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APEC Secretariat Report on Key Developments – April 2013
(a) APEC 2013 Priorities

In 2013, APEC’s theme is “Resilient Asia-Pacific, Engine of Global Growth.” The priority areas include: 

1) Attaining the Bogor Goals; 

2) Sustainable growth with equity; and
3) Promoting connectivity.
(b) Key Outcomes of Senior Officials and Committee Meetings
The First Senior Officials’ Meeting was held in Jakarta, Indonesia between on 6 and 7 February 2013.
Key points arising from the First Senior Officials Meeting:

· Attaining the Bogor Goals: SOM noted the opportunity for APEC to make a significant contribution to the WTO process by Indonesia hosting both the APEC Leaders’ Meeting and a WTO Ministerial meeting in 2013.  SOM considered environmental goods, discussing the possibility of working towards reductions in some agricultural tariffs and agreed that the primary focus should be on implementing the environmental goods list agreed in 2012.  Fisheries subsidies were discussed as a potential topic for inclusion in the work on mainstreaming of ocean issues, however no consensus was achieved.

· Sustainable growth with equity: SOM agreed to a plan to promote mainstreaming of ocean issues, which would include working towards publication of a State of the APEC Oceans and Fisheries Outlook and a Leaders’ statement.  SOM noted work planned on promoting food security including the aim to develop a Leaders’ statement on “Aligning Farmers into Achievement of Global Food Security”.  SOM tasked work on increasing the global competitiveness of SMEs, eradicating HIV/AIDS, promoting universal health coverage, developing sustainable healthcare systems, improving women’s participation in the economy and disaster management.
· Promoting connectivity: SOM agreed to develop a multi-year framework on connectivity that would incorporate physical, institutional and people to people dimensions.  A workplan and timeline to guide work on the framework would be prepared for consideration at SOM2.  SOM agreed to hold a dialogue on infrastructure development and investment, with officials from the Finance Ministers’ Process invited to attend.  SOM tasked fora to progress work on emergency response travel facilitation.  SOM agreed to develop a work-plan for a cross-border education cooperation initiative.
The APEC CEO Summit 2013 will take place on 5-7 October in Bali, Indonesia. The theme of the Summit: 'Towards Resilience and Growth: Reshaping Priorities for Global Economy' aims to provide a platform to engage in enriching strategic discussions to chart a new way forward.
The APEC Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) held its first meeting on 3-4 February in Jakarta where it adopted a work program that is organised around five key areas: (i) support for the multilateral trading system; (ii) attaining the Bogor goals, trade and investment liberalization, regional economic integration; (iii) promoting connectivity; (iv) expanding regulatory cooperation and advancing regulatory coherence; and (v) contributions to APEC growth strategy and cross-cutting mandates.  It will hold its second meeting in Surabaya from 13-14 April to take forward work in the areas agreed at CTI1, which included amongst others, the following: 
Attaining the Bogor Goals 
CTI will discuss a proposal for work on non-tariff measures/barriers in goods, services and investment in support of Indonesia’s “Attaining the Bogor Goals” priority. CTI will hold a Trade Policy Dialogue on Local Content Requirements on 12 April to better understand the effects of LCRs on trade and investment and economic growth in the region. 

Next Generation Trade and Investment Issues
CTI will continue to take forward the next generation trade and investment issues identified by APEC Leaders in 2011 and 2012 through a Friends of the Chair group led by the United States.  A case study on the supply chains for the electrical and electronics industries in the APEC region is being undertaken by the PSU to help identify obstacles affecting the flow of these supply chains as well as areas where APEC can help to improve their operation and flow. An APEC Conference on Innovation in Trade: Implementation Practices is being scheduled to take place in the margins of CTI3. 

Environmental Goods and Services/Green Growth
CTI will continue to discuss additional work to ensure implementation of the actions agreed by APEC Leaders and Ministers in 2012 with respect to the APEC List of 54 Environmental Goods.     

Supply-Chain Connectivity Framework and Action Plan (SCFAP)
CTI adopted a Work Plan on Supply-Chain Connectivity to progress the supply-chain connectivity framework and action plan.  CTI noted the need to do more to inject new momentum if economies are to fulfill the commitment of an APEC-wide target of a ten percent improvement in supply-chain performance by 2015, in terms of reduction of time, cost and uncertainty.  CTI will review and finalise the report on the interim assessment by the PSU of the implementation of the Supply Chain Connectivity Framework Action Plan (SCFAP) at its meeting in Surabaya. 

Expanding Regulatory Cooperation and Advancing Regulatory Convergence
In accordance with the 2010 APEC Regulatory Cooperation Process Mechanism on Trade-related Standards and Technical Regulations, CTI will undertake a review of the APEC Regulatory Cooperation Advancement Mechanism (ARCAM) in 2013 in consultation with the SCSC. 

The Economic Committee (EC) met on 1-2 February in Jakarta.  Two policy discussions were held on “Competitive Neutrality” and “Best Practices for ICT Strategy and Public Sector Governance.” The EC discussed the APEC New Strategy on Structural Reform (ANSSR), including the ANSSR mid-term progress reporting to be conducted in 2013 and various on-going capacity building activities to assist member economies with implementation of their ANSSR plans. The EC also discussed the progress on the Ease of Doing Business (EODB) Action Plan and the updates on Good Regulatory Practices (GRP). The EC considered the work plans of the Competition Policy and Law Group (CPLG) and its five FotCs including: competition policy, regulatory reform, corporate law and governance, public sector governance and ease of doing business.  

The EC agreed on the outline and timeline for 2013 the APEC Economic Policy Report (AEPR), with the topic being Promoting Fiscal Transparency and Public Accountability.  Good regulatory practices were selected as the topic for AEPR 2014. 

The next EC meeting will be held in Medan, Indonesia on the margins of SOM3. 

The SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH (SCE) met in Jakarta, Indonesia on 5 February 2013 on the margins of the SOM1 meetings.  The annual SCE-COW (Committee of the Whole) meeting was held the day before, including the presentation and endorsement of fora annual workplans.  

The SCE agreed to undertake a survey of fora and economies on the effectiveness of the SCE’s work, capacity building and communication.  SCE emphasised the importance of fora collaborating on cross-cutting work and noted progress on the Travel Facilitation Initiative and the mainstreaming of ocean issues.  SCE reviewed fora progress on completing strategic plans and emphasised the importance of all fora having a plan drafted this year.
The next SCE meeting will be held in the margins of SOM2 in Surabaya on 17 April 2013.  

The Budget and Management Committee (BMC) held its first meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 2 February 2013. 

From January to March 2013, the Secretariat received a contribution of AUD 1,500,000 (equivalent to US$1,580,550) from Australia to the APEC Support Fund (General Fund) and JPY241,446,000 (equivalent to US$2,519,524.16) from Japan to the APEC Support Fund Energy Efficiency and Low-Carbon  Measures Sub-fund.   

During the same period, the Secretariat received fixed contributions for 2013 a total of S$2,610,800 and US$508,500 to the Administrative Account and Operational Account respectively from 11 Member Economies
.
The BMC has established a Small Working Group on Financial Realignment that will examine the budgeting and financial processes of APEC and the Secretariat.  The Secretariat will be providing a background and discussion paper to the Small Working Group providing an overview of the financial processes and recommending some reforms that the group may wish to consider.

The APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) held its 1st meeting in Manila, the Philippines on 20-23 Jan 2013. The Council endorsed working groups’ Action Plans for the year 2013.

The Infrastructure and Sustainable Development Working Group will focus on:  strengthening food security by overseeing the implementation of the Policy Partnership of Food Security’s (PPFS) Action Plan for 2013; promoting blue economy growth and sustainability; promoting green growth by improving energy efficiency & facilitating trade in environmental goods and services (EGS); facilitating technology dissemination by developing an effective approach, mechanism and platform and accelerating infrastructure development by improving the investment environment.

 

The Regional Economic Integration Working Group will focus on: liberalising trade and investment (including WTO issues, Doha Round and the Free Trade Area of Asia-Pacific); pursuing the new services agenda building on the 2012 Marshall Business School report and the 2011 ABAC services report and enhancing supply chain connectivity through promoting global data standards and associated supply chain infrastructure technologies in the APEC region.

 

The Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises (SMMEs) & Entrepreneurship Working Group will focus on: policy development in promoting sustainability of SMME businesses, in particular access to finance; policies promoting the creation of businesses and business models and policies that facilitate the use of information and communications technologies to empower SMME access to international markets.

 

The Finance and Economic Working Group will focus on: macroeconomic overview and G-20 developments; promoting the Asia Pacific Financial Forum (APFF) to develop regional financial markets integration and address regulatory, structural, and legal reforms to promote financial market development; developing strategies to achieve balanced and innovative growth and stronger financial integration; promoting public-private partnerships and infrastructure finance and promoting practical solutions to financial inclusion.

 

The Action Plan and Advocacy Working Group will focus on: tracking progress and effectiveness of ABAC recommendations; synchronizing ABAC Working Groups in identifying and enhancing linkages within ABAC recommendations and with APEC; developing action and advocacy plans for ABAC 2013 key priorities and building greater awareness in home economies of the role and importance of ABAC and its priority initiatives.

 

The Council also agreed on the following key deliverables for the year: ABAC letter to Minister of Trade to be finalised at the second ABAC meeting in April; ABAC letter to APEC SME Ministers and to APEC Finance to be finalised at the third ABAC meeting in July and ABAC annual report and letter to APEC Leaders to be finalised at the fourth ABAC meeting in October.

The next ABAC meeting will be held on 3-6 April 2013 in Singapore.  More information on ABAC can be found at:

http://www.apec.org/Groups/Other-Groups/APEC-Business-Advisory-Council.aspx.
(c) Developments within the Secretariat and Policy Support Unit (PSU)

Key Staff Movements and Appointments

There have been no staff movements or appointments since February 2013.  The Program Director from Mexico, Mr Luis Vertiz, will be leaving the Secretariat during April.
Projects 
The first deliverable under the BMC-led long term evaluations of APEC projects which is the draft methodology and framework for the proposed evaluations, was presented at the BMC meeting in February and endorsed by members. Five groups have been selected for the pilot evaluation. The main aim of the pilot evaluation will be to test the draft methodology and framework prepared by the consultants. The pilot evaluation will be completed by the end of June and the findings shared with Members at BMC 2 in Medan.

Other key decisions by members included the agreement to amalgamate the existing Small Working Group on Evaluations (SWGE) with the new working group on Project Ranking and Prioritization.  Australia and Chinese Taipei (who currently Co-Chair the SWGE) have agreed to chair this expanded group.  The main remit of the group will be to review the current ranking and prioritization system to select and prioritise APEC projects, with a view to streamlining the system and refining aspects of it.

The first project approval session for 2013 is underway with 39 Standard and three Multi‑year Concept Notes being granted in-principle approval for funding by BMC at a total value of US$ 4,343,882. The next stage of the approval process, which involves the proposal assessment, is scheduled to commence on 15 April 2013.

Policy Support Unit 
Senior Officials at SOM1 2013 endorsed the amendment to PSU Governance Arrangements which reflected the seven-year extension of the PSU’s mandate from 2014 ‑2020. The PSU Board in March 2013 approved a five-year strategic plan for PSU (2013-2017). The next PSU Board meeting will be held on 17 April 2013 at the margins of SOM2.  

Since January 2013, PSU has completed the following projects: 

· SMEs’ Participation in Global Production Chains (issues paper), for CTI

· Economic Impact of Submarine Cable Disruptions, for CTI

· Regulatory Reform - Case Studies on Green Investments, for FoTC on Regulatory Reform and EC.

· IFAP Implementation in Facilitating Investment for the Asia Pacific Region, for IEG. 

At SOM2 and related meetings and MRT in April 2013 the PSU will deliver: 

· Supply Chain Connectivity Framework Action Plan (SCFAP) - Interim Assessment for 2013, for CTI2 and SOM2

· Report on Key Trends and Developments Relating to Trade and Investment Measures and their Impact on the APEC Region, for SOM2 and MRT

· Policy Brief on ITA Expansion, for MAG

Currently the PSU is working on the following projects: 

Study on APEC Framework on Connectivity: With SOM in a study on the landscape of physical, institutional and people-to-people connectivity in the Pacific Rim of the APEC region.

Asia Region Funds Passport (ARFP) - A Study of Potential Economic Benefits and Costs: With SFOM to assess the potential economic benefits and costs for the Asia region and for participating APEC economies from the implementation of the ARFP. 

Issues Paper on Trade Finance: With SFOM to examine the current conditions and issues in trade finance. 

Global Supply Chain Operation in the APEC Region - Case Study of the Electrical and Electronics (E&E) Industry: With CTI in identifying areas for improving supply chain operation in the E&E industry.

Ease of Doing Business - Interim Assessment 2009-2012: With EC in assessing if APEC is on track to achieve the 25% improvement target in specific priority areas. 

APEC Economic Trends Analysis: a succinct analysis of recent economic performance of APEC economies and the APEC region.

StatsAPEC: Next update in May 2013, together with the launch of StatsAPEC mobile website. 

PSU’s reports and monthly work program are available on its website (http://www.apec.org/About-Us/Policy-Support-Unit/PSU-Products-Publications.aspx).

Communications and Public Affairs 
The Communications and Public Affairs Unit (CPAU) continues to carry out its operational plan by implementing Phase 3 (Sustain) of the SOM FotC on Communications’ Branding Strategy. 

Between 1 January and 31 March 2013,-APEC Secretariat Executive Director, Dr Alan Bollard, conducted outreach in several economies.  Remarks were delivered to key stakeholders at the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) Conference 2013 in Singapore, the Credit Suisse Asian Investment Conference in Hong Kong. The latter included a companion video interview featured on the host website. The Executive Director also represented the Secretariat at the First APEC Business Advisory Council Meeting in Manila, Philippines.   

During this same period, CPAU published 15 news releases and media advisories. These helped to garner media coverage in all 21 APEC member economies, as well as in global, regional and industry-specific publications. CPAU also created greater awareness of APEC initiatives and events with photographic output as well as Facebook and Twitter updates.

To further APEC’s key messages, op-eds were produced focusing on members’ 2013 priorities. These were featured in The Jakarta Post, The Bangkok Post’s Asia Outlook section and the APEC Bulletin. 

To further promote APEC’s key messages, CPAU facilitated interviews, backgrounders and content development meetings with a wide range of news wire services, dailies, magazines, industry publications, radio stations and television news channels. Examples include CNBC and The Financial Times.

The APEC Bulletin was published in January.  This installment covered the 2013 theme, “Resilient Asia-Pacific, Engine of Global Growth;” ABAC’s priorities for 2013, a discussion about APEC economies’ agenda by Dr Bollard; and the Outlook for APEC Indonesia 2013. 

Since 1 January 2013, the APEC Secretariat has received delegations from IPADE Business School (Mexico) and a women’s group from the Mexican community in Singapore. 

Due to increasing interest in social media by APEC members, CPAU has drafted the APEC Social Media Guidelines to assist APEC fora establish their own Facebook and Twitter accounts. They provide a step-by-step approach to help APEC fora establish a social media presence and are available on the APEC Secretariat’s ACS site. 

CPAU enhanced the APEC website by adding a video player to the home page rotating banner. This allows APEC videos (e.g.  APEC, Imagine the Possibilities and video interviews) to be featured prominently on the APEC website home page, increasing page views and furthering outreach efforts.

People continue to access the APEC website (http://www.apec.org) and its mobile version (http://m.apec.org). The APEC website saw 435,884 page views and 118,466 unique visitors from 1 January 2013 to 31 March 2013. The mobile site served 15,544 page views and 6,546 unique visitors in the same period in 2013.  

There have also been 188 total user installs of the APEC Glossary App for Android phones since the app was released in November 2011.


The Publications Database had 16,389 visitors and 40,729 page views between January to March 2013. In comparison, in January to March 2012, the database had 14,566 visitors and 37,599 page views. This translates to a 12% increase of visitors in 2013.

From the time it was launched in March 2011 until 1 April 2013, APEC’s official Facebook page has grown to over 4,670 “likes” and its Twitter feed (@followAPEC) has attracted around 1,606 followers. 

CPAU launched a LinkedIn page to expand its connection base. With LinkedIn, the existing network of current and former employees who are already committed to APEC and know its vision will be virtually established. Connections can further extend to non-Secretariat professionals who are interested in APEC - experts, consultants, project overseers, potential talent - and facilitate discussions as well as help in recruitment. 

APEC Technical Assistance and Training Facility

The APEC Technical Assistance and Training Facility (APEC TATF) works closely with the APEC Secretariat to implement a range of activities designed to strengthen the APEC Secretariat as a customer-driven institution.  Since early October 2012, APEC TATF’s accomplishments include: 

 

· In close collaboration with the ITU, conducted an RFQ, engaged a vendor and successfully migrated the APEC Secretariat’s email system to Microsoft 365 Cloud.

· Reviewed the initial needs assessment from late 2012 of a possible business intelligence system to connect the APEC Secretariat’s IT, project management and finance infrastructure.  Conducted a user needs assessment at the end of March to collect data from all APEC Secretariat staff on what they would like from an intranet. Next step is to gather a focus group to discuss key components of an intranet, and draft an RFQ to release to possible vendors.

· Started initial discussions on organizing an APEC Secretariat team building exercise for 2013, including themes to address and how to carry outcomes past the one day program.

· Worked with the APEC PMU and the BMC small working group to examine APEC’s monitoring and evaluation framework. Supported development and endorsement of Phase 1 of the M&A work, which led to the launch of Phase 2 at SOM 1 in Jakarta.  Phase 2 will pilot test the methodology on 5 APEC fora, and initial results will be presented at SOM 3 in Medan.

· Continued to work with SCE sub-fora in their efforts to develop medium-term strategic plans to ensure that their goals and future work are in line with APEC’s overall objectives. 

� 	Separately, the Secretariat is liaising with a Member Economy on the year a contribution of US$75,000 is designated for.






