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International Illegal Wood Damage Wood Imports in the Republic of Korea 

※ SOURCE: INTERPOL 

Such international crimes are estimated to account  

for 15-30 percent of all timber traded globally. 

 

The trade of illegally logged timber is estimated to be 

valued at USD 51-152 billion annually, representing  

a major loss in tax revenues. 
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Over 80% of the Republic of Korea’s wood  

supply relies on imports. 

※ SOURCE: KOSIS 
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The Korea Forestry Promotion Institute (KOFPI) is the only designated 

professional agency for the Verification on Timber Legality. 

Republic of Korea’s Act against Illegal Timber Trade 

The “Act on the Sustainable Use of Timbers” entered into force on October 1, 2018.  

It seeks to promote legal timber trade by restricting the import and distribution of illegally 

harvested timber products in the Republic of Korea. 

 

In accordance with the Act, importers of timber and timber products shall file  

an import declaration thereof with the Minister of Korea Forest Service (KFS). 
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Import Declaration Process 

An importer files an import 

declaration with the Minister 

of KFS through UNI-PASS (an 

electronic customs clearance 

system of the Korea Customs 

Service). 

The submitted document is 

inspected by the inspection 

agency designated by the 

Minister. When the result of 

the document inspection is 

appropriate, the Minister 

issues a certificate of import 

declaration. 

If the import declaration is 

accepted conditionally, the 

importer must submit 

supplementary documents 

within 30 days of completion 

of customs clearance to the 

inspection agency. 
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Items for Import Declaration 

2019.10.1 2024.5.16 Implementation 

HS.4403 HS.4407 HS.4407 HS.4401.31 

HS.4407 HS.4407 HS.4412 

HS.4408 HS.4409 HS.4410 HS.4411 HS.4701~5 

Log Sawn wood Preservative  

treated wood 

Wood Pellet 

Retardant 

wood 

Laminated 

wood 

Plywood 

Wood sheet Shaped Wood Particle board Fibreboard Wood pulp 
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Standard for Legitimacy of Imported Timber 

A harvesting permit issued in accordance with  

the laws and regulations of the origin 

Mutual recognition agreements between  

the Republic of Korea and the origin 
Any other evidence sufficiently proving that  

the timber was legally harvested 

Documentation that is internationally recognized  

for certifying legally harvested timber 
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Document Inspections & Legal Conformity Ratio 
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Customer Support Service 

Call Center Pre-Inspection  (System + E-mail) 
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Information Service 

Information Session Promotional Booth Educational Video 

Campaign Ad Youth Supporters Digital Content 
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Wood Identification 

Establishment of Xylarium for the identification of imported wood species. 
     - KOFPI has exchanged Wood specimens with other economies (Germany, Philippines, Malaysia, etc.) 

 

Benchmarking of advanced economies’ wood identification systems, technology development, and case studies 

 

Collection of Microscopic images and creation of a database for Near-Infrared (NIR) spectroscopy application 

 

Advanced technologies such as AI-based apps and NIR to be applied for timber species identification 

Xylarium in KOFPI Wood Identification by Microscope Wood Identification by 

Portable NIR 
Benchmarking of other economies 
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Ⅳ. Wood Identification & Organization 

Wood & Stone Industry HQ 

Wood Industry Division 
Wood Products  

Quality Management Division 

13 

Business Organization 



Sub-Title: Noto Sans SemiBold, 32pt 

THANK YOU! 
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