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Global Networking
Since the 2008 First WP Conference in Bogota , 
interactions among waste pickers across the world have
increased , especially through the Inclusive Cities Project, 
an umbrella project lead by WIEGO that engaged
informal workers ’ MBOs . Waste pickers are being
proactive in terms of trying to shape solid waste systems.



Inclusive Re cyc lin g – Be lo  
Ho rizo n t e  Cit y, Bra zil

1. Curbside collection of recyclables in 
part of the Central and Southern 
Regions of the city . 

• Recyclables collected by
municipal trucks are taken to
waste pickers coops warehouses
for sorting and further processes.

2. Recycling containers in 
public areas . 

• Collection by municipal 
trucks ; recyclables
taken to coops
warehouses

• 3. Street pickers allowed
to collect recyclables

• City contracts coops



COVID19: Informal Waste Pickers
- Covid19: Unique challenges for  informal waste sector

- Greater vulnerability due to insalubrious environments such as open 
dumps, lack of access to safety equipments such as gloves, masks etc.

- There is also the increase of medical waste from homes and office.
- Different studies are presenting the life span of the virus and 

permanence on surfaces
- Serious implications for informal waste pickers
- Occupational health impacts derived from climatic and non climatic 

factors
- Thus, Covid19 brings an additional layer of vulnerability which 

cannot be minimized which is even greater for women pickers
- In addition to health challenges workers face threats of loosing their 

niches to big private actors and the shutting down of middlemen depots



Waste p icke rs re a d in e ss t o im p ro ve  sa fe t y
p ro t o co ls – W IEGO re se a rch (Bra zil)



Multiple p ro t e c t io n b a rrie rs in st e a d o f 
P P E o n ly



Building Green Jobs Systems



Thinking Forward 

1. Build from what already exists: with informal waste pickers
2. Invest in building informal workers’ capacity to deliver in complementarity with 

formal systems. Factor in gender equality .
3. Strengthen WP capacity to withstand or recover from all sorts of impacts – health, 

economic, climate change.
a. The notion of resilience has been associated with climate change, but it is a 

useful notion in the current outbreak. There is an interconnection between 
health, economic, and environmental crisis that needs to be explored.

4. Rethink and reshape solid waste systems to understand role of informal workers 
=> feeding recycling markets with raw material that sustain production. Industries 
have a responsibility

5. Recognize waste pickers, especially women as contributors to public health, 
circular economies, and environmental stewards.
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