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Welcoming Remarks

Mexican Head of Delegation Rodrigo de la Parra Carrillo welcomed workshop participants and delivered introductory remarks, referencing the Digital Prosperity Checklist (DPC).  Mr. de la Para noted the strong international consensus on the benefits of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) to economies.  He briefly reviewed APEC´s history of assisting member economies to participate in the digital economy.  He noted the DPC outlines specific steps in six key areas, or the six ¨I´s¨ (infrastructure, innovation, intellectual capital, investment, information flows, and integration), that can enable them to promote ICTs as catalysts for economic growth. 

Keynote Address
Dr. Robert Atkinson of the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation delivered the workshop keynote address.  Dr. Atkinson emphasized that the economic stimulus potential of ICTs derive from the application of these technologies throughout the economy, leading to greater productivity; decreased energy usage; and job creation, rather than from the growth of the ICT industries themselves.  He cited the key role that the spread of broadband especially plays in economic growth and that, recognizing this, the G20 economies have incorporated significant broadband investment in their various economic stimulus packages.

APEC Government Presentation:  Japan

Mr. Shoji Mihara, Director, Multilateral Economic Affairs Office, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, outlined the role played by broadband in Japan´s economic stimulus package.  He emphasized the growing importance of ICTs in Japan´s economy, comprising 10% of industry and producing 34% of GDP growth over the last 12 years.  Through its ¨I-Japan Strategy 2015,¨ Japan intends to transform its entire economy, in which the universal availability of digital technology is accepted as much as a normal part of the environment as are air or water.  He stated that the I-Japan Strategy focuses on the use of ICT´s in three key areas:  e-government, healthcare/medicine, and education/human resources, through which it hopes that digital technology will have the greatest impact on the daily lives of its average citizens.

APEC Government Presentation:  United States  

Ms. Ashley Heinemann of the U.S. National Telecommunications and Information Administration briefed on the place of ICT in the U.S. Recovery and Reinvestment Act, especially the $4.35 billion for broadband deployment and expansion.  Development of the U.S. broadband plan is based on openness and transparency, she said, with ample time for public comment and public meetings.

Introduction to the Digital Prosperity Checklist

Mr. Gregory Slater of Intel provided an introduction to the Digital Prosperity Checklist.  He noted that what is unique about the DPC is that it lists a set of principles under each of the ¨six I´s¨ that will provide benefits if implemented correctly.  All of the principles are based on performance, transparency and predictability, and non-discrimination.  The benefits derived from the principles depend on right policy implementation.

Best Practices Panel

Mr. de la Parra and Mr. Mihara provided best practices derived from the experiences of Mexico and Japan.  Mr. de la Parra highlighted the importance of broadband access to wireless and the need for competition to ensure the greatest efficiencies.  He noted that Mexico is developing regulations on how carriers can connect.  This will assist new entrants into the market.  Mr. Mihara also emphasized the need for competition and for increasing broadband access.  He noted that Japan continues to search for best practices in how to assist people make best use of digital technologies in their daily lives.

Conclusions
In summing up the workshop, Dr. Atkinson said he was struck by Mr. Mihara´s remark that Japan hopes to make broadband accessibility as commonplace as air or water.  Dr. Atkinson said that, rather, we might think in terms of making broadband as accessible as electricity is now.  He noted that there are barriers to moving forward, albeit different ones, in all economies.  The question, he noted, is not so much what must be done, as how to do it.

Next Steps
During the discussion of next steps, the U.S. suggested that as part of the project ¨Enabling Information and Communications Technology Infrastructure Investment for Growth and Recovery¨ agreed to at TEL 39, that APEC TEL establish an intersessional working group of interested economies to develop a draft survey, or ¨Gap Analysis,¨ to be presented at the spring 2010 APEC TEL 41 meeting. 

It was further suggested at the workshop that the Gap Analysis performed at the TEL focus on the areas of the DPC related to the work of the TEL.  In order to avoid duplication of work performed by the ECSG, TEL´s focus would be on areas of its expertise, including infrastructure.  The work of the TEL under this project would be in parallel to the work underway in the ECSG, with the TEL´s work product widely shared. 

These next steps are in accordance with the U.S. work project agreed to at APEC TEL 39:

¨Phase 1:  Circulate the Digital Prosperity Checklist to the APEC TEL Economies and develop a´ Survey of Implementation´ and ´best practices´ by the end of 2009,
¨A capacity building workshop will be held in conjunction with the TEL 40 meeting in Mexico (fall 2009) to discuss the DPCL, in particular with respect to broadband deployment.  Each Economy will be asked to make comments on the draft survey and provide responses to it by the spring 2010 APEC TEL 41 in Malaysia.

¨Phase 2:  Develop a ¨best practices guideline¨ for broadband deployment by the end of 2010, based on the responses of Member Economies to the survey and discussion of the Digital Prosperity Checklist, and share the results with the CTI and the ECSG.
¨The best practices document will attempt to highlight especially difficult aspects in strategy, deployment and implementation, as well as capture lessons learned in implementing deployment strategies, the latter through highlighting case studies which illustrate especially effective examples of how to promote broadband deployment.¨ 

