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APEC Conference on Innovation and Trade:  
Policy Considerations Related to Generating and Absorbing Innovation

Context and Purpose:
Innovation is an essential source to improve productivity and quality of goods, services, technologies and business models. As APEC Leaders agreed in 2011, “Encouraging innovation – the process by which individuals and businesses generate and commercialize new ideas – is critical to the current and future prosperity of APEC economies.” In order to promote increased productivity and economic growth through innovation in the Asia Pacific region, it is important to develop policy environments where innovation actors (companies, financial institutions, venture capitalists, policymakers, supporting organizations, universities, TLOs, research institutes, NGOs, etc) in APEC economies can act proactively, and develop, find, and utilize innovations in an open, free, fair, and transparent trading environment. Under such circumstances, innovative goods, services, business models and technologies will be produced, exchanged, and disseminated rapidly and efficiently, which in turn will deepen regional economic integration, buoy economic growth, and improve the quality of life in the region. 
In 2011, APEC Leaders set forth clear guidelines to the creation of such policy environments in the region by agreeing to advance a set of policies to promote effective, non-discriminatory and market-driven innovation policy. In addition, APEC Ministers instructed us to share progress towards implementation of these policies in 2013. One of the key factors in being able to report positive results in this area next year is to increase economies awareness of how implementation of the policies agreed by Leaders will contribute to an open trade and investment environment that will assist economies in generating and adopting new technologies and business models – increasing the efficiency and speed of innovation. To assist with this, we will hold a conference on the sidelines of CTI 2 to discuss the intersection between the APEC Leaders’ commitment on innovation and trade and the goals that economies all share to improve their capacity to absorb innovation.  Not only will this conference improve economies’ understanding of these issues, it will also provide us with a useful first step in executing a plan to implement the APEC Leaders’ commitments on innovation and trade and a common ground to explore our way to improve absorptive capacity. 
- Agenda -

Date:
April 4-5, 2012 (2 days at the margin of CTI 2)

Venue:
“Begonia” Level 3, Sands Expo and Convention Center, Singapore
	Day 1: Morning Session

Facilitator: Kenji Goto, Senior Official of Japan, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

	9.00 – 9.30
	Arrival /Registration



	9.30 – 9.40
	Introduction and Welcome

Kenji Goto

Senior Official of Japan, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan 

	9.40 – 9.50


	Remarks from APEC CTI Chair

Monica Contreras Rosales

APEC CTI Chair

	9.50 – 10.20


	Keynote Remarks I: The internet: Innovation, Data flows and Markets

John Ure

Executive Director, Asia Internet Coalition 

	10.20 – 10.50
	Keynote Remarks II: Fostering Innovative Growth: A Business’ Perspective

Steven Lee

Supervisor, HTC Corp. 

CEO, VIA Networking Technologies, Inc.

	10.50 – 11.20
	Coffee Break



	11.20 – 11.50
	Remarks from ABAC Representatative

Osamu Kamikawa

Executive Director, Support Council for ABAC-Japan

Deputy General Manager, Corporate Planning & Strategy Division, Mitsui & Co., Ltd.

	Day 1: Morning Session (continued)

Facilitator: Kenji Goto, Senior Official of Japan, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

	11.50 – 13.00
	Senior Executive Conversation:

– Obstacles to Innovation Generation and Absorption and the Role of Governments –

Senior executives will share their views on obstacles and impediments to cross-border innovation and discuss how governments can address them.

Shigeo Kagami (moderator)
Professor and General Manager, Science Entrepreneurship and Enterprise Development (SEED), Division of University Corporate Relations (DUCR), University of Tokyo

Qingfeng Liu (panelist)
Chairman and CEO, iFLYTEK Group

John E. Matheson (panelist)
Director, Legal Policy-Asia Pacific, Intel Technology Asia Pte Ltd.

	13.00 – 14.30
	Networking Luncheon



	Day 1: Afternoon Session

Facilitator: Arrow Augerot, Deputy Assistant USTR for APEC Affairs, United States

	14.30 – 15.50
	Session 1:

– The Role of Trade and Business Environment in Improving Economies’ Capacity to Generate and Absorb Innovation (part 1) –

Innovative ventures, venture capitals, business representatives and participants will jointly discuss their thoughts on the role of trade and business environment in improving economies’ capacity to generate and absorb innovation.

Ichiro Kawada

President Director, BA Partners Pte Ltd.

Peter Lovelock

Director, TRPC (Technology Research Project Corporate)

Gonzalo Miranda

Managing Partner, Austral Capital Partners

Jun Ruan

Vice Secretary, China Solid State Lighting Alliance (CSA)

	15.50 – 16.50
	Session 2:

– The Role of Trade and Business Environment in Improving Economies’ Capacity to Generate and Absorb Innovation (part 2) –

Innovative ventures, venture capitals, business representatives and participants will jointly discuss their thoughts on the role of trade and business environment in improving economies’ capacity to generate and absorb innovation.

Toshihisa Adachi

President & CEO, ITOCHU Technology Ventures, Inc.

Chairman, Japan Venture Capital Association

Jake Colvin

Vice President, National Foreign Trade Council

Evgeny Evdokimov
Managing Director, Infrastructure Department, Fund for Infrastructure and Educational Programs,
Rusnano Group

	Day 2: Morning Session

Facilitator: Kenji Goto, Senior Official of Japan, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

	10.00 – 10.50
	Sharing Experiences from Leading Global Manufacturing Enterprise

Masayoshi Ushikubo

Chairman of the Board, Sanden Corporation

Robert Kheng

Regional Managing Director-Asia and Managing Director, Sanden International (Singapore) Pte Ltd.

Corporate Officer, Sanden Corporation

	10.50 – 11.10
	Sharing Experiences from International Venture

Shunsuke Sato

CEO & Founder, Satisfaction Guaranteed Pte Ltd.

	11.10 – 11.40
	Sharing Experiences from Innovation Policy Maker

Michael Yap

Executive Director, Interactive Digital Media (IDM) Programme Office

Deputy CEO, Media Development Authority (MDA), Singapore

	11.40 – 12.00
	Coffee Break



	12.00 – 13.00
	Session 3:

– The Role of Information and Communication Technologies and Social Infrastructures in Promoting Innovation Generation and Absorption –

Experts and participants will jointly discuss i) the role of information communication technologies as well as social and R&D infrastructures to promote formation of innovation cluster and coalition among industry, academia, and government and ii) how government can encourage these actors’ roles in promoting innovation, especially through enhancing trade and investment.

Seow Hiong Goh

Executive Director, Global Policy & Government Affairs, Asia Pacific, Cisco Systems

Ichiro Sakata

Professor, Todai Policy Alternative Research Institute, University of Tokyo

Jiann-Chyuan Wang

Vice President and Director of the Third Research Division,

Chung-Hua Institution for Economic Research

	13.00 – 14.00
	Networking Luncheon



	Day 2: Afternoon Session

Facilitator: Kenji Goto, Senior Official of Japan, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

	14.00 – 14.45
	Session 4:

– Facilitating the Use of New and Innovative Goods, Services, Business Models, and Knowledge for Promoting Entrepreneurship and Developing Human Resources –

Experts and participants will jointly exchange their perspectives on impacts of new and innovative goods, services, business models, and knowledge for promotion of entrepreneurship and human resource development.

Shigeo Kagami

Professor and General Manager, Science Entrepreneurship and Enterprise Development (SEED), Division of University Corporate Relations (DUCR), University of Tokyo

Phil Wickham

President & CEO, Kauffman Fellows Program

	14.45 – 15.45
	Session 5:

– Promoting Interconnectedness and Fostering Innovation –

Experts and participants will jointly put forward their ideas on how each APEC economy can contribute to create an innovation-friendly region through collaboration and connecting with each other

Abdul Reezal Abdul Latif

Vice President, Agensi Inovasi Malaysia (AIM)

Chairman, AIM-Triple Helix Alliance Working Committee

Taro Sato

Managing Director, Innovation Network Corporation of Japan

Natalia Zaytseva
Project Manager (International Cooperation), Skolkovo Foundation

	15.45 – 16.00
	Closing Remarks

Kenji Goto

Senior Official of Japan, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan


