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Shades of Ecotourism in 
Korea :

Paradigm Shift & Responsible Responsible 
ActionAction

Sept 16 2010Sept 16 2010Sept 16, 2010Sept 16, 2010

MiheeMihee KANGKANG

NEW DEVELOPMENT 
PARADIGM

• Korea :
10th largest energy consumer– 10th largest energy consumer

– annual average temperature has been increasing 

• Low Carbon, Green Growth Vision

– Ecotourism as one of 17 new national growth 
engines 

• Promoting and developing environmentally responsible• Promoting and developing environmentally responsible 
tourism mode 
- Pilot projects, infrastructure for eco-tourism,    
training system for professional ecotour
guides
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http://cafe.naver.com/ysh0923

http://foa.korea.kr/gonews

Based on the survey of 1 000

Status of Ecotourism
in Korea

http://www.jejuolle.org/

Based on the survey of 1,000 
Korean household in 1998, 2002, 

2004, 2006, and 2009
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INTENTION TO PARTICIPATE
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MARKET TRENDS 

• Many nature tour programs
• Lots of tourism development under the name ofLots of tourism development under the name of 

“ecotourism” by local governments
• A few and small size ecotour-specialized businesses

Increased interest in ecotourism
– How to discriminate ‘genuine ecotourism from  

greenwashing in ecotourism?

Ecotourism Certification System
Ecotourism Model Project
Ecotourism Korea
(Korean Ecotourism Association)
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10 KOREA ECOTOURISM 
MODEL PROJECT

• Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism & 
Ministry of EnvironmentMinistry of Environment

• For 4 years (2010~2013)

• About US$ 8 million per one model site

• 2010 : Master Plan for Ecotourism
– Consulting & evaluation by expert group

• 2011~2013 : Hardware/software development
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BusanBusan

SeoulSeoul

JinanJinan• Ecotourism can be an alternative
development for securing

SuncheonSuncheon

JejuJeju

p g
ecological, economic, and
socio-cultural sustainability

• Need effective policies and strategies• Need effective policies and strategies
– Strong leadership for eco-friendly

development of Suncheon City
– Slow but AUTHENTIC community-based development of 

Jinan-County
– Genuine ecotourism products of Jeju ecotour operators

LEARN from SUNCHEON CITY

Population 271,048

Area 907.41㎢
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National protected area
W tl d P t ti A 28 k 2

Suncheon Bay

Wetland Protection Area 28 km2

National Scenic Site No.41
Ramsar Site no. 1594, 20 Jan. 2006

3,550 ha, Migratory Bird 230 sp., Halophyte etc. 
330 sp., Benthos 100 sp.

• Visitors:  100,000 in 2002

2.4 million in 2009

• Hooded crane population :

70 in 1996                453 in 2009

• Economic effect• Economic effect :

US$ 3.3million in 2002 

US$ 81 million in 2009
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Reform administrative body

11 related division 

Dept. of Tourism & Promotion
(Administration, environment, agriculture, architecture, 
engineering, astronomy, fisheries oceanography, birds,engineering, astronomy, fisheries oceanography, birds,  
tourism, and technical post(ex. Facility, boats, security 

guards)

PLANNING for ECOLOGICAL PLANNING for ECOLOGICAL 
NETWORKNETWORK

순천만

Arboretum
World Garden Exposition (2013)
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CONSERVATION EFFORTS

• Restoration of wetland

• Relocation of restaurants to the outside of 
the Suncheon Bay eco park

• Removed 222 telephone poles for making  
the safe habitat of migratory birds

E i lt & L d i lt• Eco-agriculture & Landscape agriculture

To save Ecological Resources from threats

Remove Duck 
Farming

Introduction of 
Eco-boats 

Remove Electric Poles

Remove 

Restoration

Buildings
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•• Will move the visitor center & parking lot to the Will move the visitor center & parking lot to the 6 6 
km backkm back from the wetlandfrom the wetlandkm back km back from the wetlandfrom the wetland

•• Will control the number of tourists using Will control the number of tourists using eco eco 
transportationtransportation(P(Personal Rapid Transit)    from the ersonal Rapid Transit)    from the 
transition zone to the wetlandtransition zone to the wetland

•• Local residents have joined in various projectsLocal residents have joined in various projects

700 j b /

http://news.mk.co.kr/

– Create about 700 jobs/yr for the local
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Suncheon’s Challenges

• Lack of meaningful local participation

• Should focus on quality not quantity
– How to control the number of visitors?

– Is “big number but cheap  price program” 
Ecotourism? 

LEARN from Jinan County

Traditional
Village Trails
Population 27,000/ Area 787km2

(forest 80%)
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12851285
householdhousehold peoplepeople

The number of people returning to farming

293293
386386

545545
632632

871871

293293

20072007 20082008 20092009

- Total 215.56km

- 16 routes (finished 5

Jinan Village Trail 
(Masil-gil)

16 routes (finished 5 

routes development)

- 116 traditional villages

- 40 hills ⑤

①

③ ②

④
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Village Research Group Activity

- 5 among 259 villages finished
“Understanding Our Village”Understanding Our Village

Capacity Building Program

• Various training programs

• Village Vision Report by local 
people

26
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Photo Exhibition

Village Festival

28
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Bird Monitoring Program
“Where are the swallows?

29
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Jinan Masilgil (village trail)
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GREEN KOREA through 
ECOTOURISM

• Having more and more success cases of ecotourism 
and sustainable tourismand sustainable tourism

• Expect ecotourism certification program to play a 
key role
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ありがとうありがとう ございますありがとうありがとう ございます
THANK YOU
감사합니다


