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The objectives of the TBT notification regime

• To offer Members ex-ante knowledge of technical regulations or conformity 
assessment procedures other Members are planning to introduce/amend.

• To reduce potential technical barriers to trade by providing the opportunity 
for other Members to assess the impact and identify possible WTO in-
consistency issues.

• To allow manufacturers and exporters to prepare their products and services 
for new technical requirements in advance.
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The reality: private sector participation is restricted due to 
information overload  

• Information overload issue renders domestic 
stakeholders unable to understand: on average over  
3,000 TBT notifications from Members annually 

• Difficult for private sectors to understand the scope 
and commercial implications, especially for MSMEs

• On average,  only 2 comments from private sectors 
were received annually before 2020
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Information overload: 
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+ 570%

Source: G/TBT/46
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Chinese Taipei initiated a new approach to address the limitation 
and encourage participation
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The filtering process 
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3,966 602

602 380

No. of comments after filtering

• Notification from top 14 trading partners
• 75% of total export

Step 2

Main 
markets

• Top 10 export categories (HS 2 digit) , or 
global export share ≧30% (HS 6 digit)

• Products larger than 5% of Chinese Taipei's 
export to the notifying Member or globally

Step 3

Main 
Products

Frequency: every fortnight

Step 1
Products scope 
identification

Linking notifications to 
HS codes



Result: elevated interest and level of participation 

A= No impact/not relevant

B= Potential impact but measures justified

C= Major impact (major production impact and/or export restrictions)

Source: Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection, Chinese Taipei
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Enhancing Information accessibility: 
new database and workshops in 2021
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• Two virtual workshops were organized in 
2021 to collect private sectors feedbacks 
on the circulating and commenting 
system, as well as on promoting the new 
database.

• Sectors involved: chemicals, cosmetics, 
food, batteries, lighting and steel

• Subscribe/search 
function

• Summary of key 
elements

• Initial impact assessment 
(if available)  

http://db2.wtocenter.org.tw/tbt/



Summary of experience 

Focused 
Information 

Increased

Participation 

Elevated 
Interest

• Inputs for trade concern 
discussions

• Sharing of further 
information  

• Regulations update
• Consistent with 

commercial interest  

Filtering & circulation
Accessible database 

Better understanding of 
private sectors’ interest 



Recommendations

• HS code identification is a critical step and both knowledge/labor-intensive: 
Preferably, Economies should endeavor to provide corresponding HS codes in the 
“Products covered” column, at least as a supplementary reference to ICS or other 
classification system.

• Economies should provide the legal implication and changes associated  with the 
notified draft regulation, not just the title of the new regulation.

• Constant consultation with private sectors to refine the filtering process

• Exchange of experiences also important
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Thank you!


