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E Estimates indicate close to 20 million
2 0 — PEOPLE WORLDWIDE EARN THEIR
= LIVING FROM RECYCLING WASTE.

Source: ILO (2013)

Waste pickers

WASTE PICKERS CONTRIBUTE
COLLECT, SORT,

to city life through:

INTO CITY SOLID WASTE
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

i — |

Cities around the world

have demonstrated that"% v: :
INCLUDING WASTE PICKERS IN CITY
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT b

IS POSSIBLE. >

Source: Chikarmane (2012), Dias (2011), *
Parra (2015}, Schamber (2012)

Waste pickers around the
world are organizing for

RECOGNITION, PAYMENT
FOR THEIR SERVICES &
SOCIAL INCLUSION

Source: Bonner & Spooner (2012)




ILO estimates indicate 15-20 ‘million people worldwide earn their living by recycling waste. Recycling
reduces emissions 25 times more than incineration does.
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A “Waste pickers reclaim and recycle waste for raw materials and packing materials — thereby
. j contributing to the reduction of carbon gas-emissions.
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WIEGO
. Waste pickers supply solid waste collection in many cities in developing economies  at little or no cost
::f' 3 AN Y " to city budgets — while diverting tons of material from landfills.
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We provide collection services
that prevent open waste burning,
which can pollute the ocean.

We extract organic materials from
unlined dumpsites, which stops toxins
from seeping into groundwater and
ocean environments, :

We provide a low-cost waste collection service &
that governments can afford so that poorer . >
communities can also access this service, which 2 3 @
helps to prevent informal dumping.

We collect materials for recycling
and reuse from residents, businesses,
or the street and stop them from
polluting the environment.

By recycling and reusing, we prevent the need
for new materials (virgin raw materials) to be
made, which can destroy environments.

We provide reusable dishes to

prevent the use of single-use

plastics that can end up in the
~ . environment.

We meet with residents face-to-faceand .~
work with them to advocate for better
waste management practicesandto /o~

" We sort and process recyclable communicate new initiatives like / 7 FT We push for new policies to encourage
3 materials locally preventing single-use plastic bans, etc. 7 i everyone's participation in the recycling,
contamination when shipping to / 4 reuse, and reduction of waste.

othereconomiesiwhere they
might end up in the ocean).
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Global Networking

Since the 2008 First WP Conference in Bogota |,
interactions among waste pickers across the world have
increased , especially through the Inclusive Cities Project,
an umbrella project lead by WIEGO that engaged
informal workers ' MBOs . Waste pickers are being
proactive in terms of trying to shape solid waste systems.
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Colombia to Pune: To

connect with ragpickers

ROHAN SWAMY
JANUARY 18

ITHAVE been collecting, rather
‘picking my way' , through
garbage bins searching for recy-
clable paper, plastic, and other
scrap eversince Iwassevenyears
old. My parents, grandparents,
brothers and sisters were all in
this business. We used to

scrounge garbage dumps, land-

fillsand streets so thatwe could

ekealivingout ofit,” says Nohra

Padilla, a ragpicker who has
come all the way from Bogotd,
Colombia to interact with the
ragpickersin the city.
Speaking about her experiences in
Bogots she says, “When Iwassmall, the
waste collectors, (also called as recy-

the.
Kashtakal Panchayat at Pimpri. Oinam Anand

pickers around the world. Most promi-
nent amongsl the problems are health
hazards, bad living conditions, and lack
of organised waste management sys-
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A'ragpicker-activist’s
battle for dignity

Mansi Tewari | Tnn

Pune: “The countries may be dif-
ferent, but the issues remain the
same,” said Nohra Padilla, a Colom-
bian wastepicker who was recently
in the city Ragpickers in her country,
to0, she said, had tofight a great deal
for dignity and respect.
Oneof

difference. The condition is almost
the same. It is just that in Colombia
people are proud of what they do an
people respect them for their work.
In India that is not the case.”

While in the city, Nohra wanted
tolearn as much as she could about
the functioning of the Kagad Kach
Patra Kashtakarij Panchayat (KKP-

members of Recy-
cladores Association
of Bogota (ARB),

fought for 15 years to
get the government to
recognise our profes-
sion and demanded a
modification in the

law. The organisation
in Bogota has fought
to get houses, insur-

cladores) worked in tems. We hop pileitallintoaset
tions. We had to also go to the Bogota  of! ents thatwe can present to the
City Dump — to collect waste paper,  vari yvernments so that they take
plastic and other things — whichwas a. ork to improve the condi-
thystretch of land. We had lodgedan  tions of the ragpickers.”
agitation against the government and with the ragpi the
eventually got them to Kagad Kach Paira
plckersmtherecydmgchamml%7 7 she says, “It has beefran e'xpenenoe to
Nobhrais also the head of the Recy-  see these people work so hard. Even

cladores Association of Bogota (ARB)
‘whichworks towards ensuring that rag-
pickers also benefit from the recycling
ofwasteand garbage.

The Association ensures that waste is
collected in a much hygienic way. The
ragpickers are provided with safety
eqmpmem while collecting waste, she

Closeto55 per centof the people in
Colombia live below poverty line. Out
ofﬂx&se,clcsetoSSOOOateragpmk
who

government”she- adds On her tipto

with the little resources available, they
not only manage to set up an organisa-
tion butwork without complaining. One
of the most important things that has
touched me s the fact that these people
have a huge amount of mutual respect
not only for one another but also for the
work that they do.”

“They shouldbe given equipmentlike
masks, gloves, boots etc while on duty.
They should start segregating garbage so
that it is much more easier for them to
collect different types of garbage prod-
ucts. Theyshould have access (000mpa~

Py

ingthe pmblems that are faced by mg—

nies that
candirectly sell the refuse to them.”

elp on Saturday:
“Tinherited this occupation. Thave
been a wastepicker since the age of
seven,” said Nohra. “My whole fam-
ily was into ragpicking and we have

5 KP) to better under-
stand the problems of
ragpickers in India. Of
the organisation she
says, “It is an impor-
tant organisation, and
is showing the gov-
ernment and the rag-
pickers the way.”
Nohra says she will
return to India and
fightfor the cause that
has motivated her to
travel so far. “People
must understand that
ragpickersare serving
society and are doing
xespectable]ob "They
wust, therefore, be
treated as eqm” she says.
Speakingabout Indla Nohrasaid,
“The infrastructure here is good and
the people are peaceloving, which is
not the case in Latin America. Pover-

struggled alotto earn and.

Tespect we have today.”

Comparing the condition of rag-
pickers in India with those in Colom-
bia, Nohra said, “There isnotalot of

ty drives but
this is not the case in India.”

“We will fight all problems and
stand together to get economic recog-
nition for ragpickers,” she promised.




nclusive Recycling —Belo
Horizonte City, Brazil

1.Curbside collection of recyclables in
part of the Central and Southern
Regions of the city .

- Recyclables collected by
municipal trucks are taken to
waste pickers coops warehouses
for sorting and further processes.

e _. : e ___ .7 i, T,

2.Recycling containers in
public areas.

- Collection by municipal
trucks ; recyclables
taken to coops
warehouses

- 3. Street pickers allowed
to collect recyclables

- City contracts coops




COVID19: Informal Waste Pickers

- Covid19: Unique challenges for informal waste sector

- Greater vulnerability due to insalubrious environments such as open
dumps, lack of access to safety equipments such as gloves, masks etc.

- There is also the increase of medical waste from homes and office.
- Different studies are presenting the life span of the virus and
permanence on surfaces
- Serious implications for informal waste pickers
- Occupational health impacts derived from climatic and non climatic
factors

- Thus, Covid19 brings an additional layer of vulnerability which
cannot be minimized which is even greater for women pickers

- In addition to health challenges workers face threats of loosing their
niches to big private actors and the shutting down of middlemen depots




Waste pickersreadiness to im prove safety
protocols — WIEGO research (Brazil)

Figure 10: Contagion prevention protocols

Use of PPE (masks, gloves, glasses) 98%
Continuous use of personal hygiene disinfectants 97%
Prevention guidelines for members of cooperatives 95%

Daily wash of bathrooms and cafeterias with hypochlorite
Isolation of at-risk individuals
Daily cleaning of surfaces with 70%-alcohol solution

Quarantining of materials

Group division for meals
Sorting group division by shifts ([N 13

Others (N 13

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 120%
Source: Authors, 2020.
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PPE only

Waste Plckers Protection Barrlers
; Gowd 19,

- Urban Protection Equipment
lective Protection Equipment
al Protective Equipment

source: ORIS, 2020



ulldlng Green Jobs Systems

- COMPONENTS OF A HEALTHY AND DIGNIFIED LIFE

Pillars of Waste Pickers’

Health

Physical well-being
Emotional well-being
Good nutrition
Access to Information

Socio-economic security

Recognition

Important Allies

Municipal, state and

federal governments

Health professionals

Communities

Businesses/Generators
~ of waste

Research centers on

ergonomics, architecture,

planning workers' health

Holistic Understanding
of Waste Pickers’ Health

. ' Respe*ct !orolher&

v Solldarlty
-/ Friendship
¥ Patience

1 "-"/ Recoznltmnforco-worker

Cuidar Project
Waste Pickers’
Health Risk Mapping

Q’ --;__"

Components of Healthy
Workplace

Organized workspace
Adequate infrastructure
and equipment
Adequate and durable
protective equipment
Ventilation, proper lighting
Common Spaces '

Important Attitudes within
Cooperatives

Better Hygiene

Organized workspace
Respect for others

Spaces for dialogue

Breaks to stretch

Breaks to drink water and eat
Breaks to go to the restroom
Understanding

i i
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Thinking Forward

1. Build from what already exists: with informal waste pickers
2. Invest in building informal workers’ capacity to deliver in complementarity with
formal systems. Factarinrgenderequality|ity.
3. Strengthen WP capacity to withstand or recover from all sorts of impacts — health,

economic, climate change.
a. The notion of resilience has been associated with climate change, butitis a
useful notion in the current outbreak. There is an interconnection between
health, economic, and environmental crisis that needs to be explored.
4. Rethink and reshape solid waste systems to understand role of informal workers
=> feeding recycling markets with raw material that sustain production. Industries
have a responsibility
5. Recognize waste pickers, especially\women=n as contributors to public health,

circular economies, and environmental stewards.
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