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About ICC Digital Standards Initiative (DSI)

Principles & Practices

Mission
The ICC Digital Standards Initiative (DSI) aims to 

accelerate the development of a globally harmonized, 
digitized trade environment, as a key enabler of 

dynamic, sustainable, inclusive growth. 

We engage the public sector to progress regulatory 
and institutional reform, and mobilize the private sector 

on adoption, implementation and capacity building. 

Governance
Our Governance Board sets the strategic direction, 

objectives, and engagement structure of the initiative 
annually and comprises the following organizations: 

About ICC Digital Standards Initiative (DSI)

Adapt & Apply Convene & Collaborate Transparency & Accessibility



Global standards and protocols are needed to drive inter-operability among various platforms, reduce 
fragmentation and improve end-to-end integration of supply chain participants. 

What - Data standards to facilitate interoperability
Standards are key to reduce friction, costs and complexity
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Download WTO-ICC standards toolkit

• ICC-WTO Standards Toolkit for 
Cross-Border Paperless 
Trade provides an overview of existing 
international standards (e.g., industry 
eBL standard) as a practical tool to drive 
interoperability. 

• Ongoing dialogues need to be facilitated 
between governments and industry to 
drive further convergence, identify 
potential gaps (including legislative gaps) 
and promote interoperability across 
alliance groups, industry forums, 
standards organizations, companies, and 
economies. 

https://iccwbo.org/publication/standards-toolkit-for-cross-border-paperless-trade/


Who - Make digital identity an essential public good
Arrive at faster, more informed decisions on whom to do business with

The ability to gain access to and exchange globally recognized digital corporate IDs is integral to 
establishing trust and transparency and part of an inclusive digital infrastructure for all. 
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• Corporate digital identity (ID) has the 
potential to reduce the risks and 
costs of doing business. 

• U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) is launching a Global 
Business Identifier (GBI) Evaluative 
Proof of Concept (EPoC) which aims 
to determine a single identifier 
solution that will uniquely discern 
main legal entity and ownership; 
specific business and global 
locations; and supply chain roles 
and functions.



How - Focus on experimentation, learning by doing
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Smart use of pilots and regulatory sandboxes to uncover best practices

Emerging issues such as interoperability between platforms and data protection in cross-border data 
flows are best tackled through practical pilots and sandboxes to test hypotheses, gather learning points 
and develop policy guidance. 



Collaboration and capacity building are key

Resource Hub for Policymakers                                 
to unlock benefits of trade digitization

6

Certificate in Digital Trade Strategy                 
online course (Coming Soon!)

Leverage industry expertise, innovation and experience to accelerate

https://www.dsi.iccwbo.org/policymakers
https://www.adb.org/publications/digitalizing-trade-asia-legislative-reform
https://www.adb.org/publications/digitalizing-trade-asia-legislative-reform
https://icc.academy/digital-trade-strategy-certificate/
https://icc.academy/digital-trade-strategy-certificate/
https://www.dsi.iccwbo.org/_files/ugd/0b6be5_0934506fada643a197d5f727413c4389.pdf?index=true
https://www.dsi.iccwbo.org/_files/ugd/0b6be5_0934506fada643a197d5f727413c4389.pdf?index=true

