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Marginalized women may be at risk of sexual 
bribery

• Research on military widows who faced various, 
often multiple, instances of sexual bribery and other 
forms of sexual exploitation

• Key findings:

1. Military personnel and policemen are  perceiving 
widows and single women as particularly 
vulnerable, malleable and open to sexual 
predation.

2. Of the 16 cases of sexual bribery that were 
mentioned by the interviewees, only 2 widows had 
lodged complaints

3. Key reasons why women did not lodge complaints 
were fear of reprisals from the military and 
government officers and fear of social stigma and 
losing honor and respect

4. The fact that none of the complaints were taken 
seriously nor the perpetrators punished resulted in 
further disillusionment for the 2 widows who had 
lodged complaints



When gender, corruption 
and COVID-19 collide 

• “COVID-19 gave rise to new, gender-specific 
protection concerns, linked with militarization, 
checkpoints and border closures, which restricted the 
operating space for women’s organizations; sexual 
harassment of women healthcare workers and women 
in isolation and treatment centres; as well as sexual 
violence against women detained for alleged curfew 
violations”

Advance copy of Report of the Secretary-General on conflict-related sexual violence for the information of the 
members of the Security Council



• Corruption that takes 
the form of sexual 
extorsion: Corruption’s 
impact on women may be 
greater than men’s when 
the currency of bribes is in 
the form of sexual favors

1. More research is needed

SEXTORTION RATES



What can we do?



Increasing the number of women in law enforcement



Maintaining ethical standards



Increasing the number of 
women in anti-corruption 
Agencies, providing toll free 
line and legal support



2. Break the taboo

• Raise awareness on sexual 
bribery. Over 1.7 million in 
Sri Lanka (UN 
Women/UNDP Project)




