APEC Policy Partnership on Food Security Management Council Meeting
3 September 2012, Vladivostok, Russia
Summary Record

Chairman Sergey Aleksashenko opened the meeting aboard the Legend of the Seas cruise ship anchored in Vladivostok, Russia.  Management Council members Dr. Bradley Fenwick of the U.S., Dr. Achmad Suryana of Indonesia and Mr. Frank Ning of China were all present.  Several guests from the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC), many of whom are PPFS members, were allowed to observe the meeting.

The Chairman noted the important duty of PPFS and the need to provide guidelines for future action.

The first agenda item was review for approval of the Summary Record of the inaugural plenary PPFS meeting May 29, 2012 in Kazan, Russia.  The initial draft of the document, as amended by comments from PPFS Indonesia, PPFS Singapore, PPFS Japan, PPFS Thailand and PPFS New Zealand prior to this meeting, was approved and further amended as per below:
Page 2, paragraph 3, second sentence, change “food safety quality” to “food quality assurance”

Page 6, paragraph 5, first sentence, change “Dr. Haryono” to “Indonesia”

Page 6, penultimate sentence on page, change “SOM 2” to “SOM 2 or 3”

Page 6, penultimate sentence on page, delete “May”

Page 6, last sentence on page, delete entire sentence
Page 7, paragraph 1, change “as well women” to “as well as women”

See attachment 1 for the final version of the Summary Record.
The next agenda item was review of the ABAC letter to the PPFS Chair (attachment 2).  Chairman Aleksashenko noted that the letter reinforces ABAC’s support for PPFS, its encouragement for PPFS to use business planning methodologies, and ABAC’s agreement to its Secretariat being used to support PPFS activities.

ABAC and PPFS member Anthony Nowell interjected that the (public-private) APEC Food Safety Forum, which normally meets every other year, last met in 2011 but is not on the agenda for 2013 due to APEC budgetary considerations.  Since food safety is important to food security, Mr. Nowell asked if PPFS could encourage APEC to schedule a Food Safety Forum in 2013.  After discussion, the Management Council agreed and Chairman Aleksashenko stated he would add a reference to the Food Safety Forum in his letter to the Senior Officials reporting on the Management Council meeting.
The next agenda item was a general discussion of the draft PPFS Action Plan for 2012-13 that was sent out in July.  This was followed by a detailed review of the plan that included inputs received from PPFS members following dissemination of the draft plan in July.
Mr. Ning noted that the PPFS goal of achieving lasting food security for the region by 2020 was quite a task if it is to be addressed seriously.  The fundamental questions are:  is the world producing enough and is it sharing enough.  It is easy to say the plan is to promote free trade, and to be negative about self-sufficiency if you are a net food exporter.  But one has to consider the circumstances of countries such as China, Japan and India, for example.  

Asia has 50% of the world’s population but only 25% of its land.  If there would be a believable promise of supply through trade that would be great.  But policies can change, leaving each country on its own.  The example of 2008 is fresh and we are entering another time of rising costs due to production restraints.  All this is sometimes aggravated by companies not wanting to signal buying or selling too early as it could affect their pricing.  There is a need to predict food supplies, but there is often no way to actually influence the supply.

It was agreed that Mr. Ning was expressing core issues that PPFS must address.

Dr. Fenwick noted that the 2008 price spike was heavily influenced by food export restrictions and yet, four years later, we are no further along policy-wise in addressing price spikes and we are entering another period where demand will put pressure on drought-affected supplies.

After discussion it was agreed that PPFS, in lieu of a specific definition of food security, would instead agree to focus on achieving three goals: food supplies that are sufficient, nutritious, and safe.  Chairman Aleksashenko noted that PPFS needs to set and achieve targets for these goals.

It was also agreed that PPFS will see itself as the primary advisory mechanism to APEC on food security policy and would operate on business-planning principles.  It would emphasize what business can do for food security but will recognize that there are many things which business cannot do and that governments will therefore have to do.  It also will recognize the work of other APEC fora on food security and avoid duplication.
The 2020 Action Plan, the creation of which will be overseen by the Stock-Take and Action Plan Towards 2020 Working Group, will be revised each year to take into account achievements and to set new goals; the first one would be, for example, 2020 Action Plan (2013).  The first 2020 Action Plan will be drafted immediately following the completion of the Stock-Take.
For the coming year the Stock-Take and Action Plan Towards 2020 Working Group will be the priority working group.  The other three working groups will undertake key case studies, etc. and be prepared to funnel information into the stock-take and action plan.

It was agreed that in the stock-take process there must be a special effort to integrate the experiences and needs of farmers in the food supply chain with all the other information that will be gathered.  

It was noted that an effective stock-take and business plan would increase the willingness of businesses to get involved and support PPFS; many are willing to donate time and resources if the effort seems targeted and not duplicative.  And for businesses, sound qualitative and quantitative analysis has an impact – especially, as it was noted, “numbers change minds.”

It was agreed to take references to disaster preparedness out of the Action Plan.

It was agreed that for administrative ease and to optimize coordination with ABAC, PPFS Management Council meetings will in the future be held coincident with an ABAC meeting.

A page by page review of the Action Plan followed (new, final version at attachment 3).
Page 1:  It was agreed to spell out PPFS: “Policy Partnership for Food Security”

Page 2 and 3:  No Changes

Page 4: First tic, the phrase “, in cooperation with other APEC fora,” was added between “uses” and “to”

Page 4: First tic, the phrase, “with dignity” was added between “prosperity” and “for”

Page 4: Second tic, second original sentence is deleted and replaced with:  “The PPFS target will be to provide food supplies which are sufficient, nutritious and safe.”

Page 5:  The name of the fourth Working Group is changed from “Trade Facilitation” to “Enhancing Trade”

Page 6:  Add a fourth tic: “Oversee drafting of an Action Plan for 2020 (version 2013)”
Page 7:  Change first tic to read: “Reducing Post-Harvest Losses and Food Waste and Increasing Food Safety”

Page 7:  Change second tic to read:  Mutually Beneficial Technology Dissemination”

Page 7:  Add a fourth tic:  “Corporate and Farmer Cooperation”

Page 8:  No Change

Page 9:  Change title from “Trade Facilitation” to “Enhancing Trade”

Page 10:  Third tic (Sep 5):  add at the end the phrase, “and the PPFS Chair will inform the SOM”

Page 10:  Third tic:  change the date from September 15 to September 25 and add at the end of the tic the phrase, “(this is not a closed date; members can still join later)”
Page 11:  Last tic:  add the phrase, “; Management Council meetings will be held coincident with an ABAC meeting”

With these changes, the Management Council approved the Action Plan for 2012-2013.

The next agenda item was volunteers to chair and serve on the Working Groups.  PPFS New Zealand offered to chair the Enhancing Trade Working Group.  PPFS US offered to chair the Stock-Take and Action Plan Towards 2020 Working Group.
Dr. Fenwick confirmed that US PPFS member Cargill volunteers to serve on the Enhancing Trade Working Group, US PPFS member John Deere on the Investment and Infrastructure Working Group and US PPFS member WalMart on the Best Practice Sharing Working Group.

Chairman Aleksashenko welcomed the early volunteers and noted that the Management Council will make its recommendations for Working Group chairmanships by October 1 and the full PPFS will complete its decision-making in time for the leadership of the Working Groups to be announced on October 15.

The last agenda item was discussion of PPFS’ suggested input to ABAC for ABAC’s Dialogue with APEC Leaders on September 8.  It was agreed that PPFS would encourage ABAC to mention PPFS prominently in the Dialogue in order to encourage Leaders to direct their governments full participation in, and support of, PPFS.  It was noted that since PPFS is a new organization the Dialogue was a good opportunity to remind Leaders that it exists and is important.  

