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Introduction
The EC “Friends of the Chair” Group on Public Sector Governance invites the Director of APEC e-Government Research Center, Professor Toshio Obi, to participate EC policy discussion and address a keynote speech on “ICT Applications for Setting the Priorities of National Agendas on Governance.” The aim of the policy discussion is to facilitate economies to leverage Information Communications Technology (ICT) to strengthen public sector governance, including public service quality and government transparency. It will also provide a platform for economies to exchange practices and experiences related to their ICTs policies and improvements of public sector governance.

ICTs are becoming an essential part of many economies’ governance initiatives. Active uses of ICTs for improving government process (e-administration), connecting citizens (e-citizens and e-services), and building external interactions (e-society) are beneficial to public participation and government transparency. This PSG FotC event is expected to deepen experience-sharing on how APEC economies utilize new ICTs to promote government efficiency and responsiveness. Key issues in this area include agile and friendly access of public service, real-time government information and services, and applications of social networking to enhance interactions between the government and the public.
Format

The format of the event would be as follows: 

· Introduction by PSG FotC Coordinator (5 minutes).

· Keynote Speech from Dr. Toshio Obi, Director of APEC e-Government Research Center (20 minutes).

· Experience-sharing from Korea (Dr. Shin Kim, Research Fellow of The Korea Institute of Public Administration) and Chinese Taipei (20 minutes).

· General discussion (10 minutes).

· Wrap-up remarks by PSG FotC Coordinator and the EC Chair (5 minutes).

