data
exchange can help to realize the
connectivity of supply chain
systems. The real‐time Track and
Trace(T&T) Service can render
the
supply
chain
more
transparent in the Asia‐Pacific
and contribute to the integration
of port information in the region.
China

China has adopted
a
series
of
measures
to
strengthen
administration of
the ABTC scheme.

China has adopted a series of
measures on issues such as
institutional building, rights and
liabilities, public surveillance,
quantitative
criteria
for
qualification of enterprises. The
domestic Foreign Affairs Offices
are also required to adopt third‐
party data from official credit
evaluation platforms for a better
assessment.

China focuses more on It
is
currently
integrity within the ABTC implementation.
Scheme and aims to
ensure the quality of
Chinese
ABTC
applications
and
strengthen standardized
and
transparent
management of ABTC.

Hong Kong,
China

Capacity‐building
workshop on “the
Use of Modern
Technology for
Dispute Resolution
and Electronic

The
workshop
gathered
delegates,
academics
and
representatives of international
organizations to discuss and
exchange views on how the use
of
relevant
international

The presentations and Successfully completed in the
discussions contributed First Economic
Committee
to the conclusion that the Meeting in 2018
use
of
modern
technology is generally
conducive
to
time‐
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under

Agreement
Management
(particularly Online
Dispute
Resolution)” on 3‐4
March 2018 in
Port Moresby,
Papua New Guinea

instruments may provide legal
certainty and predictability in
cross‐border trade and address
potential issues in the use of
technology
for
dispute
resolution (particularly ODR) and
electronic
agreement
management.
The workshop also sought to
build
capacity
of
APEC
economies
to
consider
application and implementation
of the relevant international
instruments for ODR.

efficient
and
cost‐
effective
dispute
resolution. The important
value
of
relevant
international
legal
instruments developed
by Hague Conference on
Private International Law
(HCCH), United Nations
Commission
on
International Trade Law
(UNCITRAL)
and
International Institute for
the Unification of Private
Law (UNIDROIT) was also
recognized to be able to
provide an efficient and
effective way for member
economies to strengthen
their economic legal
infrastructure
and
facilitate the use of
modern technology for
dispute resolution.
Overall, the workshop
acknowledged
the
significance
of
the
Economic Committee’s
Friends of the Chair on
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Strengthening Economic
and Legal Infrastructure
(SELI) ODR Work Plan and
its relevance to economic
development
in
members’
economies
and cross border trade
especially for MSMEs,
and helped built member
economies’ capacity in
the areas of contract
management,
pre‐
dispute
process
to
prevent disputes, dispute
resolution
and
enforcement in cross‐
border
commercial
transactions. It also
provided
useful
groundwork for the
ongoing SELI ODR Work
Plan.
Hong Kong,
China

Policy discussion
on Online Dispute
Resolution (ODR)
(“Policy
Discussion”) on 14
August 2018 in Port

The Policy Discussion was hosted
by SELI, organized and chaired by
HKC, for member economies to
share their insights and
experiences on ODR, including its
advantages, effectiveness, and
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The presentations and Successfully completed in the
experience‐sharing of the Second Economic Committee
Policy Discussion showed Meeting in 2018
that
with
the
understanding
that
MSMEs face a number of
challenges
in
cross

Moresby,
Papua any difficulties or challenges border trade, ODR could
provide
a
valuable
New Guinea
encountered.
avenue to address some
It also sought to strengthen
of their challenges by
understanding and discuss issues
facilitating access to
and challenges in relation to
justice and accelerating
working towards establishing an
cross border trade for
APEC‐wide ODR framework.
MSMEs.
During
the
Policy
Discussion, some areas
such as enforcement,
harmonization of rules,
legal framework and
other issues relating to
the development of an
ODR framework were
also identified to require
further work. Participants
therefore agreed that
these issues could be
further discussed in
future SELI meetings and
EC‐endorsed events, e.g.
the Stock take Workshop
on the SELI ODR Work
Plan organized by HKC to
be held at the First
Economic
Committee
meeting in 2019. The
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Policy Discussion also
provided
useful
groundwork for the
ongoing SELI ODR Work
Plan.
Hong Kong,
China

Measures
to
promote
the
development
of
HKC reinsurance
industry

The former China Insurance
Regulatory Commission and the
former
Office
of
the
Commissioner of Insurance
signed
the
Equivalence
Assessment
Framework
Agreement
on
Solvency
Regulatory Regime (Agreement)
on 16 May 2017, to conduct
equivalence assessment on the
insurance solvency regulatory
regimes of China and HKC. Both
sides agreed to recognize
temporarily
the
insurance
solvency regulatory regime of
each other as the same or similar
to that of another during the
four‐year transitional period
before the completion of the
equivalence assessment. Based
on the “mutual equivalence
recognition”, both sides will
consider measures to strengthen
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Based on the Agreement,
the Insurance Authority
(IA) seeks support from
the China Banking and
Insurance
Regulatory
Commission (CBIRC) for
lowering the capital
requirements of China
insurers on the business
they cede to HKC
reinsurers. This will
facilitate
the
co‐
operation between China
and HKC in cross‐border
reinsurance
business,
and help sharpen the
competitive edge of the
HKC insurance industry
and strengthen HKC’s
position as a reinsurance
hub in Asia.

In July 2018, the IA reached a
consensus with the CBIRC that
under the “China Risk Oriented
Solvency System” (C‐ROSS),
when a China insurer cedes
business to a qualified HKC
professional
reinsurer, the
capital requirement of China
insurer will be reduced.

co‐operation
between
the
insurance sectors in two places.
Japan

Mekong –Japan

Japan will further promote
infrastructure development in
Connectivity
the Mekong region and make
Initiative
efforts to enhance institutional
[New
Existing connectivity (e.g. improvement
of systems, development of SEZs
Initiative]
and other industrial bases,
industrial promotion measures,
improvement
of
customs
procedures etc.) so that the
whole region can benefit from
the growth.

130

This initiative, which was
adopted at the 8th
Mekong‐Japan Summit
Meeting in 2016, is also
expected to connect the
Corridors more smoothly
through improvement of
systems such as customs
procedures so that the
region can develop as a
whole. The
Governments of Japan
and Mekong countries
reviewed the qualitative
and quantitative
progress in the field of
soft infrastructure under
the initiative at the 11th
Japan‐Mekong Foreign
Ministerial Meeting (Eg.
Japan’s ODA project
contributed to reduce
time of custom
processing by simple
inspection from 15 min.
to 1~3 sec.)

The Third Senior Level Working
Group (SLWG) meeting was held
to strengthen hard and Soft
Connectivity and industrial
structures and human resource
development in April 2018. The
Second
Workshop
on
Connectivity Enhancement in the
Mekong Region in March 2018
was held to exchange views on
the latest situation on the
development
of
regional
connectivity among Japanese
public and private sectors and
government officials of Mekong
countries.
Also,
the
Governments of Japan and
Mekong countries reviewed the
qualitative and quantitative
progress in the field of soft
infrastructure
under
the
initiative at the 11th Japan‐
Mekong Foreign Ministerial
Meeting.

Japan’s efforts under this
initiative will be updated
under Tokyo Strategy
2018, which was newly
adopted at the 10th
Japan‐Mekong Summit
Meeting in October 2018.
Japan

This project aimed at achieving
safer
transportation
by
enhancing APEC economies’
understanding of the regulations
for dangerous goods and
containers transportation. In
order to reach this goal, this
project will invite administrative
officers and relevant staff
concerning
international
regulation
of
seaborne
[New
Existing
transportation as participants of
initiative]
workshops and seminars in
Japan.
APEC
Workshop/Seminar
on Capacity
Building for
Preventing
Accidents in
Maritime
Dangerous Goods
& Containers
Transportation
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In 2018, workshops and
seminars on dangerous
goods and containers
maritime transportation
are going to be held in
Japan.

This project was endorsed by
TPTWG as APEC has funded
project and is under
preparation.

Workshops and seminars are
going to be held in 13‐15
Workshops and seminars November in Tokyo.
contain
lectures
concerning regulations
for dangerous goods
transportation such as
the IMDG code and case
study
of
relative
accidents, which is for the
capacity building of APEC
economies’
administration in order to
reduce the number of
accidents caused, by the

transportation
dangerous goods.

Malaysia

APEC Peer Review
on Public
Consultation
Initiatives

of

 This project sets a platform  Objective:
Identify The project will be completed by
for volunteer economies to
gaps and provide November 2018.
undertake a peer‐review on
recommendation to
Public Consultation initiatives
implement
an
in their respective economy
effective
public
and identify gaps in their
consultation practices.
Public Consultation (PC)
implementation.
 Timeframe:
The
project commences in
July
2017
and
 Addressing these gaps will
expected
to
be
assist APEC economies in
completed
in
applying Good Regulatory
November 2018
Practices (GRP) and improving
indicators measured by the
 Impact: improve the
World Bank, APEC, OECD and
quality of regulations;
other relevant International
access
and
Organisations. It will also
transparency
support public consultation
reforms in which will change
the mechanism of formulating
business regulations in APEC
economies.
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The
Philippines

APEC
Repository
(APECTR)

Trade

An online platform, which
contains trade and tariff‐
related information for each
APEC member economy, in
furtherance of APEC’s work
towards trade facilitation,
transparency,
information
dissemination
and
connectivity.

The Philippines is the
administrator of the
online portal and is
responsible for the
monitoring and timely
updating of links
provided by each
economy through the
Market Access Group
(MAG). MAG coordinates
annual updates by 30
September through the
circulation of an APECTR
Reporting Template to its
members.

The
APECTR’s
implementation
is
reported at the MAG and
CTI, where discussions
take place on promoting
its use to relevant
stakeholders
and
expanding its scope or
coverage.
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In 2018, the APECTR was
updated to include information
on
APEC
economies’
implementation of advance
rulings, in contribution to
expanding information on best
practices in trade facilitation and
in furthering work on improving
supply chain connectivity.

The
Philippines

ASEAN
Banking
Integration
Framework (ABIF)

o

o

Under ASEAN's efforts to
further integration of
financial services, ASEAN
spearheads the ASEAN
Banking Integration
Framework (ABIF), which
seeks to facilitate the entry
and operation of qualified
ASEAN banks (QABs) in
other ASEAN Member
States (AMS).
ABIF aims to promote equal
access and treatment
among ASEAN banks and
expand intra‐regional trade,
which, in turn, promote
regional growth and
financial stability. QABs
have the following
characteristics:
a) Strong and well‐
managed banks – which
means they are
effectively supervised
and following the Basel
Core Principles for
Effective Banking
Supervision;
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AMS have agreed on the
following aspirational
targets:

4. To establish one QAB
in any of the ASEAN‐5
countries (Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, and
Thailand) by 2015;
5. For all ASEAN‐5
countries to host at
least one QAB by
2018; and
For other AMS to
conclude or finalize at
least one (1) ABIF
agreement by 2020.

Bilateral negotiations between
Bank Negara Malaysia (BNM)
and the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) were concluded
in 2017. Meanwhile, the BSP
also signed the respective letter
of intent with the Otoritas Jasa
Keuangan (OJK) of Indonesia
and Bank of Thailand in 2017.

b) Indigenous ASEAN bank
– the Bank should be
established/incorporated
in any of the ASEAN
countries;
c) Supported by the Home
Country as a QAB
candidate in the Host
Country; and
d) Meets the prudential
requirements of the
Host Country.
The
Philippines

Competition
This multiyear OECD project is a The Project aims to:
Assessment for the competition assessment of
(i) help lower barriers to
Logistics Sector
regulations and State‐owned
competition that will
enterprises in ASEAN member
in turn lead to lower
states.
The
Philippine
prices for consumers
Competition Commission, as
and greater
project lead for this initiative,
opportunities for
works closely with the OECD
creation of new
study team.
businesses, and
(ii) help to lay the
foundations for
improving the
business
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The OECD study team is
scheduled to conduct its Mission
in the Philippines in November
2018.

environment in
ASEAN.
The
Philippines

Russia

Market
studies on
competition

The
initiative
«Fostering
international
cooperation
among innovative
clusters of APEC
economies»

The PCC has committed
resources for the conduct of a
series of studies in priority
sectors where the largest
impact on consumer welfare
and market efficiency are
expected. This initiative is
aligned with the priority
strategies outlined in the
Philippine Development Plan
2017‐2022.

The studies aim to
analyze the competition
landscape in priority
sectors including existing
laws and regulations that
may have anti‐
competition impact.
Results of the studies are
also used by the PCC in
its advocacy initiatives to
promote a culture of
competition in the
Philippines.

Commissioned market studies
directly related to logistics are:




Air transport (completed
in September 2018)
Land transport (ongoing)
E‐commerce (ongoing)

Innovative clusters are crucial to Until 2024 the following Russia has gained a good
enhance
STI
(science, measures are envisaged experience of cluster support
and enhancement, private sector
technology,
innovation) under this initiative:
involvement, joint R&D, cross‐
partnership among government,
academia and private sector.
collaboration
and
 Study measures and cluster
mechanisms used internationalization.
Clusters play an important role in
by
the
APEC Implementing the initiative, we
the APEC economies (for
economies
to will consider relevant experience
example):
develop innovative of the APEC economies.
Viet Nam: clusters are a critical
clusters;
priority for the Economy’s
of
economic
 Organize
APEC Ministry
to
promote
leadership
discussion
on development of the Russian
comprehensive
Federation worked out the draft
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sustainable productivity growth
(Porter, Ketels, 2008);
USA: clusters provide 36% of
employment, 50% of income and
96.5% of patents in the Economy
(HBS, 2014);
China: provinces of top‐100
clusters demonstrate the highest
innovation intensity (from 7.4%
in Zhejiang to 19.2% in Beijing)
compared to 3.6% average of the
Economy (World Economic
Forum, 2014);
Korea:
industrial
complex
clusters account for 69% of
manufacturing
production,
78.5% of exports and 48.6% of
employment (KICOX, 2015);
Russia: export and innovation
output of pilot spatial clusters
are 20% and 75% higher than
regional average (HSE, 2017).
Changes in global economic
environment are making cluster
linkages more significant. APEC
can become the World’s Global
Cluster “a network connecting
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development
of
innovative clusters;
 Introduce
new
instruments for the
development
of
innovative clusters
that will accelerate
APEC Economies’
growth;
 Identify potential
for
international
cluster cooperation
in
the
APEC
economies and set
priorities for such
cooperation;
 Establish a viable
mechanism
for
inter‐cluster
cooperation in the
APEC region
 Drafting a Blueprint
on
international
cluster
collaboration across
APEC Economies.
 Designing
inter‐
cluster cooperation
mechanisms among
APEC Economies –
APEC’s
cluster

Action Plan for international
cooperation between APEC
clusters. In margins of SOM‐3,
2018 was presented an updated
version of this document.
Currently it is seeking final
approval on intercessional basis.

government
and
business
leaders in the Asia‐Pacific able to
close the institutional gap
between
the
Economies”
(Geoffrey Kokheng See, 2009)..

collaboration
platform “PEC ‐
platform for the
economies’
clusters”.

The APEC economies vary in
terms of cluster policies and
management. There is no
aggregated data on cluster
activities in the area until now.
Information
coherence
on
clusters in the Asia‐Pacific is a
relevant issue for consideration
to
promote
international
cooperation.
Russia

The
initiative
«Achieving greater
coherence among
APEC economies'
policies in the field
of forming new
technology
markets of the
future”

The explosive development and Until 2024 the following
spread of new technologies, measures are envisaged
their penetration into all spheres under this initiative:
of human activity lead now to
rapid and dramatic changes in
 Exchange ideas and
experience
in
global markets, in the structure
planning
and
laying
and nature of modern industrial
the foundations for
production and the economy.
new
technology
The
transition
to
new
markets;
technological order will lead to
 Study measures and
the formation of completely new
mechanisms for the
creation,
markets over the next 10‐20
development and
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Russia
has
a
successful
experience in implementing a
similar national initiative (since
2014),
Within the framework of this
initiative, a scientific and
technical reserve of Russia for
the creation of new technologies
is being formed, including
training, support of development
and attraction of talented
scientists
and
specialists;

years,
offering
customers
advanced
technological
solutions and entirely new
products and services.
To promote a high‐tech
development of APEC economies
it is necessary to: launch policy
discussions and share best
practices in technological areas,
create joint action plans for the
formation of new technology
markets,
Promote advanced technological
solutions.
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promotion
of
advanced
technologies,
products
and
services to new
markets;
 Organize an APEC
dialogue
on
comprehensive
development
of
new
technology
markets;
 Prepare proposals
for new tools for the
development
of
promising
technology
markets;
 Lay the groundwork
for the formation of
global technological
and
production
chains for new
technology
markets, promote
S&T cooperation in
order to develop
high‐tech products
and services for
these
global
production chains;

creating conditions for the
formation of companies‐leaders
("national
champions");
development of mechanisms for
managing activities with the joint
participation of existing actors;
support for Russian and
international scientific and
technological projects, etc.
Due to Similar, programs exist in
many APEC economies, the most
important task of this initiative is
to unite national efforts to obtain
a synergistic effect of the
region's STI and economic
development.
Ministry
of
economic
development of the Russian
Federation worked out the draft
APEC Programme for regulating
new technology markets.
In margins of SOM‐3, 2018 was
presented an updated version of
this document. Currently it is
seeking final approval on
intercessional basis.

 Promote
priority
positions and high
competitiveness of
APEC economies`
companies in the
forming
global
markets;
 Deliver workshops
on new technology
markets.
 Implement
a
research
study
(project)
on
coherence among
APEC economies'
policies in the field
of forming new
technology markets
in the Asia‐Pacific
region.
 Develop the APEC
Program for agreed
forming
and
development
of
new
technology
markets.
• Launch mechanisms
for
achieving
greater coherence
among
APEC
economies' policies
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in the field of
forming
new
technology
markets, including
the
APEC
Technology
Communication
Network and Cloud
Platform
(APEC
TCNCP).
Russia

«Workshop on high
growth innovative
firms
(HGIFs)
acceleration»

According to research by leading
economists, medium‐sized High
Growth Innovative Firms (HGiFs)
with good growth dynamics play
important role in the modern
economy and create more than
half of new jobs in developed
economies.
The proposed workshop will
enable public and private
participants and stakeholders to
(1) develop high‐tech innovative
entrepreneurship, (2) share the
best practices on the formation
of HGiFs support systems, (3)
empower HGiF to enter APEC
markets,
(4)
promote
cooperation among HGIF, (5)
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The project has started The project was approved
on 1st January 2018 and
in the second project session in
ends in February 2019.
The
corresponding 2017.
workshop
will
be
conducted at the end of
2018.

improve business environment
for innovative companies.
By sharing knowledge and
experience between HGIFs
stakeholders, this project will:
(1) improve competitiveness of
private innovative companies
and scale their activity in the
global market, (2) help to create
the community of
entrepreneurs, managers,
government officials and
experts, which contributes to
the second PPSTI priority in
2017 on supporting strong STI
ecosystems in the APEC region.
Russia

Russian
Week

Energy International Energy Forum Time of conduction; 3‐6 The Forum was successfully held.
(dealing with issues of the October, 2018
It provided a platform for a
discussion
of
the
main
Oil&Gas, Power, Renewable
energy sectors, as well as energy
challenges faced by the energy
sector and topical problems
efficiency).
involving the development of the
Key stakeholders: governmental
gas industry; the oil industry; the
entities,
SME’s,
large
coal industry; petrochemistry;
international
power
sector;
energy
upstream/downstream
conservation and increased
corporations,
energy efficiency.
consulting/analytical agencies
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The Forum serves to
demonstrate the prospects of
the Russian fuel and energy
industry and unlock the
potential of international
cooperation in energy.

Russia

APEC Conference
“Cooperation
in
the
field
of
transport
education for the
benefit
of
transport
connectivity in the
APEC region”

The conduction of the
conference was envisaged by
the framework of the self‐
funded APEC project of the
Russian Federation. Among the
main topics of the Conference
were the following issues:

APEC
Conference
“Cooperation in the field
of transport education
for the benefit of
transport connectivity in
the APEC region was held
on 7‐8 February 2018 in
Moscow, Russia within
• “Transport education in APEC
the framework of the
economies in the modern
Forum
“Transport
context”
• “Academic mobility: Network education and science
2018”.
(joint) educational programs”;
• “Participants
of
APEC
universities in scientific research
on the problems of transport
development”;
“Communication between
universities and employers
(transport enterprises in APEC)
while carrying out the education
process”.
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The participants concurred on
the need to encourage working
out a Comprehensive Program of
Transport Human Resourcing for
APEC economies, and adopted a
number of recommendations for
consideration by the APEC
TPTWG.

Thailand

Notification No.
120/2561 and
121/2561
(SCCP)

Thailand

AEO‐MRA signed
between Thailand
and Singapore
(SCCP)

The new AEO notification for
Importer/Exporter and Customs
broker was announced in May 2018
to comply with the new Customs
Law
which was announced in December
2017.

The AEO‐MRA between the Thai
Customs and the Singaporean
Customs was signed during the
Council Meeting at the WCO in
Brussels, Belgium on 29 June
2018.

‐ To comply with the new
Customs Law
which was announced in
December 2017.

‐ Target of the new AEO
notification was
6 months after the
announcement of
the new Customs law. The
two new Notification No.
120/2561 for
Importer/Exporter and
Notification No.
121/2561 for Customs
broker were launched in
May 2018.
‐ The initiative of MRA
between Thailand and
Singapore was under the
“Singapore‐Thailand
Enhanced Economic
Relations programme”
(STEER)

This is the first AEO‐MRA signed
by ASEAN Member States which ‐ The MRA is set to
will
definitely
stimulate deepen economic
awareness of mechanism for collaboration and
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Since the announcement of the
new Customs Law in December
2017, some parts of the old
Notification for
Importer/Exporter (12/2556)
and Customs broker (13/2556)
are needed for amendment
and are adjusted to be more
suitable and comply with the
main Customs Law.

This is the first AEO‐MRA signed
by ASEAN Member States which
will
definitely
stimulate
awareness of mechanism for
cooperation among ASEAN
Member States.

cooperation among
Member States.

ASEAN facilitate bilateral trade
growth between
Singapore and Thailand.
The Action Plan was
signed during the ASEAN
DG Meeting in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia in May
2016.

‐ The process of the MRA
follows the roadmap and
to meet the target by
finalizing and signing the
MRA in June 2018.
Thailand

National Single
Window (NSW)

‐ The Port Authority of Thailand
(PAT) puts full efforts in the
improvement
of information technology (IT) to
advance the efficiency of port
administration and operations.

‐ As part of Thailand’s
National Single Window,
PAT has been able to
expedite the process of
simplification of port
documentation
and procedures, and has
put full efforts
in implementing the
‐ The final stage of the e‐Port
development is in the process of electronic exchange of
information system at
integrating the internal IT
the ports, under
system,
in order to provide a single point supervision of PAT, both
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Successful testing of the
information exchange system
for export containers at
Bangkok Port

‐ Since September 2016, the
electronic submission of the
export container pre‐advice
data has been tested at the
Bangkok Port. This electronic
information exchange system
is integrated with Thailand’s

of information exchange to port
users and all related agencies
(the Customs, PAT, Marine
Department, Ship Agents and
container operators).

‐ The existing EDI system is also
enhanced and has successfully
been integrated into Thailand’s
National Single Window (NSW).

for import and export
procedures. Some
improvements
are underway at Bangkok
port and Laem Chabang
Port

National Single Window (NSW)
so the shipping lines can only do
a single submission for all
relevant agencies.

‐ The export clearance system
at the Gate of the Bangkok Port
can receive data at least one (1)
hour prior to the arrival of
containers. The system is a
paperless processing of
documents, and in line with
the automatic clearance system
of the Customs Department
which has already been integrated.

‐ In addition, the Bangkok Port
is now in the process of
customizing the Terminal
Operating System (TOS) to be
able to automatically exchange
the information on the weight
of an export container with
the Customs Inspection System.
This is to aid co‐operation, and
to secure the highest practicable
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degree of formalities by simplifying
the underlying regulations.

No documentation required for
Manifest and Inward Container
List

Presently, documents and
various supportive forms on
Manifest and Inward Container
List are not required at the
Bangkok Port. The import system
is paperless and is entirely
integrated with the NSW.
The exchange data uses EDI
techniques in ebXML format
based on the UN/ISO standards.

Exchange of Ship’s pre‐arrival
information at Laem Chabang
Port

For the purpose of obtaining
information to accelerate and
simplify the Customs inspection
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process at the Laem Chabang
Port, presently, the ship’s
pre‐arrival
information
is
required to submit electronically
via NSW.
Thailand

The e‐Matching
System

The e‐Matching System
integrated into the National
Single Window (NSW)
of the Customs Department, in
cooperation with the Customs
Department and the Port
Authority of Thailand

‐ This e‐Matching System
aims to reduce
document and
procedure, including
error and traffic jam for
entrepreneurs, at Laem
Chabang Port and
Bangkok Port, which will
shorten the document
inspection time to
20‐30 seconds from 3‐4
minutes previously.

Since the end of 2017, the
Bangkok Port and Laem
Chabang Port have customized
the Terminal Operating System
(TOS). This electronic system
has been developed to facilitate
automatic exchange of the weight
of export containers with
the Thai Customs.

‐ Reducing inspection
time will help reduce
traffic congestion at the
port and trim economic
costs by 3.5 billion baht.
Thailand

Study and Design
on Port
Communication
System (PCS)

The Port Community System
(PCS) increases port efficiency by
connecting the ICT systems of
each of port stakeholders (the
Customs, PAT, Marine
Department, Ship Agents and
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‐ PAT plans to provide
the central platform
known as PCS for
electrical communication
at the Bangkok Port and

Presently, this project is under
the process of hiring consultant
firms for conducting Study
and Design on PCS.

container operators, inland
Container Depot, importers and
exporters, freight forwarders
and truck and logistics
companies) and link with the
NSW System, thereby facilitating
their communications.

Laem Chabang Port. The
system networks various
EDP systems from the
related stakeholders, in
order to enable seamless
communication in ports,
regardless of the
hardware and software
that are used.

‐ PAT will therefore hire
consultants for
conducting study and
design on PCS.
The study will cover PCS
mock up simulation, the
implementation of risk
assessment and the PCS
system design etc. Then,
the bidding process for
seeking the consultant
firm will be finished in
November 2018, and the
Study and Design on PCS
is expected to be done in
the end of 2019.
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Chinese
Taipei

Guidelines on the
Best
Licensing
Practices of CMOs
to MSMEs

With the advancement of digital
technologies, it is of critical
importance
for
collective
management
organizations
(CMOs) to establish an efficient
and accessible licensing model,
thereby further boosting growth
in the industrial sector.

The project aims to Workshop will be conducted on
facilitate more accessible 23 and 24 October 2018.
licensing models for
MSMEs while promoting
the use of copyrighted
works, in the hope of
bringing
greater
economic benefits and
creating more values for
the industrial sector.

Chinese
Taipei

The Study of Best
VGM
(Verified
Gross
Mass)
Practices
to
Maintain
and
Enhance
the
Supply
Chain
Connectivity in the
APEC Region

Since 1 July 2016, new
requirements to verify the gross
mass (VGM) of a packed
container enter into force under
the International Convention for
the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS).
That said, the implementation
and enforcement thereof have
led some of the APEC economies
encountering different levels of
challenges. Chinese Taipei has
conducted a self‐funded project
in the hope to review how a
safety related operational policy
(SOLAS VGM) caused unintended
impact / consequence to the
intermodal container supply
chain network.

To respond to the call of
APEC
Connectivity
Blueprint for 2015‐2025
agreed by the APEC
Leaders, Chinese Taipei
conducted the aforesaid
project as to reduce trade
costs
across
supply
chains and to improve
supply chain reliability
and
connectivity
in
supporting
the
competitiveness
of
business in the APEC
region.
The
project
started in May 2017 and
will end in December
2018.
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The project is designed to
include the following steps:

1. Desk‐based Literature review
2. On‐the‐spot
visit
and
Interview of Professionals
working in the industry
3. Distribution of
Analytic
Hierarchical
Process
Questionnaire
So far, several port companies
operate in the APEC region are
interviewed and their current
VGM practices are summarized.
Questionnaire is employed to
survey
various
VGM

stakeholders’ opinion about this
policy

Key Stakeholders: shippers,
truckers,
railway,
terminal
operators, and shipping lines in
the intermodal supply chain of
APEC member economies.
Chinese
Taipei

Developing
Guidelines
for
Motorcycle Crash
Data Collection and
Reporting in the
APEC Region

Coherent
and
consistent
motorcycle crash data is crucial
to better inform decision‐making
in
motorcycle
safety
improvement projects. Chinese
Taipei is conducting a self‐
funded project to develop
guidelines concerning with what
“minimum set” of data elements
should be included when APEC
economies update their crash
report forms, with special
emphasis on those data
elements needed for motorcycle
safety
decision‐making
purposes.
Key Stakeholders: transportation
agencies, law enforcement, and
public health of APEC member
economies
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The purpose of this
project is to improve the
accessibility and
transferability of
motorcycle crash data
among different
stakeholders, not only
within each APEC
economy but also among
APEC economies as a
whole to maximize the
return on safety
investment. The project
started in August 2018
and will end in December
2019.

The project involves 4 stages as
follows.

Stage 1: Review literature and
current
practices
(Chinese
Taipei)(August, 2018 – February,
2019)

Stage 2: Inputs from APEC
economies, select data elements
that are: (1) informative, (2)
implementable,
and
(3)
transferable (February, 2019 –
April, 2019 )

Stage 3: A workshop to select
and discuss the “minimum” set
of data elements and their
definitions (June, 2019)

Stage 4: Feedback from APEC
economies/Final report (June –
August, 2019)

Expected outcome: A final report
will be submitted, which include
guidelines of a “minimum set” of
standardized data elements, and
their definitions that can be used
to describe a motorcycle‐related
crash on any crash report form.
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Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex A)
Note: Recognizing that women and the economy has been identified as an area of APEC cooperation by APEC Leaders’, including in 2014, and
that the APEC Connectivity Blueprint encompasses inclusive growth and commits to leveraging the Internet Economy to foster an enabling
environment for empowering vulnerable and disadvantaged groups especially women, youth, people with disabilities, and the poor, APEC
economies are also invited to report on initiatives that contribute to these objectives.

C1.

Initiatives relevant to People‐to‐people Connectivity being implemented/completed in 2018 (by Fora)

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Committee of trade
and Investment (CTI)

Regional Collaborations The Regional
Programme
Collaborations
Programme (RCP) is part
of the Australian
Government’s Global
Innovation Strategy
under the National
Innovation and Science
Agenda.
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Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology Karen Andrews
launched the second round of
the RCP in Singapore on
27 September 2018. The round
will provide over $1.5 million in
new grants for Australian
researchers and businesses to
undertake science‐based
projects and workshops with
partners from the Asia‐Pacific

The first funding round of the RCP in
2017 provided five research projects
with a total of just under $900,000.
Nearly $2.5 million of matched funds
by project partners was invested in
the projects, close to a 3:1 return.
The five projects involve:


An examination of the
mechanisms leading to immunity
and resistance to malaria and
dengue fever.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)
The RCP provides grants
to help Australian
researchers and
businesses work with
counterparts in the Asia‐
Pacific region on science
projects, creating new
opportunities to health,
environmental and
economic challenges.
This also allows
Australian businesses
and researchers
opportunities to forge
stronger connections
with partners from the
Asia‐Pacific region.
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Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

region that seek solutions to
shared regional challenges.
Applications close 30 November
2018.

Description of progress or
achievement





Projects and workshops
awarded funding under this new

round are expected to
commence after 1 April 2019
and must be completed by
31 December 2020.


The establishment of an
international coalition to support
the search for an affordable and
effective cure for Hepatitis B.
The use of sustainable materials
and prefabricated systems to
create resilient, affordable
housing.
The use of remote sensing
technologies to develop regional
monitoring of climate change
impacts.
An advanced manufacturing
venture designed to overcome
barriers to the mass production
of biomedical devices.

Researchers from Australian
institutions joined partners from
APEC economies including Indonesia,
Viet Nam, Papua New Guinea,
Thailand, and the People’s Republic
of China, Singapore and Japan in the
projects.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Committee of trade
and Investment (CTI)

Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

The “Study on Single Window
The initiative proposes
 To contribute with APEC
economies’ efforts to
Systems’ International
PSU to develop a study
implement and achieve
Interoperability: Key Issues for Its
on the key issues to
international interoperability Implementation” have been finalized
implement SWS
of SWS in the region;
(2018/SOM3/CTI/073)
International
(2016/SOM2/025anx17)
enhancing
trade
facilitation,
Interoperability
institutional connectivity as
according to APEC
well as regional economic
economies´ experiences
integration efforts.
(2016/SOM3/027anx02).
 Specifically, this study
The study could serve as
supports the objective of
an input to discuss
“Sub‐pillar 1: Customs and
future actions regarding
Border Administration” to
international
modernize customs and
interoperability within
border agency: (3) Improve
customs and (electronic) SW
the region.
system toward
interconnectedness within
and between domestic SW.
Both CTI and SCCP were
(Please refer to Annex B)
involved
in
the
To promote discussions on
development of the
establishing interoperability
study and its results.
pilot projects on voluntary basis
Initiative to Promote
Single Window Systems
International
Interoperability
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Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

Committee of trade
and Investment (CTI)

Inclusive
Investments
and Global Value Chains
(GVCs): Opportunities
for the Thai SMEs.
(SCSC)

Government officers and
policymakers (especially
those from relevant
line
ministries,
investment attraction,
export promotion and
other
trade‐related agencies).

To increase the Thai policymakers’
awareness of barriers and
opportunities in relation to
participation in the global value
chains (GVCs), and to enhance
policymakers’ capacity
to support the Thai SMEs to
access global value chains.

To increase the Thai policymakers’
awareness of barriers and
opportunities in relation to
participation in global value chains
(GVCs), and to enhance
policymakers’ capacity to support the
Thai SMEs to access global value
chains 45 people.

Economic
Committee (EC)

Implementation of the
recommendations
of
2017 APEC Economic
Policy
Report
on
Structural Reform and
Human
Capital
Development

In the 2017 APEC
Economic Policy Report
(AEPR) on Structural
Reform and Human
Capital
Development
APEC
economies,
seeking to help their
labor forces adapt to
market
and
technological
shifts,
have identified structural
unemployment and skills
mismatch
as
key
concerns. There is a
growing desire in APEC

Joint EC‐HRDWG Policy Dialogue
on 2017 AEPR
Recommendations at SOM 1
(March)

The main part of the Dialogue was
conducted in three parallel breakout
sessions on the following topics:
Structural Reform and the Future of
Work in the Asia Pacific Region,
Education and Training for the Digital
Age, Active Labor Market Policies
and Social Protection.
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Establishment of 2017 AEPR
“post‐Core Team”, which will
track progress on
implementation of the AEPR
recommendations and report to
the EC and HRDWG in 2019 and
2021.

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

to work collaboratively in
the area of structural
reforms in human capital
development.
Human Resource
Development
Working Group
(HRDWG)

Chile evaluate
strategies regarding the
mobility of young
apprentices in
formative stage at a
technical level,

Telecommunications
and Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Extension of ICT
Application for the
People with Special
Needs (Ageing and
Disability)

To develop a joint
program among the
countries of the Pacific
Alliance in order to
facilitate the mobility of
young apprentices in the
formative stage at a
technical
and
technological level

The project is organized
by Waseda University
with
support
of
Singapore. 8 stages of
this project have already
been completed since
2012‐2018.
Japan,
China
(Multi‐year project, self‐ Singapore,
propose
continuing
funded, Japan)
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The objective is the
accomplishment of labor
practices in any of the member
countries of the Pacific Alliance

The Group of Experts on youth
mobility is integrated, whose
objective is the preparation of a road
map for the development of the
project

The main goal of this project is
to extend the APEC funded
project (TEL 01/2011A) that has
created an effective platform for
knowledge exchange on
innovation for assistive ICT
applications for elderly and
disabled people.

The project included research on
harmonization between e‐ageing and
healthcare through ICT applications
as well as Smart Silver city concept for
older persons and people with
disabilities. This project is also to
examine the level of awareness of
trainers and government staffs and

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

beyond conclusion this
year to 2020

Description of progress or
achievement

NGOs on the training of elderly and
disabled people on the use of ICT.

Telecommunications
and Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Survey of initiatives in
APEC Economies to
promote access to ICTs
for people with a
hearing and/or speech
impairment

Built on the Seminar
held at TEL 53 on Social
Inclusion of People with
Disabilities through
Access to
Telecommunications,
the project proposes to
(Multi‐year project, self‐
survey APEC Economies
funded, Australia)
to learn about their
policies, legislation and
initiatives to promote
access to ICTs for people
with hearing and/or
speech impairments.

The main goal is to develop a
report presenting this
information and providing an
analysis of current trends.

The survey was circulated in Feb 2017
and closed in April 2017, on how
economies address accessibility
issues for people with impairments.
The draft report was circulated in
June 2018 and the final report was
presented at TEL58, in October 2018.

Telecommunications
and Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

ICT skills Framework
project

The project addresses the
problem of current barriers to
the mobility of ICT professionals
throughout the Asia‐Pacific
region by developing a common

The project concept note is currently
under consideration and will be
submit for approval intersessional
after TEL 58.

(Self‐funded, PNG)

This project will develop
and
promote
a
“Common ICT Skills
Recognition Framework”
within the Asia Pacific
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Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

Region. The project will understanding of ICT skills. The
be
developed
in aim is to benefit the majority of
partnership
with APEC economies.
member economies and
relevant
stakeholders
including South East
Asian
Regional
Computer
Confederation (SEARCC)
Tourism Working
Group (TWG)

Developing the tourism
workforce of the future
through labor and skills
development,
certification and
mobility in the APEC
region

In order to support
tourism employment,
build capacity, respond
to labor, and skills
shortages in the APEC
region, this project
explores barriers and
benchmark approaches
to facilitating labor
mobility, improving
career pathways,
increasing retention and
enhancing access to
improved training. It
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The objectives of the project are
to:
‐ Identify tourism workforce
gaps and assess
opportunities to address
these gaps to improve
customer service quality and
enhance employment
outcomes in the tourism
sector, including through
cooperation on measures to
provide greater access to
tourism training and
enhance workforce mobility
across the region.

The project’s report provides an in‐
depth analysis of key trends, issues
and opportunities in relation to
tourism skills shortages, industry
perceptions, recruitment, and
retention and labor mobility in the
APEC region. Several overarching
issues were identified including
women and youth, training and skills
certification, labor mobility and
migration, and staff recruitment and
retention in SMEs.
Members at the APEC TWG 50th
meeting in Viet Nam in February

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

also identifies examples ‐
of best practice in
recruitment, career
pathways, retention,
skills development, labor
mobility and workforce
planning.
‐
This project responds
directly to the
Philippines 2015 APEC
priority of Investing in
Human Capital
Development. It
promotes investing in
people as core drivers of
competitiveness
through the
development of 21st
century skills by
matching these skills to
industry needs. In 2014,
under the APEC
Connectivity Blueprint
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‐

Explore barriers to
increasing tourism labor
mobility, career pathways,
retention and skills
development across the
APEC region, especially for
young people, women and
SMEs.
Identify best practice in
recruitment, career
pathways, retention, skills
development, labor mobility
and workforce planning to
enable APEC economies to
use this evidence in policy
and program development
to ease workforce and skills
shortages and create long‐
term career pathways for
young people and women
across the APEC region.
Develop/suggest policy
recommendations/strategies
for training requirements,
skills development, and
labor mobility based on the

Description of progress or
achievement

2018 endorsed the project’s final
report.
Report can be accessed here:
http://publications.apec.org/publicat
ion‐detail.php?pub_id=1837

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)

Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

for 2015‐2025, APEC
project results/findings for
informational and decision
Leaders committed to
making purposes by APEC
strengthening people‐
economies.
to‐people connectivity
Mixed methodology –
through human
resources development qualitative and quantitative.
and welcomed the APEC
Action Plan for
Promoting Quality
Employment and
Strengthening People‐
to‐People Connectivity
through Human
Resources
Development. This
project complements
this work and the
ABAC’s work on the Earn
Learn Return model ‐ a
new framework for
managing the
movement of workers in
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Description of progress or
achievement

Group

Title

Brief description
(including sectoral
coverage and key
stakeholders)
the APEC Region to
address business needs.
Key stakeholders include
businesses, government,
industry bodies,
educators and NGOs
throughout APEC.
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Objectives/ Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex A)
Note: Recognizing that women and the economy has been identified as an area of APEC cooperation by APEC Leaders’, including in 2014, and that
the APEC Connectivity Blueprint encompasses inclusive growth and commits to leveraging the Internet Economy to foster an enabling environment
for empowering vulnerable and disadvantaged groups especially women, youth, people with disabilities, and the poor, APEC economies are also
invited to report on initiatives that contribute to these objectives.

C.

Initiatives relevant to People‐to‐People Connectivity being implemented/completed in 2018 (by economies)
Economy

Title

Brief description

Objectives/
Timeframe/Impact
(qualitative and/or
quantitative)

Description of progress or
achievement

To quantify and map the
expenditure received by local
community based MSMEs.

Underway. A progress report will be
provided at the APEC TWG53 in
Manila in October 2018.

(including sectoral coverage
and key stakeholders)
Australia

APEC Economic
Study on the
Impact of Cruise
Tourism:
Fostering MSME
Growth
and
Creating
Sustainable
Communities

Analysis of the economics of
cruise tourism; with a focus
on communities as the
recipients of economic
benefits.

To assess direct and indirect
economic impacts in order to
collate case studies by
volunteering/co‐sponsor
economies, share
experiences and revise
strategies.
163

To generate a publication
conveying the conclusions of
the study.
Australia

APEC Women in
STEM Initiative:
Workshop, GIST
Training
and
Roundtable (PPSTI
02 2018A)

The APEC Women in STEM
Initiative
Project is led by the US in
partnership with Australia,
which will host a suite of
activities to explore how best
to provide favorable
framework conditions for
vulnerable groups (women;
indigenous; rural; young)
across APEC that enable
these groups to make full use
of their STEM and
entrepreneurship skills.

The initiative is supported
through the 2018 Session 1
competitive APEC grants
process, and is co‐sponsored
by Canada; Chile; China;
Indonesia; Korea; Malaysia;
New Zealand; and Papua New
Guinea.

A series of events will be held
during the 2018 APEC Chief
Science Advisors and
Equivalents (CSAE) meeting,
22‐26 October 2018, in
Brisbane, Australia:

Preparations for the activities are
well underway:
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a 4‐day entrepreneurship
training program for
women and other
participants from
vulnerable backgrounds
a 1.5‐day women in STEM
workshop that builds on
past APEC activities and
considers next steps for
government, industry and
business in supporting
gender equality across
the region
a half day policy
roundtable between
participants/practitioners
with decision‐makers
(industry, government,
academia) exploring ways
to collaboratively develop





APEC participants in the
entrepreneurship training have
been selected via a competitive
nomination process
speakers and facilitators for
each of the three events are
undergoing final confirmation
an economic case study on the
value of women’s participation
STEM within APEC is well
underway and will be presented
and discussed at the women in
STEM workshop

The initiative is designed to:




Build capacity to support
and lead successful start‐
ups in APEC economies in
areas related to science,
technology and
innovation, including
those from vulnerable or
otherwise disadvantaged
backgrounds
Provide networking
opportunities to foster
further STEM innovation
and entrepreneurship by
women and other
vulnerable populations in
the APEC region and
expand opportunities for
public private
partnerships build and
promote the business and
economic case for
advancing women and
girls in STEM across APEC
through implementation
of the APEC Women in
STEM Framework.

policies that support
women in STEM fields, in
industry already, and how
to further support women
and those from
vulnerable communities
as they commercialize
their STEM ideas.
This suite of events takes a
multi‐faceted
approach
(training, economic case
study, workshop on policies
and practices, and engaging
the private sector) to address
a complete and multi‐
stakeholder problem in the
APEC region: how to engage
more women and those from
vulnerable communities, or
innovation that addresses the
needs of women/vulnerable
communities.
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Australia

The APEC Earth
and
Marine
Observing (EMO)
initiative: Building
Regional Ocean
and
Land
Observation
Systems
to
Safeguard APEC
Resources
and
Communities
(PPSTI 03 2015S)

Products and services based
on Earth observation
information are used by
governments, industry and
communities as natural
resource management, and
natural preparedness and
response decision‐making
tools.

The EMO initiative aims to
develop a regional approach
to earth observing to support
international development
goals, including the APEC
Bogor Goals and the
Sustainable Development
Goals. It provides a useful
tool to support emergency
preparedness and sustainable
management of natural
resources and communities.
It also allows an integrated
regional approach to EMO
information, thus enabling
nations to pool resources,
infrastructure and expertise
for tackling challenges
together and effectively.

Collectively, the Asia‐Pacific
region has substantial
capacity and capabilities in
Earth observing. A
collaborative, region‐wide
approach to EMO
infrastructure, expertise,
information and tools would

Driving the implementation of
this initiative is the APEC Earth
and
Marine
Observing
Collaboration
Framework,
which identifies four key
Regional
Challenges:
Safeguarding Coastal Health
and Livelihood, Safeguarding

The APEC Earth and Marine
Observing (EMO) initiative
commenced as an Australian
self‐funded project (PPSTI 03
2015S), which was co‐
sponsored by China, the
Philippines and the United
States of America.
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Australia secured the endorsement
of the APEC Earth & Marine
Observing Collaboration Framework
from the APEC Policy Partnership on
Science, Technology and Innovation
(PPSTI), Emergency Preparedness
Working Group (EPWG), Oceans and
Fisheries Working Group (OFWG)
and the Chief Science Advisors and
Equivalents (CSAE) in February
2018.

Australia

Regional
Collaborations
Programme

enable a far greater return on
investment in capacity and
capabilities than that
currently available at an
individual economy basis.

Communities from Coastal
Hazards, Safeguarding Food
Security and Safeguarding
Water Security. This is
underpinned by a 10 Year
Action Plan, which outlines
the inputs, components,
outputs
and
outcomes
needed to support the
framework’s development.
These are outputs of the
technical workshop for the
Building Regional Ocean and
Land Observation Systems to
Safeguard APEC Resources
and Communities project,
held 26‐30 September 2016 in
Canberra,
Australia
and
attended by participants from
government, research and
industry. Further information
on
the
workshop’s
recommendations
and
outcomes is available in the
Workshop Technical Report.

The Regional Collaborations
Programme (RCP) is part of
the Australian Government’s
Global Innovation Strategy

Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology Karen
Andrews launched the
second round of the RCP in
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The first funding round of the RCP
in 2017 provided five research
projects with a total of just under
$900,000. Nearly $2.5 million of

under the National
Innovation and Science
Agenda.

The RCP provides grants to
help Australian researchers
and businesses work with
counterparts in the Asia‐
Pacific region on science
projects, creating new
opportunities to health,
environmental and economic
challenges. This also allows
Australian businesses and
researchers opportunities to
forge stronger connections
with partners from the
Asia‐Pacific region.

Singapore on
27 September 2018. The
round will provide over $1.5
million in new grants for
Australian researchers and
businesses to undertake
science‐based projects and
workshops with partners
from the Asia‐Pacific region
that seek solutions to shared
regional challenges.
Applications close 30
November 2018.

matched funds by project partners
was invested in the projects, close
to a 3:1 return.

The five projects involve:




Projects and workshops 
awarded funding under this
new round are expected to
commence after 1 April 2019
and must be completed by 
31 December 2020.
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An examination of the
mechanisms leading to
immunity and resistance to
malaria and dengue fever.
The establishment of an
international coalition to
support the search for an
affordable and effective cure
for Hepatitis B.
The use of sustainable materials
and prefabricated systems to
create resilient, affordable
housing.
The use of remote sensing
technologies to develop
regional monitoring of climate
change impacts.
An advanced manufacturing
venture designed to overcome
barriers to the mass production
of biomedical devices.

Researchers
from
Australian
institutions joined partners from
APEC
economies
including
Indonesia, Viet Nam, Papua New
Guinea, Thailand, and the People ’s
Republic of China, Singapore and
Japan in the projects.
Australia

APEC
Cross‐ Australian self‐funded APEC
Border Education project (2015‐17).
Data Collection Cosponsoring economies:
Project
Canada, China, Japan, New
Zealand, Papua New Guinea,
Peru, Thailand, United States
and Viet Nam

The project seeks to quantify
the extent of provider
mobility within APEC
economies in higher
education. This includes
branch campuses, dual
degrees, twinning programs
and online learning.

The project (HRD03 2015S)
responds to an information
gap by exploring the scale and
scope of cross‐border higher
education provider activity in
APEC. A final report draws
together survey results from
12 APEC economies as well as
prior research.

The project was undertaken
in 2016 and 2017. An initial
desk‐based research report
was discussed at the APEC
Cross‐Border Education Data
Collection Workshop held in
Arequipa, Peru in May 2016.
A survey in the second half of
2016 collected further data.
The final report was
submitted in 2017.
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This project has made an important
contribution to the visibility of
cross‐border higher education data.
Further, it provides information on
APEC economies’ in‐country policy
environments and supports a more
in‐depth understanding of
governance arrangements across
the region.
This research provides further
insights into the gap in data on
collaborations between higher
education
institutions
across
borders.

Australia

APEC
Quality
Assurance
in
Online Education
project

Australian self‐funded project
(2016‐17). Cosponsoring
economies: Indonesia, Korea,
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru,
Thailand, Viet Nam

The APEC Quality Assurance
in Online Education project
(HRD 14 2016S) will help
governments and quality
assurance agencies develop a
clear understanding of best
practice in online learning by
providing a toolkit on the
quality assurance of online
education.

By building understanding
and acceptance of high
quality online higher
education, the project seeks
to enable greater flexibility in
cross‐border education
delivery and recognition of
qualifications delivered
through online education in
the region. Activities include:
‐

‐
This understanding will
support cross‐border
education cooperation
between economies and
promote greater educational
choice for students.
Key stakeholders for the ‐
project include governments,
quality assurance authorities
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The development of a
discussion paper on
quality assuring online
learning, including a draft
toolkit for the quality
assurance of online
courses.
A workshop in Bali,
Indonesia 2016 to
develop a shared
understanding of online
quality assessment and
introduce the APEC
Toolkit for Quality
Assurance of Online
Education.
A series of in‐country
consultations to further
refine the toolkit.

Australia will be seeking formal
endorsement from APEC
economies through the HRDWG
out‐of‐session in 2017.

The discussion paper and toolkit will
be made available on the APEC
Projects Database when finalised.

and agencies, education
providers and students.
Australia

APEC
Guiding Australian self‐funded APEC
Principles
for project (Phase 1 ‐ 2016,
Research Integrity Phase 2 – multi‐year).
Cosponsoring economies:
China, Indonesia, New
Zealand, The Philippines,
Russia, Singapore, Thailand
and Viet Nam
Varying approaches to
research integrity have been
identified as a barrier for
researcher mobility and
cross‐border education
collaboration in APEC, as
there is a lack of common
understanding between
researchers across the region.
The APEC Guiding Principles
for Research Integrity project
(HRD 01 2016S) will develop
high‐level, non‐binding
guiding principles for
research integrity to provide
a common reference point
for the region’s researchers,

The project concludes in 2017.
The project aims to support
greater cross‐border
collaboration, enabling the
innovation and research
developments that are
increasingly critical to
stimulating economic growth
in knowledge economies.
Once developed, the guiding
principles would contribute
to reducing the complexities
involved in researcher
mobility and promote APEC’s
commitment to quality
research.

The research undertaken in
2016
found
that
the
differences
between
economies
on
research
integrity management were
so great that more work needs
to be done to first develop a
common
understanding.
Consequently, a roadmap
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In 2016, Australia presented the
Roadmap towards APEC Guiding
Principles for Research Integrity at
the May EDNET meeting and
August joint HRDWG‐PPSTI
meeting. The report has been
circulated to HRDWG and PPSTI and
is available on the APEC Projects
Database.

A workshop will be held in early
2018, followed by in country
consultations.

facilitating research
cooperation across APEC.

Australia

towards the development of
guiding
principles
was
produced and the second
phase of the project will
deliver a research report
framing key research integrity
issues and definitions; a
workshop to develop a set of
draft guiding principles and in‐
country consultations.

Australia‐APEC
Australian self‐funded APEC
Women
in project (multi‐year).
Research
Fellowships
The Australia‐APEC Women in
Research Fellowship provides
financial assistance for high‐
achieving female researchers
from
developing
APEC
economies to pursue research
opportunities in partnership
with Australian education and
research institutions.

Up to 10 fellowships will be
awarded each year for five
years
(2015–2019).
The
amount awarded will depend
on the length of travel to
Australia, as researchers will
be hosted by Australian
education
and
research
institutions for up to four
months.
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The 2017 round of fellows have
been awarded and all but one has
commenced. The 2018 round will
open
in
February.
Further
information is available on the
Australia‐APEC Women in Research
Fellowships website.

Australia

Integrated
Referencing
Framework
for
Skills Recognition
and
Mobility
Project

Australian self‐funded APEC
project (multi‐year).

Referencing frameworks
enable countries to establish
broad confidence in systems
that underpin skills
development and standards
and are the centrepiece of
mutual recognition.

This project aims to establish
an APEC Integrated
Referencing Framework for
Skills Recognition and
Mobility, drawing together a
cohesive architecture with
the following key elements:
‐

This project will: determine
how referencing frameworks
can be integrated to support
recognition arrangements in ‐
TVET across APEC; explore the
feasibility of using existing
qualifications and quality
referencing frameworks as
the basis for a draft‐
‐
referencing framework for
regional
occupational
standards; development of a
draft‐referencing framework
for regional occupational
standards.
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In 2015 a Project Report and
OSF were developed. These are
available on the APEC Project
database.

Building on a key recommendation
from the Establishment Phase
Project Report, the OSF has been
Occupational Standards
tested in the tourism industry
Framework (OSF): enables
sector (see project below).
common understanding
and comparison of skills
This sector was chosen given its
required for specific
importance to economies across
occupations and
APEC.
determination of the
relevance of skills held by
individuals;
Qualifications referencing Australia is undertaking a
consultation and socialisation
framework: enables
mapping against national phase of the Integrated
Referencing Framework project
qualification levels for
occupations/qualifications between October 2017 and March
,
2018. The consultations will include
Quality assurance
key industry and government
referencing framework:
stakeholders from the APEC
enables confidence in the economies involved in the two
quality of training with
APEC occupational standards
respect to occupational
development projects in the
standards and the
transport and logistics and tourism
integrity of qualifications
sectors (see projects below).
issued.

An Establishment Phase was
undertaken in 2015/16 to
discuss and develop the
concept. Twelve APEC
economies attended a
workshop held in Manila on
30 September – 1 October
2015 to discuss the elements
of the framework. The
concept was broadly agreed
at this meeting as a useful
tool to promote a highly
skilled workforce, and to
encourage skills recognition
and labor mobility.

The outcomes from this phase will
inform a report to APEC HRD
Ministers in 2018, outlining
recommendations to improve
recognition arrangements across
APEC.

It is hoped that the framework
can be endorsed by APEC
Ministers responsible for
Human
Resources
Development (HRD) in 2018.
Australia

Integrated
Referencing
Framework
for
Skills Recognition
and
Mobility
Project

Australian self‐funded APEC
project (multi‐year).

Referencing frameworks
enable countries to establish

This project aims to establish
an APEC Integrated
Referencing Framework for
Skills Recognition and
Mobility, drawing together a
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In 2015 a Project Report and
OSF were developed. These are
available on the APEC Project
database.

broad confidence in systems
that underpin skills
development and standards
and are the centrepiece of
mutual recognition.

cohesive architecture with
the following key elements:
‐

This project will: determine
how referencing frameworks
can be integrated to support
recognition arrangements in
TVET across APEC; explore the ‐
feasibility of using existing
qualifications and quality
referencing frameworks as
the basis for a draft‐
referencing framework for
‐
regional
occupational
standards; development of a
draft referencing framework
for regional occupational
standards.

‐
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Building on a key recommendation
from the Establishment Phase
Project Report, the OSF has been
Occupational Standards
tested in the tourism industry
Framework (OSF): enables
sector (see project below).
common understanding
and comparison of skills
This sector was chosen given its
required for specific
importance to economies across
occupations and
APEC.
determination of the
relevance of skills held by
individuals;
Qualifications referencing Australia is undertaking a
consultation and socialisation
framework: enables
mapping against national phase of the Integrated
Referencing Framework project
qualification levels for
occupations/qualifications between October 2017 and March
,
2018. The consultations will include
Quality assurance
key industry and government
referencing framework:
stakeholders from the APEC
enables confidence in the economies involved in the two
quality of training with
APEC occupational standards
respect to occupational
development projects in the
standards and the
transport and logistics and tourism
integrity of qualifications
sectors (see projects below).
issued.
An Establishment Phase
was undertaken in
2015/16 to discuss and
develop the concept.
Twelve APEC economies

The outcomes from this phase will
inform a report to APEC HRD
Ministers in 2018, outlining
recommendations to improve

attended a workshop held recognition arrangements across
in Manila on 30
APEC.
September – 1 October
2015 to discuss the
elements of the
framework. The concept
was broadly agreed at this
meeting as a useful tool
to promote a highly
skilled workforce, and to
encourage skills
recognition and labour
mobility.
It is hoped that APEC Ministers
responsible
for
Human
Resources
Development
(HRD) can endorse the
framework in 2018.
Australia

Development of
an APEC Labor
Mobility
Framework

The purpose of this project is
to establish a policy platform
for regional cooperation on
labor mobility issues, and to
serve as a guide for
economies as they consider
the type of actions that can be
taken to address labor force
imbalances and complexities
associated
with
the

The key objective of the
project is to develop an APEC
Labor Mobility Framework as
a potential deliverable for
Leaders in 2017. Work on the
project began in 2015 with a
baseline study of the drivers
and barriers to labor mobility
in the APEC region. Work
continued in 2016 and 2017
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A Draft APEC Labor Mobility
Framework was completed in 2016
and endorsed by HRDWG. Senior
Officials noted it for further work in
2017 at a cross‐fora level.
A cross‐fora workshop was held on
18‐19 February 2017 on the scope
of the project and options for
developing the framework further

international movement of with the view to presenting
workers.
the Framework to Leaders for
endorsement in November
2017. This work will continue
in 2018 to build consensus on
the endorsement of the
project and its implantation.
Australia

Promoting Quality
Employment
Outcomes
for
Women in the
APEC Region

A two‐day HRDWG/PPWE
cross‐fora
workshop
on
strategies to improve quality
employment among low‐
skilled women in the region.
Other stakeholders include
the ILO, UN Women, and
other
international
organisations.

Objectives of the workshop
were to:
‐ Identify and share good
practices that support
better employment
outcomes for low‐skilled
women and new entrants
to the labor market.
‐ Build the capacity of
developing economies to
better support the
transition of the female
workforce from the
informal to the formal
economy.
‐ Contribute to qualitative
and quantitative analysis
of labor market outcomes
for women.
Following further research in
relation
to
addressing
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as a potential annex to the Leaders
Declaration in 2017.
The workshop established cross‐
fora Project Advisory Team to help
draft the annex which was
completed in August 2017.
A workshop was held on 6‐7 March
2017 in Bangkok.
Delegates considered a wide range
of strategies to improve quality
employment opportunities for
women, with a particular focus on
low‐skilled women and those at risk
of being caught in low quality jobs in
the informal economy.

occupational segregation in
the region, a final report will
be prepared to inform APEC
HRD Ministers in 2018.
Australia

Addressing
Structural Barriers
to
Human
Resource
Development – a
capacity‐building
workshop
for
targeted
APEC
developing
economies

Australian self‐funded project
(2017). Cosponsoring
economies: Canada,
Indonesia, Malaysia, New
Zealand, the Philippines,
Thailand, and Viet Nam.

Rapid technological change,
shifting workforce needs and
new business practices are
altering the employment
landscape at a pace with
which many economies are
struggling to keep up.
Developing human capital
under these conditions is a
challenge often compounded
by other prevailing structural
barriers. Complex regulatory
systems, bureaucratic
institutions or outdated
policy frameworks are among
the barriers that continue to

The purpose of this
workshop, planned for 14‐16
November 2017 in Kuala
Lumpur, is to help targeted
APEC developing economy
participants improve their
capacity to handle and
overcome the structural
barriers that are blocking the
effective development of
human resources in their
respective economies.
Targeted APEC economies are
Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Thailand and
Vietnam.
The workshop objectives are
to:
‐

‐
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identify specific structural
barriers that are impeding
the development of
human capital;
examine example policies
and programs that have
attempted to address
these barriers;

Program development for the
workshop is ongoing and targeted
economies will be approached for
participant nominations in mid‐
October 2017.

constrain several APEC
economies from
implementing progressive or
ambitious human resource
development strategies. As a
result, many economies are
not able to meet current and
future labour market
demands on a reliable or
sustainable basis.

‐

based on individual
economy circumstances,
develop options for
addressing barriers; and
‐ help economies formulate
a plan to adopt / adapt
the appropriate options.
At the end of this activity, the
expected outcomes may
include participants:

‐
This activity aims to
complement the EC’s ongoing
APEC structural reform work
and the HRDWG’s human
resource development
activities. The workshop will
also provide an additional
‐
platform to discuss the
results of the 2017 APEC
Economic Policy Report on
Structural Reform and Human
Capital Development.
‐
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having stronger
understanding and
knowledge of the
regulatory, institutional
and policy barriers to
human capital
development;
acquiring skills and
techniques to manage
and overcome these
barriers; and
developing a set of
actions that they could
adopt in their respective
economies in order to
remove the structural
impediments to human
capital development.

Australia

Developing
the
tourism
workforce of the
future
through
labour and skills
development,
certification and
mobility in the
APEC region

In order to support tourism
employment, build capacity
and respond to labour and
skills shortages in the APEC
region, this project explores
barriers and benchmark
approaches to facilitating
labour mobility, improving
career pathways, increasing
retention and enhancing
access to improved training.
It also identifies examples of
best practice in recruitment,
career pathways, retention,
skills development, labour
mobility and workforce
planning.
This project responds directly
to the Philippines 2015 APEC
priority of Investing in Human
Capital Development. It
promotes investing in people
as core drivers of
competitiveness through the
development of 21st century
skills by matching these skills
to industry needs. In 2014,
under the APEC Connectivity

The objectives of the project
are to:
‐ Identify tourism
workforce gaps and
assess opportunities to
address these gaps to
improve customer service
quality and enhance
employment outcomes in
the tourism sector,
including through
cooperation on measures
to provide greater access
to tourism training and
enhance workforce
mobility across the
region.
‐ Explore barriers to
increasing tourism labour
mobility, career
pathways, retention and
skills development across
the APEC region,
especially for young
people, women and
SMEs.
‐ Identify best practice in
recruitment, career
pathways, retention, skills
development, labour
mobility and workforce
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The project’s report provides an in‐
depth analysis of key trends, issues
and opportunities in relation to
tourism skills shortages, industry
perceptions, recruitment, retention
and labour mobility in the APEC
region. Several overarching issues
were identified including women
and youth, training and skills
certification, labour mobility and
migration, and staff recruitment
and retention in SMEs.
The project’s final report was
endorsed by members at the APEC
TWG 50th meeting in Viet Nam in
February 2018.
Report can be accessed here:
http://publications.apec.org/public
ation‐detail.php?pub_id=1837

Blueprint for 2015‐2025,
APEC Leaders committed to
strengthening people‐to‐
people connectivity through
human resources
development and welcomed
the APEC Action Plan for
Promoting Quality
Employment and
Strengthening People‐to‐
People Connectivity through
Human Resources
Development. This project
complements this work and
the ABAC’s work on the Earn
Learn Return model ‐ a new
framework for managing the
movement of workers in the
APEC Region to address
business needs.

‐

planning to enable APEC
economies to use this
evidence in policy and
program development to
ease workforce and skills
shortages and create
long‐term career
pathways for young
people and women across
the APEC region.
Develop/suggest policy
recommendations/strateg
ies for training
requirements, skills
development, and labour
mobility based on the
project results/findings
for informational and
decision making purposes
by APEC economies.

Mixed methodology –
qualitative and quantitative.
Key stakeholders include
businesses, government,
industry bodies, educators
and NGOs throughout APEC.
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Australia

Australian
Consensus
Framework (ACF)
for
Ethical
Collaboration in
the
Australian
Medical Sector

Since 2010, APEC has
supported the development
of statements articulating
ethical principles for business
and the healthcare sector in
order to maximise the
interests of patients and
consumers, enhance access
to safe and effective
healthcare, and build public
trust. APEC Statements of
ethical principles have been
developed or are under
development in a number of
APEC member economies.

The ACF stems from the APEC
forum’s call to promote
coordinated ethical business
practices. The ACF aims to
create a set of ethical
principles reflected in a
consensus framework
statement to be implemented
within the health sector
nationally.

The ACF has produced its
primary document “A
Consensus Statement of
Shared Values and Ethical
Principles for Collaboration
and Interaction among
Organisations in the
Healthcare Sector” which was
finalised in May 2018.

Currently 56 organisations spanning
the Australian Medical sector have
become signatories to the
document.

On 20 July 2018, an Australian
delegation attended the launch of
the ACF Initiative at the APEC
Business Ethics for SME Forum, in
Tokyo. The ACF’s principle
The document’s purpose is
document was presented in Tokyo.
to:
In recognition of the considerable
- Promote collaboration effort in developing the ACF,
interaction among
Australia was acknowledged for its
healthcare sector
ethical leadership and awarded the
organisations and
“APEC Business Ethics for SMEs
those who work within 2018 Lighthouse Award” by the U.S
them that benefits
Deputy Assistant Secretary of
patients, consumers,
Commerce for Asia who publicly
communities,
recognised the ACF as the largest
populations,
healthcare systems and initiative in the world of its type.
the healthcare sector.
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-

Encourage better
dialogue, trust and
respect between and
amongst organisations

Australian officials and the ACF
leadership group are currently

Leaders from industry
associations, companies,
health care professional
organisations, patient groups,
government authorities, and
other stakeholders from
across the APEC member
economies have met annually
for the last five years to drive
change and influence in this
area.

The ACF forum convenes
senior leaders from the
Australian Medical Sector
associations, companies,
healthcare professional
organisations, patient
organisations, governments
and other important health
stakeholders from across the
APEC member economies,
including Australia.

in the healthcare
sector.
-

-

Enhance the integrity
and trustworthiness of
organisations in the
healthcare sector.

Promote public
confidence and trust in
healthcare sector
organisations by
demonstrating a
shared commitment to
integrity and ethics.
Many organisations
participating in the initiative
have formally endorsed the
principles document and will
be consulted regarding
implementation and applying
the principles through their
own codes of conduct.

The ACF leadership group
represents organisations for a
multitude of areas in the
healthcare system, including
the Royal Australian College
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planning the implementation stage
of the initiative,

The implementation phase is
expected to be finalised prior to the
next APEC meeting scheduled in
2019, in Santiago, Chile. The ACF
would welcome the opportunity to
provide an update at this meeting.

of Physicians, Australian
Orthopaedic Association,
Medical Technology
Association of Australia,
Medicines Australia and
Australian Hospitals and
Healthcare Association.

Australia

Development of
an APEC Labor
Mobility
Framework

The purpose of this project is
to establish a policy platform
for regional cooperation on
labor mobility issues, and to
serve as a guide for
economies as they consider
the type of actions that can be
taken to address labor force
imbalances and complexities
associated
with
the
international movement of
workers.

The key objective of the
project is to develop an APEC
Labor Mobility Framework to
guide actions on three
priorities; 1 Data collection
and building the evidence
base; 2) Fostering an enabling
environment for mobility; and
3) Addressing high labor
mobility costs and regulatory
complexities.

Work on the project began in
2015 with a baseline study of
the drivers and barriers to
labor mobility in the APEC
region. Work continued in
2016 and 2017 with the view
to presenting the Framework
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This project is now complete, but
was not presented to Leaders as
originally planned. The Human
Resources Working Group noted the
final output, Initiative on Labor
Mobility Cooperation, in February
2018.

to Leaders for endorsement in
November 2017.
Chile

Digital
2020

Agenda It is a roadmap to advance
towards digital development,
in an inclusive and sustainable
way through information and
communication technologies
by
adopting
concrete
measures. Specific measures
are structured upon the work
done by a public‐private
partnership,
formed
by
representatives of the public
sector,
corporations,
academics and civil society.
The working team is formed
by representatives of the
ministries that are most
directly related to the Digital
Development policies of the
country, namely, the General
Secretariat of the Presidency,
Ministry
of
Economy,
Development and Tourism,
and Ministry of Transport and
Telecommunications.

To transform the massive use
of technologies to reduce
inequalities and provide more
and better opportunities for
development.
The Digital Agenda has 5
pillars, which set strategic
guidelines
that
should
conform 60 measures.
The pillars are:
Rights
for
Development

the

Digital

The lines of action are (i) to
develop
a
regulatory
framework for the digital
setting and (ii) to work
respecting fundamental rights
in the digital development.
Digital connectivity
The main challenge is to
ensure digital connectivity
within the whole country with
high‐speed and high‐quality
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The progress achieved to date can
be viewed by visiting the following
web page:
http://www.agendadigital.gob.cl/#/
seguimiento

The Ministry of Finance has
also been involved in the work
team by supervising and
approving
all
budgetary
aspects.

networks, at affordable prices.
The lines of action are (i) to
provide high quality digital
access to all the population
and (ii) to improve the
conditions for a higher quality
connectivity service.
Digital Government
The focus is to build a State
that responds to citizen
demands in a timely, efficient
and effective manner, and on
equal terms (regardless of
geographical location).
The lines of action are (i) to
expand the use of State online
services and assure its quality,
(ii) support State sectoral
policies through the use of
technology, (iii) strengthen an
open and transparent State,
and (iv) promote a more
dynamic and innovative State
Digital Economy
Encourage the development
of the digital economy as a
tool to contribute to the
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country's
growth,
diversification
and
the
sophistication
of
the
economy. The lines of action
are (i) to transform companies
digitally, (ii) to promote the
growth of the ICT sector, and
(iii)
to
promote
entrepreneurship and digital
innovation
Digital Competences
Improve the quality of
education
through
new
contents and technological
resources
focused
on
teachers and students. In
addition,
facilitate
the
employability
and
job
placement of those who
graduate from technical and
professional careers in ICT.
The lines of action are (i) to
Improve the quality of
education through digital
technologies and (ii) to
address
open
job
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opportunities in the digital
era.

Chile

Evaluate
strategies
regarding
the
mobility of young
apprentices
in
formative stage at
a technical level,

To develop a joint program
among the countries of the
Pacific Alliance in order to
facilitate the mobility of young
apprentices in the formative
stage at a technical and
technological level

The
objective
is
the
accomplishment of labor
practices in any of the
member countries of the
Pacific Alliance

The Group of Experts on youth
mobility is integrated, whose
objective is the preparation of a
road map for the development of
the project

China

Cultural
China Disabled People’s
Performance in Performing
Arts
Troupe
APEC Economies
staged several and will stage
more performances in APEC
economies.

China

Internet+ Training The training is designed for The training aims to introduce The training is under preparation
for Persons with persons with disabilities from the skills and opportunities and will be held in the fourth
Disabilities
APEC economies.
brought by e‐commerce to quarter.
persons with disabilities and
thus
increase
their

China Disabled People’s Most of those performances were
Performing
Arts
Troupe successfully staged and some are
staged performance in the under preparation.
U.S. in February, in Korea in
March, in Thailand in April,
and in Hong Kong in
September and will stage
more performances in the
U.S. and Canada in November.
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employment and productivity.
China offers to fund the
tuition fee, meals and
accommodation
of
40
trainees.

China

APEC GVC & CBET It is an initiative by ABAC
Workshop
China, to promote digital
innovation
and
entrepreneurship,
through
two 12‐day workshops across
China, including seminars,
group
discussions,
field
visiting, and networking
event, to introduce best
practices gained in China,
exchange innovative ideas
and network with peers and
potential partners. (ABAC
China will fully sponsor the
whole program including the
travel costs of every attendee)

To invite 25‐50
representatives of SMEs,
Women led enterprises,
associated policy makers to
come to China, to share, to
learn, to network, and get
ready for the coming digital
revolution.
1. Organize 10+ seminars,
from new global value chains,
online branding, to digital
trading, social marketing,
etc.;
2. Host in‐depth discussions
on real‐life issues, invite
industry experts and
professors to join the
discussion, guide problem
solving.
3. Host networking events for
attendees to further know
each other, make new
friends;
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By Oct 8th, 2018, over 25 attendees
across 10 economies have been
selected to fly over to China for this
event, including Chile, Hong Kong
China, etc. More information will be
provided in late Oct.

4. Organize field visiting in
Beijing and Hangzhou to take
a look at how digital economy
creates
new
business
opportunities for everyone.
China

Cross‐Border E‐
commerce
Platform for
Assistive
Technology

The platform is mainly
designed to facilitate trading
and on‐line fitting of assistive
technology.

The e‐commerce platform
developed by China Assistive
Devices and Technology
Centre for Persons with
Disabilities and China
International Electronic
Committee Center aims to
make assistive technology
more accessible and
affordable for persons with
disabilities. Over 5000
varieties of assistive devices
from 200 assistive technology
enterprises are now available
on the platform.

The platform has come into shape
and is under continuous
improvement and seeking broader
cooperation.

China

The Lancang‐
Mekong
Multilateral
Cooperation on
Assistive
Technology

The project is designed to
enhance exchanges among
China, Thailand, Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam
in the field of assistive
technology.

Researches are being
conducted on the status quo
and development of assistive
technology in the above‐
mentioned countries. A
training was held in China in

The project will be completed by
December.
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July for 18 trainees from
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and
Vietnam. China will donate
assistive devices to people
with visual and mobility
impairment in Cambodia by
the end of October.
Hong Kong,
China

Tourism
operation

co‐ HKC is located at one of the
starting points of the 21st
Century Maritime Silk Road,
and is well connected with a
diversified
array
of
destinations nearby in the
region. Attractions in HKC
together with destinations in
the region have their own
distinctive features which
pose great potential for
developing
“multi‐
destination” itineraries. We
welcome opportunities to
foster tourism cooperation
with APEC economies with a
view to attracting more long‐
haul visitors to travel to the
region
on
a
“multi‐
destination” basis.

HKC will organise the
International Tourism
Convention (“Convention”)
under the themes of Belt and
Road Initiative and
Guangdong‐Hong Kong‐
Macao Greater Bay Area
development on 12
December 2018 to foster
tourism exchanges and
collaboration along the Belt
and Road and within the
Greater Bay Area.
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HKC is inviting stakeholders,
including
government
representatives from the APEC
economies, to participate in the
Convention to explore tourism
cooperation opportunities.

Japan

Mekong ‐Japan

Japan will further promote
infrastructure development in
Connectivity
the Mekong region and make
Initiative
efforts
to
enhance
[New
Existing institutional connectivity and
people‐to‐people connectivity
Initiative]
so that the whole region can
benefit from the growth. This
initiative also aims to
strengthen
the
ASEAN
Community by promoting
regional integration.

This initiative, which was
adopted at the 8th Mekong‐
Japan Summit Meeting in
2016, is expected to develop
industrial human resources
who will support the growth
in the region and also
strengthen people‐to‐people
connectivity so that the
region can develop as a
whole.
The Governments of Japan
and Mekong countries
reviewed the qualitative and
quantitative progress in the
field of human resource
development under the
initiative at the 11th Japan‐
Mekong Foreign Ministerial
Meeting (Eg. Japan’s ODA
projects contributed to
training 17,150 people in
management section of
private sector in Mekong
Countries since 2015.)
The Government of Japan
announced at the 10th Japan‐
Mekong Summit Meeting in
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The Second Workshop on
Connectivity Enhancement in
Mekong Region was held to
strengthen people‐to‐people
connectivity in the Mekong region
in March 2018.
Strengthening human resource
development was also discussed in
the third SLWG meeting in April
2018. .
The Governments of Japan and
Mekong countries reviewed the
qualitative and quantitative
progress in the field of human
resource development under the
initiative at the 11th Japan‐Mekong
Foreign Ministerial Meeting.

October 2018 that the
Government of Japan will
engage in human resource
development for approx.
30,000 people in order to
contribute to industrial
development and realization
of SDGs in Mekong countries.
Japan

Enhancing Mutual
Recognition and
Regional
Cooperation for
Skills and Job
Qualifications in
the APEC Region

To contribute to enhancing
“people‐to‐people
connectivity”,
“fostering
human capital development”
and “promoting trade and
investment liberalization and
facilitation”, this project was
proposed to conduct studies
[New
Existing
and to develop common
initiative]
understanding about the
current state of qualifications,
skills,
and
professional
recognition in APEC. This
project seeks to raise
awareness regarding the
achievements
and
best
practices of existing initiatives
to mutually recognized skills
and job qualifications and to
build
human
resource
development (HRD) capacity

1) To better understand the
achievements and challenges
of existing mutual recognition
arrangements of “skills and
job qualifications”, as well as
the related cooperation of
job qualifications in the both
public and private sectors
among member economies.
2) To raise awareness of their
possible functions such as
enhancing skilled labor
mobility, cultivating labor
quality and improving local
business environment,
through conducting and
sharing case studies such as
APEC Engineer, APEC
Architect, MRAs in ASEAN, IT
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A series of literature research and
interviews were conducted across
APEC economies, and assembled
eight case profiles of initiatives that
include efforts led by both the
public and private sectors. Along
with the intensive researches, a
workshop also held in May with
invited four experts in each
specialized fields from Australia,
Japan, Chinese Taipei and Viet
Nam. The research findings in the
midterm as well as the experiences
and challenges of each respective
professional field were shared and
discussed.
The final report was published in
December 2017.

among
APEC
economies.

member engineers examination and
other related cooperation.
3) To develop
implications/recommendatio
ns for further progress of
mutual recognition and
related cooperation of job
qualifications, and provide
those insights with HRDWG
and other related fora
through discussing/compiling
the studies.
The duration of this project is
from Dec 2016 to Dec 2017.

Japan

・Objective: To promote
mutual trust and
understanding, and to build a
basis for future friendship
and cooperation.

KAKEHASHI
Project
[New
initiative]

Youth exchange program
between Japan and North
America (the U.S. and
Existing
Canada)

・Approximately 1,900 people
participated in the program in FY
2017.

・Scale: Approximately 1,500
people will be involved in FY
2018.
Japan

JENESYS2018

As a continuation project of
“JENESYS 2017” which was
[New
Existing
implemented in Japan’s Fiscal
initiative]
Year
(JFY)
2017,

･To promote mutual trust
and understanding, and to
build a basis for future
friendship and cooperation.
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･Approximately 5,100 people
participated in the programs as of
March 2018.

“JENESYS2018” was launched ･Approximately 3,500 people
in April 2018.
will be involved between
Japan and Asia‐Pacific region
under JENESYS 2018.
Tourism
Facilitation
[New Existing
initiative]

Various
visa
facilitation Further promotion of people‐ Japan has conducted various visa
initiatives taken by Japan
to‐people exchanges
facilitation initiatives including
introducing multiple entries visa
and easing visa requirements as
well as applying visa waiver for
APEC economies up to date.
For example, Japan relaxed the visa
requirements
for
Philippines’
businesspersons,
cultural
and
intellectual figures on August 1,
2018. On the same day, further
relaxation of requirements of
multiple entries visa was introduced
for nationals of the Independent
State of Papua New Guinea.

Japan

Utilising
Passenger Name
Records to
Facilitate Travel

Passenger Name Record (PNR)
is a list of passengers’
identification data sent by
transportation
service
providers
to
pertinent
authorities. Japan’s Customs
Law mandates airlines to
provide PNR data to Japan

Through proper vetting and
risk analysis of airline
passengers,
entry
for
legitimate
and
low‐risk
travelers could be facilitated
and time and resources could
be focused instead on
passengers deemed to be
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On‐going.
Implementation of PNR in Japan is
introduced as one of the case
studies in the “Case Study for
Connectivity Challenges” which is
currently being drafted by PSU.

Korea

Initiative to
Expand Visa
Waiver

Customs upon request as well
as authorizing the bureau to
request PNR data on
outbound passengers, which
allows
pre‐screening
of
passengers.

high‐risk. For passengers, PNR
can reduce processing time at
immigration and customs
since authorities already have
their data and initial screening
has been done prior to arrival,
which contributes to smooth
travel facilitation. Airlines also
benefit
from
reducing
passenger‐clearing
times,
reducing costly delays and
waiting time at the gate.

Currently,
Korea
allows
nationals of 15 out of 20 APEC
members besides itself to
travel to Korea for short‐term
visits without a visa through
Bilateral
agreement
or
reciprocity (Australia, Brunei,
Canada, Chile, Hong Kong,
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New
Zealand,
Peru,
Russia,
Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand,
The United States). Korea
allows nationals who hold
diplomatic and/or official
and/or service passports of 4
economies (China, Indonesia,
The Philippines, and Viet Nam)

By exempting visas for
nationals of 15 APEC
members who hold valid
passports and for nationals of
4 APEC members who hold
valid diplomatic and/or
official and/or service
passports, Korea enables
virtually free movement in its
territory for the nationals of
APEC members.

196

to travel to Korea for short‐
term visits without a visa as
well.
Korea

No‐visa Entry for
Foreigners in
Transit

(1) This policy allows 5days
no‐ visa entry for Chinese
group tourists arriving in
International Airports
(Incheon, Gimhae, Yangyang,
Cheongju, Muan, Daegu,
Gimpo) intending to travel to
Jeju island by transferring to a
domestic flight (*Yangyang:
10 days)

Objective: To facilitate
personnel exchange and
vitalize economy through the
expansion of no‐visa entry
policy

The SES project allows mutual
use of automated immigration
clearance
service
upon
agreement
between
economies.

Objective: To simplify trusted
travelers’ immigration
clearance service

As of September 2018, transit
travelers spent 4.78 billion KRW
since the policy implementation.

Timeframe: Pilot program in
the second half of 2012, full
implementation and
expansion of participating
(2) Also, it allows 3days no‐
airports since May 2013.
visa entry for those bound for
a third country/economy and
participating in the Transit
Impact: The number of
Tourism Program hosted by
transit travelers hit
the Incheon International
approximately 630,000 since
Airport Corporation
the implementation.
Korea

Expanded Use of
Smart Entry
Service (SES)

Timeframe: Implementation
of the mutual use of
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This program contributed to
enhancing safety and efficient
border control by providing
expedited
and
convenient

automated immigration
clearance service

immigration clearance service to
trusted travelers.

‐ (June 2012) with US: SES‐
GE
‐ (December 2013) with
HK :SES‐eChannel
‐ (December 2016) with
Macau :SES‐APC
‐ (June 2018 )with Taiwan:
SES‐E‐gate
Impact: Crowdedness
relieved at airports and
vitalization of personnel
exchange

* Total number of registrants
as of September 2018:
104,277
Korea

APEC Business
Travel Card
(ABTC)

This initiative enables ABTC
holders to travel fast and
efficiently by traveling without
a visa and using priority
immigration processing lanes
among 19 ABTC Parties.

Revision of regulations on domestic
Objectives: To vitalize trade
and investment by facilitating card issuance
movement of APEC business
‐ Extension of card validity from 3
travelers
years to 5 years, ease of regulations
on card issuance for small scale
enterprises in September 2017
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Timeframe: Implemented
since 1997

‐ Expansion of eligibility to the
business people employed in
foreign economies in October 2017

Impact: Supporting trade
activities of ABTC holders
*The number of domestic
cardholders is 48,756 as of
September 2018.
Korea

Expanded
Issuance of
Electronic Visa

This
policy
enables Objective: To attract global
professionals
such
as talents and tourists
professor, researcher, and
medic group tourists to apply
visa online
Timeframe:
‐ March 2013 ‐
implementation
‐ January 2015 ‐ gradual
expansion to Chinese group
tourists
‐ March 2016 ‐ fully expanded
to Chinese group tourists

Impact: Streamlined entry
procedure for tourists
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As of September 2018,
approximately 114 thousand
foreign nationals received Korean
visas through Korea Visa Portal
without visiting diplomatic
Missions.

Korea

Korea

Concluding
Arrangements on
Working Holiday
Program (WHP)

Education
Cooperation
Project (ECP)

Initiative to Conclude More
Working
Holiday
Agreements/Memorandum of
Understanding (MOUs) with
APEC economies: Korea has
already concluded Working
Holiday Agreements/MOUs
with 8 APEC members (United
States, Japan, Australia, New
Zealand, Canada, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, and Chile).

Korea hopes that the
expansion of the Working
Holiday Program among APEC
members encourages youth
mobility and mutual cultural
understanding within APEC.

The Education Cooperation
Project (ECP), which is also
known as the Gyeongju
Initiative, was adopted at the
5th
APEC
Education
Ministerial Meeting (AEMM)
in 2012. The goal of the ECP is
to provide a meaningful
foundation
for
policy
development and visible
implementation
of
educational
cooperation.
Educational
cooperation
strategies produced through
the ECP shall ultimately be
used to formulate education
projects, which will serve as a
supportive basis for both the

The Education Cooperation
model suggests education
should achieve its key role
contributing to economic
development, aligning with
the directions of APEC
Leaders and Education
Ministers. It could be
achieved by three elements:
1) Enrichment of educational
resources and content; 2)
Expansion of educational
cooperation opportunities;
and 3) Elaboration of
educational cooperation
aligned with economic
development. As a macro‐
level structure of the
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The Korean research team made a
research
about
Education
Cooperation Model and Strategies.
The final report of the ECP was
submitted at the 6th AEMM as
directed by the 5th AEMM. The
Ministers
extended
sincere
appreciation to the ROK for its
efforts for the submission of the ECP
and noted that the report contains
Education Cooperation Model and
strategies to enhance educational
cooperation through the Joint
Ministerial Statement of the 6th
AEMM.

Korea
APEC Community
for Education
Innovation (APEC
CEDI)

economic growth and the
joint prosperity in the Asia‐
Pacific region. The ECP
corresponds to the common
goals of APEC by endorsing
the active participation of all
member economies and
collaborating with other APEC
fora.

cooperation model, the
foundations enables member
economies to implement
educational project and
related cooperative activities
with the support of voluntary
partnership, information on
the need for collaboration and
support for cooperation.
Based on the foundations,
three approaches – Public‐
Private Partnership (PPP),
Global Cooperation Skills, and
On/Off‐line Partnership –
could aid member economies
to achieve targeted goals of
education cooperation while
designing and facilitating
cooperative activities among
member economies.

APEC economies have been
steadily developing education
policy and curriculum as well
as accumulating innovative
experiences.
In
this
connection, APEC Community
for Education Innovation
(CEDI) meets a need among
APEC economies to share

APEC CEDI activities include
the following: 1) Joint
Research between APEC
member economies, 2) Web
Portal Operation and
Management, and 3) APEC
CEDI Pilot Program. APEC
CEDI will invite participants
from private, public, and
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In November 2017, the Republic of
Korea held a meeting between co‐
sponsoring economies of the
project. As a result, participating
economies
discussed
about
research subjects. In 2018, six
researchers and experts from four
economies composed the CEDI
Group to conduct an international

Korea
APEC Learning
Community for
shared prosperity
(ALCom)

innovative experiences, which
have been instrumental in
providing
tangible
achievements. It provides a
chance
for
member
economies to conduct joint
research, with a view to
finding successful practices on
such subjects as innovative
education and HRD and also
to finding practical application
in public‐private sectors.

academic sectors such as
joint research, which is the basis of
innovative entrepreneurs,
the pilot program that would begin
policy makers, and education from 2020.
specialists, who will be
recommended from member
economies. Firstly, it
implements joint‐research on
specific sub‐themes reflecting
the needs of the participating
economies. The second
activity will be the sharing of
joint research results,
information, and know‐hows
for implementation of
innovative practices. Finally, it
is to design an APEC CEDI
Pilot Program, which is a
practical education model for
member economies.

The
APEC
Learning
Community
for
Shared
Prosperity
(ALCom)
is
intended
to
implement
international
cooperative
activities originating from the
APEC Learning Community
Builders (ALCoB). With its
membership reaching 6,000,
ALCoB members are involved

ALCom aims to narrow the
digital divide within the APEC
region based on the human
network connected by online
and offline education‐related
activities. This connection is
essential for grasping
educational and cultural gaps,
as well as for exchanging ICT‐
related information and
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Since its initial steps, ALCom has
contributed to the significant
growth of international cooperation
in education through ALCoB
activities. Ever since its launch in
2003, ALCoB has taken a leading
role in generating practical
educational outcomes based on
accumulation of knowledge and

in various voluntary activities,
including
cooperation
projects,
international
conferences, and workshops
in cross‐border settings. This
project focuses not only on
qualitative enhancements of
ALCoB’s capacities, but also
fosters self‐motivated and
creative educational activities
while
promoting
global
cooperation.

knowledge among the APEC
member economies under
the auspices of the APEC
Learning Community on a
voluntary basis consistent
with individual economies’
circumstance through
operation of ALCoB.
Moreover, ALCoB composed
of academia, business and
government contributes to
the promotion of connectivity
through its various activities
and programs, such as ALCoB
Internet Volunteers, ALCoB
Cooperative Project, and
International ALCoB
Conference, Asia‐Pacific
Collaborative education
Journal (APCJ), APEC
Edutainment Exchange
Program (AEEP) and Online
Community.

203

experience. As of 2017, the
accumulated number of registers
has reached to 5,264 on the online
community. In addition to its
increase in online platform, the
number of ALCoB members soared,
recording approximately 6,000
from 20 APEC member economies
and 3 non‐member economies.
Also, to enhance connectivity
within ALCoB, programs like ALCoB
Internet Volunteers (AIV) was
conducted in four economies in
2017 and four economies in 2018
to narrow down the digital divide in
APEC and enhanced people‐to‐
people connectivity between
educational teachers, students, and
experts.
Specifically, APEC Edutainment
Exchange Program (AEEP) was held
in Ha Noi, Viet Nam in November
2017, accumulating 39 college
students from 10 economies under
the theme “Social Entrepreneurship
as a Tool to Solve Social Problems in
APEC region”, encouraging students
to attain knowledge about socio‐
economic innovation and business

environment in the digital age. As a
result, AEEP contributed to enhance
people‐to‐people
connectivity
between students and enhanced
cooperation between relevant
organizations in the Republic of
Korea and Viet Nam.
Korea

APEC Future
Education
Consortium
(AFEC)

The AFEC has three pillars:
APEC Future Education Forum
(AFEF), ALCoB School
Network (ASNet) and
APEC Future Education
Consortium Steering
Committee (AFEC SC).
These programs are designed
to produce theoretical and
practical outputs in terms of
future education and allow
member economies to share
the outputs and benefits. As
the one and only EDNET
project with subject interest
on ‘the future of education,’
the outputs spread into the
human network consisting of
educational
practitioners,

The AFEF aims to provide
future education models and
ways to utilize these models
in school settings, and in the
long run, achieve mutual
prosperity in the Asia‐Pacific
region. Also, the forum serves
to provide an academic
model for future education,
while the ASNet takes the
model and elaborates on how
to fit it into school settings. It
has continuously provided a
place to present future
education models and discuss
the outcomes of the models
after applying them in the
classrooms. The models and
academic theories proposed
during the forum are to be
applied in the next year’s
ASNet projects. The results
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Since its approval at the 26th APEC
HRDWG in 2004, the AFEF has first
been held in 2005 and continued to
be annually held in various member
economies. The 2017 AFEF was
held in Vietnam and accumulated
200 participants. The forum took
the role of the representative
educational forum in the APEC
region and provided a place to
discuss the recent trend of the
school policy and to share the
network of the practitioners
including the government officials,
experts, and teachers.
The 2018 AFEF will be co‐hosted by
the Ministry of Education, Republic
of Korea and Department of
Education, the Philippines in
Manila. Under the theme “Future
Education for Harnessing Inclusive
Opportunities in the Digital Age”,

such as government officials, and improvement plan
experts, and teachers.
deriving from the ASNet
projects are to be discussed
in the forum, as a feedback
on the original academic
research, followed by sharing
knowledge and information
by disseminating the
outcomes of international
cooperative projects among
APEC member economies in
the APEC Future Education
Forum and International
ALCoB Conference held
annually.

inviting about 250 participants,
guests and speakers in total to
discuss issues and subjects related
to education and digital age.
In addition, ASNet has been
expanded with active participation
of member economies’ K‐12
schools. As of 2018, the total
number of participating schools is
78 from 9 member economies.
Especially, it has expanded its
network to Latin America region,
inviting 2 Peruvian schools to join.

The venue and the hosting
economies of the AFEF are
decided at the APEC Future
Education Consortium
Steering Committee (AFEC
SC), as well as annual
activities of ASNet.

Korea

APEC e‐Learning
Training Program

APEC e‐Learning Training Annually, three rounds of
Program
(AeLT)
is
a AeLT are comprised as a
specialized training course for blended on and off‐line
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The AeLT serves as a capacity
building program for the trainees to
enhance their understanding about

government officials, scholars,
and experts to enhance the
quality of education by the
advanced technologies and
cultivate next generation
leaders in Human Resources
Development. The program
consists of a blended on and
off‐line e‐Learning Training
curriculum customized for the
needs of the trainees and the
participating
member
economies.

learning. APEC e‐Learning
Center receives trainee
recommendations from
member economies’
Ministries of Education, who
are invited to the Republic of
Korea for a week‐long off‐line
training program in regard to
Korea’s e‐Learning policies,
exemplary cases and
collaborative study,
presenting e‐Learning policies
and exemplary cases from
trainees’ economies. Prior
and after the off‐line training
program, the trainees also
participate in an on‐line pre‐
and post‐training program to
better analyze and present
project proposal to develop
e‐Learning system and
policies in regard to ICT in
education. In addition, alumni
day is convened in trainees’
economies to strengthen
human network among the
AeLT trainees.
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e‐Learning, which enhances
education and digital divide in
APEC.
In 2017, 37 education policymakers
and experts from 10 member
economies participated in the AeLT
and developed people‐to‐people
connectivity.

Korea
Fostering ASEAN
Future Leaders
2017/2018
(Daejeon
University)

Korea

APEC Framework
for Youth
Education,
Employment and
Entrepreneurship

20 students who are currently
enrolled
in
universities
excelling in ICT or social
sciences in ASEAN will be
granted scholarships for an
educational program that
enables them to share and
discuss transnational issues
relevant to political, economic
and social circumstances
among ASEAN economies and
Korea for one year (two
semesters). Moreover, the
students will have an
internship program during the
winter break for 2 months at
several
national
and
international organizations.
The APEC Framework, which
was adopted by the Human
Resources Working Group on
August 26, 2016, attempts to
provide policy guidance and a
framework for cooperation
for boosting youth
employability and addressing
skills deficit in the Asia Pacific
region.

Objectives:
Security
cooperation,
human
development, social welfare,
practical
empowerment
through internship programs

The project that has been
implemented since 2002 fully takes
advantage of the improvement of
the Korea‐ASEAN exchange and
relationship through the human
network of students and alumni
from ASEAN economies built from
Project Period: September 15 years of experience in
implementing the program.
2015 ‐ August 2016

Long‐term goal: Contribute to
Korea‐ASEAN cooperation
and assist education of
ASEAN’s future leaders.

The Framework is a response
to the calls by APEC Leaders
in 2015 to increase economic
participation of youth in the
region and APEC’s
contribution to the
implementation of the UN
Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) 8.6 commitment
to reduce the share of youth
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As a follow‐up action to the “APEC
Framework for Youth Education,
Employment,
and
Entrepreneurship”, which was
adopted by the 2016 HRDWG and
reflected in the joint statement of
the
6thEducation
Ministerial
Meeting as well as the AMM Joint
Statement in 2016, Korea plans to
hold a policy forum on youth

Malaysia

My APEC Youth
Connect

The Framework, which sets not in education,
out the importance of cross‐ employment and training
border
education (NEET).
cooperation, facilitation of
mobility of youth, and
qualification
recognition
framework, will contribute to
enhancing people‐to‐people
connectivity within the region.

employment in May 2018 in Seoul,
where policy makers from each
APEC economy will be invited to
share their experiences and discuss
ways to move forward as well as
policy options to enhance the
employability of youth within the
Asia‐Pacific region.

 Recognising the significant  My APEC Youth Connect,
benefits that can be
piloted by Malaysia, offers
derived from the APEC’s
4 to 12 months’ work
connectivity
initiatives,
placements in Malaysia and
Malaysia has launched the
APEC economies to create
MyAPEC YouthConnect on
a network of APEC youth
18 October 2016.
with local insight and global
perspective
of
doing
business in APEC.

 January 2017: 54 Malaysian
companies onboard.
 February 2017: Presentation at
ABAC Meeting in Bangkok,
Thailand
 April 2017: Presentation at ABAC
Meeting in Seoul, Korea
 October 2017: ASEAN 5 Job Fair
in Busan, South Korea.
 Top Employers (Jan 2017 – Dec
2017)
 Overall Placements in 2017
Country

South Korea
Taiwan
Japan
Indonesia
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No. of
MyAPEC
Youth
81
45
37
33

Rank
1
2
3
4
5

Mexico

Participation of
two
representatives
from the Mexican
Ministry of Energy
in the 4th APEC
Oil and Gas
Security Network
and in the Expert
Group on Clean
Fossil Energy
2018 Meeting on
Oil and Gas both
held on March 7,
8 and 9, 2018 in
Tokyo, Japan.

The participation of the
Ministry of Energy in both
meetings,
supports
the
activities of the Asia‐Pacific
Energy Research Centre
(APEC). The participants who
attended the event, provided
information to the Centre
about the main indicators of
oil and gas in Mexico, gave a
presentation on those topics
and proposed ideas on
international and institutional
collaboration.

Companies
AirAsia X Berhad
AirAsia Berhad
PwC
GE
Intel

To expose the main indicators
on the oil and gas sector in
Mexico, inform the status of
actions in security of supply
matters, propose
collaboration means and
implement best practices,
considering the experience of
other member economies.

Thailand
Viet Nam
China
Philippines
Malaysia
Brunei Darussalam
United States
Singapore
Total

13
9
5
5
2
1
1
1
233

One of the main topics held in both
meetings, was the institutional
collaboration to strengthen the
energy sector; according to this
objective, Mexico proposed to
develop the International Seminar
for the Development of the Natural
Sector, with the support of the APEC
project funding; After approving all
the filters, currently said seminar is
The meetings were held on
in the implementation phase and
March 7, 8 and 9, 2018 in
will be carried out on October 16
Tokyo, Japan. Several ideas
and 17, 2018
obtained from the events
were translated into concrete
actions on the part of the
Mexican Economy.
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Mexico

Capacity Building
for Community‐
Based Long‐Term
Care Supported
by High‐Tech
Low‐Cost
Resources

Demand for long‐term care
(LTC) for older people
increases in Low and Middle
Income Countries (LAMIC)
economies where formal LTC
systems are scarce or
inexistent and therefore,
informal care remains the
main source of care provision.

Economies need to respond
establishing sustainable and
equitable
LTC
systems,
presenting opportunities for
innovation,
and
market
development.

The project is focused on the
benchmarking of available
resources and best practices
in Japan and Thailand
through 4 main activities:

Among the expected results of the
project are:

1) A Final report on the current
situation regarding CBLTC in
participating economies;
including a review of the CBLTC
1) identify and prioritize
system in Japan and Thailand;
needs and specific areas of
focus and collect information 2) The description of the
development process of the
for comparison on existing
pilot intervention designed for
LTC initiatives;
CBLTC with the fundamentals
necessary to develop similar
2) assessment of existing
interventions in any of the
training in LTC, aiming to
participating economies; and
build on past experiences;
including training program,
3) the preliminary adaptation
standards of care and quality
indicators needed for
of training programs and
measurement and
standards of care, and
documentation of their
4) the design of a proposal for
effectiveness and costs,
pilot intervention in Mexico.
The identification of main
The project will be developed implementation barriers and areas
of opportunity.
from November 2018 to

We propose, to design a
capacity building Program on
Community Based Long‐Term
Care (CBLTC) that will lead to
December 2019, with the
the development of pilot
intention to get a final report
interventions in participating
with the conclusions and
economies.
outcomes of the project in
2020.
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Peru

Initiative to
Promote Single
Window Systems
International
Interoperability

The initiative proposes PSU to
develop a study on the key
issues to implement SWS
International Interoperability
according to APEC economies´
experiences
(2016/SOM3/027anx02). The
study could serve as an input
to discuss future actions
regarding international
interoperability within the
region.





Both CTI and SCCP were
involved in the development
of the study and its results.

To contribute with APEC
economies’ efforts to
implement and achieve
international
interoperability of SWS in
the region; enhancing
trade facilitation,
institutional connectivity
as well as regional
economic integration
efforts.
Specifically, this study
supports the objective of
“Sub‐pillar 1: Customs and
Border Administration” to
modernize customs and
border agency: (3)
Improve customs and
(electronic) SW system
toward
interconnectedness within
and between domestic SW.
(Please refer to Annex B)

To promote discussions on
establishing interoperability pilot
projects on voluntary basis
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The “Study on Single Window
Systems’ International
Interoperability: Key Issues for Its
Implementation” have been finalized
(2018/SOM3/CTI/073)

1.

The
Philippines

ASEAN
Mutual
Recognition
Arrangement
(MRA) on Tourism
Professionals

One of the objectives of the
MRA‐TP is to ease the
mobility of tourism
professionals within ASEAN
based on a competency –
based tourism qualifications /
certificates. The ASEAN
Member States signed the
MRA on January 6, 2009 in
Hanoi, Vietnam.

As all members of ASEAN are 2. Alignment of existing Training
also part of APEC, this would
Regulations (TRs) to ASEAN
facilitate
movement
of
Common
Competency
professionals in the APEC
Standards
for
Tourism
region.
Professionals (ACCSTP)
‐ Reviewed and aligned to
ACCSTP, and promulgated
TRs for the following:
 Cookery NC II, Food and
Beverage Services NC II,
Front Office Services NC
II, Housekeeping NC II
‐ Reviewed and aligned to
ACCSTP the following TRs
(Note:
TRs
not
yet
promulgated):
 Commercial Cooking NC
III
to
Professional
Cookery
(Food
Production) NC III, Food
and Beverage Services
NC III & NC IV,
Housekeeping NC III &
NC IV
‐ TR reviewed for Travel
Services NC II but not yet
promulgated
3. Development of new TRs aligned
to ACCSTP:
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‐

Developed new TRs aligned
to ACCSTP (Note: TRs not yet
promulgated):
 Professional
Cookery
(Food Production) NC V,
Food and Beverage
Services
NC
V,
Housekeeping NC V,
Front Office Services NC
III, IV & V
- Development of new TR on‐
going for Tour Operation
(Tour Packaging – Domestic)
4. Convergence activities with
Department of Tourism and
Tourism
Industry
Board
Foundation, Inc.
- Accredited Filipinos
to
ASEAN Master Trainers and
Master
Assessors
on
Housekeeping, Food and
Beverage Services (FBS),
Front Office Services (FOS),
Food Production and Travel
and Tours
- Assisted in the facilitation of
National Master Trainers
and Master Assessors on
Housekeeping, FBS, FOS. The
ASEAN Master Trainers‐
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-

-

-

Master Assessors facilitated
the workshop.
Conducted
nationwide
ASEAN MRA Awareness
Seminar
Participated
in
Benchmarking/Roadshow
for ASEAN MRA for Tourism
Professional in Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailand and
Cambodia
Participated
in
the
development of ASEAN
Tourism
Professionals
Registry System (ATPRS)

Tabled below are the number of
programs registered in the four (4)
Training Regulations (TRs) for
National Certificate (NC) Level II in
compliance
with
the
implementation of ASEAN MRA for
ASEAN
Common
Competency
Standards for Tourism Professionals
(ACCSTP)
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Qualification
Title
Housekeeping
NC II
Food and
Beverage
Services NC II
Front Office
Services NC II
Cookery NC II
The
Philippines

MOU
for
Cooperation
in
the Field of TVET
between
the
Government of
the Republic of
the
Philippines
and
the
Government of
the Republic of
Indonesia (TESDA
and Indonesia’s
Ministry
of
Education
and
Culture)

MOU was signed last February
2015. Said MOU provides the
following
areas
of
cooperation: TVET, conduct of
joint research, benchmarking
and
comparability
of
competency standards and
technical qualifications in
priority sectors, recognition of
education
and
training
credentials, etc.

Dec
2017
749

Jun
2018
757

996

999

175

145

708

741

The objectives of the MOU are TESDA hosted a meeting of the
the following:
MOU on TVET Cooperation with
Indonesian Embassy’s Ministry of
- Seek to promote mutual
Education and Culture (MoEC) on
cooperation in education,
training and research on 25 Sept. 2017. The following were
agreed upon:
the basis of reciprocity;
-

Develop
benchmarking
and comparability of
standards
and
qualifications in priority
sectors;
- Conduct of capability
building program; and
Support the commitments
made in the MOU with a
view of improving the
working conditions and
quality of work life.

215

a) A Joint Working Group (JWG)
has to be established. Each
participant (TESDA & Ministry of
Education and Culture [MoEC])
shall nominate a maximum of
five (5) Senior Officials who will
form part of the JWG;
b) The Indonesian side will meet
the BNSP officials for possible
inclusion in the JWG;

c) A work plan to
implement/monitor the
cooperation activities indicated
in the signed agreement shall be
prepared by both participants..
The timeline of the work plan
for the MOU is 2018‐2019.
(Update: MoEC and TESDA
already prepared their draft
work plans); and
d) The JWG which will be
established by both Participants
is yet to be convened. TESDA
submitted to the Indonesian
Embassy the list of officials who
will form part of the JWG; both
Participants have exchanged
draft work plans for the
implementation of the
agreement.
The
Philippines

MOU on
Cooperation in
TVET between
TESDA and the
Department of
Education and
Training of the

The MOU was signed last 18
November 2015 following the
Bilateral Meeting between
the Philippines and Australia
and the signing of the PHL‐
AUS Comprehensive
Partnership Agreement at the
sidelines of the APEC

The MOU aims to strengthen
and broaden cooperation and
mutual assistance in TVET in
both countries.
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There had been initial discussion on
the implementation of the MOU
and the convening of the joint
working group (JWG). Conduct of
the planned JWG meeting in 2017
was put on hold due to the
organizational restructuring of

Government of
Australia

The
Philippines

MOA on Labor
Cooperation
between the
Republic of the
Philippines and
the Government

Economic Leaders’ Meeting in The MOU will provide the
Manila.
framework within which
detailed proposals in TVET
The MOU on Cooperation in
between the Philippines and
TVET includes the following
Australia are to be jointly
forms of cooperation:
considered
based
on
reciprocity
and
mutual
- Exchange of information
on areas of mutual
benefit.
interest
- Joint implementation of
collaborative projects
- Facilitating links between
governments,
industry
organizations, industries
and TVET peak bodies in
both countries

MOU was signed last
November 2013.

The following are the areas of
cooperation:

The Agreement will set the
framework for areas of
cooperation on labor and
facilitate labor market access
and accord reciprocal labor
mobility between the two
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Australian DET‐International
Education Group in July 2017.
TESDA wrote to DFA‐ASPAC
Assistant Secretary Amb. Meynardo
LB. Montealegre on 25 June 2018
requesting assistance, through the
Philippine Embassy in Australia, to
follow‐up with Australian DET for
updates on the initial plan of
holding a JWG meeting with TESDA
to discuss the cooperation activities
of the MOU.
DFA‐ASPAC reply letter to TESDA
dated 10 August 2018, the DET will
be hosting a two‐day ASEAN
Infrastructure Skills Dialogue in
Melbourne in October 2018. TESDA
will participate in the Dialogue and
will schedule a side meeting to
discuss the next steps of the
cooperation.
While the MOA was signed by the
then DOLE Secretary Rosalinda
Dimapilis‐Baldoz and Amb.
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
to the Philippines H.E. Christian
Anthony Vihruri for the Republic of

of the
Independent
State of Papua
New Guinea

 Facilitate arrangement for
labor sending arrangement
(sending country) and labor
receiving arrangements to
meet labor demands and
skills gaps required by the
two country’s economies;
 Preservation, promotion
and development of the
workers’ welfare in
accordance with existing
laws of both countries;
 Exchange of information,
personnel and continued
studies, preferably joint
undertakings in the area of
labour mobility and
marketing between citizens
of both countries; and
 Other relevant technical
and human resource
development cooperation
assistance.

countries and related areas of
cooperation in accordance
with existing rules and
regulations.

the Philippines and the
Independent State of Papua New
Guinea, respectively, TESDA had
provided technical assistance since
one of the areas for cooperation is
about technical and human
Said MOU highlights particular resource development and
areas for cooperation, which assistance in technical/vocational
include technical and human and skills development systems.
resource development and
assistance
in
technical/vocational and skills TESDA conducted a one‐week
development systems. ln organizational
diagnosis/scoping
addition, PNG requested for mission in PNG in October 2015 in
the Philippines to provide line with the creation of the National
technical advice on the skills
Development
Authority
development of the Papua (NSDA). The result of the activity
New Guinea National Skills served as a foundation for the
Development Authority (PNG program and institutional design of
NSDA).
the NSDA. Further, the report on the
scoping mission was submitted to
PNG – Department of Labor and
Industrial Relations (DLIR) and the
Department
of
Labor
and
Employment (DOLE) in November
2015.
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The
Philippines

Establishment of
the
Philippine‐
Korea
Technological
Cooperation
Center (PKTCC) in
Taguig City

On October 2010, KOICA, the
Department of National
Defense – Philippine Veterans
Affairs Office (DND‐PVAO)
and Technical Education and
Skills Development Authority
(TESDA) signed a Record of
Discussions (ROD) on the
Establishment of the HRD
Center in the Philippines. The
Korean Government provided
a grant of US$7.5M
(KRW8.625B).

The objectives of the project PKTCC’s EGACE report for 2016 is as
are to:
follows:

The establishment of the
Center is pursuant to the
Memorandum of Agreement
between the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea in the
Philippines and the
Department of National
Defense signed on May 25,
2009.

Its
mission
is
to
develop qualified TVET Tra
iners and industry workers at
higher levels of qualifications
to ensure the consistent
delivery of quality‐assured
competency‐based technical
vocational education and
training.

- Strengthen the capacity‐
building
for
human
resources development in
the country
- Enhance the teaching
ability of technical and
vocational instructors for
skills development
- Promote mutual friendship
between two countries

The Center is home to
trainings
in
animation,
software development, game
development, mechatronics
and electrical installation.
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PKTCC’s EGACE report for 2017 is as
follows:
E
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e
d
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PKTCC’s EGACE report for 2018 (as
of
October
04)
is
as
follows:
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The
Philippines

Establishment of
the Korea–
Philippines
(KORPHIL)
Vocational
Training Center in
Davao City

In accordance with the
Agreement of Economic and
Technical Cooperation
between the Philippines and
Korea which was signed in
1983, the Korean
Government provided a grant
aid of US$5 million for the
implementation of the

d
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The objective of the Project is RTC–KPVTC Davao’s EGACE report is
to contribute to the skills as follows:
development of the Filipino
As of
workforce.
2016 2017
Aug
2018*
The
implementing
Enrolle
1,691
3,511 3,343
organizations are the Korea
d
International
Cooperation Gradua
984
3,731 2,671
Agency (KOICA) for the Korean
tes

222

Government
and
the
Technical Education and Skills
Development
Authority
(TESDA) for the Philippine
Government.

Project which included the
construction of the Center at
the TESDA Regional Training
Center Complex in Davao
City, the provision of
equipment, training of
Philippine trainers in Korea
and the dispatch of Korean
experts to the Philippines.
The representatives of the
Philippines and Korea signed
the Agreement on the
establishment of the Center
on June 3, 2003 in Seoul,
Korea.

Assess
ed
Certifie
d
Employ
ed

2,560

2,333

2,428

2,146

1,461

1,638

898
839
796

KORPHIL
offers
TVET
programs in different training Further, RTC‐KPVTC Davao’s EGACE
cluster areas such as agri‐ report for 2018 (as of August) per
machineries maintenance & qualification is as follows:
En
repair,
automobile
NO
QUALIFICATION
maintenance and repair,
80 HOURS KOREAN
industrial automation &
1
8
LANGUAGE
& CULTURE
mechatronics,
information
118 hours Driving NCII
processing, hotel & restaurant
2
1
(Diploma)
services,
welding
&
141 hours Bread &
pipefitting, among others.
3
7
Pastry Production NCII
141 hours Bread &
4 Pastry Production NCII
5
(Diploma)
174 hours Mechatronics
5
2
Servicing NCII (Diploma)
192 hours Mechatronics
6
1
Servicing NCII
196 hours Electrical
Installation &
7
2
Maintenance NC II
(Diploma)
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8

9

10
11

12

13
14
15
16
17

18

19

224

196 hours Electrical
Installation and
Maintenance NC II
196 hours Electrical
Installation and
Maintenance NC II (1‐Yr
Regular Program)
202 hours Pipefitting
NCII (Diploma)
220 hours Electrical
Installation and
Maintenance NCII
224 hours Prepare and
cook Hot Meals (leading
to Cookery NCII)
230 hours Food and
Beverage Services NCIII
(Diploma)
231 hours Plumbing NCII
231 hours Plumbing NCII
231 hours Plumbing NCII
(1‐Yr Regular Program)
232 hours Rice
Machinery Maintenance
& Repair NCII (Diploma)
236 hours CNC Lathe
Machine Operation NCII
(Diploma)
236 hours CNC Milling
Machine Operation NCII
(Diploma)

14

0

14

0

11

0

21

0

30

30

19

19

25
98

0
42

1

1

10

9

6

4

6

4

20

21

22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31
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245 hours RAC
(PACU/CRE) Servicing
NCIII
245 hours RAC
(PACU/CRE) Servicing
NCIII (Diploma)
248 hours Overhaul
Motorcycle/Small
Engine (Leading to
Motorcycle NCII)
248 hours Overhaul
Motorcycle/Small
Engine (leading to MSES
NCII)
258 hours Masonry NCII
260 hours Commercial
Cooking NCIV (Diploma)
264 hours RAC Servicing
(DOM RAC) NCII
268 hours Gas Metal Arc
Welding NCI (Diploma)
268 hours Shielded
Metal Arc Welding NCI
268 hours Shielded
Metal Arc Welding NCII
(Diploma)
278 hours Motorcycle /
Small Engine Servicing
NCII
288 hours Automotive
Servicing NCI

10

0

21

0

44

40

23

0

45

26

19

0

20

20

11

0

48

24

11

0

75

65

22

0

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
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288 hours Automotive
Servicing NCI (Diploma)
292 hours Shielded
Metal Arc Welding NCI
345 hours Cookery NCII
345 hours Cookery NCII
(Diploma)
374 hours Machining
NCI
374 hours Machining
NCI (Diploma)
436 hours Housekeeping
NCII
464 hours Machining
NCII
480 hours RAC Servicing
(DOM RAC) NCII
480 hours RAC Servicing
(DOM RAC) NCII
(Diploma)
568 hours Food
Processing NCII
568 hours Food
Processing NCII (1‐Yr
Regular Program)
676 hours Automotive
Servicing NCII (Diploma)
676 hours Automotive
Servicing NCI
76 hours Houskeeping
NCIII (Diploma)

1

1

41

40

8

8

59

28

46

44

10

7

56

20

1

1

41

22

19

9

61

46

7

7

16

0

22

0

19

0
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80 hours Bread Making
(leading to Bread &
Pastry Production NCII)
80 hours Cake Making
(leading to Bread &
Pastry Production NCII)
82 hours Tile Setting
NCII
82 hours Tile Setting
NCIII (1‐Yr Regular
Program)
840 hours 2D Animation
NCIII (1‐Yr Regular
Program)
Basic Gas Tungsten Arc
Welding
Food Processing NCII
Forklift NC II, (200 hrs.)
Install formworks
components (leading to
Carpentry NCII)
Lay bricks blocks for
structure (leading to
Masonry NCII)
Perform diesel engine
tune up (leading to
Automotive Servicing
NCI)
Perform gas engine tune
up (leading to

35

35

35

35

38

38

14

14

24

22

30

0

22
24

19
18

20

20

20

20

25

25

25

25

The
Philippines

Philippine‐Japan
Economic
Partnership
Agreement
(PJEPA)

The JPEPA aims to facilitate
and promote the free trans‐
border flow of goods,
persons, services and capital
between the Philippines and
Japan and strengthen the

This Agreement is expected to
increase
remittances
of
Filipino overseas workers and
will provide a venue for
technology transfer and
cooperation. This would
facilitate improvement in the
228

Automotive Servicing
NCI)
Service & Maintain
Window Type Air‐
59 conditioning/domestic
67
refrigeration units
(Leading to RAC NCII)
Service Small Engine
System & Components
60
1
(Leading to Motorcycle
NCII)
192 hours Mechatronics
61
0
Servicing NCIII
268 hours Shielded
62
0
Metal Arc Welding NCII
507 hours Visual Graphic
63
0
Design NCIII
Service Engine
Mechanical
64 Components (leading to
0
Automotive Servicing
NCII)
TOTAL
1691
The Agreement was signed by then
President Gloria Macapagal‐ Arroyo
and then Japan Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi in Helsinki,
Finland in 9 September 2006.

39

1

0

0

0

0

98

competitiveness of Filipino
workers, which would also
eventually benefit other
countries in the APEC region,
as these workers are highly
With its mandate of providing
mobile.
technical
vocational
education in the country,
TESDA is involved in the
training of caregivers who will
go to Japan. The assessment
and certification mandate of
TESDA
ensures
that
competent and qualified
caregivers are sent to Japan to
work. Moreover, Japanese
language training is also
provided to these certified
caregivers.
existing economic relations
between the two countries.

TESDA
began
hosting
the
preparatory Japanese language
training program in 2011, the 3rd
batch, despite the program starting
in the Philippines in 2009.

The number of JPEPA candidates
trained in TESDA NLSI are as follows:

Batch
No.

3

4
5
6
7
8
9
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Training
Schedule

No.
of Candi
dates

3/28/2011 ‐
5/20/2011
131
4/11/2011
‐ 7/8/2011
1/27/2012 ‐
99
4/26/2012
12/5/2012
148
‐ 6/7/2013
11/19/2013
186
5/27/2014
11/11/2014
201
5/22/2015
11/06/2015
206
– 5/20/2016
11/2016 –
316
5/2017

11/09/2017
330
– 5/22/2018
TOTAL
1617
10

The
training
program
is
implemented
through
the
collaborative efforts of the
governments of Japan and the
Philippines. This endeavor goes
beyond their standing commitments
in the Japan‐Philippines Economic
Partnership Agreement (JPEPA) and
aims to further assist Filipino
candidate nurses and caregivers in
passing the Japanese Licensure
Examinations after they enter and
work in Japan.

Filipino candidates will undergo six
months of preparatory training at
three different venues, the
Language Skills Institute at TESDA,
the Nihongo Center Foundation Inc.,
and the PAD Foundation Inc. They
will then depart for Japan and
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undergo another six months of
Japanese language training there.
Mexico

RP‐Saudi MOU in
the Field of TVET
(TESDA – TVTC
Agreement)

The MOU endeavors to carry
out all activities related to
cooperation in the fields of
TVET which will include but
not limited to the following:
(1) Hosting joint conferences,
symposia, workshops and
exhibitions;
(2) Conduct join researches
and technical studies;

Though the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is not an APEC
member, it is the major
destination of skilled Filipino
workers. Filipinos can gain
work experience in Saudi,
which they can apply if they
work in APEC member
countries as they are highly
mobile.

(3) Provide joint training
programs;
(4) Professional exchanges in
technical areas to allow
implementation of the
training programs, conduct
studies and consultations;
(5) Exchange of professionals
in the area of technology
institute management;
(6) Exchange and disseminate
researches, studies and other
related information materials;
231

There were a total of 175 training
participants in six (6) batches, in the
implementation of the Technology
Training Program for the Trainer of
the Technical and Vocational
Training Corporation (TVTC) for CY
2015, as follows:

Batch
No.

Training
Schedule

1

Sept.
2015

7‐18,

2

Oct.
2015

5‐16,

3

Oct.
2015

19‐30,

4

Nov.
2015

2‐13,

Training Pr
LTE Syst
Protocols
Refrigerati
Controlling
Gas Tungst
with Plasm
Geographic
(GIS) Opera
Refrigerati
Controlling
Heat Tre
Testing
Fiber Optic
Heat Tre
Testing
Fiber Optic
Technology

(7) Provide assistance to
trainees and trainers in the
form of scholarships /
fellowships;

5
6

(8) Encourage exchange of
technology programs
between private enterprises
and technology institutes;

Nov. 16‐27,
2015
Nov. 30‐Dec.
11, 2015

Heat Treatment an
Testing (HTMT)
Maintaining Mobile
Phones

(9) Mutual recognition of
skills and qualifications in
areas to be identified and
prioritized by the Parties; and

170 participants have completed
the training program and were
awarded with Certificate of Training,
while five (5) participants of the
HTMT
were
awarded
with
Certificate of Attendance after
failing to attend the required 90%
attendance to the training program.

(10) Such other forms of
technical education
cooperation as may be
agreed upon by the two
Parties in the future.

For 2017, a total of 74 TVTC Trainers
participated in the Technology
Training Program, as detailed below:
Batc Training
h No. Schedule
1

03‐14 July
2017

Training Prog
Home Applian
Repair
Network Syst
Technical Sup
Engineering D
Using Pro Eng
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2

10‐21 July
2017

Fibre Optic Technology
Maintaining Mobile and
Smart Cell Phones

All 74 TVTC Trainers completed the
program and were awarded their
Certificate of Training.

No Technology Training Program for
TVTC Trainers conducted in 2018.
Mexico

MOU for
Cooperation in
the Field of TVET
between TESDA
and National
Qualifications
Authority (NQA)
of UAE

This agreement between
TESDA and NQA will work
towards the promotion and
cooperation on comparability
of both TVET systems in
competency
standards,
competency assessment and
competency
certification,
among others.

Although the UAE is not an
APEC member, it is the major
destination of skilled Filipino
workers. Having comparable
standards would mean that
competencies of skilled OFWs
could be recognized in UAE.

The MOU was signed by Amb.
Constancio R. Vingno Jr. last 09 May
2018 on behalf of the Philippines.
The MOU is still for ratification by
the Office of the President.

Mexico

MOU
for
Cooperation
in
the Field of TVET
between
the
Government of
the Republic of

The MOU aims to strengthen The following are the areas of
the technical cooperation cooperation of the said MOU:
between the two countries
● Hosting joint conferences,
and enhance their current
symposia, workshops and
friendship. It also recognizes
exhibitions for trainees,
employees, trainers and

The MOU was signed by Sec. Guiling
A. Mamondiong and Minister
Mohammad bin Abdul Wahed Al‐
Hammdai.
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the
Philippines the importance of TVET in
technology
institute
and
the developing human resources.
administrators;
Government of
● Recommend
conducting
the State of Qatar
joint research and technical
studies which promote
TVET;
● Promote joint training
programs for employees,
trainers and technology
institute administrators;
● Exchange of professionals in
technical areas to allow
conducting
training
programs and studies;
● Exchange of experts in the
areas
of
managing
technology institutes;
● Exchange
and
publish
research, studies and other
relevant materials;
● Exchange of technology
programs among private
sector organizations and
technology institutes;
● Exchange of information on
mutual recognition of skills
and qualifications awarded
in disciplines to be identified
and given priority by both
Parties; and
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The Qatari side proposed that minor
addition/revision of a sentence in
the MOU English version specifically
on Para. 2 of Article 7, be
considered, as follows… “unless the
two parties agree otherwise.”

DFA prepared the draft protocol to
the MOU and requested TESDA to
provide its comment or concurrence
on the document.

TESDA in its letter to DFA‐OMEAA
dated 29 June 2018 concurred to
the additional phrase/s of the draft
protocol with minor revision.

TESDA in its letter to DFA‐OMEAA
dated 07 September 2018 concurs
to the draft protocol amending
Paragraph 2 of Article 7 of the MOU.

Other forms of technical
cooperation as may be agreed
upon in the future
Mexico

MOA between
TESDA and
Temasek
Foundation
International (TF)
– Institute of
Technical
Education
Services (ITEES)
Singapore on
Trainers
Development

Terms of
Collaboration
between ITE
Education
Services (ITEES),
Singapore and
TESDA,
Philippines:
Temasek
Foundation

Started in April 2010, TESDA in
collaboration
with
the
Institute
of
Technical
Education (ITE), Singapore
and TEMASEK Foundation
International
(TFI),
implemented a program that
is focused on training,
teaching and assessment
methodology, instructional
material development and
training
program
development methodology.

The overarching aim of the
program was to provide
targeted training to a select
pool of trainers to act as a
catalyst to assist TESDA in its
goal of enhancing the overall
quality of the TVET trainers in
the Philippines. The program
delivered
the
following
training sessions:

In 2010, the ITEES implemented a
pedagogy training for TVET trainers
for TESDA with co‐funding support
from
Temasek
Foundation
International (TFI).

This was followed by the second
project in leadership training for
regional and provincial directors in
2012, and the third project in
Industry‐ Based Training, which was
1. Training of Trainers on successfully completed in April
Pedagogy
2016.
2. Leadership Training for
Directors
and
Administrators
These programs have produced the
The Terms of Collaboration for 3. Industry‐based Training
following:
the fourth project was
for
Directors,
Administrator
and - 60 “Lead Trainers” from public
recently approved and signed
Industry
coordinators
and private institutions in the
by the TESDA Secretary and by
areas of Automotive Servicing,
the Deputy Director General
Mechatronics,
Machining,
for Policies and Planning.
Instrumentation and Control
Services,
Electronics
&
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International (TFI)
– ITEES TVET
Multi‐Discipline
Leaders
/
Specialists
Program
in
Philippines

In view of the successful
completion of the first three
projects which have garnered
positive feedback, TESDA and
ITEES decided to embark on
another project on the
following areas:
1. Strategic Planning and
Implementation
2. Design
Thinking
Immersion
and
Entrepreneurship
for
Innovation Program
3. Technical Skills Upgrading
for:
 Electrical Installation
and Maintenance
 ‐ Building Information
Modelling

Maintenance
and
2D&3D
Animation, were given pedagogy
training.
- 600 trainers were trained as part
of the multiplier training sessions
- 30 TVET leaders comprising of
training administrators, regional
directors and provincial directors
of relevant regions were
provided with a 2‐day leadership‐
training workshop.
In January 2018, TFI and ITEES
conducted a joint trip to Philippines
to finalize the training and project
requirements for a 3‐year TVET
leadership
and
capability
development project.

The 1st Batch of Training, which was
on
Strategic
Planning
and
Implementation, was held last 25‐29
June 2018 in Singapore for 25 TESDA
Technology
Institute
(TTI)
administrators.
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The 2nd Batch of Training was held
on 17‐21 and 24‐28 September
2018, focusing on Design Thinking
Immersion
(DTI)
and
Entrepreneurship for Innovation
(EFI), respectively. The DTI course
was held in the Philippines while the
EFI course was held in Singapore and
this program trained 25 Master
Trainers.

The 3rd Batch of Training will be held
on March 2019. This will be a
training program on Technical Skills
Upgrading for 50 Master Trainers on
Electrical
Installation
and
Maintenance (EIM) and Building
Information Modelling (BIM).
Mexico

Proposed creation
of an ASEAN TVET
Development
Council

This initiative aims to further
facilitate
and
intensify
regional convergence among
the ASEAN Member States on
programs
towards
the
development of an ASEAN
labor force that is well
equipped with skills and
competencies responsive to
the needs of the labor market,

In particular, the proposed 1. TESDA
have
conducted
consultations/discussions
with
ASEAN TVET Development
the stakeholders:
Council aims the following,
o Education
and
labor
among others:
ministries in the ASEAN:
Myanmar,
Lao
PDR,
Cambodia,
Vietnam,
 Produce a progressive,
Thailand, Singapore, and
comprehensive,
and
Brunei Darussalam (June
integrated regional work
2017‐December 2017)
plan on TVET systems;
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o International/regional
as well as to promote  Support the development of
organizations
through
comparable standards and
comparable qualifications
international
qualifications across the
systems, strategies, and
conferences/meeting
region.
policies; and
 Provide a forum for
exchange of views and best 2. The initiative was noted in the
Chairman’s Statement of the
practices on TVET and skills
31st
ASEAN
Summit
in
development
November 2017.
3. Consultation with the concerned
sectoral bodies in the ASEAN:
o Senior Officials Meeting on
Education
(SOM‐ED)
(November 2017) ‐ The
Meeting
endorsed,
in
principle, the exploration of
the concept of setting up the
ASEAN TVET Development
Council.
o Senior Labor Officials Meeting
(SLOM) ‐ The concept was
submitted to SLOM Chair for
consideration
of
endorsement.
o Senior Economic Officials
Meeting (SEOM) – TESDA is
awaiting the feedback of the
Senior Economic Officials
Meeting‐PH
(thru
the
Department of Trade and
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Industry) if the concept shall
be discussed in the next
SEOM.
Way Forward
1. TESDA will conduct a technical
meeting
or
workshop
comprising
all
AMS,
representatives of SLOM, SOM‐
ED, and SEOM, relevant
stakeholders from the industries
and development organizations,
and ASEAN Secretariat to discuss
and address issues or concerns
relating to the proposal (e.g.
funding,
organizational
structure,
relationship/partnership with
existing implementing bodies
such as SEAMEO/SEAMEO
VOCTECH).
2. The proposal is tabled for
discussion in the ASEAN Joint
Commission
Meeting
in
November 2018.
The submission of the final proposal
for full endorsement of the SLOM,
SOM‐ED, and SEOM, and approval
of the respective ASEAN Ministerial‐
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level bodies is targeted within the
year.
Russia

Russia

“Development of Education”
is a state program of the
Russian Federation aimed at
comprehensive development
of the Russian education
system. The concept of the
project implies that by the end
of 2025 Russian educational
institutions and the whole
system in general will achieve
better results in creating more
transparent education system,
quality assurance mechanisms
and assure the development
of Russian education in line
with
the
international
standards.

Timeframe: 2018 – 2025

Program “Global The project seeks to facilitate
Education”
human capital development in
Russia and solve the problems
related to shortage of highly
skilled professionals.

Timeframe: 2014 – 2025

The
State
Program
“Development of
Education”

Generally, project seeks to
contribute to the following
long‐term objectives:
1) To improve the quality of
education.
2) To provide access to
educational
services
by
ensuring inclusive and up‐to‐
date conditions for all.
3)
To
develop
online
education and increased
number of students who have
registered and completed
courses provided by Russian
institutions.

The results of the Program are
focused on staffing Russian
organizations with highly
qualified personnel in order to
By the means of this project, accelerate
modernization
talented
Russian
young processes and introduce new
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Since the start of the program in
2018, certain project‐related efforts
have already been taken. The results
include establishment of the leading
state research universities network,
increased funding for projects
aimed at development of the
Russian system of education,
development of human resources
for
the
priority
areas
of
modernization and technological
advancement, promotion of Russian
universities in international rankings
and increased effectiveness of
youth policies for innovative socially
oriented development of the
country.
The “Global Education” program has
significantly
contributed
to
enhancing outbound mobility of
Russian students and strengthening
ties and cooperation between
Russia and partner institutions
abroad. By giving great exchange
opportunities organizers of the

people may enter foreign technologies for social sector project help students find their
university being enrolled in reform.
individual professional path in
programs in one of the five
accordance with their aspirations
priority
areas:
Science,
and specialization.
Engineering,
Medicine,
Currently 173 participants of the
Education and Management
project
apply
their
unique
in social sphere with Russian
professional skills within more than
government covering their
500 organizations in Russia.
education expenditures. More
than 600 Russian graduate
students used the state
scholarship to further their
education abroad in 288
eligible universities in 32
countries.

Russia

Grant recipients are required
to return to Russia within
three years to take up
employment in a number of
select positions, mostly in the
public sector.
Project
The project is focused on
“Development of improvement of educational
Export Potential regulations, development of
of the Russian quality
assurance
and
Education
recognition systems as well as
System”
creation
of
enabling
environment for foreign
students studying in Russia.
These initiatives are intended

Timeframe: 2017 ‐ 2025
“Development of Export
Potential of the Russian
Education System” project is
aimed
at
promoting
attractiveness of the Russian
educational services and
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By 2018, the government standard
"Training of foreign citizens and on
the territory of the Russian
Federation" has been developed
and launched. The framework
establishes the procedure of the
admission and training of foreign
citizens who are willing to study at

to make Russian education
system more attractive and
open towards international
collaboration, realization of
joint
programs
and
educational projects.

Russia

APEC Conference APEC
Conference
on
on Cooperation in Cooperation
in
Higher
Higher Education Education is an international
forum organized annually by
the Russian Federation since
2012 under the auspices of
the APEC Human Resources
Development Working Group
(HRDWG).

increasing the number of
international students to
710,000 by 2025, the number
of foreign pupils studying at
the programs of additional
education to 200, and the
number
of
foreign
participants of the online
education courses offered by
Russian
educational
institutions by 3,500.

the
Russian
educational
organizations. Enhanced migration
legislation and an online system that
provide foreign citizens with
convenient means of navigation
through the information on Russian
educational organizations and
scientific centers were also
presented to new‐coming students.

The Conference was initiated
with the purpose to promote
socio‐humanitarian
cooperation in APEC region
and establishing a regular
mechanism for networking
and coordination of policies
and activities among higher
education institutions and
governmental agencies.

APEC
CCHE
2018
themed
“Education Innovation in the Digital
Age: Challenges and Opportunities
for APEC” gathered representatives
of ten member‐economies: heads of
the leading universities of the Asia‐
Pacific, representatives of the
ministries of higher education,
experts and scholars. It has laid out
a platform for international dialogue
and cooperation on the issues
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The project also implies that
teachers
and
international
academic personnel are well‐
prepared and sufficiently qualified
for serving foreign students. For this
need, there is a special state system
of advance training for educational
institutions’ staff in place.

related to digital transformation and
innovations in the sphere of
education and science.
In accordance with the 7 February , 2018
agreement
reached
by
Russian President Putin and
Chinese President XI Jinping,
2018 and 2019 have been
declared Years of Russian‐
Chinese
interregional
cooperation
(years
of
cooperation between Russia
and Chinese regions ‐ 2018‐
2019).

Russia

Years of Russian‐
Chinese
interregional
cooperation
(years
of
cooperation
between Russia
and
Chinese
regions ‐ 2018‐
2019)

Russia

"Festival
of On May 26, Moscow hosted 26 May, 2018
Russian culture in the Official opening ceremony
Japan ‐ 2018"
of the Year of Russia in Japan
and the year of Japan in Russia
in 2018 ‐ In connection with it
in June started the "Festival of
Russian culture in Japan ‐
2018".
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Within the framework of this joint
project, which was opened on
February 7, 2018 in Harbin, it is
planned to hold several hundred
events aimed at the comprehensive
promotion of interregional trade
and
economic
relations,
strengthening cooperation in such
areas as tourism, culture, education
and
sport
(promotion
of
interregional economic and trade
relations,
strengthening
cooperation in such areas as
tourism, culture, education, sports).
A large‐scale project initiated by the
leaders of the two countries, within
the framework of which numerous
political, humanitarian, economic,
scientific and technical events are
planned.

Russia

Measures taken
by the
Government of
the Russian
Federation aimed
at enhancing
employment

Sectoral coverage:
Employment

Objectives:

Employment in the Russian
Federation remains high. The
1. Increase of the share of the number of people employed in the
Key stakeholders: Ministry of employed population.
economy increased from 71.9
Labor and Social Protection of
million in January 2018 to 72.7
2. Poverty alleviation
the Russian Federation
million in July (by 1.1%). The number
Timeframe: on the regular of unemployed (according to the ILO
methodology) decreased from 3.9
basis
million in January 2018 to 3.6 million
in July.
The total unemployment rate in 2Q
2018 was 4.7% (2Q 2017 ‐ 5.2%).
The average unemployment rate in
the Russian Federation was 0.9% of
the economically active population
(1% ‐ September 1, 2017) as of
September 1, 2018.
This result is largely associated with
operational measures to maintain
the employment of workers of
companies at risk, as well as to
promote employment of the most
vulnerable categories of citizens
including the Far East.
In regions, there is a targeted
support for employment of workers
of individual enterprises that have a
significant impact on economy of a
region of the Russian Federation
including measures aimed at
improving the labor force quality
244

and temporary employment of
workers.
Additional measures are being taken
to improve the competitiveness of
workers of companies upon pain of
dismissal, and workers laid‐off due
to reduction including:
• Workers advanced vocational
training and internships;
• Reimbursement of expenses to
employers for partial remuneration
of workers laid off from other
companies due liquidation or
reduction as well as graduates of
professional
vocational
organizations;
• Provision
of
temporary
employment for workers at risk of
dismissal
• Reimbursement of expenses to
employers
associated
with
employment of persons with
disabilities including creation of
infrastructure, adaptation in the
workplace and mentoring.
Including employment policy in the
Far East for attraction and
redistribution of labor resources,
investment in human capital.
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Russia

Minimum wages
increase

Sectoral coverage: wages

Objective: Poverty alleviation

In terms of wages increases, the
main areas of actions include:

Key stakeholders: Ministry of Timeframe: on the regular
Labor and Social Protection of basis
•
establishment
of the
the Russian Federation
minimum wage at the federal level
in 2019 in the amount of the
subsistence minimum for the
working‐age population in 2Q of the
previous year, compliance with this
provision in the future;
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since 2020, from January 1
there shall be an indexation of
wages of public sector workers
to inflation;



consultations with the parties
of social partnership on:
- further correlation of the
minimum wage and the
amount of subsistence
minimum of the working‐
age
population
while
improving their content;
- increase the average wage
of certain categories of
workers;
- financial
support
for
decisions to raise wages of
public
sector
workers
including subsidies from the

federal budget to the
budgets of subjects of the
Russian Federation for
partial compensation of
increase
in
labor
remuneration of public
sector workers for 2019‐
2021.
Russia

Social payments Sectoral coverage:
increase
protection.

social Objective: Poverty alleviation

From February 1, 2017, the actual
inflation rate for 2016 (by 5.4%) has
Timeframe: on the regular been used for indexation of social
Key stakeholders: Ministry of basis
benefits provided for certain
Labour and Social Protection
categories of citizens (monthly cash
of the Russian Federation
payments provided to federal
benefit recipients, children benefits,
with the exception of maternity
capital, some other benefits ).
At the end of 2016, a new federal
law was adopted. It establishes a
single procedure for social benefits
indexation from 2018: once a year
from February 1 of the current year
based on actual consumer price
index for the previous year. The
Government of the Russian
Federation shall approve the
indexation rate annually. This
measure
will
ensure
the
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preservation of income purchasing
power of recipients of these
payments.
Russia

Social support for Sectoral coverage:
citizens
protection.

social Objective: Poverty alleviation

In view of the amendments to the
legislation of the Russian Federation
Timeframe: on the regular came into force on January 1, 2016,
Key stakeholders: Ministry of basis
criteria of need are introduced in
Labor and Social Protection of
regions of the Russian Federation
the Russian Federation
including the Far East when
providing individual measures of
social support
In some regions, when granting
social support measures to families
with children, need criteria are
applied equal to the per capita
income of the family (citizens) in the
amount of 1.5 ‐ 2 subsistence
minimum or per capita income of
the population in a region of the
Russian Federation.
The funds released in connection
with introduction of targeting and
application of need criteria are
directed, as a rule, to the social
policy goals of regions of the Russian
Federation including provision of
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measures for social protection
(support) of the neediest groups of
population of a region of the Russian
Federation, including persons with
disabilities.
Social contract enrichment
Recently, successful practices of
rendering state social assistance
based on a social contract have
been developing in the regions.
The social contract is aimed at
encouraging low‐income citizens to
take active steps to overcome a
difficult life situation and get out of
poverty. Regional authorities offer
these citizens a bigger material
support subject to the conclusion of
the social contract and
social
adaptation program accept. The
activities implemented under the
social contract include: job search;
vocational training and additional
vocational
education;
self‐
employment;
maintenance
of
personal subsidiary farming.
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The scope of state social assistance
under the social contract is
expanding. In 2017, 111.7 thousand
social contracts were concluded
with citizens’ nationwide or 2.9 time
the size of 2013. Taking into account
all family members, the social
contract covered 299.8 thousand
people or 3 times the size of 2013.
The priority of state social assistance
based on social contracts is given to
low‐income families with children.
In 2017, 62.8 thousand social
contracts were concluded with low‐
income families with children, or
56.2% of the total number of social
contracts nationwide.
In 2017, the average size of a lump
sum paid to families with children
within social contract in subjects of
the Russian Federation amounted
to RUB 38.2 thousand on average.
Russia

TELWG Project on
Earthquakes and
Water
floods
Monitoring
System with the

The project maintained the
basis for a monitoring system
of earthquakes and water
floods,
through
the

One of the objectives for the The workshop was concluded in
project
is
to
develop 2018 TEL58 meeting. Final report is
recommendations to create a expected in 2019
regional
(cross‐border)
science, technology and
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application of the application of the Internet of innovation exchange centres
Internet of Things Things (IoT).
on emergency monitoring
(IoT) (Russia)
systems based on IoT and
other ICT‐based emerging
technologies
Russia

The APEC BEST The APEC BEST Award is a
Award
contest organized for women
entrepreneurs from the APEC
economies. The contest is
held
early
basis.
Its
participants are
women
entrepreneurs
whose
companies (micro, small and
medium‐sized enterprises) for
a period of existence from 2 to
7 years demonstrated a
potentially replicable business
model, overcame the break‐
even point, reached a steady
growth
in
financial
performance
and
were
chosen by their economies to
participate in the competition
for the best women's business
project in APEC.

The implementation of the
initiative has no time limits. It
serves as a platform basis for a
comprehensive study of
problems of remote areas of
APEC, the development of a
coordinated policy, studies of
best practices and methods of
development of such areas of
APEC economies.

The project serves for drawing
the attention of business and
society to the importance of
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The BEST Award was conducted
three times: in Peru in 2016, in Viet
Nam in 2017, in Papua New Guinea
in 2018.
In 2018, more than 200
participants
attended
the
competition
from
9
APEC
economies (Chile, China, Indonesia,
Japan, Papua New Guinea,
Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Chinese Taipei, Russia).
The next completion will take place
in Chile in 2019.

women's entrepreneurship
development, replication of
successful business models
and
best
practices,
popularization of success
stories
of
women
entrepreneurs in the Asia‐
Pacific region and beyond.
Russia

“APEC Financing
Opportunities Fair
for Women‐led
MSMEs”

The project was elaborated Timeframe: November 2018
for achieving the following – December 2019
main goals: to attract the
attention of various funds
from all over the world to
women‐led SMEs in APEC, to
serve as a cross‐border
platform,
providing
networking, showcasing and
mentoring resources for
access to capital of this type,
to accumulate Funds and
Associations
supporting
women‐led projects from all
over the world on APEC e‐
platforms
like
MSME
Marketplace.
Key stakeholders of the
project are various funding
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The project was approved in the
second project session of the APEC
in 2018 (Proposing APEC economies
Russia and Chinese Taipei. Co‐
sponsoring economies: Indonesia,
China, Australia, Japan, Thailand,
Chile, Viet Nam, Peru, Malaysia,).

resources from all over the
world,
local
women
associations
supporting
women MSMEs and Women
MSMEs themselves.
Russia

Seminar “Women
and technology”
of the fourth
industrial
revolution in the
APEC space" in
margins of the
Eurasian
Women’s Forum

In margins of the Eurasian Timeframe: 20‐21 September,
women's forum Russia held 2018
the Seminar “Women and
technology” of the fourth
industrial revolution in the
APEC space". The conduction
of this seminar was envisaged
by the corresponding self‐
funded project of Russia that
was approved by APEC.
Main goal of the project was
to identify main challenges
and opportunities related to
the 4th industrial revolution
for
the
women
entrepreneurship
development and economic
empowerment.
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The seminar was successfully held. It
provided a platform for participants
to
discuss
perspectives,
opportunities and threats related to
adoption of 4th industrial revolution
technologies
and
potential
initiatives for APEC activities in the
field of women‐owned and women‐
run SMEs support. The seminar
included presentations on the
fourth industrial revolution (on the
use of Internet of Things,
Autonomous vehicles, 3D Printing,
artificial Intelligence in modern life;
new consumption models), which
then became the basis for an
interactive discussion. Initiatives
were proposed to strengthen the
economic role of women, further
increase women's access to sources
of Finance, assets and markets.

Russia

Thailand

The
State
Program
“Development of
Education”

Inclusive
Investments and
Global Value
Chains (GVCs):
Opportunities for
the Thai SMEs.

“Development of Education”
is a state program of the
Russian Federation aimed at
comprehensive development
of the Russian education
system. The concept of the
project implies that by the end
of 2025 Russian educational
institutions and the whole
system in general will achieve
better results in creating more
transparent
education
system, quality assurance
mechanisms and assure the
development of Russian
education in line with the
international standards.
Government officers and
policymakers (especially those
from relevant
line ministries, investment
attraction, export promotion
and other
trade‐related agencies).

Timeframe: 2018 – 2025
Generally, project seeks to
contribute to the following
long‐term objectives:
1) To improve the quality of
education.
2) To provide access to
educational
services
by
ensuring inclusive and up‐to‐
date conditions for all.
3)
To
develop
online
education and increased
number of students who have
registered and completed
courses provided by Russian
institutions.
To increase the Thai
policymakers’ awareness of
barriers and opportunities in
relation to participation in the
global value chains (GVCs), and
to enhance policymakers’
capacity
to support the Thai SMEs to
access global value chains.

254

Since the start of the program in
2018, certain project‐related efforts
have already been taken. The results
include establishment of the leading
state research universities network,
increased funding for projects
aimed at development of the
Russian system of education,
development of human resources
for
the
priority
areas
of
modernization and technological
advancement, promotion of Russian
universities in international rankings
and increased effectiveness of
youth policies for innovative socially
oriented development of the
country.
1. To increase the Thai
policymakers’ awareness of
barriers and opportunities in
relation to participation in
global value chains (GVCs), and
to enhance policymakers’
capacity to support the Thai
SMEs to access global value
chains 45 people.

Thailand

Single Window
for Visas &
Work Permits
System

The Single Window for the Visa
and Work Permit System is a
new e‐service channel
provided by
the BOI, the Immigration
Bureau and the Department of
Employment.

To facilitate the BOI has
Being implemented
promoted companies to bring
in
foreign experts by applying for
visas and work permits
through
a one‐time online application.

Thailand

SMART Visa

The SMART Visa is a new type
of visa offered to foreign
experts, executives,
entrepreneurs
and investors who wish to
enter into the Kingdom of
Thailand
to work or to invest in the
following “10 S‐Curve
industries” or the country’s
targeted industries, namely:

To attract highly skilled work
force and investors to help
accelerate the development
of the country has targeted
industries.

(1) Next‐Generation
Automotive
(2) Smart Electronics
(3) Affluent, Medical and
Wellness Tourism
(4) Agriculture and
Biotechnology
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Being implemented

(5) Food for the Future
(6) Automation and Robotics
(7) Aviation and Logistics
(8) Biofuels and Biochemical
(9) Digital
Chinese
Taipei

APEC
Skills
Development
Capacity Building
Alliance
(ASD‐
CBA): Fostering
Connected APEC
through Upskilling

(10) Medical Hub
1. APEC working groups
(HRDWG, PPWE, SMEWG,
TWG, etc)
2. International
organizations (UN,
UNESCO, ILO, OECD,
WSI, etc)
3. Policy makers/TVET
educators, trainers and
managers/ trainees and
enterprises
4. Industry, academia,
research sectors

Objectives:
1. Application of APEC
Tourism Competency
Standards
2. Promotion to
international
acknowledgement of
training results
3. Provision of industry‐
academia‐training
endorsed training
program
4. Making a substantial
stride in skills mobility.

2. March 2018: Embracing the
Digital Future through ASD‐CBA
Workshop
3. August 2018: APEC Skills
Development Capacity Building
Alliance (ASD‐CBA) Pilot
Program Opening Ceremony:
Tourism Industry Competency
Application Capacity Building
Forum
4. August‐September 2018: ASD‐
CBA Competency Application
Capacity Building Pilot Program
September 2018: APEC Skills
Development Capacity Building
Alliance
(ASD‐CBA):
ASD‐CBA
Competency Application Capacity
Building Pilot Program Closing
Ceremony (Accreditation)
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Chinese
Taipei

Promoting
Sustainable and
Inclusive Growth
by Enhancing
Social Protection
in the Digital Age

New economy and technology
is making some traditional job
models disappear and bring
new types of work, which
influences labor laws, labor
skills, and social protection.
Chinese Taipei proposes ways
to cooperate with other APEC
economies, sharing practical
experience to solve the
regional common problems.
1.

1. To share best practice and
experience on how to
address the gap in labor
and social protection for
workers resulting from the
global supply chains and
cross‐border movement
of labor force in the APEC
region.
2. To empower and equip
governments, companies,
and NGOs to formulate
better labor polices and
regulations; to provide
decent work and fairer
social protection.
To
strengthen
stronger
connectivity
and
more
sustainable and inclusive
growth in APEC region by
exploring the possibility of
joint research on the topics of
shared interest.

Chinese Taipei will conduct a 2‐
day workshop on November 8‐
9. By holding the workshop,
Chinese Taipei will collect the
practical
experience
and
policies from APEC economies,
which can explore several best
ways to solve the common
problems because of the new
economy and technology. The
workshop will identify a number
of best practices and policies for
stakeholders.

Chinese
Taipei

APEC Workshop 1. This project fulfils the
on
Regional
“Human Development”
Industry‐
criteria,
developing
Academia
educational cooperation,
Collaboration for
skills
development,
Talent
science & technology
Development: An
capacity
building,

To address the issue of youth
employability by closing the
gap between education and
skills,
this
project
re‐
strategizes
collaborative
partnerships among APEC
member
economies,

Chinese Taipei has promoted and
demonstrated
a
series
of
strategically designed, industry‐
driven TVET (Technological and
Vocational Education and Training)
programs with partner companies in
June in Chinese Taipei to strengthen
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Chinese
Taipei

Exchange of Skills
Training,
Internships, and
Jobs

benefiting regional labor
markets and increasing
youth employment). It is
also
linked
to
“Connectivity” under Rank
1, as it will build linkages
between
APEC
economies,
promoting
regional
economic
integration.

highlighting a new model of
exchange,
including
professional and technical
skills training, internships,
talent mobility, and workplace
experiences for APEC youth.

connectivity among APEC member
economies. A collaborative network
built by academic institutions,
private sector, and government
organizations guarantees long‐term
exchange of resources and support
for
multi‐lateral
enablement.
Activities have included setting up a
multi‐lingual website where related
information will be regularly
uploaded, and holding a three‐day
conference to showcase fruitful
outcomes of this talent exchange
and to further discuss successful
strategies and share best practices.

Advancing Career
Development of
Athletes in the
APEC Region

The purpose of “Advancing
Career
Development
of
Athletes in the APEC Region”
is
to
bring
together
representatives
of
the
government, academia and
business to discuss the most
effective way to provide
career development for young
athletes, especially female
athletes.

The APEC Sports Policy
Network (ASPN), established
in 2016 under the “APEC High
Level Policy Dialogue on
Education
and
Career
Planning for Young Athletes”
(HRW 05 2016S) project, has
been
promoting
the
discussion to raise awareness
of women’s sports to increase
women’s participation in
sports.

The 2018 APEC Workshop on Career
Development of Sport Talents in
Digital Age was held in Chinese
Taipei on May 16, 2018, focusing on
finding positive approaches to
prepare sport talents for the future
world of work; “2018 APEC
Workshop on Sports Professionals
Development in Mega Games” was
held in Taipei in September 2018
The workshop is organized into four
keynote speeches and two
discussing sessions, focusing on the
best policies and practices sharing
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to build a comprehensive system of
career
planning
for
sports
professionals of mega sports games.
In addition, the APEC Sports
Newsletter will be an information
platform to share APEC economies’
policies and best practices in sports
and human resources related issues.
Chinese
Taipei

Human Capacity
Building
for
Glocalized
Scientific Literacy:
Phase 1 The Best
Practice Models
for
Innovative
STEM‐Related
Education
for
Teacher
Professional
Development

This project attempts to
enhance STEM Education
through exchanges. Through a
three‐day STEM Education
Conference
and
School
Curriculum
Observations,
attendees
will
share
past/current
STEM+
Education
experiences
(problems such as gender
gap), exchange views on
issues
ranging
from
curriculum
design,
implementation of STEM +
curriculum,
potential
challenges
in
each
participating economy etc.,
foster potential solutions to
existing STEM + education
challenges
and
provide
practical suggestions from a

It is the goal of this project to The project event is planning to be
empower science teachers’ held in May 2019.
competence for cultivating
students’ scientific literacy
through
localized
policy
changes and initiatives, in
particular, via the design of
science
and
technology
curriculum standards for K‐12.
This project is also aligned
with the human development
objective,
specifically
cooperation on education,
skills development, science
and technology and capacity
building.
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glocalized perspective, and
bridge
economies
with
varying strengths for future
collaborations.
Chinese
Taipei

Youth Innovation
&
Entrepreneurship:
Inclusive Growth
& Collaborative
Connectivity for
Young
Entrepreneurs

This project fulfils the “Human
Development”
criteria,
developing
educational
cooperation,
capacity
building, benefiting regional
labor markets and increasing
youth employment). It is also
linked to “Connectivity” under
Rank 1, as it will build linkages
between APEC economies,
promoting regional economic
integration.

The forum centers on
inclusive
growth
and
collaborative connectivity for
young entrepreneurs in the
APEC region. The topics
include experiences sharing,
introduction
of
related
policies,
business
opportunities of females, and
analysis of the current APEC
regional business market.
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To address the issue of APEC youth
innovation and entrepreneurship
beneficial to the regional economy,
the event for students, young
entrepreneurs, and entrepreneurs‐
to‐be was held in Oct. 2018 in
Chinese Taipei. There were 100
youth delegates from countries in
the Asia‐Pacific region, sharing their
experiences about start‐ups and
innovation. The participants also
visited local innovation centers and
technology and creative parks.
Activities also included setting up a
multi‐lingual website where related
information would be regularly
updated. This project aspires to
strengthening regional connectivity
and inclusive growth.

Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex B)
A1.

Physical Connectivity (by Fora) – nil submission for Sub‐pillar 1, 3 & 6

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Public–private Partnership

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement
／ relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Quality of Infrastructure
Committee on Trade Increase the
and Investment (CTI) quality of
infrastructure
in the Asia‐
Pacific region

In the case of competitive bidding for
infrastructure projects, increase the number of
APEC economies that adopt a comprehensive
assessment method in proposal evaluation of
infrastructure projects: the method of
considering not only the purchase price, but
also key quality elements such as lifecycle cost
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Japan continued to lead the initiative
Peer Review and Capacity Building on
APEC Infrastructure Development and
Investment – a review of volunteer
economies’ relevant laws, regulations
and guidelines from the viewpoint of
“quality infrastructure, people‐centered

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims
including performance and durability,
environmental impacts, safety and
maintainability.
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Description of progress or achievement
／ relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
investment, and good practices and
principles” to identify capacity building
needs. PSU completed a Peer Review of
Viet Nam’s road and water
supply/sewerage sectors in May 2018.
The findings from the review formed the
basis of recommendations on further
steps that Viet Nam can take to make
public‐private partnership projects more
attractive, easier to develop and execute.
Japan also ran a follow‐up capacity
building workshop for the Philippines –
the first economy reviewed as part of the
initiative. Indonesia will be the third
economy to join the Peer Review
initiative.
Furthermore, CTI endorsed the APEC‐
funded project Promoting Quality
Infrastructure Investment in Rapidly
Urbanizing APEC region, led by Japan.
The project aims to further deepen the
discussions on quality infrastructure
investment (QII) and contribute to
capacity building among officials in
charge of infrastructure in order to
promote QII activities in the APEC region.

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement
／ relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
As part of the project, Japan will host a
three‐day conference in 2019.
Japan implemented a self‐funded project
Upgrading the APEC Guidebook on
Quality of Infrastructure Development
(the Guidebook) (note: still under
consideration by CTI). The updated
Guidebook included the following
elements:
‐ Alignment with development
strategy, openness, transparency
and fiscal soundness
‐ Economic and financial soundness:
Cost‐effectiveness including life
cycle cost and utilization of markets
‐ Local development: Job creation,
capacity building and transfer of
technologies
‐ Social and environmental
sustainability
‐ Stability, safety and resiliency.
Japan developed the APEC Guideline on
Quality of Water Infrastructure in 2018
(note: still under consideration by CTI).
The Guideline aims to provide a deeper
understanding
of
how
water
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Group

Objectives

Economic
Committee (EC)

Increase the
quality of
infrastructure
in the Asia‐
Pacific region

Emergency
Preparedness
Working Group
(EPWG)

Increase the
quality of
infrastructure
in the Asia‐
Pacific region

Description of progress or achievement
／ relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Policy Actions/Aims
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
infrastructure is planned, built and
operated; and provide recommendations
on methods for securing the quality of
water infrastructure.
2018 APEC Economic Policy Report
In the case of competitive bidding for
infrastructure projects, increase the number of provides a number of recommendations
on structural reforms to facilitate
APEC economies that adopt a comprehensive
provision
and
management
of
assessment method in proposal evaluation of
infrastructure.
infrastructure projects: the method of
considering not only the purchase price, but
also key quality elements such as lifecycle cost
including performance and durability,
environmental impacts, safety and
maintainability.
In the case of competitive bidding for
Casebook of Infrastructure Build Back
infrastructure projects, increase the number of Better from Natural Disasters
APEC economies that adopt a comprehensive
assessment method in proposal evaluation of
infrastructure projects: the method of
considering not only the purchase price, but
also key quality elements such as lifecycle cost
including performance and durability,
environmental impacts, safety and
maintainability.
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Group
Telecommunications
And Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Group

Objectives
Increase the
quality of
infrastructure
in the Asia‐
Pacific region

Objectives

Description of progress or achievement
／ relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Policy Actions/Aims
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
Recommendations for implementation of
In the case of competitive bidding for
infrastructure projects, increase the number of smart sustainable city (SSC) ICT
infrastructure in APEC region
APEC economies that adopt a comprehensive
assessment method in proposal evaluation of
This project aims to find a space for
infrastructure projects: the method of
cooperation to promote the development
considering not only the purchase price, but
also key quality elements such as lifecycle cost of SSC ICT infrastructure by carrying out a
including performance and durability,
survey, case‐studies and organizing
environmental impacts, safety and
workshop on this issue. The project will be
maintainability.
started from October 2018 and ended by
December 2019. A workshop is planned
back‐to‐back with APEC TEL meeting held
in 2019. The project outcomes will contain
mid‐term and final reports on these issues
for boosting SSC based on innovative ICTs
for APEC region.

Policy Actions/Aims

Sub‐pillar 3: Other Important Principles of Infrastructure Development
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Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 4: Transportation
Transportation
Working Group
(TPTWG)

Increase the
quality of APEC
transport
networks

Raise quality of APEC transportation networks
to average OECD figures, based on the World
Economic Forum’s Enabling Trade Index.
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On August 2018, the Civil Aviation
Authorities of Chile and Thailand signed a
Memorandum of Understanding allowing
airlines of both countries to operate
between their territories, exercising traffic
rights up to the 6th freedom of the air for
passenger and combination flights, and up
to the 7th freedom of the air for only cargo
flights. Airlines designated to operate such
flights need only to be incorporated and
have their principal place of business in the
territory of the Party designating it.
This agreement would allow airlines of both
parties to begin operations, including
codeshare operations, linking both
territories. Which would make
transportation of people and goods easier
and cheaper.

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: ICT Infrastructure Development
Telecommunicat
ions And
Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Increase
broadband
internet access
throughout
APEC

Achieve universal access to broadband.

1) Extension of APII Testbed Project
The proposal promotes the construction and
expansion of Asia Pacific Information
Infrastructure (APII) to realize the vision of
Asia Pacific Information Society and common
prosperity of APEC. The recent events that
had been run under the APII include 5G
verification test at PyeongChang, e‐Learning
in wifi network zone, Korea‐Indonesia ICT
workshop, and others.

2) Innovation Roundtable on Universal
Broadband Access
The project aims to address the challenges of
implementing universal broadband access in
the APEC developing economies. The
Roundtable was held on 4 June 2018 and
attended by about 40 participants. A total of
eight presentations were shared by PNG,
Japan, Russia, Viet Nam, US, Australia, ISOC,
DataCo on approaches in providing universal
broadband access.
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Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation
3) Industry Roundtable on Facilities Sharing
and Open Access Regimes within APEC
The Industry Roundtable was held on 5 June
2018 and attended by 10 economies. PNG
share its experience on achieving a degree of
open access and facilities sharing in its ICT
sector. The Pacific ICT Regulatory Resource
Centre (PiRRC) shared a case study on
Common Facilities Sharing Regime for Small
Pacific Island States. Russia also shared
principles and the associated impact of
Spectrum and Infrastructure Sharing (SIS)
with references to its work with the ITU.
4) Regulatory Roundtable on Best Practices
for Promoting Universal Broadband Service
The roundtable was held at TEL58 on 2
October 2018, attended by 60 participants.
This session included 8 speakers from 7
economies from Singapore, Indonesia,
Malaysia, New Zealand, United States and
Chinese Taipei sharing views on: 1) Vision
and policy plan for broadband access, 2)
Effective and viable policy instruments for
accelerating broadband deployment, and 3)
Broadband strategies for socio‐economic
development and supporting the digital
economy.
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Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims
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Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation
5) Domestic Initiatives Undertaken by
Members:
o The 11th Malaysia Plan (2016‐2020),
Chapter 7 aims to improve connectivity
through coverage, quality and
affordability of digital infrastructure by
2020:
1.
95% broadband coverage in
populated areas by 2020
2.
100Mbps broadband speed in all
households in state capitals and
selected high impact growth areas
by 2020
3.
20 Mbps broadband speed in 50%
of households in suburban and
rural areas by 2020
4.
Reduction of broadband cost to
1% of GNI by 2020
5.
Collaboration between State
Governments and Local
Authorities on the planning and
deployment of digital
infrastructure
6.
Strengthening infrastructure to
support the development of smart
cities

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation
o C&M penetration rates as of Q2, 2018:

Broadband: 117.9%

Mobile broadband subs: 36.2 mil

Fixed broadband subs: 2.6 mil

Mobile cellular: 134%

Fixed telephony: 19.8%

Pay TV: 84.1%
Source:
http://www.mcmc.gov.my/skmmg
ovmy/media/General/pdf/Infogra
phic‐2Q2018‐CM.PDF

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Sub‐pillar 6: Energy Infrastructure Development

270

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation

Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex B)
A2.

Physical Connectivity (by Economies)
Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Public–private Partnership
Australia

Promote public–
private
Partnership
(PPP)

1. Support the establishment of
PPP centers in APEC economies,
where appropriate; by taking
into account the outcome of the
reviews of the pilot PPP center.
1. 2. Prioritize infrastructure
financing through PPP and
other means to attract
capital into infrastructure
markets.
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Australia
Australia supports a suite of complementary multi donor
investments that promote and encourage private sector
investment in infrastructure.
These investments are:
‐ the World Bank’s Global Infrastructure Facility ($25
million to the GIF’s five‐year pilot phase, 2015‐2020)
‐ the Asian Development Bank’s Asia Pacific Project
Preparation Facility ($10 million to the AP3F over five
years 2016‐2020)
‐ the Private Infrastructure Development Group to
which Australia has disbursed $36 million in PIDG to
date and has committed a further $14 million to 2020
(PIDG through InfraCo Asia Development are
supporting a design, build, own, operate (BDOO)
project commencing late 2017 covering four municipal
water treatment plants in Vietnam)
‐ The Public Private Infrastructure Advisory Facility
($29.6 million, 2007‐2018) which in 2016 and 2017 is

Economy

Objectives

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Policy Actions/Aims

Sub‐pillar 1: Public–private Partnership

‐

Chile

Promote public–
private
Partnership
(PPP)

2.

3.

Support the establishment
of PPP centers in APEC
economies, where
appropriate; by taking into
account the outcome of the
reviews of the pilot PPP
center.
Prioritize infrastructure
financing through PPP and
other means to attract
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providing technical assistance to partner governments
to: improve municipal financing in Hunan Province
(China); strengthening subnational fiscal capacity for
infrastructure financing (Indonesia); and developing
performance based systems for road maintenance
(Vietnam).
Australia’s $468.5 million contribution to the
replenishment of the ADB’s Asian Development Fund
(ADF12 2017‐2020) and our $774.4 million
commitment to the replenishment of the world bank
(IDA18 2017‐2020) reflected both banks’ target to
increase private sector operations in concessional
assistance countries, including assistance to increase
private sector involvement in infrastructure and clean
energy projects through PPPs.

As mentioned above, an Infrastructure Fund has been
created, aiming to develop, build, conserve and finance
public multi‐purpose infrastructure via cooperation with
third parties.

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Public–private Partnership
capital into infrastructure
markets.
China

Promote public– 1. Support the establishment of
private
PPP centers in APEC
Partnership
economies, where
(PPP)
appropriate; by taking into
account the outcome of the
reviews of the pilot PPP
center.
2. Prioritize infrastructure
financing through PPP and
other means to attract capital
into infrastructure markets.

Indonesia

Promote
public–private
Partnership
(PPP)

1. Support the establishment of
PPP centers in APEC
economies, where
appropriate; by taking into
account the outcome of the
273

The Ministry of Finance (MOF) of China has achieved
positive results through optimizing policy system and
market environment for Public‐Private Partnership (PPP)
mode and vigorously mobilizing the private sector into
infrastructure projects with commercial feasibility and
good return on investment.
By the end of August 2018, 8112 projects of 12.1 trillion
RMB have been recorded in the national PPP
comprehensive information platform, of which 3919
projects of 6.1 trillion RMB had been implemented.
Meanwhile, MOF China has launched 4 batches of 999
national PPP demonstration projects, with an estimated
investment of 2.2 trillion RMB, of which 871 projects of
1.9 trillion RMB had been implemented.

Establishment of PPP Joint Office (KPBU), January 2017,
in coordination among Bappenas, Coordinating Ministry
for Economic Affairs, BKPM, Indonesia Investment
Guarantee Fund.

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Public–private Partnership
reviews of the pilot PPP
center.

Pipeline projects: 30 projects in preparations, 11 in
constructions, 1 in operations.

2. Prioritize infrastructure
financing through PPP and
other means to attract capital
into infrastructure markets.

Korea

Promote public–
private
Partnership
(PPP)

1. Support the establishment of
PPP centers in APEC
economies, where
appropriate, by taking into
account the outcome of the
reviews of the pilot PPP
center.

Supporting the activities of PPP centers, particularly in the
developing economies, just as the Korea Development
Institute and the China PPP Center signed the MOU in
April 2015.

2. Prioritize infrastructure
financing through PPP and
other means to attract capital
into infrastructure markets
Malaysia

Promote public–
private

1. Support the establishment of
 Recognising the importance of PPP towards the
PPP centres in APEC economies,
economic growth, Malaysia established the Public
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Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Public–private Partnership
Partnership
(PPP)

where appropriate; by taking
into account the outcome of
the reviews of the pilot PPP
center.
2. Prioritize infrastructure
financing through PPP and
other means to attract capital
into infrastructure markets.

Private Partnership Unit (UKAS) in 2009 as a dedicated
agency to spearhead PPP development and
implementation in Malaysia.
 Infrastructure projects such as the North‐South
Highway, Port of Tanjung Pelepas, and Kuala Lumpur
International Airport (KLIA) have spurred Malaysia's
economic growth, created new areas of development,
as well as improved the mobility of people and goods.
 To date, Malaysia has successfully implemented more
than 400 projects across the country in various sectors
ranging from social, economic, security and other
sectors, contributing positively to the country’s
economic growth and better quality of life.

Mexico

Promote public–
private
Partnership
(PPP)

1. Support the establishment of
PPP centers in APEC
economies, where
appropriate; by taking into
account the outcome of the
reviews of the pilot PPP
center.
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In March 2017, the Secretary of Finance and Public Credit
presented the “Strategy for Promoting Public‐Private
Partnership Projects” (PPP), which complements the
efforts of the Mexican government in the development of
infrastructure demanded by the Mexican society through
support of the private sector. The main objective of the
Strategy is to contribute to the development of PPP
projects with greater efficiency, transparency and
accountability. The Strategy is made up of two blocks.

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Public–private Partnership
2. Prioritize infrastructure
financing through PPP and
other means to attract
capital into infrastructure
markets.

Block I: 12 PPP projects previously authorized by the
Chamber of Deputies were included: four projects include
the rehabilitation and conservation of four federal
highway stretches, a self‐financing PPP projects
(concession) of the highway sector, and seven new
hospitals units (four projects of the Mexican Institute of
Social Security and three of the Civil Service Social
Security and Services Institute). The total investment
amount of the 12 projects goes up to MXN 21.8 billion. To
date, the 12 projects are in the construction phase.
Block II: the block II consists of 12 PPP projects for the
transport, security, hydraulic and education sectors for an
investment amount of MXN 24.8 billion. Out of the 12
projects, six were authorized in the Expenditures Budget
of the Federation for 2018, while work continues on the
preparation and analysis of the remaining 6 projects.
In total for 2018, there are 22 authorized projects for the
communications, transportation, health, safety and
hydraulic sectors, with a total investment amount of
more than MXN 41.5 billion. It is important to highlight
that around 40% of the total investment is destined for
the South‐Southeast region of the country. Of those 22
projects, one is in the bidding stage, one in contracting,
18 in execution, one in operation and one in recession.
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Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Public–private Partnership

Mexico

UPDATE RED COMPRATIDA (SHARED NETWORK)
On February 12th the Board of the
Federal
Telecommunications Institute (IFT by its acronym in
Spanish), approved the Reference Offer to the provision
of telecommunications wholesale services, presented last
February 12 by Altán Redes, company of the concession
for the commercial use of the Shared Wholesale Network
in Mexico.
At the end of last January, as part of the process foreseen
to check the reference offer, the IFT requested
modifications Altán Redes to its first project. With the
Reference Offer approved by the Institute, Altán Redes
will commercialize services of telecommunications to
concessionaires. The Reference Offer approved
establishes the terms, conditions, rates (price lists),
technical procedures, specifications and quality levels of
the services that Altán Redes will give to the companies
that will use the above mentioned network.
 At the same meeting, the Board resolved to grant in
favor of the Investment Promotion Agency in
Telecommunications (Promtel by its acronym in
Spanish) a concession title to use, exploit frequency
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Sub‐pillar 1: Public–private Partnership
bands of the radio spectrum for commercial use at
national level, in the segments of 703 to 748 MHz and
of 758 to 803 MHz, with a validity of 20 years counted
from the date of its granting.
Chinese Taipei

The United
States of
America

Promote public–
private
Partnership
(PPP)

Promote public–
private
Partnership
(PPP)

1.

Support the establishment of
PPP centers in APEC
economies, where
appropriate; by taking into
account the outcome of the
reviews of the pilot PPP
center.

2.

Prioritize infrastructure
financing through PPP and
other means to attract
capital into infrastructure
markets.

1.

Support the establishment of
PPP centers in APEC
economies, where
appropriate; by taking into
account the outcome of the
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Chinese Taipei has implemented “the Act for Promotion
of Private Participation in Infrastructure Projects”, in
order to encourage public‐private partnership. Loans
provided to a private institution by financial institutions
for financing infrastructure projects are therefore not
subject to related restrictions.

2. The Infrastructure Transaction and Assistance Network
(ITAN) is a U.S. initiative that coordinates U.S.
government tools, including expanded technical
assistance, to promote sustainable infrastructure
development.
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Sub‐pillar 1: Public–private Partnership
reviews of the pilot PPP
center.
2.

Prioritize infrastructure
financing through PPP and
other means to attract
capital into infrastructure
markets.

279

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
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Sub‐pillar 2: Quality of Infrastructure
Australia

Increase the
quality of
infrastructure in
the Asia‐Pacific
region

In the case of competitive bidding
for infrastructure projects,
increase the number of APEC
economies that adopt a
comprehensive assessment
method in proposal evaluation of
infrastructure projects: the
method of considering not only
the purchase price, but also key
quality elements such as lifecycle
cost including performance and
durability, environmental
impacts, safety and
maintainability.

Australia supports a number of facilities that aim to
improve the capacity of countries to take a
comprehensive approach to evaluation (including the
World Bank’s Global Infrastructure Facility ‐ $25 million,
2015‐2020) and also to efficiently manage the
implementation of standardised approaches to
environmental and social safeguards (provided $5.7
million between 2014 and 2017 through the World Bank
Australia Safeguard Partnership).

China

Implement APEC
Education
Strategy 2030
and its action
plan

Monitoring and reporting the
implementation of APEC
Education Strategy and its action
plan through sharing information
of projects and initiatives relating
to enhancing competencies,
accelerating innovation and
increasing employability with a
template agreed by member
economies.

8 economies (including China) have shared completed
templates.
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Sub‐pillar 2: Quality of Infrastructure
Hong Kong,
China

Increase the
quality of
infrastructure in
the Asia‐Pacific
region

Indonesia

Increase the
quality of
infrastructure in
the Asia‐Pacific
region

In the case of competitive bidding
for infrastructure projects,
increase the number of APEC
economies that adopt a
comprehensive assessment
method in proposal evaluation of
infrastructure projects: the
method of considering not only
the purchase price, but also key
quality elements such as lifecycle
cost including performance and
durability, environmental
impacts, safety and
maintainability.
In the case of competitive bidding
for infrastructure projects,
increase the number of APEC
economies that adopt a
comprehensive assessment
method in proposal evaluation of
infrastructure projects: the
method of considering not only
the purchase price, but also key
quality elements such as lifecycle
cost including performance and
281

HKC has established a comprehensive assessment
method in proposal evaluation of infrastructure projects.

PPP projects in Indonesia has already in line with quality
infrastructure. Baseline principles: require 8 feasibilities
(technical, economic, financial, in line with laws and
regulations, enviromental, social, risk calculations, form
of the project).
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Sub‐pillar 2: Quality of Infrastructure
durability, environmental
impacts, safety and
maintainability.
Japan

Increase the
quality of
infrastructure in
the Asia‐Pacific
region

In the case of competitive bidding  In April 2018, Japan and OECD Development Centre
for infrastructure projects,
co‐held the Seminar on promoting quality
increase the number of APEC
infrastructure.
economies that adopt a
comprehensive assessment
 In September 2018, at the UN General Assembly,
method in proposal evaluation of
Japan, EU and UNOPS (The United Nations Office for
infrastructure projects: the
Project Services) co‐held the high level side event on
method of considering not only
promoting quality infrastructure.
the purchase price, but also key
quality elements such as lifecycle
cost including performance and
durability, environmental
impacts, safety and
maintainability.

Mexico

Increase the
quality of
infrastructure in
the Asia‐Pacific
region

In the case of competitive bidding
for infrastructure projects,
increase the number of APEC
economies that adopt a
comprehensive assessment
method in proposal evaluation of
282

In the hydrocarbons sector, particularly in natural gas
terms, there’s a current tender for the first natural gas
underground storage facility; according to the
recommendation, the process
not only considers that the winner will be the one with
the lowest development cost, but that technical and
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Sub‐pillar 2: Quality of Infrastructure
infrastructure projects: the
method of considering not only
the purchase price, but also key
quality elements such as lifecycle
cost including performance and
durability, environmental
impacts, safety and
maintainability.
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economic aspects will be evaluated to make the
decision.
 In October a representative of this Ministry will
participate as a presenter in the “Economic and Life
Cycle Analysis of Solar Photovoltaic System in APEC
Region towards Low‐Carbon Society” to be held in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 3: Other Important Principles of Infrastructure Development
Indonesia

1. Enhance
people‐
centered
investment,
and

In the case of planning and
implementing investment
projects, take due account of (1)
people‐centered investment
which emphasizes the
importance of having as many
2. Good
local people as possible enjoy the
practices and economic benefit through
principles
creating local employment for
example, enhancing social
283

People‐oriented investment: quality services to the
people, implementation of PPP project must involve
public consultation before published to the market.
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with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 3: Other Important Principles of Infrastructure Development
resilience to economic
fluctuations, climate change and
natural disasters, and advancing
capacity building among local
people; and (2) good practices
and principles such as on
environmental and social
considerations, transparency,
sustainability, financial soundness
and accountability.

Korea

1. Enhance
people‐
centered
investment,
and

In the case of planning and Sharing knowledge and experience in regard to PPP
implementing
investment through the Asia Public‐Private Partnership Practitioners’
projects, take due account of (1) Network Training program
people‐centered
investment
which emphasizes the importance
of having as many local people as
2. Good
possible enjoy the economic
practices and benefit through creating local
principles
employment— for example,
enhancing social resilience to
economic fluctuations, climate
change and natural disasters, and
advancing
capacity
building
284
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Sub‐pillar 3: Other Important Principles of Infrastructure Development
among local people; and (2) good
practices and principles such as on
environmental
and
social
considerations,
transparency,
sustainability, financial soundness
and accountability.

Malaysia

In the case of planning and  The Pan Borneo Highway, which is in progress cuts
implementing
investment
across two states of Sabah and Sarawak, encompasses a
projects, take due account of (1)
span of 706 km and 786 km, respectively. This highway
people‐centered
investment
will play a major role in opening up economic corridors
which emphasises the importance
and opportunities to the areas connected along the
of having as many local people as
highway.
2. Good
possible enjoy the economic
practices and benefit through creating local  This project will immensely benefit the local
example,
principles
employment
for
communities especially in the rural areas, with shorter
enhancing social resilience to
travel time; enhance connectivity and accessibility for
economic fluctuations, climate
people and businesses. (Note: Suggest to cut the toll
change and natural disasters, and
free highway to give more emphasis on the issue of
advancing
capacity
building
connectivity)
among local people; and (2) good
1. Enhance
people‐
centered
investment,
and
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Sub‐pillar 3: Other Important Principles of Infrastructure Development
practices and principles such as on  The targeted completion of the Pan Borneo Highway in
environmental
and
social
Sabah is by the year 2022 and Sarawak by 2021 will
considerations,
transparency,
certainly contribute to the overall increase in
sustainability, financial soundness
productivity and revenue of the states.
and accountability.

Mexico

In the case of planning and  Development of building capacities Standards for
implementing
investment
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency , with a gender
projects, take due account of (1)
perspective in collaboration with GIZ and the
people‐centered
investment
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Women
which emphasizes the importance
Network (REDMEREE) to promote good practices,
of having as many local people as
capacities and local employment for Renewables
2. Good
possible enjoy the economic
Energies and Energy Efficiency.
practices and benefit through creating local
principles
employment
for
example,
enhancing social resilience to
economic fluctuations, climate
change and natural disasters, and
advancing
capacity
building
among local people; and (2) good
practices and principles such as on
environmental
and
social
1. Enhance
people‐
centered
investment,
and
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Sub‐pillar 3: Other Important Principles of Infrastructure Development
considerations,
transparency,
sustainability, financial soundness
and accountability.
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Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 4: Transportation
Korea

Increase the
quality of APEC
transport
networks

Raise the quality of APEC
transportation networks to
average OECD figures, based on
the World Economic Forum’s
Enabling Trade Index

Undertaking various transport‐related projects, such as
the Transfer of Korea’s Expertise in Doppler VHF Omni
directional Radio Range / Distance Measuring Equipment
to ICAO members, the Establishment of Intelligent
Transport System, the Enhancement of Aviation Logistics
Information System, One Card All Pass System (Transport
Pass for all domestic transport systems), and Korea‐
ASEAN Capacity Building Project for the Enhancement of
Transport System.

Malaysia

Increase the
quality of APEC
transport
networks

Raise quality of APEC
transportation networks to
average OECD figures, based on

 Malaysia is committed towards developing a people‐
centric public transport system. Four strategies were
implemented:
i. Strengthening the regulatory framework;
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Sub‐pillar 4: Transportation
the World Economic Forum’s
Enabling Trade Index.

ii. Increasing transport capacity;
iii. Promoting seamless connectivity; and
iv. Establishing a robust monitoring and enforcement
mechanism.
 The National Land Public Transport Master Plan 2012‐
2030, was formulated to set the direction for public
transport development to achieve a 40% public
transport modal share for urban areas by 2030.
However, this transport model share had only achieved
21% in 2017, which pose further challenges to improve
on connectivity, accessibility and reliability of the
public transport services.
 To improve urban transportation, Malaysia has in place
the Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) and the Light Rail Transit
(LRT) system in the Greater Kuala Lumpur. To date, two
main rail projects were successfully completed, namely
MRT1 and LRT2 line extension. Meanwhile, another
northwest‐southeast radial line, MRT2, is still in
progress. However, MRT3, a circle line looping around
Kuala Lumpur, for the time being, had to be cancelled
due to financial constraints.
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Sub‐pillar 4: Transportation
 The MRT serves to integrate the existing rail networks
and help to alleviate the severe traffic congestion in
the Greater KL metropolitan area.
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Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: ICT Infrastructure Development
China

Increase
broadband
internet access
throughout
APEC

Achieve universal access to
broadband.

Outcomes: By the second quarter of 2018, the number
of fixed broadband subscriptions amounted to 378
million, the population penetration rate exceeded
27.2%; the number of 4G users amounted to 1.1billion,
the proportion of 4G broadband subscribers accounted
for 73.5%.
Major policy initiatives: carry out the action of facilitating
faster
and
more
affordable;
implement
telecommunications universal service compensation pilot
whose main content is broadband.
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Sub‐pillar 5: ICT Infrastructure Development
China

Collaborate to increase access to
next generation high‐speed
broadband to world leading
standard using average OECD
figures as a benchmark.

Outcomes: To the second quarter of 2018, the
proportion of FTTH users accounted for86.8%, the
proportion of 20Mbps and above broadband users
accounted for 93.6%.
Major policy initiatives: carry out the action of facilitating
faster and more affordable; introduce country standards
of optical fiber coverage.

China

Launch of
webpage of
APEC EDNET

A new webpage of APEC EDNET
has been developed and
launched. It provides a
cyberspace for member
economies to update and share
information, knowledge and
resources in education sector, to
serve such purposes as releasing
news, informing policy‐making
process, forecasting upcoming
events, collecting data, sharing
research findings and
publications.

Member economies have reached consensus on a
concept note on the webpage and the webpage has been
developed and launched.

Hong Kong,
China

Increase
broadband

Achieve universal access to
broadband.

Although the universal service obligation in HKC does not
cover broadband service, given the combination of its
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Sub‐pillar 5: ICT Infrastructure Development
internet access
throughout
APEC

Hong Kong,
China

Korea

1
2

Increase
broadband
internet access
throughout
APEC

demographics and its policy of infrastructure‐based
competition, HKC has attained, among others, broadband
service penetration levels which are among the highest in
the world.

Collaborate to increase access to
next generation high‐speed
broadband to world leading
standard using average OECD
figures as a benchmark.

According to ITU Measuring the Information Society
Report 20171, the active mobile broadband subscriptions
and fixed‐broadband subscriptions of HKC are 105.9 and
35.5 per 100 inhabitants respectively in 2016. Both have
attained a level above OECD's average of 97.11 and 29.39
in 20162.

Achieve universal access to
broadband

Sharing knowledge and best practices in ICT fields with
APEC economies through ICT development consultation
program.
Established Rwanda, Cambodia, Georgia, and
Madagascar IAC in Dec, 2016, which is composed of ICT
training equipment, internet lounge, seminar room and
administrative office to increase information access and
bridge the digital gap.

See https://www.itu.int/en/ITU‐D/Statistics/Documents/publications/misr2017/MISR2017_Volume1.pdf
See http://www.oecd.org/sti/broadband/1.5‐BBPenetrationHistorical‐Data‐2017‐12.xls
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Sub‐pillar 5: ICT Infrastructure Development
Organizing IAC manager training program for 2016 IACs;
Rwanda, Cambodia, Georgia, and Madagascar.
Establishment of IACs in Paraguay, Peru, Jordan, and
Serbia: being implemented in 2017.
Malaysia

Increase
broadband
internet access
throughout APEC

 Strengthening infrastructure to
support Economic Expansion
(2016‐2017)
‐ Improve connectivity
through coverage, quality
and affordability of digital
infrastructure by 2020:

 Gazette Uniform Building By‐Laws (UBBL) which requires the
installation of communication infrastructure in all new
commercial and residential development;
 The international bandwidth connectivity to last mile
connections improved with the completion of 6 submarine
cables coupled with the expansion of the High Speed
Broadband 2 (HSBB2) and Suburban Broadband (SUBB)
Projects. To date,
480,084 HSBB ports and 366,294 SUBB ports were
deployed nationwide;

 Pursuing balanced regional
development(2018‐2020)
‐ Bridging urban‐rural
development gap by
 Review Mandatory Standards on Access Pricing (MSAP) to
enhancing rural
reduce the fixed broadband price;
infrastructure
‐ Accelerating development in  Improve Mandatory Standards on Quality of Service (QoS)
Sabah and Sarawak by
to increase quality of network services and enhance
improving infrastructure for
consumer protection;
better connectivity and
expanding access to basic
 Extend Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) infrastructure in
infrastructure, amenities
15 new areas and extend nationwide coverage from 85.9%
and services
in 2015 to 91.2% in 2017.
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Sub‐pillar 5: ICT Infrastructure Development

 Strengthening economic growth
(2018‐2020)
‐ Providing quality
infrastructure by improving
digital infrastructure
Reference: Mid‐Term Review of the Eleventh
Malaysia Plan, page 6‐8,6‐9,12‐17,12‐21,15‐
24,15‐25.

Mexico

Increase
broadband
internet access
throughout
APEC

Achieve universal access to
broadband.
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The main objective of the Backbone Network (Red
Troncal) project is to build a robust broadband network
to improve telecommunications services through the use
of fiber optic cables from the Federal Electricity
Commission and taking advantage of the federal
government’s right‐of‐way on highways to increase the
fiber optic kilometers in the country, increasing coverage,
capacity and quality of telecommunications services so
that the retail and commercialization operators of this
kind of services can increase the offer, quality,
participants and price of internet services. The project
calls for coordination with the Secretary of
Communications and Transportation in relation with the
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Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: ICT Infrastructure Development
social coverage and connectivity programs in public
spaces, in order to reach areas of difficult access.
Mexico

Russia

Increase
broadband
internet access
throughout
APEC

Collaborate to increase access to
next generation high‐speed
broadband to world leading
standard using average OECD
figures as a benchmark.

The Shared Network (Red Compartida) promoted the
efficient use of the radioelectric spectrum to increase the
coverage of the latest generation’s telecommunications
services and with high quality in regards to mobile
devices. This is because the deployment of this wholesale
network helps increase competition in the provision of
telecommunications services.
The deployment of the Shared Network project
contemplates the use of the latest technology (4.5G LTE)
and is ready to shift to 5G and contain applications that
will generate a positive impact on aspects relevant to the
populations, in areas of public safety, telemedicine, to
better education and employment options, among a wide
range of functionalities.

Achieve universal access to
broadband taking due account of
(1) promoting people‐centric
approaches in universal access
policy formulation, (2) prioritizing
provision of access to the schools
and medical facilities, (3) focusing

TELWG is actively engaged on this item, holding regular
workshops, implementing multi‐year and single‐year
projects in the form of studies, surveys, workshops etc.
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Sub‐pillar 5: ICT Infrastructure Development
on the connectivity of the most
vulnerable population, especially
those living in the remote and
rural areas, (4) increasing the
efficiency of the public funds
spent, considering the finite
amount of available resources.
Russia

Collaborate to increase access to
next generation high‐speed
broadband to world leading
standard using average OECD
figures as a benchmark.

TELWG is actively engaged on this item, holding regular
workshops, implementing multi‐year and single‐year
projects in the form of studies, surveys, workshops etc.

It is also can be used indicators
implemented for the calculation
of the Index of development of
ICT (IDI) of the International
Telecommunications Union.
The United
States of
America

Increase
broadband
internet access
throughout
APEC

Achieve universal access to
broadband.
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The Digital Connectivity and Cybersecurity Partnership is a
U.S.
initiative
that
supports
communications
infrastructure development through public‐private
partnerships, promotes market‐driven digital regulatory
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Sub‐pillar 5: ICT Infrastructure Development
policies, and builds partners’ cybersecurity capacity to
address common threats.
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Sub‐pillar 6: Energy Infrastructure Development
Australia

Ensure quality
electricity supply
for all APEC
members

Raise quality of electricity supply
to world leading standard using
average OECD figures as a
benchmark.

Australia’s support through the Private Infrastructure
Development Group (PIDG) has helped establish a 30MW
run‐of‐river hydro power plant in Lao Cai province,
Vietnam. From 2016, the plant began delivering power to
130,000 people and providing ongoing employment to 40
people, including eight women. The Coc San CEO is a
woman.

Malaysia

Ensure quality
electricity supply
for all APEC
members

Raise quality of electricity supply
to world leading standard using
average OECD figures as a
benchmark.

 The RMK‐11 aims to ensure the long‐term sustainability
of the energy sector through resource diversification,
continuous investments in new infrastructure and
technology enhancement.

Strengthening stakeholder
coordination and collaboration in
the energy sector Ensuring the

 To ensure the reliability of electricity supply, a total of
5,458 megawatts (MW) of capacity was added into the
system, with the commissioning of 10 power plants.
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Sub‐pillar 6: Energy Infrastructure Development
security of supply and reliability
for the oil and gas subsector
 Among these were the Bakun Hydroelectric in Sarawak
within a market‐based approach
as well as Kimanis and SPR gas‐fired power plants in
Enabling growth in the oil and gas
Sabah with a total capacity of 2,785 MW.
subsector Managing supply
diversity for security of the
 Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB), Sabah Electricity Sdn.
electricity subsector Improving
Bhd. (SESB), and Sarawak Energy Berhad (SEB)
the sustainability, efficiency and
registered improved performance in reducing the
reliability of the electricity
number of interruption incidences. SESB recorded 38%
subsector
improvement while SEB recorded 28% improvement in
reducing the number of interruption incidences.
 The supply of electricity to rural areas increased from
92.5% in 2010 to 98.2% in 2015. The implementation of
rural electrification projects, mostly through grid
connection, benefited 115,153 houses, mainly in Sabah
and Sarawak. Alternative systems such as mini hydro,
solar hybrid, and biomass were utilised in remote areas.
Mexico

Ensure quality
electricity supply
for all APEC
members

Raise quality of electricity supply
to world leading standard using
average OECD figures as a
benchmark.
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Development of photovoltaic Systems technical
specifications (systems under 500kW) taking as base the
OECD and international figures as a benchmark.
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Sub‐pillar 6: Energy Infrastructure Development
The United
States of
America

Ensure quality
electricity supply
for all APEC
members

Raise quality of electricity supply
to world leading standard using
average OECD figures as a
benchmark.
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The Asia EDGE (Enhancing Development and Growth
through Energy) is a U.S. initiative to strengthen energy
security and ensure energy access by expanding public‐
private partnerships; fostering business‐to‐business
connections; and deploying technical assistance to help
partner governments develop their energy markets,
modernize energy infrastructure, and set transparent,
market‐based, best‐value energy policies.

Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex B)
B1.

Institutional Connectivity (by Fora)

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Customs and Border Administration
Sub‐Committee
Of Customs
Procedures
(SCCP)

To modernize
customs and
border agency

1. Application of Single Window The United States
(SW) system
 The Automated Commercial Environment (ACE) is
‐ 2013: 14 economies have
U.S. Single Window that connects U.S. Customs and
introduced SW system.
Border Protection (CBP), the international trade
‐ 2020: 21 economies to introduce
community and Partner Government Agencies
SW system.
(PGAs). ACE facilitates legitimate trade while
2. To increase the number of
strengthening border security by providing
authorized economic operators
government officials with better‐automated tools
(AEO) and mutual recognition of
and information. The transition to ACE has been a
AEOs.
multi‐year effort reinforced by a February 2014
Improve
customs
and
3.
Executive Order, as well as by provisions in the Trade
(electronic) SW system toward
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Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims
interconnectedness within and
between domestic SW.
4. Encourage the development of
automated
data
exchange
system(s)
to
exchange
preliminary information on the
movement
of
shipments
between
border
customs
authorities of APEC economies.

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation
Facilitation and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015
(TFTEA).
 In February 2018, CBP deployed the last of the
major scheduled core ACE deployments, marking a
significant milestone for government and industry.
All import manifest, cargo release, post release,
export and PGA integration functionality scheduled
for delivery in ACE is now available. CBP is
continuing to work with the trade community and
focus on new and emerging requirements.
Australia
 Australia to continue to investigate the possibility of
holding a Workshop on Single Window as a part of
Chokepoint 1 of the APEC Supply Chain Connectivity
Framework Action Plan (SCFAP) II 2017‐2020
Agenda.
 Australia continues to increase AEO membership
and MRA’s with Asia Pacific member economies.
Thailand
 On AEO
Total Number of Authorized Economic Operators:
354 [Importer and Exporters: 179; Customs Brokers:
175]
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 On MRA
‐ MRA signed 3 (Hong Kong, Korea, Singapore)
‐ Under negotiation 3 (Malaysia, Japan, Australia)
 On Single Window System:
Thailand has officially implemented the National
Single Window (NSW) since October 2011.
Currently, 37 agencies have already had the data
linkage through NSW and gradually increase their
electronic transactions with business sectors as well
as the electronic payment. The initial
standardization and simplification of the relevant
import and export procedures is in place and the
enhancement of the NSW live operation and
sustainability is being conducted by establishing the
NSW operator ‐ Thailand has established the
National Logistics Committee to mandate and
administer the policy of logistics matters including
NSW implementation and nominate several sub‐
committees and working bodies to handle the tasks
to modernize import and export related procedures.
We also have the National Strategic plan, Economic
and Social Development plan, and Logistics plan to
push forward the NSW goals.

301

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation
The significant evaluation of the NSW is starting from
the target of full electronic transaction of relevant
government agencies and the involvement of the
business sectors to become the paperless import,
export, and logistics procedures ‐ The way forward
to support the operation of Single Window, we aim
the cross‐border connectivity which we have
implemented the exchange of electronic certificate
of origin through ASEAN Single Window since
January 2018. We are deliberating on the efficient
use of international standard, especially WCO Data
Model, and the information security technologies.
We expect to extend the cooperation with
economies in APEC for the Single Window
implementation and Digital Customs as well.
Malaysia
 On Single Window System
‐National Single Window (NSW) Malaysia fully
implemented in 2012 and‐Customs Information
System establish in 1992
‐ NSW has six core services: (1) e‐Declare: Facility of
electronic submission of customs declarations (B‐
NSW‐Customs); (2) e‐Permit: Facility of electronic
application and approval of permit from Permit
Issuing Authorities (PIA) for customs clearance (B‐
NSW(PIA)‐Customs); (3) e‐Permit STA: Facility of
electronic application and approval of permit from
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Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation
MITI for customs clearance (B‐NSW(MITI)‐Customs);
(4) e‐Payment: Facility of electronic payment of
customs duties (B‐NSW(Bank)‐Customs); (5) e‐PCO:
Facility of electronic application and approval for
Certificate of Origin issued by MITI
(B‐NSW (MITI)); (6) e‐Manifest: Facility of electronic
application and manifest submission
 On AEO/MRAs
o The No of AEO status accredited companies
based on scopes is 140 (as at August 2018).
o Current signed MRAs: 3 countries (Japan,
Hong Kong, China and Korea)
o Ongoing MRAs negotiation with China,
Thailand, the United States, Singapore and
Australia
SCCP members:
 SCCP will continue working on increase the
efficiency of international supply chain through
harmonization,
simplification,
strengthen
transparency,
introduction
of
modern
technology and collaboration with stakeholders,
i.e. the private sector.
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SCCP is also aware of the challenges posed by
the Single Window International Interoperability

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims
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Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」 together
with their evaluation
and has agreed to keep working in future
meetings [with the support of APEC PSU] on the
harmonization of standards, and sharing
experiences and best practices on this matter.
 SCCP customs administrations will keep
strengthening Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
border enforcement with an aim to promote
innovative growth, secure international supply
chain and promote investment.

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2. Supply Chain Performance
Committee of
Trade and
Investment (CTI)

Improve supply 1. Advance logistics and transport
chain
facilitation.
performance
2. Improve supply chain performance
for time, cost and uncertainty.
3. Ensure performance and provide
security to the supply chain,
promoting the mutual recognition
agreements in the framework of the
AEOs.

China
The Asia‐Pacific Model E‐Port Network (APMEN) was
established in 2014 at the 22nd APEC Economic
Leaders Meeting (AELM) in Beijing. The objectives
of APMEN are to create an enabling environment for
model e‐ports and promote supply chain
connectivity and trade facilitation in the Asia‐Pacific
region by:
‐ Building an understanding amongst APEC
economies of the salient characteristics of a
model e‐port and how it can benefit APEC’s
supply chain and trade facilitation work.
‐ Performing a review of existing literature and
work on e‐ports to improve economies’
understanding.
‐ Sharing information and experiences in
developing, operating, and promoting e‐ports.
‐ Collaborating on identification of model e‐
ports and exemplary practices for e‐port
development in this region.
APMEN seeks to address Chokepoints 1, 2 and 4 of
Phase II of the Supply Chain Connectivity
Framework Action Plan (SCFAPII). By 2018, a total of
19 ports and e‐ports from 11 APEC economies
joined APMEN. In 2018, APMEN held the 4th APEC
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Sub‐Committee
Of Customs
Procedures
(SCCP)

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation
Public‐Private Dialogue (PPD) on Advancing Trade
Facilitation and Supply Chain Connectivity through
APMEN. The PPD focused on the regional
integration of the international trade Single Window
with ASEAN, presented the progress of APMEN pilot
projects and explored the application of blockchain
and other emerging technologies in digital trade.
APMEN held the 4th meeting of the APMEN Joint
Operational Group (AJOG), which included
participants from Australia, Canada, China, Hong
Kong China and Malaysia. CTI finalized the 2018
Review Report on APMEN and the Overall Progress
Report of APMEN 2015‐2018. The draft revised
APMEN Terms of Reference are under discussion by
CTI members.

Improve supply 1. Advance logistics and transport The United States
chain
facilitation.
 The U.S. AEO program, Customs Trade
performance
2. Improve supply chain performance
Partnership and Terrorism (CTPAT) has signed and
for time, cost and uncertainty.
initiated six joint‐work‐plans towards mutual
3. Ensure performance and provide
recognition. We signed our 11th MRA in
security to the supply chain,
December 2015 with the Dominican Republic.
promoting the mutual recognition
CTPAT continues to work with their MRA partners
agreements in the framework of the
to evolve the signed MRAs.
AEOs.
Malaysia
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Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation
 Granting of AEO status to enjoy facilities such as
differed payment, green lane, expedited customs
clearance.
 Malaysia plans to expand the scope of AEO to
include warehouses and logistics service provider.
SCCP members
 SCCP will continue supporting the development
and implementation of the SCFAP Phase II 2017‐
2020 together with CTI, especially regarding the
chokepoints relevant to Customs
 SCCP member will continue working on effective
ways to implement AEO Programs in the Asia
Pacific Region, including the promotion of MRA.

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 3: Regulatory Coherence and Cooperation and Good Regulatory Practices
Economic
Committee (EC)

Enable a whole‐
of‐government
approach in the
development of

To have at least one economy to Ongoing work on regulatory reform and good
participate in the self‐assessment of regulatory practices, including 11th Conference on
APEC‐OECD Integrated Checklist on Good Regulatory Practices
Regulatory Reform each year.
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regulations,
including
coordination
across
regulatory,
standards, and
trade agencies.

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions /
Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 4: Structural Reforms
Committee of Trade
and Investment (CTI)

Fostering
transparency,
safety,
competition
and better
functioning
markets
(including e‐
commerce) in
the Asia‐Pacific

1. Improve regulatory business
environment to be at par with
OECD performance.
2. Expand the application of safe and
trusted ICT and e‐commerce
environment.
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Australia
The Australian Department of the Prime Minister
and Cabinet advocates Australia’s regulatory
policy priorities and achievements and cooperates
through the OECD Regulatory Policy Committee
and other international fora. Australian officials
presented on Australia’s support for SMEs
through its regulatory framework at the ASEAN‐
OECD Good Regulatory Practice Network in the
Philippines in March 2017
(http://www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory‐
policy/grpn.htm). Australia frequently contributes
to discussions on good regulatory practices
through the APEC Economic Committee and APEC

Sub‐committee on Standards and Conformance,
including participation in the APEC workshop on
Exploring options for future APEC‐OECD
cooperation on GRP in August 2017 in Vietnam
(http://www.apec.org/Groups/Economic‐
Committee.aspx).
Australia has engaged bilaterally on regulatory
policy and Regulatory Impact Analysis with a
number of countries with a focus on building
capability and increasing understanding of
Australia’s approach to improving regulatory
quality. This includes providing training on
regulatory impact analysis. Recent engagements
include Cambodia, Japan, Indonesia, South Korea,
Laos, Thailand, Vietnam, and other non‐APEC
economies.
Through its Office of Best Practice Regulation, the
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
contributed to the development of the APEC
Massive Open Online Course on regulatory impact
analysis launched in August 2016. The APEC
MOOC covers the main elements of regulatory
impact analysis across APEC economies and
explains its key role in the development of
effective regulation
(https://apecriamooc.com/courses/apecriamooc).
Economic
Committee (EC)

Fostering
transparency,
safety,
competition

1. Improve regulatory business
environment to be at par with
OECD performance.
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In relation to #1, APEC continues to make positive
progress under RAASR and EODB. For example, 4
of the top 5 economies in the World Bank’s EODB
ranking are now APEC economies.

and better
2. Expand the application of safe and
functioning
trusted ICT and e‐commerce
markets
environment.
(including e‐
commerce) in
the Asia‐Pacific.

Telecommunications
And Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Fostering
transparency,
safety,
competition
and better
functioning
markets
(including e‐
commerce) in
the Asia‐Pacific

1. Improve regulatory business
environment to be at par with
OECD performance.
2. Expand the application of safe and
trusted ICT and e‐commerce
environment.

EC continues its work on developing a
Collaborative Framework on Online Dispute
Resolution.

1) APEC Framework for Securing the Digital
Economy
The project initially aimed to develop the APEC
Cybersecurity Framework, with a view to identify
common themes and frameworks in regional and
global approaches to secure, safe and trustful
Online environment. The Cybersecurity
Framework workshops were held at TEL56 and
TEL57 to review and discuss the draft framework
presented by Thailand. At TEL57, the meeting
agreed to rename the Framework as ‘APEC
Framework for Securing the Digital Economy’,
which brings forth a different and niche direction
than the initially intended comprehensive
Cybersecurity Framework. The draft Framework is
expected to be finalized and endorsed by TELWG
in 2018.
2) APEC Workshop on Internet Infrastructure
Security
This workshop was held on 4 June 2018, attended
by 50 participants from 10 economies. A total of 5
presentations were delivered by APNIC, PNG,
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Thailand, Australia, and ITU on securing the
Internet Infrastructure. The resounding message
from these presentations pointed towards a
greater need to tighten our internet
infrastructure security which is critical to building
trust and confidence in a digital economy.

3) Digital Economy: Strategies and Measurements
The key objective of the project is to drive the
adoption and development of an effective and
coherent Internet/ Digital Economy Strategies
among APEC economies. It also aims to enhance
understanding on how the progress of such a
strategy can be effectively measured to enable
identifying areas of improvement.
The first phase of the project has been
implemented in October 2018 through a
Workshop, and will be followed by the second
phase, which comprises a final report, which will
be developed and submitted in 2019.
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Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
Committee of
Trade and
Investment (CTI)

Enhance trade 1. Formulate a comprehensive regional
facilitation
policy and framework for
through removal
harmonization of standards and
of
technical
conformity assessment procedures.
barriers to trade 2. Implementation of the alignment of
national standards to international
standards and strengthening
conformity assessment capability.

Australia
Australia’s NMI participates in the global
frameworks for mutual recognition and acceptance
in scientific and legal metrology, under the two
respective inter‐governmental treaties. Both
frameworks are aimed at reducing technical
barriers to trade.
Through its work in APMP and APLMF, NMI is
actively supporting effective participation by
regional counterparts in both frameworks.

Sub‐Committee
Of Customs
Procedures
(SCCP)

Enhance trade 1. Formulate a comprehensive regional SCCP members
facilitation
policy
and
framework
for
 SCCP will continue working on the
through removal
harmonization of standards and
implementation of the WTO Trade
of
technical
conformity assessment procedures.
Facilitation Agreement (TFA), and to
barriers to trade
promote effective cooperation with relevant
2. Implementation of the alignment of
stakeholders from the public and private
national standards to international
sector on this
standards
and
strengthening
 In addition, SCCP will work with the World
conformity assessment capability.
Customs Organization (WCO) on capacity
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Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation
building initiatives and technical assistance
for APEC members
 SCCP will enhance their work on Customs to
Customs cooperation between APEC
Economies. In this regard, members agreed
on the relevance to implement art. 12 of TFA
and to explore in future meetings, the
opportunity it provides for APEC Customs
Administrations
to
improve
their
information exchange, with a view to
facilitate trade and secure the international
supply chain
 SCCP members will keep working on
increase awareness of the opportunities and
challenges brought by cross border e‐
commerce for customs administrations.
 SCCP will keep sharing information and
increase knowledge among Customs
administrations to better promote the
development of cross border e‐commerce.
SCCP will work and collaborate with
stakeholders, as the WCO
 SCCP members will continue working to
facilitate a secure cross border movement of
passengers and the accompanied goods by
implementing Advance Passenger Risk
Analysis
in
adopting
internationally
harmonized standards and best practices.

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex B)
B2.

Institutional Connectivity (by Economies)

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Customs and Border Administration
Hong Kong,
China

To modernize
customs and
border agency

1. Application of Single Window (SW)
system
‐ 2013: 14 economies have introduced
SW system.
‐ 2020: 21 economies to introduce SW
system.
2. To increase the number of authorized
economic operators (AEO) and mutual
recognition of AEOs.
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For Action 1:
A full‐fledged Trade Single Window will be
set up in HKC to provide a one‐stop
electronic platform for trading community
to lodge import and export trade
documents with the Government for trade
declaration and customs clearance
purposes. The Government will roll out the
Trade Single Window in phases. Phase 1 will
be implemented within 2018. In the longer

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

3. Improve customs and (electronic) SW
system toward interconnectedness
within and between domestic SW.
4. Encourage the development of
automated data exchange system(s) to
exchange preliminary information on the
movement of shipments between border
customs authorities of APEC economies.

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
run, the new system may also enhance
cross‐border customs cooperation between
HKC and her trading partners.
For Action 2:
Hong Kong Customs adopts three pronged
promotional
measures
covering
outreached company visits, joint publicity
programs with various associations and
training workshops to traders to boost up
the number of potential applicants. As of
September 2018, 49 local companies were
accredited as AEOs. Hong Kong Customs
has signed nine mutual recognition
arrangements (MRAs) with other Customs
administrations including China, India,
Korea, Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia,
Japan, Australia and New Zealand. The MRA
negotiations with Canada, Israel and
Mexico are in good progress.
For Action 3:
A full‐fledged SW covering all Business to
Government trade documents is being
developed.
With the completion of
preliminary cargo clearance system design
in Q3 2018, Hong Kong Customs is drafting
tenders for its implementation in the full‐
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Economy

Korea

Objectives

To modernize
customs and
border agency

Policy Actions/Aims

1. Application of Single Window (SW)
system
‐ 2013: 14 economies have introduced
SW system.
‐ 2020: 21 economies to introduce SW
system.
2. To increase the number of authorized
economic operators (AEO) and mutual
recognition of AEOs.
3. Improve customs and (electronic) SW
system toward interconnectedness
within and between domestic SW.
4. Encourage the development of
automated data exchange system(s) to
exchange preliminary information on the
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Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
fledged SW. Please refer to Action (1) for
details.
For Action 4:
The SW being developed would include the
technical capability to facilitate the future
connection with SWs maintained by other
economies.
Total 27 administrations are involved in
Single Window as of Aug. 2018.
38 AEO authorizations in 2018. Total 825
AEO authorizations as of Aug. 2018.
Capacity Building Seminars for Customs
Officials from ASEAN and Latin America by
Korea Customs Service.

Economy

Malaysia

Objectives

To modernize
customs and
border agency

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

movement of shipments between border
customs authorities of APEC economies.
1. Application of Single Window (SW)
 Malaysia fully implemented the National
system
Single Window in 2012.
‐ 2013: 14 economies have introduced
SW system.
 National Single Window (NSW Malaysia)
‐ 2020: 21 economies to introduce SW
has six (6) core services :
system.
i. e‐Declare : Facility of electronic
2. To increase the number of authorized
submission of customs declarations;
economic operators (AEO) and mutual
recognition of AEOs.
ii. e‐Permit : Facility of electronic
application and approval of permit
3. Improve customs and (electronic) SW
from Permit Issuing Authorities (PIA)
system toward interconnectedness
for customs clearance;
within and between domestic SW.
4. Encourage the development of
iii. e‐Permit STA : Facility of electronic
automated data exchange system(s) to
application and approval of permit
exchange preliminary information on the
from Ministry of International Trade
movement of shipments between border
and Industry for customs clearance;
customs authorities of APEC economies.
iv. e‐Payment : Facility of electronic
payment of customs duties;
v. e‐PCO : Facility of electronic
application and approval for Certificate
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Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
of Origin issued by Ministry of
International Trade and Industry; and
vi. e‐Manifest: Facility of electronic
application and manifest submission.
 As of August 2018, the number of AEO
status accredited companies based on
scopes is 140.
 Malaysia has signed MRAs with 3
economies ‐ Japan, HK and Korea.
 Malaysia is currently negotiating AEO
MRAs with US, China, Thailand, Singapore
and Australia.

Russia

To modernize
customs and
border agency

1. Application of Single Window (SW)
system
‐ 2013: 14 economies have introduced
SW system.
‐ 2020: 21 economies to introduce SW
system.
2. To increase the number of authorized
economic operators (AEO) and mutual
recognition of AEOs.
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On 28 July in Brussels the heads of customs
services of the countries of the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) and the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam (SRV) in addition to the
free trade Agreement between member
countries of the EAEU and Vietnam signed a
Protocol on the implementation of
exchange of information aimed at
simplification of customs operations, the
acceleration of the release of goods and the

Economy

Chinese Taipei

Objectives

To modernize
customs and
border agency

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Policy Actions/Aims
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
3. Improve customs and (electronic) SW
prevention of infringement of customs
system toward interconnectedness
legislation.
within and between domestic SW.
TELWG LSG Conformity Assessment and
Mutual Recognition Arrangement Task
4. Encourage the development of
Force
supports
the
continued
automated data exchange system(s) to
implementation of the Mutual Recognition
exchange preliminary information on the Arrangement (MRA) for the Conformity
movement of shipments between border Assessment (CA) of Telecommunications
customs authorities of APEC economies. Equipment or MRA CA.
1.

Application of Single Window (SW)
system
‐ 2013: 14 economies have introduced
SW system.
‐ 2020: 21 economies to introduce SW
system.

2.

To increase the number of authorized
economic operators (AEO) and mutual
recognition of AEOs.

3.

Improve customs and (electronic) SW
system toward interconnectedness
within and between domestic SW.
Encourage the development of
automated data exchange system(s) to
exchange preliminary information on

4.
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1. Chinese Taipei’s current SW system
started in 2013.
2. Based on the APEC Framework, Chinese
Taipei Customs started the AEO program
at the end of 2009. Currently, relevant
operators of the supply chain have been
included in this program. As of Sept. 30,
2018, the number of Security and Safety
AEOs stood at 356. To date, Chinese
Taipei has signed 5 AEO Mutual
Recognition Arrangements (MRAs) with
other countries, including 4 APEC
member economies.

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims
the movement of shipments between
border customs authorities of APEC
economies.

The United
States of
America

To modernize
customs and
border agency

1.

Application of Single Window (SW)
system
‐ 2013: 14 economies have introduced
SW system.
‐ 2020: 21 economies to introduce SW
system.

2. To increase the number of authorized
economic operators (AEO) and mutual
recognition of AEOs.
3. Improve customs and (electronic) SW
system toward interconnectedness
within and between domestic SW.
4. Encourage the development of
automated data exchange system(s) to
exchange preliminary information on the
movement of shipments between border
customs authorities of APEC economies.

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
3. To date, there are 28 domestic
government agencies electronically
interconnected to the SW system.
1. The Automated Commercial
Environment (ACE) is U.S. Single
Window that connects U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP), the
international trade community and
Partner Government Agencies (PGAs).
ACE facilitates legitimate trade while
strengthening border security by
providing government officials with
better‐automated tools and
information.
2. The transition to ACE has been a multi‐
year effort reinforced by a February
2014 Executive Order, as well as by
provisions in the Trade Facilitation and
Trade Enforcement Act of 2015
(TFTEA).
3. In February 2018, CBP deployed the
last of the major scheduled core ACE
deployments, marking a significant
milestone for government and
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Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
industry. All import manifest, cargo
release, post release, export and PGA
integration functionality scheduled for
delivery in ACE is now available.
4. CBP is continuing to work with the
trade community and focus on new
and emerging requirements.

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Supply Chain Performance
Indonesia

Improve supply
chain
performance

1. Advance logistics and transport facilitation.
2. Improve supply chain performance for
time, cost and uncertainty.

Indonesia tidak ada menyampaikan masukan
pada 2018 Stocktake ‐ The APEC Supply‐Chain
Connectivity Framework Action Plan II 2017‐
2020.

3. Ensure performance and provide security
to the supply chain, promoting the mutual

Logistic Performance Index (LPI) Indonesia
2016 & 2018:
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Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Supply Chain Performance
recognition agreements in the framework
of the AEOs.

Korea

Improve supply
chain
performance

1. Advance logistics and transport facilitation
2. Improve supply chain performance for
time, cost and uncertainty
3. Ensure performance and provide security
to the supply chain, promoting the mutual
recognition agreements in the framework
of the AEOs
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LPI Rank
LPI Score
Customs
Infrastructure
Int. Shipments
Logistic
Competence
Tracking & Tracing
Timeliness

2016
63
2.98
2.69
2.65
2.90
3.00

2018
46
3.15
2.67
2.89
3.23
3.10

3.19
3.46

3.30
3.67

Convenors Report:
SCCP member economies will continue
supporting the implementation of the SCFAP
II.
Increasing the number of economies with
which Korea has AEO MRAs
(*9MRAs (2014) → 13MRAs (2015) →
14MRAs (2016) → 16 MRAs (September
2017))
Improving the speed of fast clearance of
express cargo by establishing Express Cargo
Clearance Center (2016)

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Supply Chain Performance

Malaysia

Improve supply
chain
performance

Mexico

Improve supply
chain
performance

Launch of the Customs Border Targeting
Center for the effective prevention of high‐
risks goods related to terrorism and drugs at
Customs borders (2017).
1. Advance logistics and transport facilitation.  At present, Malaysia grants AEO status to
improve supply chain performance. AEOs
2. Improve supply chain performance for
will enjoy facilities such as deferred
time, cost and uncertainty.
payment, green lane, and expedited
customs clearance.
3. Ensure performance and provide security to
the supply chain, promoting the mutual  Malaysia also plans to expand the scope of
recognition agreements in the framework of
AEO to include warehouses and logistics
the AEOs.
service provider.
1. Advance logistics and transport facilitation. In terms of natural gas transport, as a part of
the natural gas value chain, in the last 6 years
2. Improve supply chain performance for
Mexico has had an ambitious pipeline
time, cost and uncertainty.
expansion plan to take this hydrocarbon to
several states of the country, allowing the
3. Ensure performance and provide security
national grid grows from 11,000 km to more
to the supply chain, promoting the mutual than 18,000 by the end of 2018 and a
recognition agreements in the framework
coverage in 28 out of 32 states that make up
of the AEOs.
the country.
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Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Supply Chain Performance
Chinese Taipei

Improve supply
chain
performance

1. Advance logistics and transport facilitation.
2. Improve supply chain performance for
time, cost and uncertainty.
3. Ensure performance and provide security
to the supply chain, promoting the mutual
recognition agreements in the framework
of the AEOs.
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1.

From Jan. 2011 to Sep. 2018, 427,103
containers were sealed by passive e‐
seals in Chinese Taipei, which saved
Chinese Taipei enterprises about
US$8,510,807 in operational cost and up
to 747,430 hours of operational time.
The application of passive e‐seals also
helps Chinese Taipei Customs to reduce
the number of physical escorts by up to
213,552 person‐times and save as many
as 469,813 hours of operational time.
Considering the fact that mutual
recognition is the core element of the
AEO program, and MRAs on AEO
programs will benefit both Chinese
Taipei and its trading partners in trade
facilitation and security, Chinese Taipei
has signed the AEO MRAs with the
United States, Singapore, Israel, Korea,
and Australia. Chinese Taipei sincerely
hopes that further cooperation in this
regard can be made between Chinese
Taipei and other APEC member
economies.

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Supply Chain Performance
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2.

Chinese Taipei’s self‐funded project,
“The Study of Best VGM (Verified Gross
Mass) Practices to Maintain and Enhance
the Supply Chain Connectivity in the
APEC Region” in the hope to review how
a safety related operational policy
(SOLAS VGM) caused unintended impact
/ consequence to the intermodal
container supply chain network, while
the result of which hopefully could
reduce trade costs across supply chains
and to improve supply chain reliability
and connectivity in supporting the
competitiveness of business in the APEC
region.

3.

Chinese Taipei has self‐funded project,
“Developing Guidelines for Motorcycle
Crash Data Collection and Reporting in
the APEC Region” seeks to improve the
accessibility and transferability of
motorcycle crash data among different
stakeholders, not only within each APEC
economy but also among APEC

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions
/ Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Supply Chain Performance
economies as a whole to maximize the
return on safety investment.
The United
States of
America

Improve supply
chain
performance

1. Advance logistics and transport facilitation.

Objectives

The U.S. AEO program, Customs Trade
Partnership and Terrorism (CTPAT) has
signed and initiated six joint‐work‐plans
towards mutual recognition. We signed
our 11th MRA in December 2015 with the
Dominican Republic.



CTPAT continues to work with their MRA
partners to evolve the signed MRAs.

2. Improve supply chain performance for
time, cost and uncertainty.
3. Ensure performance and provide security
to the supply chain, promoting the mutual
recognition agreements in the framework
of the AEOs.

Economy



Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 3: Regulatory Coherence and Cooperation and Good Regulatory Practices
Hong Kong,
China

Enable a whole‐
of‐government
approach in the
development of

To have at least one economy to participate in
the self‐assessment of APEC‐OECD Integrated
Checklist on Regulatory Reform each year.
326

HKC conducted its self‐assessment on the
Checklist in 2006.

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 3: Regulatory Coherence and Cooperation and Good Regulatory Practices

Malaysia

Mexico

regulations,
including
coordination
across
regulatory,
standards, and
trade agencies
Enable a whole‐
of‐government
approach in the
development of
regulations,
including
coordination
across
regulatory,
standards, and
trade agencies
Enable a whole‐
of‐government
approach in the
development of
regulations,
including

To have at least one economy to participate in
the self‐assessment of APEC‐OECD Integrated
Checklist on Regulatory Reform each year.

In
Malaysia’s
context,
APEC‐OECD
Integrated Checklist on Regulatory Reform
has been used as an internal domestic
reference for regulatory reform initiatives.

To have at least one economy to participate in
the self‐assessment of APEC‐OECD Integrated
Checklist on Regulatory Reform each year.

The pre‐workshop survey was distributed
among members of the Sub‐Committee on
Standards and Conformance. Thematic
priorities have been identified based upon
the answers received from multiple
economies ‐Canada, Japan, Thailand,
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Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 3: Regulatory Coherence and Cooperation and Good Regulatory Practices
coordination
across
regulatory,
standards, and
trade agencies

Economy

Objectives

Sub‐pillar 4: Structural Reforms
China
Fostering
transparency,

Australia, New Zealand and Chile‐. We have
outlined an agenda for the workshop to be
soon distributed. The General Information
Circular is in preparation process. Services
to be contracted for the development of the
event are being detailed to further initiate
the undertaking procedures to arrange
logistics.

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

1. Improve regulatory business environment
to be at par with OECD performance.

Since 2016, China has made positive progress
in the fields of aerospace, communications and
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Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Sub‐pillar 4: Structural Reforms
safety, competition
and better
2. Expand the application of safe and trusted
functioning
ICT and e‐commerce environment.
markets (including
e‐commerce) in
the Asia‐Pacific

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
navigation, high‐speed rail, deep‐sea
exploration science and infrastructure
construction. Currently, new drivers,
represented by new industries, new models
and new formats, are forming and growing
rapidly, a big boost to high‐quality economic
development.
Entrepreneurship and innovation has been in
full swing, with the wide application of such
new
models
as
mass
innovation,
crowdsourcing, collective support and
crowdfunding. A large number of start‐ups and
small and medium‐sized enterprises (SMEs)
with great vitality and growth potential have
stood out as the government intensified efforts
to streamline government functions, delegate
power, strengthen regulation and optimize
services.

Malaysia

Fostering
1. Improve regulatory business environment
transparency,
to be at par with OECD performance.
safety, competition 2. Expand the application of safe and trusted
and better
ICT and e‐commerce environment.
functioning
markets (including
329

 Malaysia has conducted several initiatives
to improve its regulatory business
environment as follows:
i. 2nd National Convention on GRP 2018
(11 October 2018);

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Sub‐pillar 4: Structural Reforms
e‐commerce) in
the Asia‐Pacific

Mexico

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation
ii. APEC peer review on public
consultation initiatives (September
2018); and
iii. Unified Online Public Consultation
portal (December 2018).

Fostering
1. Improve regulatory business environment
transparency,
to be at par with OECD performance.
safety, competition 2. Expand the application of safe and trusted
and better
ICT and e‐commerce environment.
functioning
markets (including
e‐commerce) in
the Asia‐Pacific

On January 11, 2018, the Ministry of
Economy published in the Federal Official
Gazette a Decree amending provisions of
the Federal Law on Consumer's Protection
(the "Decree").
The Decree included, among others,
amendments to the legal framework of
electronic transactions, including minimum
requirements that suppliers must comply.
The main amendments referred
to:
a. Terms and conditions applicable to
the offered product or service;
b. Mechanisms for consumers to verify
their purchase intention;
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Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 4: Structural Reforms
c. Mechanisms
acceptance;

for

the

purchase

d. Mechanisms of proof of purchase;
e. Mechanisms for claims, identity,
payment and delivery.
These specifications will be stablished on a
Mexican Standard (NMX) as a guide for the
Ethical conduct for electronic suppliers as a
self‐regulation normative alternative.

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
Indonesia

Enhance trade
facilitation through
removal of
technical barriers
to trade

1. Formulate a comprehensive regional
1. Indonesia ratified the Trade Facilitation
policy and framework for harmonization of
Agreement through Law No. 17/2017
standards and conformity assessment
concerning Ratification of the Protocol
procedures.
on Climate Change Establishment of the
World Trade Organization. In order to
facilitate the implementation of the
331

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
2. Implementation of the alignment of
national standards to international
standards and strengthening conformity
assessment capability.

Facilitation Agreement, based on the
mandate of Article 23.2 of the Trade
Facilitation Agreement, each Member
State forms a National Committee for
Trade Facilitation (NCTF) or several
existing institutions to facilitate related
consultants. In order to fulfill this
mandate, Indonesia established the
Komite Nasional Fasilitasi Perdagangan
(KNFP) through the Decree of the
Coordinating Minister for Economic
Affairs No. 199 of 2018 on May 11
2018.

2. Ratification of WTO TFA
a. The development of national standards
as stipulated in the Act No.20 Year
2014 on Standardization and
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Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
Conformity Assessment is through
alignment with international standards.
b. The alignment is conducted through
adoption of International Standard into
National Standards (SNI) both identical
and modified.
c. Total SNI (as of September 2018):
9820 SNI
Total SNI adopted from
international standard: 2468 SNI
 Identical : 2269 SNI
 Modified : 199 SNI
d. APEC Program on capacity building in
the field of conformity assessment on
Food Safety Scheme has brought
Indonesia as the first APEC economy
who received PAC (Pacific
Accreditation Cooperation) recognition

333

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
on Food Safety Management System
(ISO 22000).
e. Accredited Conformity Assessment
Bodies (CAB) in Indonesia (as of
October 2018):
 Testing Laboratory: 1254 Lab
 Calibration : 265 Lab
 Medic Lab:61 Lab
 Inspection: 123 Lab
 Proficiency Testing: 16 Lab
 Organic Certification Body: 9 Lab
 Product Certification Body:68 Lab
 Halal Certification Body: 1 Lab
 Timber Legality: 25 Lab
 Personel Certification Body:15 Lab
 Quality Management System
Certification Body: 1 Lab
 Food Security System Certification
Body :8 Lab
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Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
 HACCP System Certification Body: 8
Lab
 Information security Management
Certification Body: 6 Lab
 Medical Device Quality
Management System:2 Lab
 Tourism Certification Body:39 Lab
 Environment System Certification
Body:20 Lab
 Forest Sustainability Management
System: 14 Lab
 Ecolabel Certification Body:2 Lab
 Green Houses Gas:3 Lab
 Energy Management Sytem:2 Lab

Korea

Enhance trade
facilitation through
removal of
technical barriers
to trade

1. Formulate a comprehensive regional
policy and framework for harmonization of
standards and conformity assessment
procedures
2. Implementation of the alignment of
national standards to international
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The Korea Customs Service holds
seminars on topics such as Tariff
Classification,
TFA
and
Risk
Management at the Regional Training
Center (designated by the WCO) for
APEC members. It is to assist members

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
standards and strengthening conformity
assessment capability

in
implementing
standards.

international

Malaysia

Enhance trade
facilitation through
removal of
technical barriers
to trade

1. Formulate a comprehensive regional
 The Malaysian Logistics and Trade
policy and framework for harmonization of
Facilitation Master Plan (2015 ‐ 2020)
standards and conformity assessment
provides the strategic framework to
procedures.
improve the efficiency of transport and
2. Implementation of the alignment of
trade facilitation.
national standards to international
standards and strengthening conformity
 The Master plan outlines the steps which
assessment capability.
will need to be taken in order to resolve
bottlenecks in the logistics sector.

Mexico

Enhance trade
facilitation through
removal of
technical barriers
to trade

1. Formulate a comprehensive regional
policy and framework for harmonization of
standards and conformity assessment
procedures.
2. Implementation of the alignment of
national standards to international

336

 The Ministry of Energy is developing
the International Seminar for the
Development of the Natural Gas
Market, this event will bring together
government institutions, private
stakeholders, researchers and
consultants involved in the natural gas
sector from the APEC region, in order

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
standards and strengthening conformity
assessment capability.

to 1) Provide a space for analysis of the
current and prospective natural gas
market in the APEC region; 2) foster
the understanding of international
public experiences on energy security
regarding this commodity; and, 3)
allow for a rich discussion and
development of collaboration
mechanisms.
 The seminar is intended for all the
participants to benefit from it,
whether by achieving a
rapprochement among stakeholders;
by understanding other international
markets or by obtaining elements to
implement best practices, among
others.
 Development of photovoltaic Systems
technical specifications (systems under
500kW) taking as base the OECD and
international figures as a benchmark.
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Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
Russia

Enhance trade
facilitation through
removal of
technical barriers
to trade

1. Formulate a comprehensive regional
policy and framework for harmonization of
standards and conformity assessment
procedures.
2. Implementation of the alignment of
national standards to international
standards and strengthening conformity
assessment capability.
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1. Implementation of the experiment on
mutual recognition of the results of
customs control in respect of certain
types of goods.
 The purpose of the experiment is
to accelerate the passage of
customs procedures in respect of
goods transported across the
Russian ‐ Chinese border, due to
the fact that the re‐inspection is
not carried out by customs
authorities on the neighboring side
(except for the operation of the
risk management system) if it was
carried out in the country of
export.
 The experiment is carried out at
Border crossing points‐Suifenhe,
Poltava‐Dunn, Blagoveshchensk‐
Heihe,
Nizhneleninskoye‐
Tongjiang (far East) and Zabaikalsk‐
Manchuria (Siberia) in respect of
forest, mineral waters, malt beer,
soybeans, corn exported from the
Russian Federation to China, and

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
vegetables and fruits, bags and
packages of packaging, self‐
propelled machines and vehicles
imported from China to the
Russian Federation.


In total, 454 consignments for
import from China to Russia and
1160 consignments for export
from Russia to China have been
carried out in the framework of the
experiment since 2014. In order to
develop the experiment, a Protocol
on the exchange of information
obtained from the use of
inspection
and
inspection
complexes was signed in Beijing on
November 1, 2017. Currently, the
Chinese side is coordinating a draft
procedure
for
information
exchange.

2. Work on the integration of a number of
Russian‐Chinese projects to simplify
customs clearance of transit goods
339

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
transported by rail, as well as the
implementation of the Russian initiative
to organize an accelerated procedure
for customs clearance of goods
transported by rail logistics routes
Vorsino‐Shilun, Vorsino‐Dalian and
Vorsino‐Suzhou
3. In accordance with the order of the
Government of the Russian Federation
No. 2504p‐P13 of April 12, 2017, the
FCS of Russia was instructed to jointly
with the Chinese side to organize a
simplified procedure for customs
clearance of goods exported on the new
railway route of a direct container train
developed by JSC "Russian Railways"
and joint stock company "Russian
Export Center".
4. This route runs from the industrial Park
"Vorsino" Kaluga region to Shilun
station (China) and reduces the time of
delivery from 20 to 14 days with
significant cost savings.
340
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Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation



In 2017, the Vorsino‐Shilun route
delivered more than 1,300 tons of
goods in 138 containers, declared
in 81 DT, with a total statistical
value of more than $ 15 million.
The average time of release of
goods on the route 1 hour.



This route allows increasing the
speed of goods flow between the
two countries and leads to an
increase in the volume of exports.
In addition, the project will
contribute
to
the
active
development of the cargo and
industrial infrastructure of the two
countries.

For the organization of the accelerated
order of customs clearance of goods
exported from Russia to China, the customs
service of the Russian Federation
developed a draft Memorandum on the
simplification of customs clearance of
341
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Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
goods transported by rail logistics routes
Vorsino‐Shilun, Vorsino‐Suzhou, Vorsino‐
Dalian.
In order to discuss the issues of
coordination of a number of Russian‐
Chinese projects to simplify the customs
clearance of transit goods transported by
rail, as well as the implementation of the
Russian initiative to organize an
accelerated procedure for customs
clearance of goods transported on these
railway logistics routes, a quadripartite
meeting of customs services and Railways
of Russia and China is planned to be held in
Moscow by the end of 2018.
Russia

The Federal Customs service of Russia and
the customs service of Chile are working to
strengthen customs cooperation between
APEC countries in the creation of a model
Guide for the exchange of information
between the customs services of the Asia‐
Pacific region. Russia and Chile continue to
work to improve the exchange of
342
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Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy
Actions / Aims」 together with their
evaluation

Sub‐pillar 5: Trade Facilitation
information between the customs
administrations of the APEC countries by
analyzing the legal documents of the APEC
countries.
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Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex B)
C1.

People‐to‐people Connectivity (by Fora) nil submission for pillar 3

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions /
Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Business Travel Facilitation
Sub‐Committee Of
Customs Procedures
(SCCP)

Meet
preclearance
processing
time as
established
in the ABTC
Operating
Framework

Per the principles set forth in the ABTC
Operating Framework, economies should
make their best endeavor to complete
preclearance within two weeks of the
request and, in cases where further
information is required, within three weeks
of the request.

344

Australia
1) The Business Mobility Group (BMG) could
provide a presentation to SCCP on the ABTC
Scheme.

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions /
Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange
Committee on Trade
and Investment (CTI)

Group

Advance
work on
cross‐border
science,
technology,
and
innovation
exchange.

At least one APEC‐wide knowledge sharing
and dissemination event conducted per
year.

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

NMI led the development of APMP’s cross‐
border science and technology Focus Group
platforms in clean water, climate change and
clean air, energy efficiency, food safety and
health, and actively contributes to these work
programs. It also plays a leadership role in
associated regional capacity building.

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions /
Aims」 together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 3: Tourism Facilitation

Group

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Sub‐pillar 4: Professional and Labor Mobility
345

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions /
Aims」 together with their evaluation

Group

Objectives

Economic
Committee (EC)

Establish an
APEC‐wide
mechanism to
monitor and
respond to
regional skills
gaps

Telecommunications
And Information
Working Group
(TELWG)

Increase
number of
APEC‐wide
mutual
recognition
agreements for
skilled and
technical
workers, where
appropriate

Description of progress or achievement ／
relevant measures taken for 「Policy Actions /
Aims」 together with their evaluation
Establish a timely and accurate labor
One of the ideas from the Joint EC‐HRDWG
market and skills monitoring mechanism
Policy Dialogue on 2017 AEPR
appropriate for APEC members, taking into recommendations is to enhance labour
consideration national contexts and
market information systems, including by
working towards a single regional data
legislation.
platform; exchanging technical expertise;
promoting standard reporting system
(dashboard/skill map). This will be taken up
by the EC and HRDWG as one of the areas for
joint implementation of 2017 AEPR
recommendations.
Policy Actions/Aims

Increase, where possible, the number of
bilateral or multilateral MRAs within APEC
relative to 2014 figures in appropriate
sectors.

346

1) ICT skills Framework project
This project will develop and promote a
“Common ICT Skills Recognition Framework”
within the Asia Pacific Region. The project will
be developed in partnership with member
economies and relevant stakeholders
including South East Asian Regional
Computer Confederation (SEARCC). The
project addresses the problem of current
barriers to the mobility of ICT professionals
throughout the Asia‐Pacific region by
developing a common understanding of ICT
skills. The project concept note is currently
under consideration and will be submit for
approval intersessionally after TEL 58.

Yearly review framework for APEC Connectivity Blueprint
(Annex B)
C2.

People‐to‐people Connectivity (by Economies)
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Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Business Travel Facilitation
Chile

Meet
preclearance
processing time
as established in
the ABTC
Operating
Framework

Per the principles set forth in the ABTC
Operating Framework, economies
should make their best endeavor to
complete preclearance within two
weeks of the request and, in cases
where further information is required,
within three weeks of the request.

Chile completes applications ABTC preclearance
between 1 and 7days of the request and, in cases
where further information is required, within two
weeks of the request.

Korea

Meet
preclearance
processing time
as established in
the ABTC
Operating
Framework

Per the principles set forth in the ABTC
Operating Framework, economies
should make their best endeavor to
complete preclearance within two
weeks of the request and, in cases
where further information is required,
within three weeks of the request.

Contributing to business travel facilitation and other
people‐to‐people connectivity though various
related projects, just as currently Korea normally
completes preclearance within the period stated in
the ABTC Operating Framework regarding foreign
card applicants, with the introduction of a multiple
simultaneous vetting system on travel ban and
immigration law offense for foreign card applicants,
and cooperation with relevant agencies (trade
association).

Malaysia

Meet
preclearance
processing time
as established in
the
ABTC

Per the principles set forth in the ABTC
Operating Framework, economies
should make their best endeavor to
complete preclearance within two
weeks of the request and, in cases

Malaysia complies with the ABTC operating
framework.
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Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 1: Business Travel Facilitation

Russia

Economy

Operating
Framework

where further information is required,
within three weeks of the request.

Meet
preclearance
processing time
as established in
the
ABTC
Operating
Framework

Per the principles set forth in the ABTC
Operating Framework, economies
should make their best endeavor to
complete preclearance within two
weeks of the request and, in cases
where further information is required,
within three weeks of the request.

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Under ABTC Operating Framework during 3
quarters of 2018 more than 58,8 thousand
foreigners were approved for entering Russia
without visas on the bases of having business cards
of APEC.

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange
China

Implement APEC
Education
Strategy 2030
and its action
plan

An APEC Report on Education and
Economic Development is being
developed, for sharing knowledge and
information on education and
economic development aligned with
vision, pillars and priority areas of APEC
Education Strategy and its action plan,
349

Two workshops on APEC Report on Education and
Economic Development have been held and the
Report is being finalized for launch this year.
8 economies have shared the information on
projects and initiatives by submitting completed
templates.

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange
meanwhile echoing the theme of APEC
Year.
Information on projects and initiatives
relating to the action plan has been
collected via a template agreed by
member economies, as a way to
monitor and report the
implementation of APEC Education
Strategy and its action plan.

Indonesia

Increase the
number of intra‐
APEC
international
students

1. Baseline Report on Current
Education Status in Asia Pacific
Region has been updated to reflect
the most updated information on
education systems and reforms of
member economies.
1. Sustained 1,000,000 intra‐APEC
students.
2. Increase number of student
exchanges to developing economies.

10 economies have updated their chapters.



“Darmasiswa” scholarship, one‐year university
course in Indonesia. Major in Indonesian
language and arts; 679 students in academic
year 2018/2019 from various APEC economies
and other international students.
Link: http://darmasiswa.kemdikbud.go.id/
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Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange


Kemitraan
Negara
Berkembang
(KNB)
scholarship opens the opportunity to
experience life in the culturally most diverse
nation in the world while studying and earning
a master degree. The scholarship is offered to
potential students from developing countries to
earn their Master Degree at one of 16
prominent universities in Indonesia. Between
2009 – 2017 periods, we have been awarding
992 scholarships to students coming from 71
developing economies around the world.

Indonesia

Cultural
exchange events
by each
economy in
every other
economy

At least one cultural awareness event
by each APEC economy in every other
APEC economy per year.

Indonesian Festival in Japan for commemorating 60
years of Indonesia‐Japan diplomatic relations.
MSMEs and creative industry exhibition as well as
cultural show and event.

Indonesia

Advance work
on cross‐border
science,

At least one APEC‐wide knowledge
sharing and dissemination event
conducted per year.



351

Teacher capacity building and education
innovation
and
research
project
in

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange
technology, and
innovation
exchange

collaboration with Southeast Asian Minister of
Education Organization (SEAMEO).
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In collaboration with Ministry of Education,
Korea, and Institute of APEC Collaborative
Education (IACE):
o APEC Learning Community Builders (ALCoB)
Cooperative Project: School exchange with
Korea and other APEC members for primary
and mid‐level student to learn more about
curriculum, culture, teaching and learning
method, and education system.
o Teacher ICT capacity building through
ALCoB Internet Volunteer
Since 2016, Ministry of Research, Technology
and Higher Education has organized an annual
event of “Indonesia Innovation Day”.
It aims to exhibit and promote Indonesian
Centers of Excellence’s innovative products,
and develop collaboration with international
research and business institutions.
The Indonesia Innovation Day 2018 (is) held in
Kobe University, Japan, October 16. There are
41 innovative products (in the areas of food

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange
agriculture, energy, healthcare, social culture,
maritime and advanced material) being
showcased.
Korea

Increase the
number of intra‐
APEC
international
students

1. Sustained 1,000,000 intra‐APEC
students
2. Increase number of student
exchanges to developing economies

° Status of student exchange with APEC countries
Number of international students studying at
domestic higher education institutions (as of April
1, 2018) : 112,487
Number of Korean students studying at higher
education institutions abroad (as of April 1, 2017) :
205,515
° Status of student exchange with developing
economies
Number of international students studying at
domestic higher education institutions (as of April
1, 2018) : 31,334
Number of Korean students studying at higher
education institutions abroad (as of April 1, 2017) :
15,998
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Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange
Korea

Cultural
At least one cultural awareness event
exchange events by each APEC economy in every other
by each
APEC economy per year
economy in
every other
economy

Designating the year 2019 as KOREA‐PHILIPPINES
YEAR, also the year 2020 as KOREA‐RUSSIA YEAR OF
CULTURAL EXCHANGE, in order to strengthen
cooperation and exchange in the fields of culture
and arts.

Malaysia

Increase the
number of intra‐
APEC
international
students

1. Sustained 1,000,000 intra‐APEC
students.

 As of June 2018, the total number of APEC
students studying in Malaysia stood at 34, 251.

2. Increase number of student
exchanges to developing economies.

 The total figure represents APEC students studying
in public/private University, mobility programme
(student exchange), language and skill centres.
-
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China – 16,376
Indonesia – 10,471
Brunei – 1,153
Thailand – 1,727
Japan – 1,181
Viet Nam – 904
Singapore – 887
Philippines – 617
Australia – 182
Russia – 178
Canada – 174

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange
-

USA – 208
PNG – 77
Hong Kong, China – 69
New Zealand – 28
Mexico – 15
Peru – 3
Chile – 1

Malaysia

Cultural
exchange events
by each
economy in
every other
economy

At least one cultural awareness event
by each APEC economy in every other
APEC economy per year.

 Through the National Department for Culture and
Arts, Malaysia promotes cultural events. Among
the key events is the traditional arts showcase
where Malaysia will highlight her diverse customs,
festival, dance, costumes and arts.

Malaysia

Advance work
on cross‐border
science,
technology, and
innovation
exchange

At least one APEC‐wide knowledge
sharing and dissemination event
conducted per year.



In advancing cross border science, technology
and innovation exchange, Malaysia organised
two events in 2018:
- APEC Seminar on Understanding the Impact of
Smart Manufacturing in Policy and Regulatory
Approaches, 25 & 26 September 2018;
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Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange
- Regional Conference on Fourth Industrial
Revolution New and Emerging Technologies in
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals, 23 ‐
24 October 2018; and
- Launching of National Policy on Industry 4.0, 31
October 2018.

Mexico

Cultural
exchange events
by each
economy in
every other
economy

Mexico

Advance work
on cross‐border
science,
technology, and
innovation
exchange

A large‐scale project "Festival of
Russian culture in Japan ‐ 2018"
initiated by the leaders of the two
countries, within the framework of
which numerous political,
humanitarian, economic, scientific and
technical events are planned.
At least one APEC‐wide knowledge
sharing and dissemination event
conducted per year.
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On May 26, Moscow hosted the Official opening
ceremony of the Year of Russia in Japan and the year
of Japan in Russia in 2018 ‐ In connection with it in
June started the "Festival of Russian culture in Japan
‐ 2018".

On February 7‐8, the conference "cooperation in
the field of transport education in order to
strengthen transport interconnection in APEC" was
held in Moscow within the framework of the
international forum "Transport education and
science".
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Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange
On April 23, an updated Memorandum of
cooperation was signed between Moscow State
Institute of International Relations (MGIMO) and
the diplomatic Academy of Vietnam.
On September 8, 23 documents on cooperation
between Russian and Vietnamese universities were
signed on the sidelines of the official visit of the
Secretary General of the Communist party of
Vietnam Nguyen Fu Chong to Russia.
 On the sidelines of the fourth Eastern economic
forum, the 7th APEC conference on cooperation
in higher education, as well as the dialogue of
young diplomats of the Asia‐Pacific countries,
dedicated to the challenges of the digital era,
was held on September 11‐13 at the far Eastern
Federal University.
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TELWG Project on Earthquakes and Water
floods Monitoring System with the application
of the Internet of Things (IoT) (Russia) is being
implemented with a view to create a regional
(cross‐border) science, technology and
innovation exchange centres on emergency
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Sub‐pillar 2: Cross‐border Education Exchange
monitoring systems based on IoT and other ICT‐
based emerging technologies.
Chinese Taipei

Advance work
on cross‐border
science,
technology, and
innovation
exchange

At least one APEC‐wide knowledge
sharing and dissemination event
conducted per year.
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 The Food and Drug Administration has been
hosting annual “APEC Good Registration
Management Regulatory Science Center of
Excellence Workshop” in cooperation with RAPS
(Regulatory Affairs Professionals Society) Taiwan
Chapter since 2016, and will continue to hold the
training workshop for 5 years. The aim has been
met.
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Sub‐pillar 3: Tourism Facilitation
Australia
Higher number
of total tourist
arrivals in APEC

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Policy Actions/Aims

Increase the number of total tourist
arrivals in APEC to 800 million.

This is monitored through the APEC TWG annual
State of Tourism Report.

Reduce
travelers’ costs
and
uncertainties
relating to
tourism

Establish an APEC‐wide Code
Conduct for Travel Providers.

Given the rise of
the cruise
industry activity
in the APEC
region, data to
analyse the
economics of
cruise tourism is
being
undertaken.

APEC Economic Study on the Impact of
Cruise Tourism: Fostering MSME
Growth and Creating Sustainable
Communities
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of Tourism Ministers at TMM10 held in Port Moresby
on 1 June 2018 endorsed the APEC Guidelines for
Tourism Stakeholders.

Project currently underway. Led by Papua New
Guinea in the APEC TWG and co‐sponsored by
Australia, Japan, Peru, the Philippines, Chinese
Taipei and Russia.
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Sub‐pillar 3: Tourism Facilitation

Chile

Reduce
travelers’ costs
and
uncertainties
relating to
tourism

Establish an APEC‐wide Code
Conduct for Travel Providers.

Japan

Higher number Increase the number of total tourist
of total tourist arrivals in APEC to 800 million.
arrivals in APEC

The number of foreign tourists visiting Japan in
January‐August 2018 was 21,309,000. (12.6%
increase).

Korea

Higher number
of total tourist
arrivals in APEC

Undertaking related policies and projects, such as
the Initiative to Expand Visa Waiver, No‐visa Entry
for Foreigners in Transit, Expanded Use of Smart
Entry Service (SES), and Expanded Issuance of
Electronic Visa.

Malaysia

Higher number Increase the number of total tourist
of total tourist arrivals in APEC to 800 million.
arrivals in APEC

Increase the number of total tourist
arrivals in APEC to 800 million

of In October, this year a Supreme Decree published
in the Official Gazette established a reduction in
boarding fees. This means that international rates
will be immediately reduced from US$30 to US$26,
US$25 in 2019 and US$24 in 2020.

 Tourist Arrivals in Malaysia:
- 2016: 26.8 million
- 2017: 25.9 million
Changes 2016/2017: (3.0%)
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Malaysia
Reduce
travelers’ costs
and
uncertainties
relating to
tourism

Policy Actions/Aims

Establish an APEC‐wide Code of
Conduct for Travel Providers.

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation
 APEC Tourism Ministers have endorsed the APEC
Guidelines for Tourism Stakeholders at the 10th
APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting, which took
place at Port Moresby, PNG from 28 May‐1 June
2018.
 The APEC Guidelines for Tourism Stakeholders will
act as a benchmark for APEC economies to ensure
the tourism industry continues to grow in a robust,
mindful and adaptive manner.
 Malaysia supports the proposal of the guidelines
and will ensure the elements in the guidelines are
included during strategising the newly updated
National Tourism Policy.

Russia

Higher number
of total tourist
arrivals in APEC

Increase the number of total tourist
arrivals in APEC to 800 million.

In September 2018, a draft intergovernmental
agreement on simplifying the visa regime for mutual
travel of citizens of Russia and Indonesia was
agreed.

Chinese Taipei

Higher number
of total tourist
arrivals in APEC

Increase the number of total tourist
arrivals in APEC to 800 million.

Chinese Taipei submitted the case study proposal of
“Achieving an Inclusive and Prosperous Future
though Accessible Tourism for All” to PSU, and was
selected as one of the only six cases among many
cases submitted by all economies to PMU.
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Sub‐pillar 3: Tourism Facilitation
Later on, the title of the case study was amended as
“INNOVATING FOR ACCESSIBLE TOURISM” under the
PEOPLE‐TO‐PEOPLE CONNECTIVITY.
Currently the first draft is been approved in the
progress report of the Case Studies on “Addressing
Connectivity Challenges in APEC Economies”.
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Sub‐pillar 4: Professional and Labor Mobility
Australia

Establish
an Establish a timely and accurate labor
APEC‐wide
market and skills monitoring
mechanism to mechanism appropriate for APEC
monitor
and members, taking into consideration
respond
to national contexts and legislation.
regional
skills
gaps

Participation in the APEC Labour Market Portal
remains very low. In 2017, no APEC economy
contributed data to the Portal. Fresh approaches
are required to improve the IT capability of the
portal, promote the value of the Portal and
increase participation by APEC member economies.
In the context of digitalization, demographic
changes and evolving demand for skills, there is
growing importance and value in this work.
APEC’s Human Resource Development Working
Group (HRDWG) and the Tourism Working Group
project: APEC Tourism Occupation Standards
Development. This project is designed to contribute
to the region’s economic growth and productivity
by ensuring that skills development in the tourism
sector meets real‐world on‐the‐job needs of
industry.
The project is jointly led by Australia and Peru and
involves four other economies (Chinese Taipei, the
Republic of the Philippines, Thailand and Viet
Nam).
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Sub‐pillar 4: Professional and Labor Mobility
The project is trialing the APEC Occupational
Standards Framework, initiated by Australia in
2015, through the development of occupational
standards for six occupations in the tourism sector
(housekeeper, travel consultant, cook, front desk
attendant, bar attendant and event coordinator).
To date there have been three project workshops:
1. Technical Workshop, Brisbane, Australia (22 ‐
25 November 2016)
2. Pacific Alliance Technical Workshop, Cusco,
Peru (28 – 30 March 2017)
3. Working Group Validation Workshop, Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam (17‐19 May 2017).
In‐country validation activities took place between
February and May 2017.
Next steps: finalise companion guides for the six
occupations; consultations; finalise reporting;
endorsement; other possible pilot projects.

Australia

Increase number Increase, where possible, the number
of APEC‐wide
of bilateral or multilateral MRAs within
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Sub‐pillar 4: Professional and Labor Mobility
mutual
recognition
agreements for
skilled and
technical
workers, where
appropriate
Malaysia

APEC relative to 2014 figures in
appropriate sectors.

Establish
an Establish a timely and accurate labor
APEC‐wide
market and skills monitoring
mechanism to mechanism appropriate for APEC
monitor
and members, taking into consideration
respond
to national contexts and legislation.
regional
skills
gaps

 In January 2017, the architectural licensing
authorities of the USA, Australia and New Zealand
entered into a mutual recognition arrangement,
facilitating registration across borders.

 Malaysia, through the Ministry of Human
Resource, continues to conduct the International
Technical Education & Vocational Training (InVITE)
Programme.
This
programme
provides
comprehensive skills, including elements of core
technical skills, communication skills, office
administration,
technological
skills
and
entrepreneurship.
 As at August 2018, the InVITE Programme has 309
registered foreign students, which five students
are from APEC Economies (China‐2 and Vietnam‐
3).

Mexico

Increase number Increase, where possible, the number Other Agreements:
of APEC‐wide
of bilateral or multilateral MRAs within
mutual
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Sub‐pillar 4: Professional and Labor Mobility
recognition
agreements for
skilled and
technical
workers, where
appropriate

The Philippines

Establish
an
APEC‐wide
mechanism to
monitor
and
respond
to
regional
skills
gaps

APEC relative to 2014 figures in The Pacific Alliance is about to publish a facilitation
appropriate sectors.
agreement for professional services suppliers to
obtain a license to supply services in the region on a
bilateral basis. The main objective of the agreement
is to simplify the licensing process and to short the
time to get the license. In principle, this initiative will
be set up for engineer professions but other
professions could be part of it.
Establish a timely and accurate labor
1. Participated in the drafting of the APEC Labor
market and skills monitoring
Mobility Framework, particularly in providing
key inputs towards advancing TVET interests for
mechanism appropriate for APEC
members, taking into consideration
increased middle‐level workforce mobility
national contexts and legislation.
across the region.
TESDA’s Executive Director Ma. Susan P. Dela
Rama of the Certification Office is also a member
of the Advisory Committee of the APEC Labour
Mobility Framework.
2. Active in the drafting of the APEC Report on
Education and Economic Development, which
will incorporate the findings and results from
completed and ongoing APEC projects focusing
on member economies’ commonly concerned

366

Economy

Objectives

Policy Actions/Aims

Description of progress or achievement ／ relevant
measures taken for 「Policy Actions / Aims」
together with their evaluation

Sub‐pillar 4: Professional and Labor Mobility
issues such as cross‐border education, including
higher education and TVET.
TESDA worked with Australia in the drafting of
Chapter III (Qualifications Frameworks, Skills
Development and Career and Technical
Education). Specifically, TESDA drafted Part 2
(The Relevance of Qualifications Frameworks – a
Case Study from the Philippines) of the said
Chapter and submitted these to its Australian
counterpart last 29 July 2018. The final editing
and vetting of the chapter is yet to be discussed
with Australia.
3. Ms. Charlyn B. Justimbaste, Officer‐in‐Charge of
the Planning Office – Project Development
Division, is a member of the drafting committee
for the APEC Report on Education and Economic
Development.

The Philippines

Increase number
of APEC‐wide
mutual
recognition

Increase, where possible, the number
of bilateral or multilateral MRAs within
APEC relative to 2014 figures in
appropriate sectors.
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As the national Tourism Professional Certification
Board (TPCB), TESDA is the sole agency authorized
by the Philippine government primarily responsible
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Sub‐pillar 4: Professional and Labor Mobility
agreements for
skilled and
technical
workers, where
appropriate

for the assessment and certification of tourism
professionals. Among its functions as TPCB are to:
- Assess qualifications and/or competencies of
tourism professionals as specified in the ASEAN
Common Competency Standards for Tourism
Professionals (ACCSTP)
- Issue certificates to tourism professionals whose
qualifications and/or competencies comply with
the ACCSTP
- Develop process and maintain a registry of
certified tourism professionals and job
opportunities.
- Notify the National Tourism Professional Board
(NTPB) when foreign tourism professionals are
no longer qualified or have violated any
technical, professional or ethical standards.

Russia

Increase number
of APEC‐wide
mutual
recognition
agreements for

Increase, where possible, the number
of bilateral or multilateral MRAs within
APEC relative to 2014 figures in
appropriate sectors.
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The Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of
Russian Federation has proceeded to
preparation of the Draft Agreement between
Government of the Russian Federation and

the
the
the
the
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Sub‐pillar 4: Professional and Labor Mobility
Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam on
the organized recruitment and involvement of
citizens of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam for
temporary employment in the Russian Federation.

skilled and
technical
workers, where
appropriate

The first round of negotiations will take place in
November 2018 in Moscow.

END OF REPORT
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