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APEC platform for promoting cooperation in the tourism sector in the Asia Pacific
region

1. Background

The project focuses on the creation of an APEC satellite website call for effects of this proposal
as APEC Tourism Cooperation Platform (APEC TCP), as an information management platform
for cooperation in tourism. This platform aims to improve coordination and information
exchange among APEC economies to promote cooperation in the tourism sector. In addition,
it will facilitate collaboration, knowledge transfer, exchange of cooperation opportunities (such
as the development of joint projects, capacity building, access to resources, exchange of
experiences, among others) available to boost the development of sustainable and inclusive
tourism in the Asia-Pacific region.

This implies facilitating the exchange of information and best practices among APEC
economies and relevant international organizations, with the view to promote the generation
of tourism projects. This approach not only has a positive impact on the economic and cultural
development of local communities, but also supports the strengthening of the capacities of
public and private sector actors in the tourism sector through knowledge transfer. Together,
these actions contribute to a more sustainable and inclusive tourism for all parties involved.

The main beneficiaries of this platform will be government entities from APEC economies
linked to the tourism sector. International organizations involved in tourism development, as
well as researchers and practitioners interested in tourism, will also benefit. In addition, tourist
destinations, local communities and businesses that benefit from tourism projects will find
resources and opportunities through this platform. Together, these actors represent a diverse
and collaborative network that can harness the benefits of international cooperation to
strengthen sustainable tourism development in the Asia-Pacific region.

2. APEC Alignment

The APEC platform to promote cooperation in the tourism sector in the Asia-Pacific region will
be aligned with APEC's work in the following areas/lines of work:

a) The Putrajaya Vision "Innovation and Digitalization" ties in with the driver of the APEC
Aotearoa Plan of Action "To empower all our people and businesses to participate and
grow in an interconnected global economy, we will foster an enabling environment that,
among other things, is market-driven and supported by the digital economy and
innovation"

b) APEC Connectivity Blueprint — Contribution to the Connectivity Blueprint's objective of
improving institutional connectivity through travel facilitation.

c) Framework for Strengthening Economic Cooperation and Development - Harnessing
Technologies for the Future ensure that APEC's joint activities promote the flow and
expand the capacities of its members to absorb existing industrial science and
technology, as well as to develop new technologies for the future, thereby promoting
the free flow of information and technology.

d) APEC Internet and Digital Economy Roadmap - Promote innovation and adoption of
enabling technologies and services, facilitate the free flow of information and data for



f)

the development of the Internet and the digital economy, while respecting applicable
domestic laws and regulations, and enhance the inclusiveness of the Internet and the
digital economy.

La Serena Roadmap for Women and Inclusive Growth (2019-2030) — Provide capacity-
building activities and opportunities for networking, mentoring, and digital skills
development, among other core skills, to increase women's entrepreneurial
competencies and foster their participation in the digital economy and innovation.
Tourism Working Group Strategic Plan 2025-2029

3. Suggestion of Structure

The specific details of the contents to be included in the platform will be agreed in the
Terms of Reference (literal 8 of this document).

Access to the information contained in the APEC platform for the dissemination of
cooperation opportunities in the tourism sector in the Asia-Pacific region will be
structured as follows:

o Home: home page that will display a banner to show outstanding information,
as well as summary views of the different pages that the platform will have
(APEC TCP, Announcements, Publications, Travel Facilitation, Tourism Data,
Useful Links).

o APEC TCP: page that will display specific information about APEC, description
of the Tourism Working Group — TWG, as well as a description of the platform
and the information it contains.

o Announcements: page dedicated to announcements with information that
economies have requested to publish (cooperation opportunities, events,
news, among others).

o Publications: page that will show the publications that meet the criteria
established by APEC (APEC Publication Guidelines), submitted by the
economies to the Peruvian team, through TWG, for approval for publication on
the platform, these publications may contain information such as handbooks,
guides, brochures, studies, reports or other relevant publications that are
proposed by the economies.

o Travel Facilitation: information regarding immigration and customs
requirements and procedures for travel by economy (visas, permits,
prohibitions, among others). Regarding links to the official web pages of the
economies.

o Tourism Data: a page dedicated to displaying statistical information on APEC
economies, allowing to know and analyze trends in tourism and identify
opportunities for joint work. The information will be at the macro level. Each
economy will be responsible for submitting the information annually as
requested in the Reporting Template that will be drafted by the Peruvian team
and agreed by TWG. Economies will also provide links of official webpages
where relevant data is updated in real time. All submitted information and data
must be in line with APEC principles, rules and established practices.

o Useful links: page that will show information of interest such as the cooperation
agencies of each economy, international organizations linked to the tourism
sector, as well as information on the government entities responsible for the
tourism sector of each economy.



o Contact Us: information provides by each economy as the point of contact for
communication.

3.1 The general design and contents will be:

o Simple, with regular updates (annual for statistical data, semi-annual for
publications, and on-demand for announcements and travel facilities).
Accessible in the English language.

Implemented under the criteria established by APEC, in accordance with APEC
guidelines and policies, with information provided by each economy, compiled
by the Peruvian team through TWG, using a TWG endorsed Reporting
Template, for review and upload to the platform.

Available publicly.

The project team, Peru, agree to use the satellite website platform service and
the hosting plan which the Secretariat (Comunication and Public Affers Unit -
CPAU) provided. CPAU will get the necessary setting ready for Peru to insert
the contents. Peru will inform CPAU when all content insertion is done, CPAU
will coordinate further actions for the platform go-lives.

o The Peruvian team will be responsible for requesting the information from the
economies, compiling, seeking approval from TWG and publishing the
information on the platform.

o The submission of information will be voluntary.

4. Reporting Template

Peru, through the TWG, will consult with economies on the Reporting Template, and seek
endorsement in the TWG.

5. Maintenance & Sustainability

Following endorsement of the platform by the TWG, the Working Group will be tasked under
Peru’s leadership to agree on the maintenance and sustainability elements of the platform
within the Terms of Reference to devise a framework and templates for compiling cross-
comparable and verifiable information, and devise mechanisms to compile best practices
based on economies’ experiences.

APEC economies will submit information periodically for content updates.

The Peruvian team, through TWG, will be in charge of requesting, compiling, reviewing and
publishing the information on the platform. Information would be reviewed to ensure data is
updated and cross-comparable among APEC economies.

The Peruvian team will issue annual reports regarding the published information, its use, and
other relevant information as agreed in the TWG.

Likewise, the APEC working groups linked to SCE may propose the exchange of information
on cooperation, as long as it is related to tourism.

6. Costs/Budget

The costs for the development and technical support of this platform will be covered by Peru
for a period of 03 years. Currently, the first three years of financing (until 2027) are guaranteed



considering budgetary policies, however, it is feasible to extend this period. Peru will inform
economies, early 2027, about the possibility of continuing the financing of the webpage, and
for how many years.

7. Estimated timeline

¢ Adoption of the Tourism Cooperation Platform proposal by economies within the
framework of the Tourism Working Group - TWG (June 2024).

e Presentation of the Tourism Cooperation Platform proposal during the 12th Tourism
Ministerial Meeting (June 2024).

o Elaboration and endorsement of the platform’s Terms of Reference and Reporting
Template (June-July 2024)

o Submission of the endorsed Terms of Reference and Reporting Template to SCE for
approval (July 2024)

o Development phase (August 2024 - March 2025):

o Establishment of mechanisms, to compile best practices, framework for
compiling cross-comparable and verifiable information, data structure and
policies for the exchange of information and communication, within the
framework of the TWG.

Design and development of templates and the platform.
Compilation and review of information provided by economies, using the
endorsed Reporting Template.

o Submission and approval of content within the framework of the TWG.

o Content publishing.

e Launch and dissemination (March 2025)

o Launch of the platform.

o Promotion of the platform.

e Monitoring and evaluation (2025 — 2027)
During this period, Peru will:

o Provide annual reports to TWG on monitoring and evaluation of the use of
published content.

o Provide a continuous evaluation and continuous improvement of the platform.

8. Terms of Reference

e The technical details regarding the contents of the platform, including its structure and
Reporting Template, will be further discussed and approved by the Tourism Working
Group — TWG, intersesionally.

9. Sunset clause

Sunset of the platform will be March, 2028, unless a decision has been made by TWG to
continue it.



