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2.2

Updates on initiatives related to COVID-19

Koji Suzuki,
Co-Chair, APEC Emergency Preparedness Working Group

2.0 Post COVID-19 Tourism Scenario 
APEC Tourism Working Group (TWG) Virtual Meeting on COVID-19
15 May 2020 (Friday), 10:00 to 13:00 (Malaysia/UTC+8)



• proposing EPWG member economies to voluntary share 
their practices in responding to Covid-19 pandemic, as of 
17th April.

EPWG Co-Chairs letter to EPWG member economies



Responses from EPWG Member Economies

Australia; China; Hong Kong,China; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; 
Mexico; Singapore and Chinese Taipei (as of 14th May)

Public health:
border control, movement restrictions, home/community isolation,  
business operation control, media and public relations, remote education, 
remote working, IT technology application, changing event schedule, 
tracking human behavior, stock piling commodities

Relief package: 
hands on cash transfer, benefits in kind, tax exemption, financial  
supports for business operations, job safeguard, price ceiling, resales 
restrictions



Disaster Management Organizations Concern

• What if disaster attacks in the midst of the pandemic?  

• Cyclone Harold hit the Pacific island countries in April

• Tropical Depression Ambo hit Philippines in May

• Typhoon, Earthquake, Tsunami, Volcanic Eruption could 
happen anytime and anywhere

• Management of evacuation centers with COVID-19



Response Measures in disaster preparedness and 
disaster response, especially at the evacuation centers

• Open many evacuation centers, as possible

• Minimize crowd at evacuation centers (other evacuees to 
stay at relatives’ or friends’ houses)

• Discuss in advance the evacuation of home care patients
with health and welfare offices 

• Regularly check evacuees’ health condition



• Thoroughly practice basic preventive measures (e.g., 
washing hands and coughing etiquette)

• Maintain hygienic environment at evacuation centers

• Ensure adequate ventilation and space

• Secure space for people with symptoms (e.g., cough and 
fever)

• Prepare, in advance, appropriate measures in case 
someone is found infected of COVID-19 



Introducing Mobipack

• Decision Making Support System for COVID-19 
Management

• Collaboration with University of Tokyo & ADRC



Mobipack for COVID-19 management

• Tracking the COVID-19 affected people with mobile phone 
communication data

• Free & open software: no cost for introduction and download

• Remotely introduce & download the software: infection risk free

• Remotely support the software operation: infection risk free

• All the process of data analysis stays in the economy: data
security

• University of Tokyo & ADRC jointly promoting & ready to make 
web presentation upon request.



Contact Information 

Koji Suzuki, Mr.

Executive Director, Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC)
Co-Chair, Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG)/APEC
Co-Chair, Sentinel Asia Steering Committee (SA-SC)
Member of National Committee for Space Strategy (QZSS)
Visiting Professor, Kobe University

Email: ks-suzuki@adrc.asia , 2015utouzaka@gmail.com

TEL +81-(0)78-262-5540

http://www.adrc.asia/top_j.php
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